
Can I persuade you?
The transition to renewable energy















What is the answer?
The Paris Climate agreement of 2015, ratified in Nov 2016, 
required the 195 signatory nations to reduce their emissions 
to pre-industrial levels in order to keep the global 
temperature below 2.0 degrees of warming and preferably to 
1.5 degrees

Currently Australia’s energy consumption is about 6,000 
petajoules = 1,667 terawatt hours.  This has stayed stable 
since 2018. The mix is roughly 41% oil, 25% coal and 24% 
gas. Renewables account for 9%
Australia’s electricity generation is 290 terawatt hours, in 
2024, it has increased by 2% since 2023. It is likely that coal, 
gas and oil now contribute 60% (40% coal) of this and 
renewables 40%

In an attempt to comply with the Paris agreement, the 
Australian government has set the following targets

The Renewable Energy Target is to have Australia’s energy be 
82% renewable by 2913 and Net Zero by 2050.
Also to reduce emissions by 42%  below 2005 levels by 2030, 
and by 62-70% below 2005 levels by 2030
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