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The argument

• AUKUS cannot be separated from the wider evolution of  Australian C 21st militarization, typified by 

• foundation in constitutive settler-colonial racialised identification – AUKUS = Anglosphere

• culturally invisibility, 

• alliance-dependent high technology, and 

• severe limits on defence decision-making resulting from US political, economic and cultural 
penetration, 

• leading to learned institutional incapacity to distinguish US and Australian national interests

• Now two key dimensions driven by US planning for a refurbished alliance system :

• Hosting and enabling of  US weapons platforms (B-52s to Tindal; Virginia-class US SSNs to 
Stirling)

• Expansion of  hosting/“partnering” of  enablers of  US war fighting - command, control, 
communications, intelligence and surveillance facilities



Australian Defence Facilities, Nautilus Institute Briefing Book, 
at https://nautilus.org/publications/books/australian-forces-abroad/defence-facilities/

• HMAS Stirling and Submarine Rotational Force – West

• US and UK submarine visits to HMAS Stirling, Western Australia

• Deep-Space Advanced Radar Capability [DARC]

• Deep-Space Advanced Radar Capability, Site 1, Exmouth, Western Australia

• Deep-Space Advanced Radar Capability, Site 2, Cawdor Barracks, St Davids, 
Wales
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The Australian story: 
'AUKUS Pillar 1 planned 

timeline’, Australian 
Submarine Agency

Source: ‘Optimal Pathway’, Australian Submarine 

Agency, updated: 20 June 2025

• Embedding of  Australian personnel

• Rotational deployments of  U.S. and U.K. SSNs from Australia.

• Sale of  three to five Virginia-class boats to Australia.

• Replacement SSNs to be built for U.S. Navy.

• UK and Australia construction of SSN AUKUS boats incorporating U.S. 

technology.

• Australian investments in U.S. and UK submarine industrial bases.

The US story:

Ronald O'Rourke, Navy Virginia-

Class Submarine Program and 

AUKUS Submarine (Pillar 1) Project: 

Background and Issues for Congress, 

Congressional Research Service, 

RL32418, 28 March 2025.
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US attack submarine visits 

to HMAS Stirling, 

Western Australia, 

1976 - 1982 

Source: Desmond Ball, ‘Limiting danger from nuclear attack’, in Desmond Ball and 

J.O. Langtry (eds.), Civil Defence and Australia’s Security in the Nuclear Age, (Sydney: 

George Allen and Unwin, 1983), p. 154, drawing on CPD, House of  Representatives, 

22 March 1981, p. 1080; 5 May 1981, p. 2004; 10 June 1981, p. 459; 19 August 1981, p. 

459; and 4 May 1982, p. 2226.





Virginia-class SSN ‘general characteristics’ and variations by block 

Virginia Class Submarine Design Evolution by Block.

Source: ‘Virginia-class SSN’, Submarine Industrial Base Council
Source: ‘Attack submarines’, America’s Navy, last updated 1 July 2025,  

https://www.navy.mil/ 
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Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, Top 10 companies 
arms-producing and military services companies in the world, 2023

Source: The SIPRI Top 100 arms-producing and military services companies in the world, 2023, [accessed 30 August 2025],

Note: Revenue figures are in millions of  constant (2023) US dollars and are rounded to the nearest $10 million.

https://www.sipri.org/visualizations/2024/sipri-top-100-arms-producing-and-military-services-companies-world-2023
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North West Cape /  
Exmouth Peninsula  
defence locations 
with US access

(from north to 
south)

Updated: 29 August 2025



U.S. Space Operations and Activities with Select Allies and Partners

United States Government Accountability Office, ‘Space Operations: DOD Is Pursuing Efforts to Collaborate with Allies and Partners but Needs to 

Address Key Challenges’, GAO-25-108043, July 2025

https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-25-108043.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-25-108043.pdf


Naval Communications Station 
Harold E. Holt – VLF submarine 
communications station

Defence High Frequency 
System Transmitter Station

Space Surveillance Radar – C-
band

Space Surveillance Telescope 

Deep-Space Advanced Radar 
Capability, Site 1

Defence High Frequency 
System Transmitter Station 



Deep Space Advanced Radar Capability [DARC] – Demonstrator site, 
White Sands Missile Range, NM.

The DARC Demonstrator by Johns Hopkins University provided confirmation that an array of up to 27 antennas 
can be coordinated to function as a single unified radar system for small objects in geosynchronous orbit 

(altitude c. 36,000 kms.) The DARC Australia site at Exmouth consists of 27 similar antennas operating as a 
unified radar system.

Source: United States Government Accountability Office, Weapon Systems Annual Assessment, GAO-22-105230, June 2022, p. 29.

https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-22-105230.pdf


Schematic of  Deep Space Advanced Radar Capability functions [DARC]

‘Deep Space Advanced Radar Capability – DARC’, GlobalSecurity.org, n.d., [accessed 15 August 2025]

https://www.globalsecurity.org/space/systems/darc.htm
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