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Summary 
The primary aim of this Nautilus Special Report is to provide robust, authoritative and 
transparent information for use by governments and their publics in countries that host the 
B-52H Stratofortress bomber, as to which of the 76 B-52H aircraft in the current (as of mid-
2024) US Air Force active fleet are capable of delivering nuclear weapons, and which can 
deliver only conventional, non-nuclear weapons.  

For the governments and citizens of B-52 host countries, obtaining authoritative and 
accessible information concerning the introduction of both nuclear-capable delivery 
platforms and nuclear weapons themselves is essential for responsible decision-making and 
democratic accountability. To date, there is no systematic, robust and transparent 
information on either of these matters in the public domain. 

The presence of nuclear-capable delivery platforms is a necessary, though obviously not 
sufficient, requirement for the introduction of long-range strategic nuclear weapons into 
any given country. If there are no declared policy or legal impediments to introducing 
nuclear weapons into a given country, hosting nuclear-capable delivery platforms from an 
allied state amounts to a near proxy for nuclear weapons deployment, and creates the 
possibility of participation in nuclear-armed operations.  

B-52 and B-2 bombers are the only elements of the US nuclear triad regularly and frequently 
deployed for shorter or longer periods to the territories of allied host countries outside of 
the United States. While all B-2 Spirit bombers are capable of being armed with both 
nuclear and conventional weapons, the US Air Force B-52H active fleet consists of a mix of 
46 dual-capable and 30 conventional-only aircraft, rendering the strategic implications of 
their deployment more ambiguous. 

Due to the long-standing US policy of neither confirming nor denying the presence of 
nuclear weapons on board US ships, submarines or aircraft, US-allied governments and their 
publics are denied the knowledge of whether they are hosting B-52 bombers strictly limited 
to conventional strategic operations, or hosting dual-capable aircraft that could potentially 
implicate their country in US nuclear missions.  

The challenges of democratic transparency and accountability faced by countries hosting US 
B-52 strategic bombers is illustrated by contemporary developments in the case of 
Australia, where plans are underway for the US Air Force to forward-base up to six B-52H 
aircraft at Tindal Air Force Base in the far north of the country.  

Although B-52 bombers, and other US aircraft, already regularly visit Australia, the planned 
deployment at Tindal AFB will be accompanied by an unprecedented infrastructure 
expansion project signifying a shift from existing air cooperation arrangements centred on 
joint training exercises and enhancing interoperability to a focus on strategic operations and 
potential air combat missions launched from Australian territory, including conceivably 
nuclear missions. 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ŀ ΨŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƛƴΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΩΣ 
this assertion of national sovereignty is difficult to reconcile with the apparent willed 
ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ΨǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊΩ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ 
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neither confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons on board US aircraft, 
including whether the upcoming deployment of B-52 bombers to Tindal AFB will be nuclear-
capable or conventional-only. 

The Australian case of willed ignorance points to the fact that this study could have been, 
and should have been, carried out by government agencies of any of the host countries that 
permit B-52 deployments. Like the Australian government, these governments deny 
themselves and their citizenry even a minimum degree of transparency regarding the 
armament capability of US Air Force B-52 bombers that enter into and operate from their 
national territories, leaving them to rely on what is, finally, an implausible deniability.  
 

Note: Historical and contemporary policy aspects of this study are developed at greater 
length in two forthcoming Nautilus Special Reports by Vince Scappatura and Richard Tanter: 

¶ .πрнǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ς ¦{ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ /Lb/t!/ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ƘŜǘŜǊƻŘƻȄȅ ƻŦ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ CǊŀǎŜǊ 

¶ ¦ƴŘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ wŀǊƻǘƻƴƎŀΥ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜΦ  

Note: the complete Special Report is available in PDF in in high resolution (9.2MB) and low 
resolution (3.2MB). Those files and related materials in the Nuclear-capable B-52H 
Stratofortress bombers project are available here. Related materials are available at the 
Nuclear-capable B-52 Stratofortress Project, Nautilus Institute, Australian Defence Facilities 
Briefing Book. 
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LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 

!ƴ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅΥ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ .πрн ōƻƳōŜǊǎ 

ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

The primary aim of this Nautilus Special Report is to provide robust, authoritative and 

transparent information for use by governments, and their publics, that host the Boeing B-

52H Stratofortress heavy bomber, as to which in the current (as of mid-2024) US Air Force 

(USAF) inventory are capable of delivering nuclear weapons, and which can deliver only 

conventional, non-nuclear weapons.1  

To date, there is no systematic, robust and transparent information on this matter in the 

public domain.  

This study could have been, and should have been, carried out by government agencies of 

any of the countries that permit deployment of B-52H aircraft.  

Transparency and accountability should be at the foundation of government policies of 

reliance on nuclear defence given the immense destructive power of nuclear weapons and 

the risks inherent in managing both the strategic and human security and safety 

consequences of such policies. 

²ƘŜƴ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

a matter of profound strategic significance for the government and the people of that 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ hnce made, the 

strategic consequences of nuclear weapons hosting remain significant, even if abandoned 

over time.  

Even hosting non-nuclear armed but nuclear-capable weapons platforms ς the means of 

delivery of a nuclear weapon to its intended target ς entails strategically significant 

consequences. If there are no declared policy or legal impediments to introducing nuclear 

weapons into a given country, hosting nuclear-capable delivery platforms from an allied 

state amounts to a near proxy for nuclear weapons deployment, and creates the possibility 

of participation in nuclear-armed operations. 

Together with intercontinental ballistic missiles and submarine launched ballistic missiles, 

USAF B-52 and B-2 strategic bombers are a key element in the US strategic nuclear force, 
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¢ƛǊǇŀƪΣ ΨLǘΩǎ hŶŎƛŀƭΥ ¢ƘŜ wŜπ9ƴƎƛƴŜŘ .πрн ²ƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ .πрнWΩΣ !ƛǊ ŀƴŘ {ǇŀŎŜ CƻǊŎŜǎ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ р !ǇǊƛƭ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀƛǊŀƴŘǎǇŀŎŜŦƻǊŎŜǎΦŎƻƳκǊŜπŜƴƎƛƴŜŘπōπрнπōπрнƧκΦ 

https://www.airandspaceforces.com/re-engined-b-52-b-52j/


 

 ф 

which overall is capable of delivering over 3,500 nuclear strategic warheads.2 In this nuclear 

triad, B-52 and B-2 bombers are the only elements regularly and frequently deployed for 

shorter or longer periods to allied host countries outside the United States. At present these 

countries include Australia, Spain, the United Arab Emirates, and the United Kingdom, in 

addition to the disputed territories of Diego Garcia and Guahan (Guam).  

Of the two nuclear-capable strategic bomber fleets operated by the USAF, only the B-52H 

consists of a mix of dual-capable and conventional-only aircraft.3 Since March 2017, the 

USAF inventory of B-52H Stratofortress bombers has consisted of 46 dual-capable aircraft 

able to deliver both nuclear weapons and non-nuclear weapons and some 30 denuclearised 

aircraft converted to deliver only conventional, non-nuclear weapons.4 

For the governments and citizens of B-52 host countries, obtaining authoritative and 

accessible information concerning the introduction of both nuclear-capable delivery 

platforms and nuclear weapons themselves is essential for responsible decision-making and 

democratic accountability.  

The question of distinguishing between nuclear-capable and conventional-only B-52H 

bombers only became a relevant issue over the past decade. Prior to 2015, all B-52H aircraft 

in the USAF inventory were nuclear-capable. Thereafter, the Obama administration initiated 

a process to convert a portion of the B-52H force so that they were only capable of carrying 

conventional weapons. This program was undertaken in anticipation of treaty limits 

between the United States and the Russian Federation coming into effect on 5 February 

2018 on the number of offensive strategic arms in both countries (New START). 

The USAF inventory of B-52H aircraft is currently made up of 76 aircraft in the active fleet, 

an additional five non-flyable inactive aircraft used for ground instruction and training 

(GITA) or research and testing, and eleven aircraft in long-term storage, one of which has 

been dismantled (Table 1). According to US declaratory policy, 46 of the 76 aircraft in the 

active fleet are nuclear-capable, leaving 30 as conventional-only. Another ten of the 11 

aircraft in storage are declared to have been converted to conventional-only armament, and 

can be returned to the active fleet after a period of restoration (Table 2).5 
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Listing all extant B-52H aircraft in the USAF inventory by Air Force Serial Number, Table 3 

summarises the findings of this Special Report for each aircraft concerning the status of the 

aircraft (active, storage-restorable, storage-dismantled, inactive/GITA), and its armament 

classification, the confidence level of that armament classification, its main operating base, 

and unit designation.  

Table 1. USAF B-52H Stratofortress inventory (2024) 
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Table 2. USAF declared active and storage B-52H Stratofortress inventory 
armament classification (2024) 
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Table 3. B-52H extant aircraft, active/storage aircraft armament classification, 
confidence level, main operating base, and unit (2024) *  

  

Air 

Force 

Serial 

Number 

 

Status 

 

Armament 

Classification 

 

Confidence 

Level 

 

Main Operating 

Base 

 

Unit 

мΦ 60-0001 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

нΦ 60-0002 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

2nd Bomb Wing (2 BW 

flagship) 

оΦ 60-0003 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

пΦ 60-0004 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

рΦ 60-0005 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

5th Bomb Wing (5 BW 

flagship) 

сΦ 60-0007 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

тΦ 60-0008 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

8th Air Force (8th Air 

Force flagship) 

уΦ 60-0009 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing (69 BS 

flagship) 

фΦ 60-0010 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

млΦ 60-0011 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

11th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing (11 BS 

flagship) 

ммΦ 60-0012 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

мнΦ 60-0013 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

моΦ 60-0014 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

мпΦ 60-0015 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 
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мрΦ 60-0016 Inactive - 

GITA 

N/A N/A Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

- 

мсΦ 60-0017 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

мтΦ 60-0018 Active Nuclear-capable Low Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

муΦ 60-0019 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

мфΦ 60-0020 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

нлΦ 60-0021 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

нмΦ 60-0022 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

ннΦ 60-0023 Active Conventional-only High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing (23 BS 

flagship) 

ноΦ 60-0024 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

нпΦ 60-0025 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

нрΦ 60-0026 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

нсΦ 60-0028 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

нтΦ 60-0029 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

нуΦ 60-0030 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

нфΦ 60-0031 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

49th Test and Evaluation 

Squadron, 53rd Wing 

олΦ 60-0032 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

омΦ 60-0033 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

онΦ 60-0034 Active Conventional-only High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

ооΦ 60-0035 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

опΦ 60-0036 Active Nuclear-capable High Edwards AFB, 

California 

419th Flight Test 

Squadron, 412th Test 

Wing 



 

 мо 

орΦ 60-0037 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

осΦ 60-0038 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

отΦ 60-0041 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

оуΦ 60-0042 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

офΦ 60-0043 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

плΦ 60-0044 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

пмΦ 60-0045 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

307th Bomb Wing (307 

OG flagship) 

пнΦ 60-0046 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

поΦ 60-0048 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

ппΦ 60-0049 Storage - 

dismantled 

N/A N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

прΦ 60-0050 Active Nuclear-capable High Edwards AFB, 

California 

419th Flight Test 

Squadron, 412th Test 

Wing 

псΦ 60-0051 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

птΦ 60-0052 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

пуΦ 60-0054 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

пфΦ 60-0055 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

5th Bomb Wing (5 OG 

flagship) 

рлΦ 60-0056 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

рмΦ 60-0057 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

340th Weapons 

Squadron, USAF 

Weapons School, 57th 

Wing (340 WS flagship) 

рнΦ 60-0058 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

роΦ 60-0059 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing (96 BS 

flagship) 
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рпΦ 60-0060 Active Conventional-only High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

ррΦ 60-0061 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

307th Bomb Wing (307 

BW flagship) 

рсΦ 60-0062 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

ртΦ 61-0001 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

руΦ 61-0002 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

2nd Bomb Wing (2nd 

OG flagship) 

рфΦ 61-0003 Active Conventional-only High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

слΦ 61-0004 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

смΦ 61-0005 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

снΦ 61-0006 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

соΦ 61-0007 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

спΦ 61-0008 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

срΦ 61-0009 Inactive - 

integration 

model 

N/A N/A Boeing 

Oklahoma City 

facility, Tinker 

AFB, Oklahoma 

Bombers Directorate, 

Air Force Lifecycle 

Management Center 

ссΦ 61-0010 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

343rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing (343 

BS flagship) 

стΦ 61-0011 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

суΦ 61-0012 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

сфΦ 61-0013 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

тлΦ 61-0014 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

49th Test and Evaluation 

Squadron, 53rd Wing 

тмΦ 61-0015 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

тнΦ 61-0016 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

то 61-0017 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 
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тпΦ 61-0018 Active Conventional-only High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

трΦ 61-0019 Active Nuclear-capable High Edwards AFB, 

California 

419th Flight Test 

Squadron, 412th Test 

Wing 

тсΦ 61-0020 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

20th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing (20 BS 

flagship) 

ттΦ 61-0021 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

туΦ 61-0022 Inactive - 

GITA 

N/A N/A Sheppard AFB, 

Texas 

82nd Training Wing 

тфΦ 61-0023 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

улΦ 61-0024 Storage-

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

умΦ 61-0025 Inactive - 

GITA 

N/A N/A Sheppard AFB, 

Texas 

82nd Training Wing 

унΦ 61-0027 Storage - 

restorable 

Conventional-only N/A Davis-Monthan 

AFB, Arizona 

309th AMARG 

уоΦ 61-0028 Active Nuclear-capable High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

49th Test and Evaluation 

Squadron, 53rd Wing 

упΦ 61-0029 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing (93 BS 

flagship) 

урΦ 61-0031 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

усΦ 61-0032 Inactive - 

GITA 

N/A N/A Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

- 

утΦ 61-0034 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

ууΦ 61-0035 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

уфΦ 61-0036 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

96th Bomb Squadron, 

2nd Bomb Wing 

флΦ 61-0038 Active Conventional-only High Barksdale AFB, 

Louisiana 

93rd Bomb Squadron, 

307th Bomb Wing 

фмΦ 61-0039 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

69th Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 

фнΦ 61-0040 Active Nuclear-capable High Minot AFB, 

North Dakota 

23rd Bomb Squadron, 

5th Bomb Wing 
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tŀǊǘ мΦ LŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ .πрн ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ς ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ  

The work in this Special Report is set out in four separate parts.  

Part 1 focusses on the armament capability of the active B-52H fleet and the methods 

involved in distinguishing nuclear-capable aircraft from those that are conventionally-armed 

only, the procedures and evidence used in this study to classify the armament status of 

active fleet aircraft, and the summary results of those classification procedures.  

The key evidence utilised in this study for distinguishing nuclear-capable and conventional-

only B-52H aircraft lies in treaty-mandated external observable and verifiable features the 

United States implemented when converting a certain number of previously nuclear-

capable B-52H aircraft to conventional-only status, rendering them incapable of using 

nuclear weapons.  

After discussion of the New START treaty, its verification requirements, and its protocol on 

inspection, Part 1 continues with a discussion of the limitations of existing sources of data 

on armaments classification of B-52 aircraft, before moving to an outline of the methods 

used in this study.  

Since the goal of this Special Report is to provide a reliable and transparent source for both 

host governments and their publics to distinguish between nuclear-capable and 

conventional-only B-52s, Part 1 provides an extensive outline of the methods used in the 

report, the confidence criteria developed to assess evidence, and data on the confidence 

levels attained (Tables 4 and 5). For all but one of the 76 active aircraft, the confidence 

ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ [ƛǎǘ ƛƴ tŀǊǘ о ŀǊŜ ǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨIƛƎƘΩΦ 

This section continues with a discussion of the system of unique identifiers for individual 

aircraft employed by the US Air Force and applied under the New START treaty. 

The primary results of this study are presented in summary form in Table 7. The detailed 

evidence for each individual aircraft is presented in Part 3.  

tŀǊǘ нΦ 5ƛǎǝƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ .πрнǎΥ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ  

There are a number of key policy questions to which the issue of distinguishing nuclear-

capable from conventional-only B-52H aircraft is salient. Part 2 begins with a review of 

contemporary basing and deployment patterns of B-52H aircraft, both in the United States 

and abroad, summarising an intensifying pattern of recent selected examples of B-52H 

deployments of differing frequency, duration and type to these countries and territories 

(Table 8). This review also includes an important recent announcement of the development 

of dedicated USAF physical infrastructure at a major air base in northern Australia in 

ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎƛȄ .рнI ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƻƴ ΨǊƻǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΩ όCƛƎǳǊŜǎ уΣ ф ŀƴŘ 

10).  
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A core concern of this part of the Special Report is the United States government doctrine of 

neither confirming nor denying the presence or absence of nuclear weapons on board US 

ships, submarines or aircraft. Unchanged for almost seventy years, the neither confirm nor 

deny doctrine has been applied consistently and worldwide, with a very small number of 

exceptions.  

Policy transparency required for democratic accountability is fundamentally denied by the 

application of this doctrine of neither confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear 

weapons on USAF aircraft to the publics, and, also it would appear, to the governments of 

countries such as Australia, Spain, the United Arab Emirates, and the United Kingdom that 

frequently host the deployment of USAF B-52H aircraft, as well the United States itself and 

the United Kingdom in their disputed external territories of Guahan and Diego Garcia.  

The application of neither confirm nor deny policy is discussed in three sections, beginning 

with a general discussion of contemporary USAF policy and the security rationales proffered 

to justify its necessity. In section two, the small number of known historical exceptions to 

ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǘƻ ΨǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

divulge this information to their publics is discussed, followed by a brief account of one rare 

exception. Finally, the difficulties of reconciling claims of national sovereignty with 

adherence to the US doctrine of neither confirm nor deny are illustrated by the 

contemporary Australian case of apparent willed ignorance with respect to the hosting of up 

to six B-52H bombers.  

Part 2 continues with a discussion of contemporary USAF regulations and procedures for 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƛƴ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǇŜŀŎŜǘƛƳŜΩ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ /-17 

transport aircraft, in addition to regulations that seemingly allow for the transport of 

nuclear weapons onboard B-52 aircraft for peacetime exercises, as well as in emergency or 

conflict situations.  

/ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ Ƙƻǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 

weapons for B-52 use on board transport aircraft, and the permitted exceptions to that 

policy, are essential elements of transparency for democratic accountability.  

The policy discussions in Part 2 conclude by firstly returning to the New START treaty as the 

foundation of the capability for distinguishing nuclear-capable B-52s from their 

conventional-only counterparts. Matters of trust and verification lie at the heart of all 

functioning arms control agreements, including the New START treaty. After a brief 

discussion of the key elements of trust that underpin the denuclearization of heavy 

bombers, and the subsequent deterioration of that trust, the question of the continued 

viability of New START and the utility of the data provided by this Special Report is 

addressed. 
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As of mid-2024, New START is in suspension, with expiry imminent, further extension 

technically difficult, and given the state of US-Russia relations due to the Ukraine war, 

functional replacement of its most important requirements relevant to this Special Report 

highly unlikely. 

Be that as it may, for the time being the critical treaty issues for this Special Report remain 

unaffected by the unravelling of New START, including its recent suspension. Nevertheless, 

Part 2 of this report draws attention to the possibility that the United States could decide to 

inhibit New START treaty-based identification of nuclear-capable B-52 aircraft, either by 

removing visible external aircraft identification, or more drastically, by altering or 

eliminating the aircraft serial-number-based unique identifier system. Such developments 

would indicate that any remaining element of trust in bilateral nuclear management 

arrangements had dissolved. 

Part 2 of this report also identifies the possible, and indeed as of mid-2024, probable, 

scenario that New START restrictions on nuclear-capable B-52H numbers will be abandoned. 

In June 2024, both houses of Congress adopted amendments to FY Defense budget bills 

requiring the restoration of all B-52H conventional-only aircraft to be re-converted back to 

nuclear capability. The House Armed Services Committee Chairman Mike Rogers, made the 

ƴŜǿ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŎƭŜŀǊΥ Ψ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ŀ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ environment 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ6 Should such a scenario eventuate, the primary aim of this 

study to assist civil societies in distinguishing between nuclear-capable and conventional-

only B-52 aircraft will be rendered moot. Nevertheless, for the time being at least, this 

Special Report hopes to contribute to breaking the presumption of state monopoly on 

reliable, robust and transparent information on the presence and deployments of nuclear-

capable aircraft. 

Part 2 ends by returning to the issues of trust and verification that underpin New START, 

specifically the concern of Russian Federation inspectors with what they have long regarded 

as a fundamental inability to confirm denuclearization of certain US nuclear platforms. 

.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ 

objectives, the dispute raises issues for future arms control approaches concerning technical 

verification of electronic systems in a manner consistent with the national security interests 

of both parties. 

tŀǊǘ оΦ ¢ƘŜ !ƛǊŎǊŀƊ [ƛǎǘ 

The comprehensive list of all extant aircraft in Part 3 is the empirical heart of this Special 

Report, made up of individual data pages on each extant B-52H aircraft. Each entry begins 

 
6 Bryant Harris and Stephen [ƻǎŜȅΣ Ψ/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƴǳƪŜǎ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ .-рн ōƻƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Defense 
News, 19 June 2024, at https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/06/18/congress-wants-to-restore-nukes-on-
conventional-b-52-bombers/.  

https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/06/18/congress-wants-to-restore-nukes-on-conventional-b-52-bombers/
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/06/18/congress-wants-to-restore-nukes-on-conventional-b-52-bombers/
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ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ 

status, armament classification, and the confidence level for that classification. To assist 

visual identification, the basic identifying data of the Air Force Serial Number and its 

construction number are supplemented by the two visible numbers painted on the nose and 

the tail that provide shortened versions of the AF Serial Number.  

Figure 1. Aircraft List data page for B-52H 60-0005 
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Each aircraft entry includes a citation of a primary source and a secondary source which 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

details and internet link to the original imagery (Figure 1). For active fleet aircraft, a 

trimmed, low resolution main photograph from the primary source is followed by three 

cropped extracts from that main photograph showing the presence or absence of a New 

START fin, the tail number, and/or the nose number to confirm identification. In cases 

where the legibility of those images is limited by exposure problems, an additional set of 

enhanced images has been included, and noted as such. In a small number of cases, it has 

not been possible to reproduce these images for copyright reasons. These entries are 

marked as such, and readers are encouraged to consult the original online images if they 

wish to confirm the armaments classification assigned. (Figure 1.) 

Since in this Special Report the armament classification protocol has strictly been applied 

only to those aircraft in the active fleet, images for aircraft in storage, or those in ground 

maintenance or similar inactive roles, are provided only for improved understanding. There 

are no claims made in this report concerning the confidence level of the conversion status 

of aircraft in storage, except in the case of two aircraft that have been returned to service 

after a period in long-term storage ς one converted to conventional-only, and the other 

returned as nuclear-capable, having never been converted. US declarations of the 

conventional-only status of all B-52H aircraft in storage have been taken at face value. 

tŀǊǘ пΦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀǇǇŜƴŘƛŎŜǎ 

Part 4 consists of five appendices dealing largely with technical and historical matters, 

including tracking of often confusing reports of additions and deletions to different 

categories of the USAF B-52H inventory, armament capability changes to bring the US into 

conformity with its obligations under the New START treaty, and a more extended 

discussion of US neither confirm nor deny policy and its history. 

Appendix 1 outlines the command structure for the B-52H active fleet. All frontline B-52H 

bombers in the USAF are assigned to two major commands that report directly to USAF 

Headquarters, while a handful of training and testing aircraft are assigned to two other 

major commands. Major commands are generally organized into one or more numbered air 

force, wing, group, and squadron. (Box 1. USAF command structure ς organization.)  

Appendix 2 traces the often confusing changes in status to the total 102 B-52H aircraft that 

were originally built in 1960 and 1961, including a detailed account of changes in the active, 

inactive, storage and destroyed status from 2014 to 2024. (Table 9. B-52H fleet structure, 

2014-2024.) 

Appendix 3 provides a detailed history of the B-52H armament capability changes over the 

past decade. (Table 10. B-52H New START Treaty-related armament capability changes, 
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2014-2024.) Between September 2015 and March 2017, a total of 41 B-52H bombers were 

converted to conventional-only status.  

Appendix 4 provides a listing of all ten B-52H aircraft that have been destroyed in aviation 

incidents since the first such case in 1967 and are obviously therefore not subject to 

accountability under the New START treaty. (Table 11. B-52H aircraft destroyed in aviation 

incidents.) 

Appendix 5 amplifies several aspects of the discussion of US policy to neither confirm nor 

deny the presence of nuclear weapons as discussed in the main body of this paper. It 

includes a schematic exploration of three potential dimensions to any given application of 

the policy in relation to countries hosting nuclear-capable delivery platforms.  
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tŀǊǘ мΦ LŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ .πрн ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ς 

ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ  

The Boeing B-52H Stratofortress strategic bomber  

Nuclear-capable B-52H strategic bombers are a critical element in the US triad of nuclear 

weapons delivery platforms, along with dual-capable B-2A Spirit strategic bombers, Trident 

II submarine-launched ballistic missiles on Ohio-class submarines, and Minuteman III 

intercontinental ballistic missiles.7  

A nuclear-capable B-52H aircraft can be armed with up to 20 AGM-86B Air-Launched Cruise 

Missiles (ALCMs), with six missiles carried on each of two externally mounted pylons and 

eight internally on a rotary launcher in the weapons bay. The Boeing AGM-86B air-to-

ground cruise missile carries a W80-1 nuclear warhead, with a low to intermediate variable 

yield of 5 to 150 kilotons (the explosive yield of one kiloton is equivalent of 1,000 tonnes of 

TNT conventional explosives).8 Each nuclear-capable B-52 aircraft can carry a nuclear 

payload with a total potential explosive yield of up to 3,000 kilotons ς equivalent to 200 

Hiroshimas.  

B-52H Stratofortress aircraft are long-range offensive weapons platforms. Unrefuelled B-52s 

have a range in excess of 14,000 kms.9 With aerial refuelling, the operational range of B-52H 

aircraft is limited only by the physical endurance of the crew. Although the B-52H aircraft 

are equipped with an array of defensive and offensive electronic counter-measures, the B-

52H remains vulnerable to modern advanced air defence systems. Consequently, its 

strategic offensive roles rely on the payload of AGM-86B cruise missiles with a published 

range of 2,500 kms at high altitude stand-off ranges without needing to penetrate enemy air 

defence systems. 

¢ƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ-capable B-52H 
aircraft 

The essence of the capability to distinguish reliably between current nuclear-capable and 

conventional-only B-52 aircraft derives from verification and confidence-building measures 

 
7 Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǘǊƛŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ƅŜŜǘ ƻŦ Cπмр9 ŀƴŘ Cπор! ŘǳŀƭπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ 
ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊΦ 
8 !ƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²улπм ǿŀǊƘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ²улπпΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ wŀƴƎŜ {ǘŀƴŘ hũ ό[w{hύ 
ŀƛǊπƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƳƛǎǎƛƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦{! !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ .πрн ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊΦ Iŀƴǎ 
YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴΣ ϥ²улπм ²ŀǊƘŜŀŘ {ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ CƻǊ bŜǿ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ /ǊǳƛǎŜ aƛǎǎƛƭŜΩΣ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎΣ мл 
hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ нлмпΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŦŀǎΦƻǊƎκǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴκǿулπмψƭǊǎƻκΦ  
9 ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƳōŀǘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ .πрн όƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊύ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ мсπмт WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мффм 
ǿƘŜƴ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭƭȅπŀǊƳŜŘ .πрнD ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ ![/aǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ 
!C. ƛƴ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ ƻƴ ŀ ор ƘƻǳǊ нсΣллл ƪƳ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘǊƛǇ ŀǧŀŎƪ ƻƴ LǊŀǉ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ {ǘƻǊƳ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ 5ŀƴŀ WΦ 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ wƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ !ǊƳŜŘ IŜŀǾȅ .ƻƳōŜǊǎΥ !ƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜΣ bπопумπ!CΣ 
{ŀƴǘŀ aƻƴƛŎŀΣ /!Υ w!b5Σ мффпΣ ǇΦ урΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǊŀƴŘΦƻǊƎκŎƻƴǘŜƴǘκŘŀƳκǊŀƴŘκǇǳōǎκƴƻǘŜǎκнллуκbопумΦǇŘŦΦ  

https://fas.org/publication/w80-1_lrso/
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/notes/2008/N3481.pdf


 

 но 

developed by the United States and Russia and embedded in the text of the 2011 New 

START Treaty and its Protocol.10  

In the treaty and its protocol, elimination or conversion of a nuclear-capable heavy bomber 

is intended to remove the aircraft from the count of nuclear delivery platforms allowed 

under the Treaty. Conversion is to be followed by exhibition and inspection of a first 

example, which will ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΩ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΩǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¦{ .-1 heavy bombers, these processes 

would provide the basis for the other government to determine for itself and accept  

ΨǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ΦΦΦ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 

ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘǎΩΦ11 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΣ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ-capable and 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ψ9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ hōǎŜǊǾŀōƭŜΩΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

ƻŦ Ψ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƛƴƎκCǳǎŜƭŀƎŜΩΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ .ŀȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 5ŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŜŀǾȅ .ƻƳōŜǊǎΦΩ12 In the case of conversion of B-52H aircraft, all three 

ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ 

of acceptance by the treaty counterpart that the specified conversion met the requirements 

of the Treaty.  

In April 2014, the US announced its intention to convert 30 of the formerly nuclear-capable 

B-52H aircraft in the active inventory, along with an additional 12 in storage, with the first 

bomber conversion completed by Air Force Global Strike Command (AFGSC) by no later than 

10 September 2015.13 The conversion of all selected B-52H aircraft was completed by no 

 
10 hŶŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΣ !ŎǝǾŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ¢ǊŜŀǝŜǎΣ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ όb{¢ύΣ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ¢ŜȄǘΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀŎǉΦƻǎŘΦƳƛƭκŀǎŘŀκǎǎƛǇƳκǎŘŎκǘŎκƴǎǘκb{¢ǘŜȄǘΦƘǘƳƭΤ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ hƴ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ !ƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ hŦ 
{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hũŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƳǎ ώbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅϐΣ ǇΦ мпфΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀŎǉΦƻǎŘΦƳƛƭκŀǎŘŀκǎǎƛǇƳκǎŘŎκǘŎκƴǎǘκǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭκƛƴŘŜȄΦƘǘƳƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŜǊǎ 
ŘƛǎǝƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭƭȅπŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¦{ .πн {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ .πн ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǳŀƭπŎŀǇŀōƭŜΦ  
11 tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇΦ мпфΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀŎǉΦƻǎŘΦƳƛƭκŀǎŘŀκǎǎƛǇƳκǎŘŎκǘŎκƴǎǘκǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭκƛƴŘŜȄΦƘǘƳƭΦ  
12 tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇΦ ттΦ  
13 !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǘǊƛƪŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ !ũŀƛǊǎΣ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜΣ [ŀΣ Ψ!CD{/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ŬǊǎǘ bŜǿ 
{¢!w¢ ōƻƳōŜǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΩΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΣ мт {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмрΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀŦΦƳƛƭκbŜǿǎκ!ǊǝŎƭŜπ
5ƛǎǇƭŀȅκ!ǊǝŎƭŜκсмтснуκŀŦƎǎŎπŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎπŬǊǎǘπƴŜǿπǎǘŀǊǘπōƻƳōŜǊπŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴκΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ .πрнI ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ǿŀǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ мл {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмрΦ tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ hŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ !ƴŘ ¢ƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ hƴ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ !ƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ hŦ 
{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hũŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƳǎΣ нлмлΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ¦Φ{ΦΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ 
όǳƴƻŶŎƛŀƭ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǝƻƴύΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǿǎƧΦŎƻƳκǇǳōƭƛŎκǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎκŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκwǳǎǎƛŀΦǇŘŦ 

https://www.acq.osd.mil/asda/ssipm/sdc/tc/nst/NSTtext.html
https://www.acq.osd.mil/asda/ssipm/sdc/tc/nst/protocol/index.html
https://www.acq.osd.mil/asda/ssipm/sdc/tc/nst/protocol/index.html
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/617628/afgsc-completes-first-new-start-bomber-conversion/
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/617628/afgsc-completes-first-new-start-bomber-conversion/
https://www.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/Russia.pdf
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later than 1 March 2017, in time for treaty limits on heavy bombers under the New START 

Treaty to enter into effect on 5 February 2018.14  

Only 41 of the intended 42 B-52Hs were ultimately converted, as one bomber was 

destroyed in an aviation incident during the period that conversions took place.15  

In the case of B-рнI ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ΨŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀōƭŜΩ ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΩ 

meeting treaty requirements to distinguish dual- or nuclear-capable aircraft from those 

converted to conventional-only capability is the presence or absence of what the US analyst 

Iŀƴǎ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ŘǳōōŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ΨbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŦƛƴǎΩ όCƛƎǳǊŜǎ нΣ о ŀƴŘ п). 

Figure 2Φ {ǘŀǊōƻŀǊŘ ǎƛŘŜ ΨbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŦƛƴΩ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ .-52H 60-0059 

 
 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ [ŀǳǊŜƴ /ƭŜǾŜƴƎŜǊΣ ΨDǳŀƳ aŀȅƻǊǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ !C. ώLƳŀƎŜ мл ƻŦ ммϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 8114536, 
VIRIN: 231103-F-NI202-1227, photo date 11 November 2023, uploaded 11 November 2023, [accessed 17 

February 2023], at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8114536/guam-mayors-visit-andersen-afb.  

 

Subject to strict dating requirements, the presence of New START fins on a B-52H aircraft 

indicates nuclear-capability, and the absence of fins indicates conventional-only capability. 

¢ƘŜ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ ǘǊƛŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ΨbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŦƛƴǎΩ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ол ŎƳ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀǘtached to blisters 

mounted on the middle of the rear section of the port and starboard sides of the fuselage, 

 
14 Ψ¦Φ{Φ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ CƻǊŎŜǎΥ .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ LǎǎǳŜǎΩΣ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ мп 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнмΣ ǇΦ поΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǎƎǇΦŦŀǎΦƻǊƎκŎǊǎκƴǳƪŜκw[оосплΦǇŘŦ 
15 {ŜŜ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ о ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .πрнI ƅŜŜǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΦ 

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8114536/guam-mayors-visit-andersen-afb
https://sgp.fas.org/crs/nuke/RL33640.pdf
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several metres forward of the beginning of the tail structure. The fins are reportedly non-

functional antennas for older electronic warfare jamming equipment. 

Figure 3. Close-ǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊōƻŀǊŘ ǎƛŘŜ ΨbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŦƛƴΩ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ .-52H 60-0059 

 
 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ [ŀǳǊŜƴ /ƭŜǾŜƴƎŜǊΣ ΨDǳŀƳ aŀȅƻǊǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ !C. ώLƳŀƎŜ мл ƻŦ ммϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 8114536, 
VIRIN: 231103-F-NI202-1227, photo date 11 November 2023, uploaded 11 November 2023, [accessed 17 

February 2023], at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8114536/guam-mayors-visit-andersen-afb.  

 
The absence of fins does not in itself demonstrate that the aircraft has been denuclearized 

in a verifiable manner. Rather, the absence of fins is intended by the United States as a 

signifier or indicator to the Russian side that such aircraft have undergone substantive 

changes in accordance with the Protocol to the treaty, which could be viewed in an 

exhibition case, and verified by inspection of the exhibition case.  

Note that all Russian Federation Tu-160 Blackjack and the Tu-95 MS Bear-H heavy bombers 

covered by New START requirements are nuclear-capable, and none have been through a 

conversion process to non-nuclear status comparable to US B-52H aircraft. Accordingly, 

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ΨŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀōƭŜΩ ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΩ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8114536/guam-mayors-visit-andersen-afb
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converted bombers. For New START purposes all Russian Federation bombers counted 

under the treaty have external aircraft identifying numbers similar to the USAF Aircraft 

Serial Number that function as New START Unique Identifiers. 

Figure 4Φ !ōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŦƛƴΩ ƻƴ .-52H 61-0021 indicating 
conversion to conventional-only armament 

 
 

Hans Kristensen@nukestrat, X, photo date 19 September 2022, uploaded 19 September 2022, [accessed 3 
August 2023], at https://twitter.com/nukestrat/status/1571518011143602176. 

Limitations of existing sources of B-52H armament classification 

There have been a number of comments in recent years on social media such as Twitter/X 

claiming to identify the armament capability of particular B-52H aircraft. While some have 

been a matter of well-informed commentary by respected researchers, others have been 

unreliable.  

The original and most reliable source has been the social media commentary by Hans 

YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

experts on United States nuclear weapons. In a letter to the authors, Kristensen summarised 

his understanding of the key question:  

https://twitter.com/nukestrat/status/1571518011143602176
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Ψ!ŦǘŜǊ нлму ŀ .-52 with a fin on both sides of the fuselage indicates it is counted as 

nuclear-capable under the terms of the New START treaty (note there are also 

internal indicators on the aircraft including in the bomb bay). When the fins are 

removed and relocated to the lower part of the fuselage, that means the bomber 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜƴǳŎƭŜŀǊƛȊŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΦΩ 16 

Kristensen has been active in correcting misunderstandings ς and misrepresentations ς in 

mainstream publications and social media about whether particular aircraft are nuclear-

capable. For example, on 7 March 2023 Kristensen criticised a claim by Voice of America 

{Ŝƻǳƭ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ Dŀƭƭƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ΨǘƘŜ ¦{ ǘƻ Ǌƻƭƭ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ 

Ǝǳƴǎ ƛƴ YƻǊŜŀΩΣ ŀ ΨƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ-capable B-52 did exercises Monday with South Korea over the 

¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ {ŜŀΩΦ17 Kristensen pointed out that in a South Korean Ministry of Defence video cited 

by Gallo, the B-52 concerned (60-0025) clearly did not have New START fins installed.  

Underlining the seriousness of the issue of untested and incorrect claims of this kind, 

Kristensen noted: 

ΨbƻΣ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ άƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ-ŎŀǇŀōƭŜέ .-52 as a signal to North Korea. It sent 

the 60-0025, one of the 41 B-52s that have been denuclearized and converted to 

conventional-only capability. A reminder that extended deterrence and assurance is 

not just ŀōƻǳǘ ƴǳƪŜǎΦΩ18  

Given the possibility of significant consequences of misrepresentations of the nuclear status 

of B-52s, especially those deployed outside the United States, establishing the basis of such 

claims is particularly important. Pointing to the origin of the New START fins as Externally 

Observable Distinguishing Features that are intended under the New START treaty to 

indicate that a bomber is equipped for nuclear armaments, Kristensen confirmed the 

authors that  

ΨǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ǎŀȅ άǘƘƛǎ Ŧƛƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ 

bomber is nuclear-ŎŀǇŀōƭŜέΦΦΦΦ  

Ψaȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ōȅ 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦΩ19 

 
16 Iŀƴǎ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ŀƴǘŜǊΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ мо Wǳƭȅ нлноΦ  
17 ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DŀƭƭƻϪDŀƭƭƻ±h!Σ ¢ǿƛǧŜǊΣ с aŀǊŎƘ нлноΣ ώƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΣ 
ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜϐΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘǿƛǧŜǊΦŎƻƳκDŀƭƭƻ±h!κǎǘŀǘǳǎκмсонстфлмолстмсрсфуΤ ŀƴŘ Iŀƴǎ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴϪƴǳƪŜǎǘǊŀǘΣ 
¢ǿƛǧŜǊΣ у aŀǊŎƘ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘǿƛǧŜǊΦŎƻƳκƴǳƪŜǎǘǊŀǘκǎǘŀǘǳǎκмсоомлпнрфлтфлттууфΦ  
18 Iŀƴǎ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴϪƴǳƪŜǎǘǊŀǘΣ ¢ǿƛǧŜǊκ·Σ у aŀǊŎƘ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘǿƛǧŜǊΦŎƻƳκƴǳƪŜǎǘǊŀǘκǎǘŀǘǳǎκмсоомлпнрфлтфлттууфΦ 
19 Iŀƴǎ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ŀƴǘŜǊΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ мо Wǳƭȅ нлноΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ .πрн ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŀƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ Ŭƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¦{!C ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘΦ 

https://twitter.com/GalloVOA/status/1632679013067165698
https://twitter.com/nukestrat/status/1633104259079077889
https://twitter.com/nukestrat/status/1633104259079077889
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Considerable progress towards rectifying the lack of a comprehensive list of the armament 

status of active service B-52s came with the publication by the UK company Key Publishing 

of Boeing B-52H Stratofortress Bookazine 2022.20 Amongst much other detailed 

information, the bookazine provided a list based on extensive research by Jon Lake of the 

armaments classification of all B-52H aircraft in the active fleet, in storage, or converted to 

ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ΨƴǳŎƭŜŀǊΩ ƻǊ ΨŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŘƻǳōǘΦ21 There were a 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ŀƪŜΩǎ 

published work and those in the Aircraft List of this Special Report. These were 

subsequently resolved cooperatively through further discussion, affirming the armaments 

classifications presented in this publication.22  

And yet, however welcome private agreement amongst well informed sources may be, 

unless published results derive from robust and transparent methods, government and civil 

society researchers may lack intellectual and political confidence in such results. Since the 

primary purpose of this work is to generate reliable, robust and transparent information as 

to which B-52H aircraft are nuclear-capable, and which are not, the method of assessing 

armament classification and confidence levels assigned is critical. 

Armament classification confidence levels ς criteria for assessment 

This B-52H aircraft armament identification project uses open source materials of a low-

tech crowd-sourced type: photographs produced for purposes unrelated to this study by 

members of an informal international network of professional and non-professional 

photographers published on the internet, supplemented by US and other government 

publicity photographs.  

All the cited primary source photographs are visible online in high or very high resolution at 

the original sources at URLs provided in Part 3. Copies of these source images have been 

retained for verification purposes in the event published URLs change or disappear, or the 

interpretation of evidence is subject to question.  

The most important sources of evidence in the individual Aircraft List entries in Part 3 are 

not the photographs of the whole aircraft that we reproduce. Regrettably, for reasons of file 

size, most reproductions of much fine professional work in the Aircraft List are in low 

resolution. Readers are in every case referred to the original high quality original versions on 

the internet.  

 
20 Wƻƴ [ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎƛŜ .ŜŜ όŜŘǎΦύ .ƻŜƛƴƎ .πрнI {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ .ƻƻƪŀȊƛƴŜ нлннΣ L{.b фту м улнун ооу тΣ 
ό{ǘŀƳŦƻǊŘΣ [ƛƴŎǎΣ ¦YΥ YŜȅ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ нлннύΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǎƘƻǇΦƪŜȅǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΦŎƻƳκǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎκōπрнΦ  
21 Ψ.πрнI CƭŜŜǘ 5ƛǎǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΩΣ ƛƴ Wƻƴ [ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎƛŜ .ŜŜ όŜŘǎΦύ .ƻŜƛƴƎ .πрнI {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ .ƻƻƪŀȊƛƴŜ нлннΣ ǇǇΦ 
унπуоΦ  
22 ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ Wƻƴ [ŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǊƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

https://shop.keypublishing.com/products/b-52
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For the purposes of the Aircraft List in this Special Report, the most important information 

conveyed by primary source images are the small and sometimes indistinct reproductions of 

aircraft unique identifiers (nose and/or tail) and small photographs of cropped sections of 

the rear fuselage showing the presence or absence of New START fins ς in all cases, subject 

to the primary and process dating criteria outlined below. 

In a number of cases, primary source main images and cropped photographs of tail or nose 

numbers or fin structures, have been digitally enhanced in simple form to improve legibility. 

In each case, those enhanced versions have been identified in the text.23 A very large 

number of potentially relevant images available from diverse sources on the internet were 

assessed according to the confidence criteria set out below and summarised in Table 4.  

In each individual aircraft entry in the Aircraft List in Part 3, one primary and one or more 

secondary sources are used for classification purposes, with the primary source as the 

principal foundation for armament classification, and the secondary providing supporting 

confirmation. 

Photographs cited as primary or secondary sources to develop the armaments classification 

of any given aircraft in the Aircraft List have been assessed according to four sets of criteria: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŬƴǎΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŜũŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ƴǳƳŜǊƛŎŀƭ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ς ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ 

ŀǧǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻǊ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 

{ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻǊ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ  

¶ ¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ 

ǘǊŜŀǘȅΦ  

Primary criteria 

Two criteria are primary: the evident presence or absence of New START fins, and the date 

of the photograph in terms of the completion of the process of conversion (1 March 2017) 

and the entry into effect of the New START limits (5 February 2018).24 

 
23 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ tŀǊǘ о ƻŦ ŎǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǇƻƻǊ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ Řƻǳōǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎΦ Lƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ 
Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǾŜƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
24 5ƛǎǝƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝǾŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ м aŀǊŎƘ нлмт ǊŜǎǘǎ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ƻƴ ŀ 
¦{ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ р 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŜũŜŎǘΦ 
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For nuclear-capable aircraft: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊƛŬŀōƭŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ Ŭƴǎ ƛƴ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǝƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ м 

aŀǊŎƘ нлмт ŀƴŘ р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ 

ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ .πрнI ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊƛŬŀōƭŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ Ŭƴǎ ƛƴ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ŀƊŜǊ р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму ƛǎ 

ƻƴŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ .πрнI ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜΦ 

For conventional-only aircraft: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊƛŬŀōƭŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ Ŭƴǎ ƛƴ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǝƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ м 

aŀǊŎƘ нлмт ŀƴŘ р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ 

ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ .πрнI ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊƛŬŀōƭŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ Ŭƴǎ ƛƴ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ ŀƊŜǊ р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму ƛǎ 

ƻƴŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ .πрнI ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅΦ 

Process criteria 

In some cases where there are uncertainties in the image and its accompanying data about 

ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

same image, two process criteria are also considered.  

Photographs originating from a United States or U.S. allied government source with a clear 

statement of the date of origin are regarded more highly than unofficial sources. Wherever 

appropriate, official sources meeting criteria specified for high or moderate armament 

classification confidence levels have been preferred. 

Similarly, non-official source photographs that are provided with technical metadata that 

demonstrate the date of origin of the photograph (most commonly Exchangeable Image File 

or EXIF metadata) are regarded more highly than sources without such metadata.25 

These four criteria combine in the following manner to produce five levels of confidence for 

the armament classification for B-52H aircraft as High, Moderate, Low, Very Low, and None, 

as in Table 4. 

 
25 {ƻƳŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǳƴƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ 9·LC Řŀǘŀ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀǧŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ǎǝƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 9·LC ŘŀǘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ hƴƭƛƴŜ 9·LC ±ƛŜǿŜǊ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƻƴƭƛƴŜŜȄƛŦǾƛŜǿŜǊΦŎƻƳ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎΦ 

https://onlineexifviewer.com/
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This set of confidence criteria was applied to a countless number of source photos until all 

but one of the 76 active aircraft assigned in the Aircraft List in Part 3 achieved a rating of 

ΨIƛƎƘΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ (Table 5).  

The single exception is 60-ллмуΣ ǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ Ψ[ƻǿΩ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎŀǊŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǳǎable 

source images within acceptable date ranges. The primary source clearly shows a New 

START fin. However, although dated 15 November 2022, the published photograph lacks 

verifiable EXIF dating data. A suitable secondary source image was also unlocatable. 

Table 4. Armament classification confidence level criteria 
 

  
bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ 

 

 
/ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

IƛƎƘ 

ŀύ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ōύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ 
Ŏύ tƘƻǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ 9·LC Řŀǘŀ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŀƴ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

Řύ ¦L5 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ 

ŀύ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀōǎŜƴǘ 
ōύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ 
Ŏύ tƘƻǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ 9·LC Řŀǘŀ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 
ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

Řύ ¦L5 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ 

aƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ 

ŀύ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ōύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ /ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ 

Ŏύ tƘƻǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ 9·LC Řŀǘŀ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŀƴ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

Řύ ¦L5 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ 

ŀύ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀōǎŜƴǘ 
ōύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ /ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ 

Ŏύ tƘƻǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ 9·LC Řŀǘŀ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 
ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

Řύ ¦L5 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ 

[ƻǿ 

ŀύ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ōύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ /ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ 
Ŏύ tƘƻǘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ 9·LC Řŀǘŀ ƻǊ 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ǳƴƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

Řύ ¦L5 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ 

ŀύ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀōǎŜƴǘ 
ōύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ /ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ 
Ŏύ tƘƻǘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ 9·LC Řŀǘŀ ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ǳƴƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 

Řύ ¦L5 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ  

±ŜǊȅ [ƻǿ 
ŀύ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ  
ōύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ /ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ 
Ŏύ ¦L5 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƻǊ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ 

ŀύ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀōǎŜƴǘ 
ōύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ /ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ 
Ŏύ ¦L5 ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƻǊ ƭŜƎƛōƭŜ 

bƻƴŜ 

ŀύ bƻ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣ ƻǊ 
ōύ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΣ ƻǊ 

Ŏύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ /ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴΣ 
ƻǊ 

Řύ bƻ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 

Ŝύ bƻ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎΣ ƻǊ 
Ŧύ !ōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΣ ƻǊ 

Ǝύ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ /ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴΣ 
ƻǊ 

Ƙύ bƻ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ 

 

Confidence criteria glossary 
 

5ŀǘŜ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ 

/ƻ/ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 

/ƻ/ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ 
!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǘǊƛƪŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ƻ/ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ .πрнI ōƻƳōŜǊǎΣ м 
aŀǊŎƘ нлмт 

9·LC Řŀǘŀ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜ LƳŀƎŜ CƛƭŜ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ 



 

 он 

bŜǿ {¢!w¢ 
¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ 
aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hũŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƳǎΣ 
ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмм 

bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ΨŬƴΩ 
5ƛǎǝƴŎǝǾŜ ǎƘŀǊǇƭȅ ŀƴƎƭŜŘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǘŀƭ Ŭƴ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ 

ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ .πрнI ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŜũŜŎǘΣ р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму 

¦L5 
.πрнI ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ LŘŜƴǝŬŜǊ ό!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǊƛǾŀǝǾŜ ǘŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǎŜ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊǎύ 

 

Table 5. B-52H armament classification confidence levels ς summary of results 

 IƛƎƘ aƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ [ƻǿ ±ŜǊȅ [ƻǿ bƻƴŜ ¢ƻǘŀƭ 

bǳƳōŜǊ тр π м π π тс 

҈ ƻŦ ǘƻǘŀƭ фф҈ π м҈ π π млл҈ 

 
Unique Identifiers on B-52H aircraft 

Reliably identifying individual nuclear-capable aircraft is critical to strategic planning and 

operations, to implementing and maintaining nuclear arms control agreements, to enforcing 

nuclear weapon-free zones, and to civil society understanding of the implications of the 

introduction or deployment of nuclear weapons.  

The Protocol to the New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ9ŀŎƘ L/.aΣ ŜŀŎƘ 

{[.aΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊΩΣ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ Ψŀ ƴƻƴǊŜǇŜŀǘƛƴƎ 

alpha-numeric number that has been applied by the inspected Party to an ICBM, SLBM, or 

ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊΦΩ26 

In her memoir of the New START treaty negotiations between the United States and the 

Russian Federation, the lead US negotiator Rose Gottemoeller recalled that the idea of a 

unique identifier was very attractive to the US negotiating team: 

ΨƛŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

be recorded in the database and tracked through constant notifications, then we 

would be in an improved position to monitor the Russian ICBM force on a 24/7 

ōŀǎƛǎΦΩ27 

The ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψnonrepeating alpha-numeric 

ƴǳƳōŜǊΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

DƻǘǘŜƳƻŜƭƭŜǊΣ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

 
26 tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ hƴ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
¢ƘŜ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ !ƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ hŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hũŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƳǎ ώbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅϐΣ ǇǇΦ мпΣ мсΦ  
27 wƻǎŜ DƻǧŜƳƻŜƭƭŜǊΣ bŜƎƻǝŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ό!ƳƘŜǊǎǘΣ b¸Υ /ŀƳōǊƛŀ tǊŜǎǎΣ нлнмύΣ ǇΦ роΦ 



 

 оо 

ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎƛŘŜǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ 

that 

ΨǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛŘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦΩ28 

In this Special Report, each B-52H aircraft in the USAF inventory, whether active duty or air 

reserve, storage, or ground instruction and testing, (as well those written-off due to 

accident or destruction), is associated with four different USAF identifiers: Air Force serial 

number, tail number, fuselage nose number, and construction number, the first three of 

which are displayed on outside of the aircraft.  

The entry for B-52H 61-0035 is used here for explanatory purposes (Table 6 and Figures 5, 6, 

and 7). 

Figure 5. B-52H 61-0035 showing nose number and tail number identification 

 
 

Source: WƻǎƘǳŀ wǳǇǇŜǊǘΣ ΨB-52-61-0035 45 (6)ΩΣ Flickr, photo date 3 August 2018, uploaded 31 October 2020, 
[accessed 6 September 2023], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/130680687@N02/50552648287/.  

 

Construction Number 

The most basic administrative and functional identifier is the manufacturing serial number 

or construction number (C/N). Each B-52 aircraft manufactured by the Boeing Company 

between 1952 and 1962 was assigned a six figure manufacturing serial number.29 Commonly 

known as the construction number, it is mounted inside the aircraft, and often cited 

together with other identifiers for confirmation. In the example of B-52H 61-0035 the 

 
28 wƻǎŜ DƻǧŜƳƻŜƭƭŜǊΣ bŜƎƻǝŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ό!ƳƘŜǊǎǘΣ b¸Υ /ŀƳōǊƛŀ tǊŜǎǎΣ нлнмύΣ ǇΦ роΦ 
29 ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .πрн! όрнπллмύ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƻƴ мп CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфрмΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
.ƻŜƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ му aŀǊŎƘ мфрпΦ WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψ¦{!C .ƻƳōŜǊǎ ς .πрн! {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎΩΣ WƻŜ 
.ŀǳƎƘŜǊΦŎƻƳΣ ώŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ мл 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлноϐΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƧƻŜōŀǳƎƘŜǊΦŎƻƳκǳǎŀŦψōƻƳōŜǊǎκōрнψоΦƘǘƳƭΦ {ŜŜ 
ŀƭǎƻ Ƙƛǎ Ψ¦{!C .ƻƳōŜǊǎ ς .πрн {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎΩΣ WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΦŎƻƳΣ ώŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ мл 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлноϐΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƧƻŜōŀǳƎƘŜǊΦŎƻƳκǳǎŀŦψōƻƳōŜǊǎκōрнΦƘǘƳƭΦ  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/130680687@N02/50552648287/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130680687@N02/50552648287/
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_bombers/b52_3.html
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_bombers/b52.html
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ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ псппснΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

the Air Force Serial Number. 

Table 6. B-52H identifiers for aircraft 61-0035 
 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ смπллор 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C см лор 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ млор 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппсн 

 

Depending on their particular purpose, the identifiers take different physical forms and 

locations, discussed below in terms of the construction number, US Air Force Serial Number, 

the tail number, and the nose number. 30  

Air Force Serial Number 

After delivery to the Air Force by the manufacturer, a B-52 aircraft was allocated another six 

figure number, sometimes described as the aircraft registration number, but formally 

known as the Air Force Serial Number.31 This is made up of a two figure prefix denoting the 

last two digits of the fiscal year during which the aircraft order was placed (for B-52H 

aircraft, 60 or 61 indicate 1960 or 1961), followed by a four digit number indicating order of 

Air Force registration of the aircraft in that year ς for example 61-0035. 

The Air Force Serial Number appears on the outside of the aircraft on a small painted panel 

known as the Aircraft Data Legend on the forward fuselage below the port side cockpit 

windows. In lettering about two to five centimeters high, the Aircraft Data Legend indicates 

the type of the aircraft, the Boeing Production Block of this aircraft, and the Air Force Serial 

Number, together with a set of smaller print technical data, including the number of crew 

members, jet fuel type, and external fuel control information (Figure 6).  

 
30 ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦{ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜǊǎ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ 5Ǌ 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ¦{!{/π¦{!!{π¦{!!/π¦{!!Cπ¦{!C aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ !ƛǊŎǊŀƊ {ŜǊƛŀƭ 
bǳƳōŜǊǎππмфлу ǘƻ tǊŜǎŜƴǘΩΣ WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΦŎƻƳΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƧƻŜōŀǳƎƘŜǊΦŎƻƳκǳǎŀŦψǎŜǊƛŀƭǎκǳǎŀŦǎŜǊƛŀƭǎΦƘǘƳƭΦ 
{ŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ŜǊǊŀƴƻΣ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎΣ .ƻƻƪ ±LLΥ ¢ŀƛƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΥ руπлнрс ǘƻ слπллруΣ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 
9Řƛǝƻƴ όǳƴŀōǊƛŘƎŜŘύΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ /ŀǘŀƭƻƎΣ .ƻƻƪ ±LLLΥ ¢ŀƛƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΥ слπллрф ǘƻ смπллплΣ {ŜŎƻƴŘ 
9Řƛǝƻƴ όǳƴŀōǊƛŘƎŜŘύΣ ό{ŜŀǧƭŜΣ ²!Υ YƛƴŘƭŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ !ƳŀȊƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ [[/Σ нлмуύΦ 
31 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ !Ǿƛŀǝƻƴ 
!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ C!!πǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊΦ  

https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/usafserials.html
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Figure 6. B-52H 61-0035 Air Force Serial Number on the Aircraft Data Legend 

 
 

Source: Lŀƴ !ōōƻǘǘΣ Ψ.-52H 61-ллор ŀǘ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ !C. όнύΩΣ Flickr, photo date 30 March 2019, uploaded 21 April 
2019, [accessed 26 October 2023], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/ian_e_abbott/33778686428.  

 

The Air Force Serial Number, located only in small print on the Aircraft Data Legend, is often 

ŎƛǘŜŘ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψǘŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊΩΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 

by their Air Force Serial Number, and for New START Treaty purposes that number is treated 

ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊΩ ƻǊ Ψ¦L5ΩΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ǘŀƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ 

reproduce most of the UID information. 

Tail number 

The most visible external identifier on each aircraft is the tail number painted in large font 

on the lower portion of both vertical surfaces of the tail structure. While based on the Air 

Force Serial Number, the tail number is abbreviated from six digits to five, preceded by the 

letters AF. These two letters and the first two digits of the Air Force Serial Number denoting 

the year of ordering (60 or 61) are painted in a fairly small font, followed by the last three 

digits of the serial number in large font designed to be seen from several hundred meters 

away. In the example of B-52H 61-0035 the tail number is AF 61 035.  

The tail number, together with the very large letters usually present to signify the main 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǳƴƛǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψǘŀƛƭ 

ŎƻŘŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ōŀǎŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ .-52H aircraft in the currŜƴǘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ ŀǊŜ Ψ[!Ω 

ό.ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ !CD{/ ǳƴƛǘǎύΣ Ψa¢Ω όaƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ !CD{/ ǳƴƛǘǎύΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ.5Ω ό.ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C. !ƛǊ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ian_e_abbott/33778686428
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Force Reserve Command units) (see Appendix 1. B-52H Command Structure). However, 

base and unit tail codes are not always present. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴƛǘ ΨŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩΣ ǘŀƛƭ 

codes also indicate the Numbered Air Force, Operations Group, Bomb Wing or Squadron to 

which the aircraft is allocated. 

Nose number 

A four digit number painted in fairly large font on both sides of the fuselage just aft of the 

cockpit provides another external identifier, replicating most of the essential information of 

the longer form Air Force Serial number and the tail number. The nose number consists of 

the last digit of the year of manufacture of the B-52H (0 or 1), followed by a single zero (0), 

and then followed by the last two digits of the Air Force Serial Number (and of the tail 

number). Hence, in the case of 61-0025, the four figure identifier on the front section of the 

fuselage is 1025. 

Figure 7. Tail number and fuselage nose number on B-52H 61-0035  
(images enhanced) 

 
Source: WƻǎƘǳŀ wǳǇǇŜǊǘΣ ΨB-52-61-0035 45 (6)ΩΣ Flickr, photo date 3 August 2018, uploaded 31 October 2020, 

[accessed 6 September 2023], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/130680687@N02/50552648287/ 

 

If the aircraft is known to be a B-52, the nose number presents the same information as the 

tail number. While apparently redundant, their separated locations at different ends of the 

aircraft increase the chance that an aircraft will be correctly identified even if some part or 

all of one identifier is obscured.  

For the years 1960 and 1961, a limited number of Air Force Serial Numbers beginning with 

60- and 61- were allocated to B-52H aircraft (60-0001 to 60-0062, and 61-0001 to 61-0040 

respectively). Other types of aircraft entering the USAF inventory in those years were given 

Air Force Serial Numbers beginning with 60- or 61-, but with suffix numbers following on 

from that of the last B-52H aircraft number. Accordingly, if an aircraft was known to be a B-

52H, then the tail and nose numbers were sufficient to distinguish the aircraft from both 

other B-52s and all others. 

  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/130680687@N02/50552648287/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130680687@N02/50552648287/
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Aircraft identifier legibility criteria 

For the present purpose of reliably identifying individual aircraft in order to classify their 

armament as nuclear-capable or conventional-only, one criterion of high confidence 

identification is based on legibility of either the tail number or the nose number, and where 

possible, both. 

The primary results of this study are presented in summary form in Table 7. The detailed 

evidence for each individual aircraft is presented in Part 3.  

Table 7. B-52H active aircraft armament classification and armament 
classification confidence level (2024) 

Note: This table of the active inventory of B-52H aircraft omits aircraft that have been written-off, ground 
instructional and training aircraft (GITA), and aircraft in storage for which the armament classification criteria 

in this study do not apply (Tables 1, 3, 10, and 11).  
 

 Air Force  

Serial 

Number  

Armament 

classification 

Armament 

classification 

confidence 

level 

мΦ 60-0001 Nuclear-capable High 

нΦ 60-0002 Nuclear-capable High 

оΦ 60-0003 Conventional-only High 

пΦ 60-0004 Nuclear-capable High 

рΦ 60-0005 Nuclear-capable High 

сΦ 60-0007 Nuclear-capable High 

тΦ 60-0008 Nuclear-capable High 

уΦ 60-0009 Nuclear-capable High 

фΦ 60-0011 Conventional-only High 

млΦ 60-0012 Nuclear-capable High 

ммΦ 60-0013 Nuclear-capable High 

мнΦ 60-0015 Conventional-only High 

мо 60-0017 Nuclear-capable High 

мпΦ 60-0018 Nuclear-capable Low 

мрΦ 60-0021 Nuclear-capable High 

 Air Force  

Serial 

Number  

Armament 

classification 

Armament 

classification 

confidence 

level 

мсΦ 60-0022 Nuclear-capable High 

мтΦ 60-0023 Conventional-only High 

муΦ 60-0024 Conventional-only High 

мфΦ 60-0025 Conventional-only High 

нлΦ 60-0026 Nuclear-capable High 

нмΦ 60-0028 Nuclear-capable High 

ннΦ 60-0029 Nuclear-capable High 

ноΦ 60-0031 Nuclear-capable High 

нпΦ 60-0032 Nuclear-capable High 

нрΦ 60-0033 Nuclear-capable High 

нсΦ 60-0034 Conventional-only High 

нтΦ 60-0035 Conventional-only High 

нуΦ 60-0036 Nuclear-capable High 

нфΦ 60-0037 Nuclear-capable High 

олΦ 60-0038 Conventional-only High 



 

 оу 

 Air Force  

Serial 

Number  

Armament 

classification 

Armament 

classification 

confidence 

level 

омΦ 60-0041 Conventional-only High 

онΦ 60-0042 Conventional-only High 

ооΦ 60-0044 Nuclear-capable High 

опΦ 60-0045 Conventional-only High 

орΦ 60-0048 Nuclear-capable High 

осΦ 60-0050 Nuclear-capable High 

отΦ 60-0051 Conventional-only High 

оуΦ 60-0052 Conventional-only High 

офΦ 60-0054 Conventional-only High 

плΦ 60-0055 Nuclear-capable High 

пмΦ 60-0056 Nuclear-capable High 

пнΦ 60-0057 Conventional-only High 

поΦ 60-0058 Nuclear-capable High 

ппΦ 60-0059 Nuclear-capable High 

прΦ 60-0060 Conventional-only High 

псΦ 60-0061 Conventional-only High 

птΦ 60-0062 Nuclear-capable High 

пуΦ 61-0001 Nuclear-capable High 

пфΦ 61-0002 Nuclear-capable High 

рлΦ 61-0003 Conventional-only High 

рмΦ 61-0004 Conventional-only High 

рнΦ 61-0005 Nuclear-capable High 

роΦ 61-0006 Nuclear-capable High 

рпΦ 61-0007 Nuclear-capable High 

 Air Force  

Serial 

Number  

Armament 

classification 

Armament 

classification 

confidence 

level 

ррΦ 61-0008 Conventional-only High 

рсΦ 61-0010 Nuclear-capable High 

ртΦ 61-0011 Conventional-only High 

руΦ 61-0012 Nuclear-capable High 

рфΦ 61-0013 Nuclear-capable High 

слΦ 61-0014 Conventional-only High 

смΦ 61-0015 Nuclear-capable High 

снΦ 61-0016 Nuclear-capable High 

соΦ 61-0017 Conventional-only High 

спΦ 61-0018 Conventional-only High 

срΦ 61-0019 Nuclear-capable High 

ссΦ 61-0020 Nuclear-capable High 

стΦ 61-0021 Conventional-only High 

суΦ 61-0028 Nuclear-capable High 

сфΦ 61-0029 Conventional-only High 

тлΦ 61-0031 Conventional-only High 

тмΦ 61-0034 Nuclear-capable High 

тнΦ 61-0035 Nuclear-capable High 

тоΦ 61-0036 Conventional-only High 

тпΦ 61-0038 Conventional-only High 

трΦ 61-0039 Nuclear-capable High 

тсΦ 61-0040 Nuclear-capable High 
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tŀǊǘ нΦ LŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ .πрнǎΥ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ  

Contemporary deployment patterns 

In recent years the United States has adapted its strategic air capabilities to the growing 

multipolarity of what it perceives to be threats to US interests. In particular, this suite of 

policy shifts is addressed to the rise of Chinese capabilities in the Pacific, developments in 

Europe resulting from the deterioration of US-Russia relations and the war in Ukraine, and 

ongoing US strategic concerns in the Middle East and Central Asia.  

One set of recent US policy shifts has centred on restructuring and renovating longstanding 

alliance structures. Another has emphasized closer military integration with both formal 

allies and quasi-allies under the mantra of interoperability. An awareness of the 

vulnerability of US strategic bomber forces concentrated in forward bases has led to a more 

distributed force posture and accompanying new operational concepts. This blend of 

shifting US strategic threat perceptions, strategic vulnerabilities in forward basing 

arrangements, and resulting new capability requirements has led to a distinctive and 

somewhat novel pattern of deployments of US B-52H, B-2, and B-1 strategic bombers.  

All US strategic bombers, including B-1, B-2, and B-52H bombers, are currently homebased 

in the continental United States. 76 B-52H aircraft in the active fleet are mainly based at 

either Minot AFB in North Dakota or Barksdale AFB in Louisiana. None are permanently 

based outside the continental United States.32  

However, Air Force Global Strike Command B-52s from both Barksdale and Minot are 

regularly deployed to bases around the world on what are known today as Bomber Task 

Force (BTF) missions, and what prior to 2018 were referred to as Bomber Assurance and 

Deterrence deployments. B-52s also regularly conduct Continental United States (CONUS) to 

CONUS missions, which involve departing from the US to one of the combatant command 

areas of responsibility around the world before returning to the US without landing.33 In the 

period following the entry into force of New START treaty limits in 2018 until July 2024, B-

52H bombers have been deployed for longer or shorter periods on BTF missions, and for 

 
32 Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнл ǘƘŜ ¦{!C ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǝƴǳƻǳǎ .ƻƳōŜǊ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DǳŀƳ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ .πрнǎΣ .πнΣ ŀƴŘ .πм 
ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ мс ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ .ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ Ǌƻǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ /hb¦{πōŀǎŜŘ 
ǳƴƛǘǎΣ ōƻǘƘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǊƳŜŘΦ 5ƛŀƴŀ {ǘŀƴŎȅ /ƻǊǊŜƭƭΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƛǘǎ 
/ƻƴǝƴǳƻǳǎ .ƻƳōŜǊ tǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ DǳŀƳΩΣ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ¢ƛƳŜǎΣ нн !ǇǊƛƭ нлнлΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀƛǊŦƻǊŎŜǝƳŜǎΦŎƻƳκƴŜǿǎκȅƻǳǊπŀƛǊπŦƻǊŎŜκнлнлκлпκнмκǘƘŜπŀƛǊπŦƻǊŎŜπƘŀǎπǎǘƻǇǇŜŘπƛǘǎπŎƻƴǝƴǳƻǳǎπ
ōƻƳōŜǊπǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜπƳƛǎǎƛƻƴπƛƴπƎǳŀƳκΦ  
33 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ vΦ .Ǌƻǿƴ WǊΦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{!CΣ ΨǘƘǊŜŜ ǝƳŜǎ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŀ ōƻƳōŜǊ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊŎŜ 
ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ м ǘƻ о ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƻπtŀŎƛŬŎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ /hb¦{πǘƻπ
/hb¦{ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǘƻ Lb5ht!/haΦΩ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ CƻǊ CƛǎŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ 
нлннΣ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ CƛǎŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ нлнн .ǳŘƎŜǘ wŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ммтǘƘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ όнлнмπнлннύΣ WǳƴŜ мс 
нлнмΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦƎƻǾκŜǾŜƴǘκммтǘƘπŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎκƘƻǳǎŜπŜǾŜƴǘκммнулмκǘŜȄǘΦ  

https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2020/04/21/the-air-force-has-stopped-its-continuous-bomber-presence-mission-in-guam/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2020/04/21/the-air-force-has-stopped-its-continuous-bomber-presence-mission-in-guam/
https://www.congress.gov/event/117th-congress/house-event/112801/text
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ΨƛƴǘŜǊƻǇŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΩΣ ǘƻ ōŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ eight different countries or territories, including 

Australia, the British Indian Ocean Territories (Diego Garcia), Guahan, Indonesia, the 

Republic of Korea, Romania, Spain, the United Arab Emirates, and the United Kingdom. 

Using the armament classification procedures and data from this study, it is clear that both 

nuclear-capable and conventionally-armed B-52H aircraft have been deployed to these host 

countries in recent years.  

Table 8 presents examples of deployments of differing frequency, duration and type to 

these countries and territories, in an intensifying pattern. In this century, the UK, Spain and 

the UAE have frequently hosted Bomber Task Force deployments since the days of the Iraq 

war, a pattern that intensified following the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Guam has 

experienced frequent rotations of Bomber Task Forces since the end of the Continuous 

Bomber Presence in 2020. In Australia, compared with the intense presence at RAAF Base 

Darwin in the 1980s, B-52 deployments in recent years have been limited in number ς 

though fly-overs and participation in exercises have been frequent and regular. However, 

since the commencement of the Enhanced Air Cooperation initiative in 2017, and with the 

planned completion of USAF dedicated infrastructure at RAAF Base Tindal in northern 

Australia in 2026, B-52H rotational deployments of up to six B-52H aircraft will become a 

permanent and more frequent occurrence.34  

Table 8. Selected recent B-52H Bomber Task Force deployments and 
interoperability visits (2019-2024) 

.ŀǎŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅκ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ  5ŀǘŜǎ !ƛǊŎǊŀƊ 

!ƭ ¦ŘŜƛŘ !. ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ !Ǌŀō 9ƳƛǊŀǘŜǎ мн hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлно ς ΨǎƘƻǊǘ ǘŜǊƳ 
ŘŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩ ƛ 

слπллон όbύ 
Ҍ м 

!ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ !C. DǳŀƳ όǳƴƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ 
ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ύ 

.¢C ноπпΥ нп hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлно ς мп 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлно ƛƛ 

слπллон όbύ 

слπллрф όbύ 

/ƘŜƻƴƎƧǳ !. wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ YƻǊŜŀ мт hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлно ς Κ ƛƛƛ слπллнм όbύ 

5ƛŜƎƻ DŀǊŎƛŀ .ǊƛǝǎƘ LƴŘƛŀƴ hŎŜŀƴ 
¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ όŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ 
ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅύ 

с WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнл ς ом aŀǊŎƘ 
нлнл ƛǾ 

с .πрнǎ 

YǳŀƭŀƴŀƳǳ 
LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ 
aŜŘŀƴ 

LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀ мф WǳƴŜ нлно ς Κ Ǿ слπллоп ό/ύ 

слπлллт όbύ 

aƛƘŀƛƭ YƻƎŇƭƴƛŎŜŀƴǳ !. wƻƳŀƴƛŀ .¢C нпπпΥ нм Wǳƭȅ нлнп ς нс Wǳƭȅ 
нлнп Ǿƛ 

слπллнп ό/ύ 

слπллрп ό/ύ 

aƻǊƻƴ !.  {Ǉŀƛƴ .¢C ноπнΥ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлно ς Κ Ǿƛƛ  слπллнс όbύ 

слπллрс όbύ 

 
34 ¢ƻ ŘŀǘŜΣ ƴƻǾŜƭ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀƴ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōǊƛŜŦΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƻǇŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 5ƛŜƎƻ 
DŀǊŎƛŀ ƛǎ ǎŎŀǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ 



 

 пм 

Ҍ н 

w!!C .ŀǎŜ 5ŀǊǿƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ м !ǇǊƛƭ нлмф ς Κ Ǿƛƛƛ  слπлллр όbύ 

слπллпп όbύ 

w!C CŀƛǊŦƻǊŘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ  .¢C ннπоΥ му !ǳƎǳǎǘ ς нм 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнн ƛȄ  

слπлллр όbύ 

слπллно ό/ύ 

слπллоп ό/ύ 

слπллнс όbύ 

 

Notes: BTF ς Bomber Task Force; (N) ς nuclear-capable; (C) ς conventional-only 

 
ƛ Ψ¢ǿƻ .πрн .ƻƳōŜǊǎ !ǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ !ƭ ¦ŘŜƛŘ !ƛǊ .ŀǎŜ ƴŜŀǊ tŜǊǎƛŀƴ DǳƭŦΣ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΩΣ ²ŀǊ ƛǎ .ƻǊƛƴƎΣ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΣ мн 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκǿŀǘŎƘΚǾҐƳ²ƻ¸π5ŀмȅƴ9Φ  
ƛƛ !ƭŜȄ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ ΨCǊŜǎƘ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ .πрн ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ DǳŀƳ ŦƻǊ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΩǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩΣ {ǘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
{ǘǊƛǇŜǎΣ нп hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǎǘǊƛǇŜǎΦŎƻƳκǘƘŜŀǘŜǊǎκŀǎƛŀψǇŀŎƛŬŎκнлноπмлπнпκōрнπōƻƳōŜǊǎπƎǳŀƳπ
ǘŀǎƪπŦƻǊŎŜπммуммсроΦƘǘƳƭΤ Ψ.πрнǎ [ŜŀǾŜ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ !C. !ƊŜǊ .¢C 5ŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΩΣ 5±L5{ мм bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŘǾƛŘǎƘǳōΦƴŜǘκƛƳŀƎŜκумнтпмнκōπрнǎπƭŜŀǾŜπŀƴŘŜǊǎŜƴπŀŧπŀƊŜǊπōǜπŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ !ǎƘƛǎƘ 
5ŀƴƎǿŀƭΣ Ψ¦{ .πрнǎ ΨwŜǎǇƻƴŘΩ ¢ƻ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ¢ǳπфр .ƻƳōŜǊǎΤ IƻƭŘ Wƻƛƴǘ 5Ǌƛƭƭǎ ²ƛǘƘ WŀǇŀƴ !ƊŜǊ wǳ!C aǳǎŎƭŜπ
CƭŜȄƛƴƎΩΣ 9ǳǊŀǎƛŀƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎΣ му hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлноΣ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜǳǊŀǎƛŀƴǝƳŜǎΦŎƻƳκǳǎπōπрнǎπǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎπǘƻπǊǳǎǎƛŀƴπǘǳπ
фрπōƻƳōŜǊǎπƘƻƭŘǎπƧƻƛƴǘπŘǊƛƭƭǎκΦ  
ƛƛƛ WǳƴƴƻǎǳƪŜ YƻōŀǊŀΣ Ψ¦Φ{Φ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƻũ .πрн ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ǇǳǎƘΩΣ bƛƪƪŜƛ !ǎƛŀΣ нл hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŀǎƛŀΦƴƛƪƪŜƛΦŎƻƳκtƻƭƛǝŎǎκ5ŜŦŜƴǎŜκ¦Φ{ΦπǎƘƻǿǎπƻũπ.πрнπƛƴπ{ƻǳǘƘπYƻǊŜŀπŀǎπǇŀǊǘπƻŦπŘŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜπ
ǇǳǎƘΤ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ŜƴƛƻǩΣ Ψ¦Φ{Φ .πрн {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ .ƻƳōŜǊ aŀƪŜǎ CƛǊǎǘ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ Lƴ ор ¸ŜŀǊǎΩΣ ¢ƘŜ 
!ǾƛŀǝƻƴƛǎǘΣ мт hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜŀǾƛŀǝƻƴƛǎǘΦŎƻƳκнлноκмлκмтκōπрнπǎƻǳǘƘπƪƻǊŜŀπƭŀƴŘƛƴƎκΦ  
ƛǾ hǊƛŀƴŀ tŀǿƭȅƪΣ Ψ!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ {ŜƴŘǎ .πрн .ƻƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ 5ƛŜƎƻ DŀǊŎƛŀ !ƳƛŘ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ .ǳƛƭŘǳǇΥ wŜǇƻǊǘΩΣ 
aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΦŎƻƳΣ с WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΦŎƻƳκŘŀƛƭȅπƴŜǿǎκнлнлκлмκлсκŀƛǊπŦƻǊŎŜπǎŜƴŘǎπōπрнπ
ōƻƳōŜǊǎπŘƛŜƎƻπƎŀǊŎƛŀπŀƳƛŘπƳƛŘŘƭŜπŜŀǎǘπōǳƛƭŘǳǇπǊŜǇƻǊǘΦƘǘƳƭΦ  
Ǿ !ƴǘƻƴ {ǳƘŀǊǘƻƴƻΣ ΨtŜǊǘŀƳŀ YŀƭƛΣ !{ YŜǊŀƘƪŀƴ н tŜǎŀǿŀǘ tŜƴƎŜōƻƳ .πрнI {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ ƪŜ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩΣ 
ƛbŜǿǎΦƛŘΣ нн Wǳƴƛ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƛƴŜǿǎΦƛŘκƴŜǿǎκƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǎƛƻƴŀƭκǇŜǊǘŀƳŀπƪŀƭƛπŀǎπƪŜǊŀƘƪŀƴπнπǇŜǎŀǿŀǘπ
ǇŜƴƎŜōƻƳπōπрнƘπǎǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎπƪŜπƛƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΤ ²ƛƭōŜǊǘ ¢ŀƴŀΣ ΨслπлллтΩΣ WŜǘǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ мф WǳƴŜ нлноΣ 
ǳǇƭƻŀŘŜŘ с Wǳƭȅ нлноΣ ώŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ у !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлноϐΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƧŜǘǇƘƻǘƻǎΦŎƻƳκǇƘƻǘƻκммллпррфΤ hƭƛǾŜǊ 
tŀǊƪŜƴΣ Ψ.πрн .ƻƳōŜǊǎ !ǊǊƛǾŜ Lƴ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ¢ƛƳŜΩΣ ¢ƘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ нл WǳƴŜ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǘƘŜŘǊƛǾŜΦŎƻƳκǘƘŜπǿŀǊπȊƻƴŜκōπрнπōƻƳōŜǊǎπŀǊǊƛǾŜπƛƴπƛƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀπŦƻǊπǘƘŜπŬǊǎǘπǝƳŜΤ Ψ!{ YŜǊŀƘƪŀƴ 
.ƻƳōŜǊ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛǎ ŘŀƭŀƳ [ŀǘƎŀō ŘŜƴƎŀƴ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩΣ ¢ǊƛōǳǘŜ!ǎƛŀΣ нн Wǳƴƛ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘǊƛōǳǘŜŀǎƛŀΦŎƻƳκƛƴŘŜȄΦǇƘǇκнлноκлсκннκŀǎπƪŜǊŀƘƪŀƴπōƻƳōŜǊπǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛǎπŘŀƭŀƳπƭŀǘƎŀōπŘŜƴƎŀƴπ
ƛƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀκΤ bƛǊƳŀƭŀ aŀǳƭŀƴŀ !ŎƘƳŀŘ Řŀƴ LŎƘŀ wŀǎǝƪŀΣ ϥtŜǎŀǿŀǘ tŜƴƎŜōƻƳ .πрнI {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ aƛƭƛƪ !{ 
aŜƴŘŀǊŀǘ Řƛ aŜŘŀƴΣ !ƪŀƴ [ŀǝƘŀƴ .ŀǊŜƴƎ ¢bL !¦ϥΣ YƻƳǇŀǎΣ мф Wǳƴƛ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴŀǎƛƻƴŀƭΦƪƻƳǇŀǎΦŎƻƳκǊŜŀŘκнлноκлсκмфκмомооромκǇŜǎŀǿŀǘπǇŜƴƎŜōƻƳπōπрнƘπǎǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎπƳƛƭƛƪπŀǎπ
ƳŜƴŘŀǊŀǘπŘƛπƳŜŘŀƴπŀƪŀƴΦ  
vi {ŜǘƘ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ Ψ.ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ нп-п ²ǊŀǇ ¦ǇΩΣ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜΣ нф Wǳƭȅ нлнпΣ ŀǘ 
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Display/Article/3853172/bomber-task-force-24-4-wrap-up/ 
Ǿƛƛ ½ŀŎƘŀǊȅ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΣ Ψ.ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ ноπнΥ ноǊŘ 9.{ wŜǘǳǊƴǎ ǘƻ aƻǊƽƴΩΣ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǘǊƛƪŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ о 
aŀǊŎƘ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀŦƎǎŎΦŀŦΦƳƛƭκbŜǿǎκ!ǊǝŎƭŜπ5ƛǎǇƭŀȅκ!ǊǝŎƭŜκоонлнтлκōƻƳōŜǊπǘŀǎƪπŦƻǊŎŜπноπнπноǊŘπ
ŜōǎπǊŜǘǳǊƴǎπǘƻπƳƻǊƴκΤ ŀƴŘ !Lw.h¸5Σ Ψ.πрнϥǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘ aƛƴƻǘ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ ω .¢C ноπнΩΣ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΣ мм aŀǊŎƘ нлноΣ 
ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκǿŀǘŎƘΚǾҐǎ.DW{ƘtуȊ¢¦Φ  
viii ½ŀŘŜ ±ŀŘƴŀƛǎΣ ΨноǊŘ 9.{ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ōƻƳōŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ {ƘƛŜƭŘ нлмфΩ, U.S. Strategic Command, 1 April 
2019, at https://www.stratcom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1802985/23rd-ebs-brings-
bomber-support-to-diamond-shield-2019.  
ix Ψ.ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ ό.¢Cύς 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩΣ RAF Fairford ς USAF Base History, [accessed 24 November 2023], at 
https://www.raf-fairford.co.uk/btf-europe/; Rachel S. Cohen,'B-52s flying bomber task force missions over 
Europe', Air Force Times, 23 August 2022, at https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-
force/2022/08/22/b-52s-flying-bomber-task-force-missions-over-europe/; Eugene Oliver,'Bomber Task Force 
concludes strategic mission at RAF Fairford', 501st Combat Support Wing, 26 September 2023, at 
https://www.501csw.usafe.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3170075/bomber-task-force-concludes-
strategic-mission-at-raf-fairford/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWoY-Da1ynE
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2023-10-24/b52-bombers-guam-task-force-11811653.html
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/asia_pacific/2023-10-24/b52-bombers-guam-task-force-11811653.html
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8127412/b-52s-leave-andersen-afb-after-btf-deployment
https://www.eurasiantimes.com/us-b-52s-responds-to-russian-tu-95-bombers-holds-joint-drills/
https://www.eurasiantimes.com/us-b-52s-responds-to-russian-tu-95-bombers-holds-joint-drills/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/U.S.-shows-off-B-52-in-South-Korea-as-part-of-deterrence-push
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/U.S.-shows-off-B-52-in-South-Korea-as-part-of-deterrence-push
https://theaviationist.com/2023/10/17/b-52-south-korea-landing/
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/01/06/air-force-sends-b-52-bombers-diego-garcia-amid-middle-east-buildup-report.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2020/01/06/air-force-sends-b-52-bombers-diego-garcia-amid-middle-east-buildup-report.html
https://www.inews.id/news/internasional/pertama-kali-as-kerahkan-2-pesawat-pengebom-b-52h-stratofortress-ke-indonesia
https://www.inews.id/news/internasional/pertama-kali-as-kerahkan-2-pesawat-pengebom-b-52h-stratofortress-ke-indonesia
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/11004559
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/b-52-bombers-arrive-in-indonesia-for-the-first-time
https://tributeasia.com/index.php/2023/06/22/as-kerahkan-bomber-strategis-dalam-latgab-dengan-indonesia/
https://tributeasia.com/index.php/2023/06/22/as-kerahkan-bomber-strategis-dalam-latgab-dengan-indonesia/
https://nasional.kompas.com/read/2023/06/19/13133531/pesawat-pengebom-b-52h-stratofortress-milik-as-mendarat-di-medan-akan
https://nasional.kompas.com/read/2023/06/19/13133531/pesawat-pengebom-b-52h-stratofortress-milik-as-mendarat-di-medan-akan
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Display/Article/3853172/bomber-task-force-24-4-wrap-up/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3320270/bomber-task-force-23-2-23rd-ebs-returns-to-morn/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3320270/bomber-task-force-23-2-23rd-ebs-returns-to-morn/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBGJShP8zTU
https://www.stratcom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1802985/23rd-ebs-brings-bomber-support-to-diamond-shield-2019
https://www.stratcom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1802985/23rd-ebs-brings-bomber-support-to-diamond-shield-2019
https://www.raf-fairford.co.uk/btf-europe/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2022/08/22/b-52s-flying-bomber-task-force-missions-over-europe/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2022/08/22/b-52s-flying-bomber-task-force-missions-over-europe/
https://www.501csw.usafe.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3170075/bomber-task-force-concludes-strategic-mission-at-raf-fairford/
https://www.501csw.usafe.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3170075/bomber-task-force-concludes-strategic-mission-at-raf-fairford/
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The Australian rotational deployment at Tindal 

RAAF Base Tindal is one of the numerous northern Australian defence facilities currently 

being expanded by the Australian and US governments as part of the Force Posture 

Initiatives following the signing of the United States-Australian Force Posture Agreement 

(FPA) in 2014. Under the Force Posture Agreement and its associated Memorandum of 

Understanding on Agreed Facilities and Areas (MOU) signed in May 2015, United States 

ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ΨŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘive 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΩΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ35  

The US-funded expansion of RAAF Base Tindal in the Northern Territory includes 

construction of a squadron operations facility, fuel farm, maintenance facility, logistics and 

sustainment capacity, and a 500 metre-long apron to support up to six B-52H aircraft, 

and/or C-17 transport aircraft (Figures 8, 9, and 10).36  

The nature of the expansion indicates a shift from existing air cooperation arrangements 

between Australia and the US, centred on joint training exercises and enhancing 

interoperability, to a focus on strategic operations and potential combat missions launched 

from Australian territory. Beyond basing and logistics, Australian assistance to B-52 missions 

from Tindal will involve Australian F-35 strike aircraft and Airborne Early Warning and 

Control aircraft protection, and aerial refuelling capacity from up to four Tindal-based 

aircraft.  

The B-52s deployed to Tindal will be home-based in the continental United States, and 

Ŧƭƻǿƴ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƻƴ ΨǊƻǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΩΣ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ 

short periods of up to three weeks. On the other hand, not only are large-scale USAF B-52-

dedicated permanent facilities under construction, but permanent US staffing at Tindal will 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ΨǳǇ ǘƻ тр ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

personnel for other infrastructure, including permanent staff for the maintenance facility, 

hangar and apron activities, fuel farm, and support for visiting aircraft.37 

 
35 {ŜŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ŀƴǘŜǊΣ Ψ/ƻǾŜǊ ǳǇΥ ¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ¦{ ōŀǎŜǎΩΣ tŜŀǊƭǎ ϧ LǊǊƛǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ нр 
Wǳƭȅ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκƧƻƘƴƳŜƴŀŘǳŜΦŎƻƳκŎƻǾŜǊπǳǇπǘƘŜπŀǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴπƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎπǎŜŎǊŜǘπƭƛǎǘπƻŦπǳǎπōŀǎŜǎκΦ 
Ψ/ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝǾŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΩ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǝƴŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ΨƧƻƛƴǘΩ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ tƛƴŜ DŀǇΦ 
36 LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ /ŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ 9{¢ллопс ¢5[ wŜŘŜǾ κ 9{¢ллопт Y/πол! CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ²ƻǊƪ tŀŎƪŀƎŜΥ LƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ 
wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ όL¢wύ .ǊƛŜŦΣ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳΣ 9{¢ллопс w!!C .ŀǎŜ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭ wŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǘŀƎŜ с ŀƴŘ 
9{¢ллоптΣ ¦{ CƻǊŎŜ tƻǎǘǳǊŜ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ ό¦{CtLύ w!!C .ŀǎŜ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭ !ƛǊŬŜƭŘΣ ²ƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ 
ώŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ мп aŀȅ нлноϐΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκƎŀǘŜǿŀȅΦƛŎƴΦƻǊƎΦŀǳκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘκпмсмκŜǎǘллопсπǘŘƭπǊŜŘŜǾπŜǎǘллоптπƪŎπолŀπ
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ  
37 bŀǾŀƭ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ όb!±C!/ύΣ {ǇŜŎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ C¸нн a/!CΣ t!CмултллΣ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ 
hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ w!!C .ŀǎŜ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ о aŀǊŎƘ нлноΣ ǇΦ млΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǘŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴǝƳŜΦŎƻƳκǘŜƴŘŜǊǎπŘŜǘŀƛƭǎκŦȅннπƳŎŀŦπǇŀŦмултллπǎǉǳŀŘǊƻƴπƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎπŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅπǊƻȅŀƭπ
ŀǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴπŀƛǊπŦƻǊŎŜπōŀǎŜπǝƴŘŀƭπŀǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀπрлуонтŎκΦ  

https://johnmenadue.com/cover-up-the-australian-governments-secret-list-of-us-bases/
https://johnmenadue.com/cover-up-the-australian-governments-secret-list-of-us-bases/
https://gateway.icn.org.au/project/4161/est00346-tdl-redev-est00347-kc-30a-facilities
https://gateway.icn.org.au/project/4161/est00346-tdl-redev-est00347-kc-30a-facilities
https://www.tendersontime.com/tenders-details/fy22-mcaf-paf180700-squadron-operations-facility-royal-australian-air-force-base-tindal-australia-508327c/
https://www.tendersontime.com/tenders-details/fy22-mcaf-paf180700-squadron-operations-facility-royal-australian-air-force-base-tindal-australia-508327c/


 

 по 

Presuming the nuclear-capable B-52 varient is part of any future deployment, this marks a 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ǎƘƛŦǘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƛǾŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ Ƙŀǎ 

provided nuclear command, control, communication and intelligence support to US nuclear 

planning and operations, principally through the joint US-Australian facilities at the Pine Gap 

signals intelligence and missile early warning station in central Australia and the submarine 

communications station North West Cape in Western Australia. By hosting B-52 aircraft, 

including the nuclear-capable version, and providing extensive direct combat operational 

mission support, Australia will, for the first time in its long nuclear history, be in a position to 

support potential nuclear combat missions from Australian soil.  

Figure 8. Site plan, USAF dedicated B-52H bomber, KC-30A tanker transport, 
and C-17A Globemaster III transport facilities construction, RAAF Base Tindal 

 
 

Note: At left - RAAF KC-30A tanker and E-7 airborne early warning and control aircraft facilities. 
Source: Overall Site Plan, Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) [DoD - USN], FY24 MCAF Project 

PAF-180500, Bomber Apron Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) Base Tindal, Australia, [accessed 27 June 2024], 
at https://www.highergov.com/document/1-100percent-dbb-design-drawings-pdf-721ea1/. 

 

 

https://www.highergov.com/document/1-100percent-dbb-design-drawings-pdf-721ea1/
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Figure 9. RAAF Base Tindal ς RAAF and USAF extensions and expansion (schematic) 

 
 

Sources: Google Earth, 5 November 2022; Industry Capability Network, EST00346 TDL Redev / EST00347 KC-30A Facilities, Work Package: Invitation to Register (ITR) Brief, 
Project Registration Form, EST00346 RAAF Base Tindal Redevelopment Stage 6 and EST00347, US Force Posture Initiatives (USFPI) RAAF Base Tindal Airfield, Works and 

Associated Infrastructure, [accessed 14 May 2023], at https://gateway.icn.org.au/project/4161/est00346-tdl-redev-est00347-kc-30a-facilities.  

https://gateway.icn.org.au/project/4161/est00346-tdl-redev-est00347-kc-30a-facilities
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Figure 10. RAAF Base Tindal ς RAAF and USAF extensions and expansion (schematic - detail) 

 
 

Sources: Google Earth, 5 November 2022; Industry Capability Network, EST00346 TDL Redev / EST00347 KC-30A Facilities, Work Package: Invitation to Register (ITR) Brief, 
Project Registration Form, EST00346 RAAF Base Tindal Redevelopment Stage 6 and EST00347, US Force Posture Initiatives (USFPI) RAAF Base Tindal Airfield, Works and 

Associated Infrastructure, [accessed 14 May 2023], at https://gateway.icn.org.au/project/4161/est00346-tdl-redev-est00347-kc-30a-facilities

https://gateway.icn.org.au/project/4161/est00346-tdl-redev-est00347-kc-30a-facilities
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Implausible deniability - US Ψneither confirm nor dŜƴȅΩ policy concerning host 
governments and publics  

Iƻǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ-ŎŀǇŀōƭŜΩ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ 

ΨƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ-ŀǊƳŜŘΩΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƛƴ 

a crisis, particularly given the flexibility in USAF nuclear weapons movement regulations and 

in the absence of host government restrictions. Where hosted aircraft are identified as 

nuclear-capable, governments and civil society have a need, and in the case of 

governments, a responsibility, to determine whether nuclear-capable aircraft entering a 

country are in fact nuclear-armed. 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ .-52H 

active duty and reserve aircraft in the USAF inventory essentially reproduces a small part of 

the data in possession of the US Air Force, though derived from open sources. Under the 

inspection and data exchange provisions of the New START treaty this same armament 

classification data is amongst information that has been provided by the United States to 

the Russian Federation.  

This is a key element of transparency required for democratic accountability denied by the 

US doctrine of neither confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons on USAF 

aircraft to the publics, and, also it would appear, to the governments of countries such as 

Australia, Spain, the United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom that frequently host the 

deployment of USAF B-52H aircraft.38  

LΦ ¦{ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƻǊȅ b/b5 ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 

The United States government doctrine of neither confirming nor denying the presence or 

absence of nuclear weapons on board US aircraft has been virtually unchanged in almost 

seventy years, with a very small number of exceptions.  

As will be seen, there are potentially significant distinctions to be made between situations 

where both host governments and their publics are not informed of the entry of nuclear-

armed aircraft, and those where host governments are informed by the United States ς 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ΨǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩΦ  

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ ΨƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΩ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 

nuclear weapon safety clearly states the core doctrine and outlines the Department of 

5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜΥ  

ΨLǘ ƛǎ 5ƻ5 ǇƻƭƛŎȅΥ 

 
38 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ рΦ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ /ƻƴŬǊƳ ƴƻǊ 
5Ŝƴȅ ς ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƴƻǘŜΦ  
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a. To respond to public queries about the location of nuclear weapons with the 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ άLǘ ƛǎ ¦Φ{Φ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ƴƻǊ ŘŜƴȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ 

ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 

be provided even when such location is thought to be known or obvious. 

b. To respond to public queries about information on nuclear-capable units, ships, 

ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǾŀƭ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ άLǘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ¦Φ{Φ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 

not to deploy nuclear weapons with ground units, or aboard surface ships, attack 

submarines, or aircraft. However, we do not discuss the presence or absence of 

ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŀōƻŀǊŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦέ 

ŎΦ ¢ƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άbŜƛǘƘŜǊ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳ 

bƻǊ 5Ŝƴȅέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 

requirement inherent in the U.S. policy of neither confirming nor denying the 

presence or absence of nuclear weapons is to deny militarily useful information to 

potential or actual enemies, enhance the effectiveness of nuclear deterrence, and 

contribute to the security of nuclear weapons, especially against the threats of 

ǎŀōƻǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎƳΦέΩ39 

This US general policy of neither confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons 

on US aircraft is conventionally justified on the basis of US national security interests. To 

identify nuclear-armed aircraft would, it is suggested, essentially be to provide a list of 

priority targets for an adversary. Host governments, the United States has implied, could 

not be trusted to maintain the confidentiality of secret information that may be provided to 

them.  

And yet, through mutually agreed detailed procedures for the implementation and 

verification of New START, the US has already provided extensive data on nuclear-capable 

B-52H aircraft, and other strategic systems, to the Russian Federation, together with 

detailed information on distinguishing features, internal and external on these aircraft.  

Leaving claims of security justifications aside, there are political considerations that likely 

ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴǘƻ ¦{ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎΩ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ 

nor deny. Almost half a century ago in testimony to Congress in 1974, former U.S. senior 

5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ aƻǊǘƻƴ IŀƭǇŜǊƛƴ ƻƴ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŘŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜΩ ŀƴŘ 

ΨǿŀǊ-ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΩ ǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ƴƻǊ ŘŜƴȅ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ  

Ψ/ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘΣ ŀǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ 

ƎǳŜǎǎƛƴƎΦΩ  

 
39 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΣ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ bƻΦ рнолΦмсΣ bǳŎƭŜŀǊπwŀŘƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ LƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ tǳōƭƛŎ !ũŀƛǊǎ όt!ύ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ с 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмрΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜǎŘΦǿƘǎΦƳƛƭκtƻǊǘŀƭǎκрпκ5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκ55κƛǎǎǳŀƴŎŜǎκŘƻŘƛκрнолмсǇΦǇŘŦΦ  

https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodi/523016p.pdf
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The policy stemmed, Halperin argued, from a fear in the U.S. Navy and Air Force that  

ΨǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǇƭƻȅ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ 

to admit whether nuclear weapons were there or not, there would be a serious 

ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦΩ 40 

Ψaŀƴȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƻƴ 

their soil or to have ships with nuclear weapons call at their ports provided their 

people do not find out about it. If American officials would answer the question for 

one country, there would be tremendous pressure on many allied governments to 

get an answer and to publish it. Now they can, and some do, say that the United 

{ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΦΩ41  

The neither confirm nor deny policy, Halperin wrote,  

Ψƛǎ ŀƛƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭƛŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ΦΦΦΣ [to] enable the American government 

ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƻƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩ 42 

LLΦ Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ƳŜΗΩ ς b/b5 ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ΨǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩΚ 

It may be argued that the United States secretly, and perhaps informally, notifies at least 

some host governments that certain USAF aircraft are, in general or in particular cases, 

carrying nuclear weapons, or are not. These host governments then may not inform their 

publics of these secret understandings. 

In their 1990 discussion of U.S. naval nuclear weapons in Sweden, Kristensen, Arkin and 

Handler stated that  

Ψ!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ άƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎέ ƻŦ b!¢h ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

can find out whether ships are carrying nuclear weapons or not, but this is 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŎǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴΦΩ  

In the case of the 1987 New Zealand prohibition on visits by foreign warships that might be 

carrying nuclear weapons, Kristensen et al state that  

ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ώbŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘϐ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ [ŀƴƎŜϥǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

relating to an upcoming U.S. naval port visit that led to its break with the U.S. 

 
40 aƻǊǘƻƴ IΦ IŀƭǇŜǊƛƴΣ ¢ŜǎǝƳƻƴȅΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ фоόнύΣ {ŜƴŀǘŜ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ IŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ 
ƻƴ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ т aŀǊŎƘ мфтпΣ ǇΦ пмΦ 
41 aƻǊǘƻƴ IΦ IŀƭǇŜǊƛƴ Σ Ψ²Ƙȅ bƻǘ ¢Ŝƭƭ ²ƘŜǊŜ ¢ƘŜ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ !ǊŜΚΩΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ tƻǎǘΣ мр Wǳƭȅ мфтм 
42 aƻǊǘƻƴ IΦ IŀƭǇŜǊƛƴΣ ¢ŜǎǝƳƻƴȅΣ ǇΦ носΦ 
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Secretary of States George Schultz felt he could no longer "trust" the New Zealand 

tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦΩ43 

The suggestion, or tempered assurance, ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ΨǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΩΣ 

is an intriguing, but ambiguous and somewhat limited possibility.  

There is one important example of a leader of an allied country hosting B-52s extracting a 

public declaration from the United States in contradiction to what the US maintained was its 

worldwide policy of neither confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons on its 

aircraft. 

In February 1979 the Australian government headed by Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser 

authorized B-52 low-level terrain avoidance training flights over northern Australia.44 A year 

later, in March 1981, the Fraser government further authorized B-52 landings at RAAF Base 

Darwin for training flights, and B-52 maritime surveillance flights over the Indian Ocean 

staging through Darwin.45  

Completely obviating the worldwide US doctrine of neither confirm nor deny, on 11 March 

1981, Fraser informed the Australian parliament that B-52s on both missions were unarmed 

and carried no bombs; that nuclear weapons would not be allowed into Australia without 

the prior and explicit agreement of the Australian government; and that any modification of 

the two missions would also require prior explicit approval.  

Fraser subsequently incorporated into the parliamentary record a 28 March 1981 statement 

from the United States embassy in Canberra confirming these elements of the agreement, 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŦǘ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛth the 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ΨǳƴŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƴƻ ōƻƳōǎΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ46 

Two years later, the /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛŜŦ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩǎ Top Secret 1982 Command History made 

ŎƭŜŀǊ /Lb/t!/Ωǎ ǳƴƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ  

ΨǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ƴƻǊ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΩΦ  

 
43 Iŀƴǎ aΦ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ !ǊƪƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ WƻǎƘǳŀ IŀƴŘƭŜǊΣ Ψ¦Φ{Φ bŀǾŀƭ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƛƴ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩΣ 
DǊŜŜƴǇŜŀŎŜ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ {Ŝŀǎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ bŜǇǘǳƴŜ tŀǇŜǊǎΣ bƻΦ сΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мффлΣ ǇΦ оΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƴǳƪŜǎǘǊŀǘΦŎƻƳκǇǳōǎκƴŜǇсΦǇŘŦΦ  
44 ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .πрнǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулǎ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ 
ƛƴ ±ƛƴŎŜ {ŎŀǇǇŀǘǳǊŀ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ŀƴǘŜǊΣ .πрнǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ мфулπмффм ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ƘŜǘŜǊƻŘƻȄȅ ƻŦ aŀƭŎƻƳ 
CǊŀǎŜǊΣ bŀǳǝƭǳǎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ όŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎύΦ  
45 tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ IŀƴǎŀǊŘ όIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎύΣ мм aŀǊŎƘ мфумΣ ǇǇΦ ссрπ
сусΦ 
46 tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ vǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ bƻǝŎŜΥ .πрн ōƻƳōŜǊǎΣ IŀƴǎŀǊŘΣ όIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎύΣ н !ǇǊƛƭ 
мфумΣ ǇΦ мнопΦ 

http://www.nukestrat.com/pubs/nep6.pdf
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Not only, the 1982 Command History noted, had these conditions been imposed by the 

Fraser government during protracted negotiations in 1979-80, but that in political and 

diplomatic terms, there was no question of the Fraser government removing these 

conditions subsequently.  

The CINCPAC Command History 1982 stated that in July 1982, 

Ψ¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŜǿ 

arrangements to be an extension of those originally made for navigation training 

over Queensland under BUSY BOOMERANG and had agreed to them on the 

understanding that the B-52 aircrŀŦǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǳƴŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊǊȅ 

ōƻƳōǎέΦΦΦ  

Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons. However, as pointed out 

by the U.S. Ambassador in Canberra, as a result of the intensive negotiations the two 

goverƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƛƴ мфул ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άǳƴŀǊƳŜŘ-and- 

carry-no-ōƻƳōǎέ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻƴ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 

agreement on this issue. Any change would be immediately noticed in Australia and 

would imply a change in armament. The Secretary of State therefore agreed with the 

Ambassador that it was inadvisable to seek a change in the language for the time 

ōŜƛƴƎΧ  

Ψ/Lbt!/ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜŘΦΩ47  

CǊŀǎŜǊ ǘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 

objectives of B-52 missions in Australia, including knowledge about the weaponry they 

carried, to be a matter of national sovereignty. An armed mission launched from Darwin 

would plainly have serious strategic implications for Australia.  

Consequently, Fraser informed Parliament that: 

ΨLǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΣ ŀ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜǊƻƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

responsibility of this Government and this Parliament, if any government were to 

agree to such a mission if the government did not agree with the objectives of the 

ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦΩ48 

 
47 /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛŜŦ tŀŎƛŬŎΣ /Lb/t!/ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ мфунΣ ό±ƻƭ LύΣ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ hŶŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Wƻƛƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ /Lb/t!/Σ {9w ¢тмΣ мс {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфуоΣ ǇǇΦ онлπоннΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴŀǳǝƭǳǎΦƻǊƎκǿǇπŎƻƴǘŜƴǘκǳǇƭƻŀŘǎκнлмнκлмκŎψŜƛƎƘǘȅǘǿƻΦǇŘŦΦ  
48 tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ vǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ bƻǝŎŜΥ .πрн ōƻƳōŜǊǎΣ IŀƴǎŀǊŘΣ όIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎύΣ мн 
aŀǊŎƘ мфумΣ ǇΦ тммΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǇŀǊƭƛƴŦƻΦŀǇƘΦƎƻǾΦŀǳκǇŀǊƭLƴŦƻκǎŜŀǊŎƘκŘƛǎǇƭŀȅκŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΦǿоǇΤǉǳŜǊȅҐLŘ҈о!҈ннŎƘŀƳōŜǊ҈нCƘŀƴǎŀǊŘǊ҈нCмф
умπлоπмн҈нCллол҈нн 

https://nautilus.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/c_eightytwo.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F1981-03-12%2F0030%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22chamber%2Fhansardr%2F1981-03-12%2F0030%22


 

 рм 

When questioned about whether the United States would withhold such information from 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ CǊŀǎŜǊΣ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ meΩΦ49 And clearly the US did 

so, to its chagrin.  

According to the 1982 CINCPAC Command History, statements similar to those extracted by 

CǊŀǎŜǊ ΨƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜύΩΦ50 And of course, 

ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ΨǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ǿŀǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ 

in that case.  

The Australian case between 1980 and 1991 appears unique, insofar as three conditions 

were successfully required of the Carter administration and the incoming Reagan 

administration by the Fraser government: 

 

¶ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΤ  

¶ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎΤ ŀƴŘ  

¶ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŎƻƴŬǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ 

But whereas Fraser extracted public acceptance of his nuclear heterodoxy from the US 

government with the Australian component of the ANZUS alliance untouched, the US view 

that New Zealand leaders betrayed American trust by declining to keep the secret 

information secret, led to the US unilaterally suspending New Zealand from the tripartite 

alliance.51 

The case of NATO ally Denmark in the 1950s and 1960s provides another instructive case in 

US NCND policy and practice. Although the official policy of Denmark from 1957 had been a 

ōŀƴ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƛƴ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ΨǳƴŘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΩΣ ǘhe US was given 

an indirect green light in the same year by then Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, H.C. 

 
49 !ƭŀƴ wŜƴƻǳŦΣ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ CǊŀǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ό{ȅŘƴŜȅΥ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ 
мфусύΣ ǇΦ мноΦ 
50 /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛŜŦ tŀŎƛŬŎΣ /Lb/t!/ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ мфунΣ ό±ƻƭ LύΣ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ hŶŎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Wƻƛƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ /Lb/t!/Σ {9w ¢тмΣ мс {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфуоΣ ǇǇΦ оннΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴŀǳǝƭǳǎΦƻǊƎκǿǇπ
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘκǳǇƭƻŀŘǎκнлмнκлмκŎψŜƛƎƘǘȅǘǿƻΦǇŘŦΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘǿƻ ǳƴŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ ¦{ b/b5 ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƊŜǊ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƛǎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘπ ǘƻ ƭŀǘŜπмфрлǎΦ ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛƴ 
{ŜŎǝƻƴ р ƻŦ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ р ōŜƭƻǿΦ  
51 Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ CǊŜŜ ½ƻƴŜΣ 5ƛǎŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ !ǊƳǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ !Ŏǘ 
мфутΣ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴƎŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ b/b5 ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ 
{ŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ta 5ŀǾƛŘ [ŀƴƎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨhǳǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ώb/b5ϐ 
ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛŘŜƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƳƛǎǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ 
ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ƻǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎΦ LŦ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ƛǎ ƴƻƴπƴǳŎƭŜŀǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜΣ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ƛǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊΣ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦΩ wƻōŜǊǘ 9Φ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŜƛǘƘŜǊ /ƻƴŬǊƳ bƻǊ 5Ŝƴȅ tƻƭƛŎȅΥ hǇǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΣ hōǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
hōǎƻƭŜǘŜΣ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ tŀǇŜǊ bƻΦ мΣ tƘȅǎƛŎǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ !ǳŎƪƭŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ aŀȅ мффлΣ ǇΦ нтΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇΥκκƭŜƎŀŎȅΦŘƛǎŀǊƳǎŜŎǳǊŜΦƻǊƎκ¢ƘŜ҈нлbŜƛǘƘŜǊ҈нл/ƻƴŬǊƳ҈нлbƻǊ҈нл5Ŝƴȅ҈нлtƻƭƛŎȅ҈нлhǇǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΣ҈нлhō
ǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜΣ҈нлŀƴŘ҈нлhōǎƻƭŜǘŜΦǇŘŦΦ CƻǊ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфут bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ 
ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ǎŜŜ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜǘƻƴΣ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ¦ǇǊƛƎƘǘ IŜǊŜΥ 
bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ !ƎŜ мфпрπмффлΣ ό±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ¦ΦtΦΣ нллтύΣ ǇǇΦ опфπрллΦ 

https://nautilus.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/c_eightytwo.pdf
https://nautilus.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/c_eightytwo.pdf
http://legacy.disarmsecure.org/The%20Neither%20Confirm%20Nor%20Deny%20Policy%20Oppressive,%20Obstructive,%20and%20Obsolete.pdf
http://legacy.disarmsecure.org/The%20Neither%20Confirm%20Nor%20Deny%20Policy%20Oppressive,%20Obstructive,%20and%20Obsolete.pdf
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Hansen, to introduce nuclear weapons if it so desired ς at least into the Danish territory of 

Greenland. Great efforts were made to keep this episode secret within the Danish 

government, such that the precise nature and certainty of the nuclearization of Greenland 

was unknown to leading government representatives ς who admittedly did little to find out 

ς even though most of the politically conscious segment of the Danish population suspected 

active nuclear operations.52  

¢ƘŜ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ΨŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

storage and overflight of nuclear weapons in Greenland until the domestic political fallout 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ψ.ǊƻƪŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿΩ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ нм WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфсуΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ¦{ .-52G bomber armed with 

four 1.1-megaton thermonuclear bombs crashed into the ice in north-west Greenland. 

Publicity over the accident compelled the Danish government to insist that the US respect 

its ban on the storage and overflight of nuclear weapons. The US provided such assurances 

to the Danish government in private, with caveats, but flatly refused to declare so publicly in 

adherence to the doctrine of neither confirm nor deny.53 

There is one other important historical case to consider: the secret agreements between the 

US and Japanese government negotiated by Prime Ministers Kishi and Sato and 

Ambassadors Douglas MacArthur II and Edwin Reischauer between 1958 and 1960 for the 

Japanese government to declare Japan free of nuclear weapons, while both governments 

publicly ignored the fact that Japan had agreed with the United States to continue its 

nuclear-armed naval and air deployments.54  

 
52 Iŀƴǎ aΦ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴΣ Ψ¦Φ{Φ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ 5ŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎ 5ƛǎŎƭƻǎŜŘΩΣ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ tƻƭƛŎȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ bŀǳǝƭǳǎ 
LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΣ нл hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфффΣ ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴŀǳǝƭǳǎΦƻǊƎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎκƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπǇƻƭƛŎȅκǳπǎπƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπǿŜŀǇƻƴǎπŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎπ
ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜŘκΤ ΨbǳŎƭŜŀǊ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΥ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪ ChL! 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΩΣ bŀǳǝƭǳǎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΣ ώŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ нп aŀȅ нлнпϐΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴŀǳǝƭǳǎΦƻǊƎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎκōȅπŜƴŘƛƴƎπŘŀǘŜκƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅπǇǊƻƧŜŎǘκŘŜƴƳŀǊƪπŦƻƛŀπŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿŜōΦŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΦƻǊƎκǿŜōκнллтммлмлммлпмκƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŀǳǝƭǳǎΦƻǊƎκŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎκƭƛōǊŀǊȅκǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅκŦƻƛŀκŘƪƛƴŘŜ
ȄΦƘǘƳƭΤ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻǊǎǘŜƴ .ƻǊǊƛƴƎ hƭŜǎŜƴΣ Ψ¢ŀƴƎƻ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘǳƭŜΩΣ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ŦƻǊ /ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ {ǇǊƛƴƎ нлммΣ Ǿƻƭ моΣ ƴƻ нΣ 
ǇǇΦ ммсπмптΦ 
53 ¢ƘƻǊǎǘŜƴ .ƻǊǊƛƴƎ hƭŜǎŜƴΣ Ψ¢ŀƴƎƻ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘǳƭŜΩΣ ǇǇΦ момπмофΦ 
54 Iŀƴǎ aΦ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴΣ WŀǇŀƴ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ¦ƳōǊŜƭƭŀΥ ¦Φ{Φ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ²ŀǊ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ Lƴ 
WŀǇŀƴ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭŘ ²ŀǊΣ bŀǳǝƭǳǎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΣ Wǳƭȅ мфффΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴŀǳǝƭǳǎΦƻǊƎκǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎπŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκƧŀǇŀƴπ
ǳƴŘŜǊπǘƘŜπǳǎπƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀκΤ ΨbǳŎƭŜŀǊ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΥ WŀǇŀƴ ChL! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΩΣ bŀǳǝƭǳǎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜŘ 
ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿŜōΦŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΦƻǊƎκǿŜōκнллултнрлонлнсκƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƴŀǳǝƭǳǎΦƻǊƎκŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎκƭƛōǊŀǊȅκǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅκChL!κƧŀǇŀƴƛ
ƴŘŜȄΦƘǘƳƭΤ ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘ !Φ ²ŀƳǇƭŜǊ όŜŘΦύΣ ΨbǳŎƭŜŀǊ bƻƘ 5ǊŀƳŀ π ¢ƻƪȅƻΣ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ 
bǳŎƭŜŀǊ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎΩΣ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΣ мо hŎǘƻōŜǊ нллфΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴǎŀǊŎƘƛǾŜнΦƎǿǳΦŜŘǳκƴǳƪŜǾŀǳƭǘκŜōōнфмκΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ оΦ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ /ŀōƭŜΣ ¢ƻƪȅƻ 
ноорΣ !ǇǊƛƭ пΣ мфсоΣ ΨǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ wŜƛǎŎƘŀǳŜǊ ŀƴŘ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ aŀǎŀȅƻǎƘƛ 
hƘƛǊŀ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ ǎƘƛǇǎΦΩ ¢ǿƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ōȅ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘŎ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǝŎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ bŀƻǘŀƪŀ CǳƧƛǘŀΣ Ψ{ŀǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎŜǘ ƻƴ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
ǇŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¦Φ{ΦΩΣ !ǎŀƘƛ {ƘƛƳōǳƴΣ п WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀǎŀƘƛΦŎƻƳκŀƧǿκŀǊǝŎƭŜǎκмпултолфΣ ŀƴŘ bŀƻǘŀƪŀ 
CǳƧƛǘŀΣ Ψ5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘǊŀŎŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ мфсл ŘŜŀƭ ƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ ǿŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƴǳƪŜǎΩΣ !ǎŀƘƛ {ƘƛƳōǳƴΣ мф aŀȅ нлнпΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀǎŀƘƛΦŎƻƳκŀƧǿκŀǊǝŎƭŜǎκмрнтнопуΦ  

https://nautilus.org/projects/nuclear-policy/u-s-nuclear-weapons-deployments-disclosed/
https://nautilus.org/projects/nuclear-policy/u-s-nuclear-weapons-deployments-disclosed/
https://nautilus.org/projects/by-ending-date/nuclear-strategy-project/denmark-foia-documents/
https://web.archive.org/web/20071101011041/http:/www.nautilus.org/archives/library/security/foia/dkindex.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20071101011041/http:/www.nautilus.org/archives/library/security/foia/dkindex.html
https://nautilus.org/supporting-documents/japan-under-the-us-nuclear-umbrella/
https://nautilus.org/supporting-documents/japan-under-the-us-nuclear-umbrella/
https://web.archive.org/web/20080725032026/http:/www.nautilus.org/archives/library/security/FOIA/japanindex.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20080725032026/http:/www.nautilus.org/archives/library/security/FOIA/japanindex.html
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/nukevault/ebb291/
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14807309
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/15272348
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Notwithstanding these selected historical examples, there has been little exploration of this 

critical issue by historians in the decades since, and no prominent cases have come to light 

in the media, despite widespread deployments of nuclear-capable US heavy bombers in 

many countries and multiple major conflicts.55  

The dearth of reliable and detailed historical evidence of NCND past practice apart, there is 

a fundamental problem for contemporary analysis: if US declaratory policy is to not say, and 

host governments publicly say nothing to the contrary, on what basis could it be claimed 

that an informal understanding one way or the other is communicated? How could this be 

known?56  

Neither the memoirs of long-retired or dead officials nor the quiet hints of senior US officials 

to their opposite numbers in host countries that they should have no grounds for concern 

provide adequate foundation for transparent accountability facing contemporary nuclear 

threats. Absent such a public and decisive declaration by governments hosting nuclear-

ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ΨǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊΩ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ 

confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons, which as will be seen is the 

contemporary Australian position, amounts to at best, implausible deniability όΨ²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

ŀǎƪΩύ, if not a deceptively wilful profession of governmental ignorance.  

hƭŜǎŜƴΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǇŀǊǘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄǘŀƴǘ ¦{ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ 

policy of neither confirming nor denying the presence or absence of nuclear weapons on its 

aircraft remains as it was summarised a quarter of a century ago by Norris, Arkin and Burr: 

Ψ5ŜƴƳŀǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭƭŜǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 

history, but much remains incomplete. In general there is a lot more nuclear history 

to be discovered, especially in cases where a nation's non-nuclear policies were 

abrogated or where a blind eye was turned to accommodate its superpower 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΦΩ57 

LLLΦ ²ƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ π ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŎŀǎŜ 

{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

incapacity to know something so fundamental as the presence of nuclear weapons (or even 

that of nuclear-capable aircraft) landing at or deployed to Tindal turn out to be true, it 

would profoundly contradict any meaningful interpretation of reiterations of an Australian 

 
55 hƭŜǎŜƴΩǎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǝƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǊŀǊŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳΦ 
56 {ŜŎǝƻƴ о ƻŦ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ р ōŜƭƻǿ ǎŎƘŜƳŀǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
b/b5 ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ¦{ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎΥ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΤ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǝƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ 
57 wƻōŜǊǘ {Φ bƻǊǊƛǎΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aΦ !Ǌƪƛƴ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ .ǳǊǊΣ Ψ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΩΣ .ǳƭƭŜǝƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘƻƳƛŎ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎΣ ±ƻƭΦ 
ррΣ LǎǎǳŜ сΣ όbƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфффύΣ ǊŜǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŜŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǳǎǘƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
²ŜŀǇƻƴǎΥ Wǳƭȅ мфпр ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфттΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ hŶŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ 
ό!ǘƻƳƛŎ 9ƴŜǊƎȅύΦ  
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ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ΨŦǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦΩ  

In early 2023, in response to questions about the possible presence of either nuclear-

capable or nuclear-armed US aircraft entering Australia, the Australian foreign minister, 

tŜƴƴȅ ²ƻƴƎΣ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀll of 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΦ58 

In addition to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, the most salient aspect of international 

law regarding nuclear weapons for Australia is the South Pacific Nuclear Weapon Free Zone 

(SPNFZ) created by the Treaty of Rarotonga signed in 1985, entering into force in 1986.59 

Under the Treaty of Rarotonga, to which Australia is a state party, stationing of nuclear 

weapons in the territory and waters of state parties is prohibited, but transit and visits of 

nuclear-armed ships and aircraft are matters of decision for individual state parties.  

Australia exercised this permissive nuclear option in legislation implementing the nuclear 

weapon-free zone treaty. As a result there are neither legal impediments nor explicit 

Australian policy restrictions on the entry of nuclear-armed aircraft into Australian territory 

and airspace.60 

Accordingly, in February 2023, Wong reiterated that, in relation to the possible nuclear-

armed B-рн Ǌƻǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ΨǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎΩ 

the United States policy of neither confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons 

on any of its ships or aircraft.61 Furthermore, Wong refused to disclose even whether any of 

 
58 tŜƴƴȅ ²ƻƴƎΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ũŀƛǊǎΣ Ψbŀǝƻƴŀƭ tǊŜǎǎ /ƭǳō !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊΩΣ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀΣ мт !ǇǊƛƭ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŦƻǊŜƛƎƴƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦƎƻǾΦŀǳκƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊκǇŜƴƴȅπ
ǿƻƴƎκǎǇŜŜŎƘκƴŀǝƻƴŀƭπǇǊŜǎǎπŎƭǳōπŀŘŘǊŜǎǎπŀǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴπƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎπǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭπōŀƭŀƴŎŜπǇƻǿŜǊΦ {ƻǳǘƘ tŀŎƛŬŎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
CǊŜŜ ½ƻƴŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ όǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƴŜȄŜǎύΤ /ƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǘ wŀǊƻǘƻƴƎŀ ƻƴ с !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфурΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘǊŜŀǝŜǎΦǳƴΦƻǊƎκŘƻŎκtǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴκ¦b¢{κ±ƻƭǳƳŜ҈нлмппрκǾƻƭǳƳŜπмппрπLπнпрфнπ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦǇŘŦΦ  
59 {ƻǳǘƘ tŀŎƛŬŎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ CǊŜŜ ½ƻƴŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ όǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƴŜȄŜǎύΤ /ƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǘ wŀǊƻǘƻƴƎŀ ƻƴ с !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфурΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘǊŜŀǝŜǎΦǳƴΦƻǊƎκŘƻŎκtǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴκ¦b¢{κ±ƻƭǳƳŜ҈нлмппрκǾƻƭǳƳŜπмппрπLπнпрфнπ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦǇŘŦΦ  
60 {ƻǳǘƘ tŀŎƛŬŎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ CǊŜŜ ½ƻƴŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ !Ŏǘ мфусΣ tŀǊǘ LLΣ {ŜŎǝƻƴ мрΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇΥκκŎƭŀǎǎƛŎΦŀǳǎǘƭƛƛΦŜŘǳΦŀǳκŀǳκƭŜƎƛǎκŎǘƘκŎƻƴǎƻƭψŀŎǘκǎǇƴŦȊǘŀмфусотрκΦ Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΥ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ф !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнпΣ 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀǊƭŜǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ wŀǊƻǘƻƴƎŀ ŀǎ Ψŀ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩ ώǎƛŎϐΦ ¢ƻ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘǎ ǎǘŀǝƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ 
ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘǎ ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ όǳƴŘŜŬƴŜŘύ ōȅ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊΣ ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛǾŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Ǌƻǘŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀǊƭŜǎΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΣ wŀŘƛƻ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ 
{ǳōƧŜŎǘǎΥ !¦Y¦{ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΤ !¦{aLbΤ ¦{ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜΤ D²9h ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎπǊŀƴƎŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƭŜ 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎΤ tŀǳƭ YŜŀǝƴƎΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΤ aŀǊƛǝƳŜ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅΤ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ LǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ !./ wb 
.ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ф !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнпΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦŘŜŦŜƴŎŜΦƎƻǾΦŀǳκǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎκнлнпπлуπлфκǊŀŘƛƻπƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿπŀōŎπ
ǊƴπōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΦ  
61 Ψ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ΨƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŬǊƳ ƴƻǊ ŘŜƴȅ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΩ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦΩ ¢ŜǎǝƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ tŜƴƴȅ ²ƻƴƎΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ũŀƛǊǎΣ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ .ǳŘƎŜǘ {ǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ нлннςноΣ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ũŀƛǊǎΣ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀŘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ мр CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлноΣ ǇǇΦ нпπнр ŀƴŘ опπорΣ ŀǘ 

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/speech/national-press-club-address-australian-interests-regional-balance-power
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/speech/national-press-club-address-australian-interests-regional-balance-power
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201445/volume-1445-I-24592-English.pdf
https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%201445/volume-1445-I-24592-English.pdf
http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/spnfzta1986375/
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/transcripts/2024-08-09/radio-interview-abc-rn-breakfast
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/transcripts/2024-08-09/radio-interview-abc-rn-breakfast
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the B-52s on rotational deployment to Tindal will be nuclear-capable or conventional-only 

aircraft. 

While neither the Australian nor the US governments have released any details of either the 

Memorandum of Understanding on Agreed Facilities and Areas mentioned above, or any 

ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇƭoyment of 

B-52H strategic bombers, the Force Posture Agreement asserts that activities carried out by 

US forces and contractors in Agreed Facilities and Areas such as Tindal under the agreement 

ΨŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ Cǳƭƭ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΩ 

(Article II (2)).  

According to the most explicit and detailed official account of the purpose and nature of the 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ΨŦǳƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ¦{ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ 

at Australian defence facilities: 

ΨCǳƭƭ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 

fundamental right to know what activities foreign Governments conduct in, through 

or from Australian territory or national assets...Ω  

ΨCǳƭƭ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŜǉǳŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 

capability or activity with a presence on Australian territory or making use of 

Australian assets. Concurrence means Australia approves the presence of a 

capability or function in Australia in support of its mutually agreed goals. 

Concurrence does not mean that Australia approves every activity or tasking 

ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴΦΩ 62  

¢Ƙƛǎ ΨŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΩ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ΨǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊΩ ǘƘŜ ¦{ 

doctrine of neither confirming nor denying the presence of nuclear weapons on US 

aircraft.63 In the case of B-52H aircraft deployed to Tindal, in the absence of any 

 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǇŀǊƭƛƴŦƻΦŀǇƘΦƎƻǾΦŀǳκǇŀǊƭLƴŦƻκŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘκŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎκŜǎǝƳŀǘŜκнсролκǘƻŎψǇŘŦκCƻǊŜƛƎƴ҈нл!ũŀƛǊǎΣ҈нл5
ŜŦŜƴŎŜ҈нлŀƴŘ҈нл¢ǊŀŘŜ҈нл[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ҈нл/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜψнлноψлнψмрΦǇŘŦΦ 
62 aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ {ƳƛǘƘΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ Cǳƭƭ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΣ IŀƴǎŀǊŘ 
όIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎύΣ нс WǳƴŜ нлмоΣ ǇǇΦ тлтмπтлтрΦ Lƴ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлнп !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀπ
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ό!¦{aLbύ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀǊƭŜǎΣ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀƴ 
ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Cǳƭƭ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ¦{π!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ CƻǊŎŜ tƻǎǘǳǊŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ !ƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ΨǿƻǳƭŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ƻǊŘƴŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚΩΣ aŀǊƭŜǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ Ψ!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦƻǊŎŜ 
ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƪƴƻǿΦΩ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ aŀǊƭŜǎΣ wŀŘƛƻ LƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ !./ wb .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ф !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнпΦ CƻǊ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴƻƴπǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊŎŜ tƻǎǘǳǊŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŜŜ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ŀƴǘŜǊΣ Ψ/ƻǾŜǊ ǳǇΥ ¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƭƛǎǘ 
ƻŦ ¦{ ōŀǎŜǎΩΣ tŜŀǊƭǎ ϧ LǊǊƛǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ нр Wǳƭȅ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκƧƻƘƴƳŜƴŀŘǳŜΦŎƻƳκŎƻǾŜǊπǳǇπǘƘŜπŀǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴπ
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎπǎŜŎǊŜǘπƭƛǎǘπƻŦπǳǎπōŀǎŜǎκΦ 
63 tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ нлноΣ .ǳŘƎŜǘ {ǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ нлннςноΣ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ũŀƛǊǎΣ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀŘŜ 
[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ мр CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлноΥ hŶŎƛŀƭ IŀƴǎŀǊŘΣ ǇǇΦ нпπнрΣ ŀƴŘ опπорΦ  
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contradictory public statement, it may well be the case that the US will not tell the 

Australian government whether any nuclear-capable B-52s ς in general or in particular ς are 

nuclear-ŀǊƳŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ΨǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΩ ŦƻǊ ¦{ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƛƳǇŜŘŜǎ ƛǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ 

the US government directly, let alone taking unilateral action to determine the matter for 

itself.  

Any claim that significant genuine US security interests are impaired by freely providing such 

basic information on nuclear-capable aircraft to the governments and publics of host 

countries is specious and disingenuous.  

Lƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǊŀǎŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƎƻΣ ƴƻ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 

account of Australian agreements with the United States about the current deployment of 

B-52s to Tindal have been released. Key details of these twenty-first century agreements, 

apart from indirect information derived from US infrastructure tender documents, are 

unknown. However, what is known about the nature of the expansion underway at RAAF 

Base Tindal indicates a shift from recent prior air cooperation arrangements between 

Australia and the US centred on joint training exercises and enhancing interoperability, to a 

focus on strategic operations and potential combat missions launched from Australian 

territory.64 

The persistent reluctance of the Albanese government to acknowledge the possibility of 

nuclear-capable B-52s deploying to Tindal, and its studied avoidance of any discussion of 

conditions under which Tindal-based aircraft may be nuclear-armed, both suggest that the 

key elements of the Fraser doctrine have not been applied.  

Were this not the case, the Australian government could make a simple declaration that the 

entry of nuclear weapons into Australia at Tindal is not authorised, and that B-52H aircraft 

deploying to Tindal will only be armed with conventional weapons. 

Movement of nuclear weapons on aircraft: transport and authority 

Host government and public knowledge of the circumstances under which B-52 aircraft may 

ōŜ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜŘ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭΩ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 

weapons by other aircraft for potential use by B-52s, and permitted exceptions to that 

policy, are essential elements of transparency for democratic accountability.  

The question of whether in certain circumstances nuclear-capable USAF B-52H aircraft carry 

nuclear weapons overlaps with Air Force safety regulations about the transport of nuclear 

weapons. Under US Air Force regulations, active B-52H aircraft under AFGSC command do 

 
64 CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ .πрнǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ wŀǊƻǘƻƴƎŀΣ ǎŜŜ ±ƛƴŎŜ {ŎŀǇǇŀǘǳǊŀ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 
¢ŀƴǘŜǊΣ ¦ƴŘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ wŀǊƻǘƻƴƎŀΥ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǇƻǎǘǳǊŜΣ bŀǳǝƭǳǎ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΣ 
όŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎύΦ 
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not themselves normally carry nuclear weapons in peacetime operations, but can do so in 

times of crisis and other circumstances.65  

{ƻƭŜ ¦{ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ōȅ ŀƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ όΨƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎ 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ƛƴ ¦{!C ǳǎŀƎŜύ ƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ !ƛǊƭƛŦǘ 

Force (PNAF), supplemented by the Emergency Nuclear Airlift Force (ENAF).66 The PNAF is 

made up of C-17A aircraft of the 4th Airlift Squadron under the 62nd Airlift Wing based at 

Joint Base Lewis-McChord outside Seattle, WA. 

bƻǊƳŀƭ ǇŜŀŎŜǘƛƳŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ΨƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ  

ΨǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƛƴ 5ƻ5 ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ 

ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦΩ67 

If B-52H nuclear-capable aircraft deployed to bases in foreign countries are intended to 

train, exercise, or operate with nuclear weapons during normal peacetime conditions, USAF 

doctrine requires the weapons to be transported to those bases on board PNAF C-17A 

Globemaster III aircraft. This requirement underlies the fact that recently released US 

tender documents for construction of the B-52 bomber apron at RAAF Base Tindal feature 

specific capability requirements for C-17A aircraft, alongside B-52H bombers and KC-30A 

tankers.68 

However, it must be noted that while nuclear weapons for use on forward deployed B-52 

aircraft are normally transported aboard PNAF C-17A transport aircraft, US Air Force 

 
65 {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ .ǳƎƻǎΣ ΨCŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘΥ ¦Φ{Φ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ CƻǊŎŜǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ΩΣ !ǊƳǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ 
όǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ !ǇǊƛƭ нлннύΣ ώŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ м 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлноϐΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀǊƳǎŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦƻǊƎκŦŀŎǘǎƘŜŜǘǎκ¦{{ǘǊŀǘbǳƪŜCƻǊŎŜbŜǿ{¢!w¢Φ  
66 ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ aΦ !ǊƪƛƴΣ wƻōŜǊǘ {Φ bƻǊǊƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ WƻǎƘǳŀ IŀƴŘƭŜǊΣ ¢ŀƪƛƴƎ {ǘƻŎƪΥ ²ƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ 5ŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎ мффуΣ 
όbŀǘǳǊŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΥ мффуύΣ ǇǇΦ ннπноΣ ртΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƴǊŘŎΦƻǊƎκǎƛǘŜǎκŘŜŦŀǳƭǘκŬƭŜǎκǘŀƪƛƴƎπ
ǎǘƻŎƪπǊŜǇƻǊǘπмффуΦǇŘŦΤ aƛƪŜ .ŀǊōŜǊΣ Ψ! ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ōƻƳō ǎǉǳŀŘΩΣ {ŜŀǧƭŜ tƻǎǘπLƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜǊΣ о 
aŀȅ нллтΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǎŜŀǧƭŜǇƛΦŎƻƳκƭƻŎŀƭκŀǊǝŎƭŜκ!πŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜπƳƛǎǎƛƻƴπŦƻǊπƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπōƻƳōπǎǉǳŀŘπ
мносоплΦǇƘǇΤ Ψtb!CΩΣ ¢ŜŀƳ aŎ/ƘƻǊŘΣ Wƻƛƴǘ .ŀǎŜ [ŜǿƛǎπaŎ/ƘƻǊŘΣ ол hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмнΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƳŎŎƘƻǊŘΦŀŦΦƳƛƭκbŜǿǎκtƘƻǘƻǎκƛƎǇƘƻǘƻκнллллффлммκΤ ¦ƴŘŜǊ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΣ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ 
LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ моπрнсΣ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ мΥ tǊƛƳŜ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ !ƛǊƭƛƊ CƻǊŎŜ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ мп WǳƴŜ нлмоΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦōƛǘǎΦŘŜκbw!b9¦κƻǘƘŜǊǎκ9b5π!ǊŎƘƛǾŜκŀŬмоπрнсǾм҈нумо҈нфΦǇŘŦΤ ŀƴŘ CƭȅƛƴƎ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΥ /πмт 
!ƛǊƭƛƊ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎτ9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ !ƛǊƭƛƊ ό9b!CύΣ aǳƭǝŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ όa/Lύ ммπнмтΣ !ƛǊ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ό!a/ύ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ мсΣ !ƛǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ό!9¢/ύ нп CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мффтΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκƴǳƪŜΦŦŀǎΦƻǊƎκƎǳƛŘŜκǳǎŀκŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜκǳǎŀŦκнмтǾмсΦƘǘƳΦ  
67 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ό5h5Lύ прплΦлрΣ 5ƻ5 ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¦Φ{Φ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎΣ bǳƳōŜǊ 
прплΦлр WǳƴŜ ноΣ нлмм LƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƴƎ /ƘŀƴƎŜ пΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ омΣ нлмуΣ ǇǇΦ ноπнрΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜǎŘΦǿƘǎΦƳƛƭκtƻǊǘŀƭǎκрпκ5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκ55κƛǎǎǳŀƴŎŜǎκŘƻŘƛκпрпллрǇΦǇŘŦΦ  
68 bŀǾŀƭ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ όb!±C!/ύ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ {ƻƭƛŎƛǘŀǝƻƴΣ C¸нп a/!C t!Cмулрлл 
.ƻƳōŜǊ !ǇǊƻƴΣ wƻȅŀƭ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ ¢ƛƴŘŀƭΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ L5Υ bснтпнноwмолнΣ tрлл Cƛƴŀƭ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ 
5ǊŀǿƛƴƎǎΣ ±ƻƭΦ пΣ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ но aŀȅ нлноΣ ǇǇΦ мπрΣ мнπмпΦ 

https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/USStratNukeForceNewSTART
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/taking-stock-report-1998.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/taking-stock-report-1998.pdf
https://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/A-delicate-mission-for-nuclear-bomb-squad-1236340.php
https://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/A-delicate-mission-for-nuclear-bomb-squad-1236340.php
https://www.mcchord.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2000099011/
http://www.bits.de/NRANEU/others/END-Archive/afi13-526v1%2813%29.pdf
https://nuke.fas.org/guide/usa/doctrine/usaf/217v16.htm
https://www.esd.whs.mil/Portals/54/Documents/DD/issuances/dodi/454005p.pdf
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regulations appear to authorize two circumstances in which this can be varied, and the 

weapons carried aboard the B-52s. 

Under a 2022 Air Force instruction on Safety Rules For U.S. Air-launched Nuclear Weapons 

SystemsΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǘǊƛƪŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ΨƳŀȅ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎΩΦ69  

aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ /ƻƳōŀǘŀƴǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜ ΨƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ΨǎƘŀƭƭ 

ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ 

/ƻƳōŀǘŀƴǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ΨŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 

authorƛǘȅΩ ǿƘŜƴ ΨǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƛǎ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ 

emergency logistic transportation is dictated by a pending regional or world crisis or natural 

ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΩΦ70 

Under crisis or wartime conditions nuclear-capable B-52s carrying nuclear weapons on 

board could conceivably be deployed to host countries without use of PNAF C-17s. Host 

governments may or may not be informed under such circumstances. Since in the Australian 

case of rotational deployments to RAAF Base Tindal, no specific agreement of any kind has 

been published by either government, it is not known whether the Australian government 

has placed any requirements for prior notification and explicit agreement comparable to 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŀǎŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

the United Kingdom, Spain, the United Arab Emirates, or to the numerous other countries 

hosting nuclear-capable B-рн ΨǾƛǎƛǘǎΩΦ 

Trust issues and the viability of the New START regime 

Perhaps uniquely in the New START treaty regime, the conversion of heavy bombers to 

denuclearized status involves higher levels of trust between the treaty partners than other 

nuclear weapons platforms regulated by the treaty.  

Firstly, under the treaty, each heavy bomber is counted as one nuclear weapon against the 

allowable total number of warheads in recognition of the fact that neither side typically flies 

its bombers armed with nuclear weapons in peacetime. In practice, however, each B-52H, 

for example, can carry up to 20 long-range air-launched cruise missiles, each of which is 

armed with one W80-1 warhead. Were that maximum loading to be the basis of B-52H 

nuclear operations in war, the 46 nuclear-capable aircraft would require 920 nuclear-armed 

missiles. Kristensen and Korda state that 500 warheads are readily available for the B-52 

ALCMs ς a number equivalent to 10-11 nuclear weapons presently available for each B-52 in 

 
69 {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜΣ Ψ!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ фмπмммΥ {ŀŦŜǘȅ wǳƭŜǎ CƻǊ ¦Φ{Φ !ƛǊπƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ 
{ȅǎǘŜƳǎΩΣ м !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлннΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ пΦрΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǎǘŀǝŎΦŜπ
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΦŀŦΦƳƛƭκǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴκмκŀŦψǎŜκǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴκŀŬфмπмммκŀŬфмπмммΦǇŘŦ  
70 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ό5h5Lύ прплΦлрΣǇǇΦ ноπнрΦ  

https://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/af_se/publication/afi91-111/afi91-111.pdf
https://static.e-publishing.af.mil/production/1/af_se/publication/afi91-111/afi91-111.pdf
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secure storage facilities at Minot AFB.71 As Jessica Rogers and her colleagues have noted, 

while both the United States and the Russian Federation have a significant upload capability 

should New START limits fall away, the United States could quickly upload a much larger 

complement of warheads for its B-52s by accessing warheads in storage.72  

Secondly, in the New START treaty, the process of denuclearization through conversion of 

ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƛǊǊŜǾŜǊǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦΩ73 While the specified conversion processes 

must be carried out in a manner that satisfies the treaty partner, thus maintaining 

confidence in the overall viability of the treaty regime, verifiable irreversibility was not an 

expected outcome for conversion of heavy bombers.  

The visible absence of New START fins on denuclearized B-52 bombers is the apparent 

signifier that the United States maintains to Russia that these processes have been carried 

out in a manner that can be verified through inspection procedures. The fins are, in the 

language of arms control agreements, a non- functionally related observable difference 

(non-FROD), as distinct from the functionally related observable differences (FRODs) in the 

weapons bay and pylons and launcher assemblies. 

Three elements of trust underpin the acceptance of the signifying role of the fins: 

¶ That the specified mechanical and electronic functional changes in the exhibited 

aircraft indeed have the denuclearizing consequences claimed;  

¶ That the changes in the exhibited example were replicated in the remaining 

converted aircraft; 

 
71 Iŀƴǎ aΦ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴ ŀƴŘ aŀǧ YƻǊŘŀΣ Ψ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΣ нлноΩΣ .ǳƭƭŜǝƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘƻƳƛŎ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎΣ 
ǾƻƭΦ тфΦ bƻΦ мΣ ǇΦ нфΦ  
72 WŜǎǎƛŎŀ wƻƎŜǊǎΣ aŀǧ YƻǊŘŀ ŀƴŘ Iŀƴǎ aΦ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǾƛŜǿΥ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀǊƳǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 
{¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΩΣ .ǳƭƭŜǝƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘƻƳƛŎ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎΣ ±ƻƭΦ туΣ bƻΦ сΣ ǇǇΦ ормπрн ŀƴŘ ¢ŀōƭŜ нΦ {ŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ aŀǧ YƻǊŘŀΣ ΨLŦ 
!ǊƳǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ /ƻƭƭŀǇǎŜǎΣ ¦{ !ƴŘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ !ǊǎŜƴŀƭǎ /ƻǳƭŘ 5ƻǳōƭŜ Lƴ {ƛȊŜΩΣ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎΣ т CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŦŀǎΦƻǊƎκǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴκƛŦπŀǊƳǎπŎƻƴǘǊƻƭπŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜǎπǳǎπŀƴŘπǊǳǎǎƛŀƴπ
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎπƴǳŎƭŜŀǊπŀǊǎŜƴŀƭǎπŎƻǳƭŘπŘƻǳōƭŜπƛƴπǎƛȊŜκΦ 
73 ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴπƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘΥ 
ŀύ !ƭƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ōŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀǧŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ Ǉȅƭƻƴǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻŘƛŬŜŘ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘǎΤόōύ !ƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǊ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻŘƛŬŜŘ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘǎΤ ƻǊ όŎύ hǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊǘȅ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦΩ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ¢ƻ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ hŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ !ƴŘ ¢ƘŜ 
wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ hƴ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ !ƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ hŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hũŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƳǎΣ ǇΦфтΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκнллфπнлмтΦǎǘŀǘŜΦƎƻǾκŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴκмпллптΦǇŘŦΦ {ŜŜ !ƴƴŜȄ !Φ··Φ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ .πрн ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎΦ 

https://fas.org/publication/if-arms-control-collapses-us-and-russian-strategic-nuclear-arsenals-could-double-in-size/
https://fas.org/publication/if-arms-control-collapses-us-and-russian-strategic-nuclear-arsenals-could-double-in-size/
https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/140047.pdf
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¶ That externally observable features ς the absence of the new START fins ς could be 

taken as a reliable indicator of denuclearized status of any given B-52H aircraft on 

the conversion list.  

In reality, while Russia accepted a degree of ambiguity in the treaty regarding accountability 

for heavy bombers, the treaty always allowed for B-52s to carry more than the nominal one 

nuclear weapon per aircraft.  

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƳōƛƎǳƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ 

on numbers of platforms and warheads entered into force on 5 February 2018, the Russian 

Federation publicly indicated that for three years it had been seriously dissatisfied with one 

key aspect of verification procedures to confirm the denuclearization of converted B-52H 

bombers. At this point, trust had not dissolved, but had been impaired.  

The Russian foreign minister stated that  

Ψwǳǎǎƛŀ Ƙŀǎ Řƻǳōǘǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀŘƘŜǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ - 

Moscow does not regard conversion and requalification of part of the weapons as 

ǊŜŀƭ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦΩ  

Accordingly, in the Russian view, while 

Ψthe declared achievement of the START parameters by the United States is a result 

of not only real reductions of weapons, but conversion of some launchers and heavy 

bombers B-52H, carried out in a way that leaves no chance for Russia to verify if 

these strategic weapons have been converted to a condition that rules out the use of 

submarine-launched ballistic submarines Trident-II and nuclear weapons of heavy 

bombers...Ω74 

In the following years Russia sought a political resolution of the issue through a request for a 

US cabinet-level declaration on the disputed aspects of B-52H conversion.75 

Despite worsening relations between the two countries and the disruptions of the Covid-19 

pandemic, the latter resulting in mutual suspension of on-site inspections, this unresolved 

 
74 wǳǎǎƛŀ ŎƻƴŬǊƳǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ τ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΩΣ ¢ŀǎǎΣ р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘŀǎǎΦŎƻƳκǇƻƭƛǝŎǎκфуупруΦ wŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǊ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎŀǝǎŦȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ 
ōƻƳōŜǊ ƛƴŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦΩ tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ 
.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ hŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ !ƴŘ ¢ƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ hƴ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ 
!ƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ hŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hũŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƳǎΣ нлмлΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ¦Φ{Φ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ όǳƴƻŶŎƛŀƭ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǝƻƴύΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǿǎƧΦŎƻƳκǇǳōƭƛŎκǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎκŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκwǳǎǎƛŀΦǇŘŦΦ ǇΦ оΦ 
75 {ŜŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ нлму ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ƛƴ !ƴƴŜȄ мΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 
CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΦ  

https://tass.com/politics/988458
https://www.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/Russia.pdf
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dispute did not in itself lead immediately to substantive difficulties in the processes of treaty 

inspections and data exchanges. However, in the wider context of the Ukraine war, Russia 

suspended participation in the treaty in February 2023, with both countries restricting 

elements of the treaty data exchange processes.76  

In March 2023, the US government stated it would continue to provide notifications of 

ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ōƻƳōŜǊǎΣ ƳƛǎǎƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳŀǊƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΩΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ would 

continue to observe treaty limits on the number of warheads.77  

As of mid 2024, the New START treaty has a little over a year until its expiration on 4 

February 2026. The imminent expiry of the New START treaty, most likely without a 

functional replacement restricting the number of nuclear-capable B-52 bombers, raises 

another challenge: the possibility of reconversion to nuclear capability. 

There is no certainty about how difficult or costly reconversation to nuclear capability would 

be. One indication is provided by Mark Gunzinger, a former B-52 pilot and director of future 

concepts and capability assessments at the Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies, who 

argues reconversion to nuclear capability could probably be achieved without much 

difficulty, 

ΨLǘΩǎ ŘƻŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜ-equipped 

with the appropriate [nuclear weapons] componentsΦΩ  

ΨLǘΩǎ ŀ ƘŜŘƎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

one that we expected, even just a few short years ago.Ω78  

The likelihood of reconversion should New START collapse or fail to be functionally 

extended was significantly heightened in June 2024, when both the US House and Senate 

adopted separate amendments to the FY2025 Defence budget bills requiring the US Air 

Force in Ψǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴǾŜǊǘ .-52 bombers that had been modified to carry only conventional 

ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΩ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΦ79 If enacted, the reconversions must take 

 
76 !Ƴȅ ²ƻƻƭŦΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ tŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ .ƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ !ǊƳǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΩΣ DŜƴŜǾŀΣ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘΥ ¦bL5LwΣ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκŘƻƛΦƻǊƎκмлΦотррфκ²a5κноκ55!/κлмΤ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ wƻƎŜǊǎΣ aŀǧ YƻǊŘŀ ŀƴŘ Iŀƴǎ aΦ YǊƛǎǘŜƴǎŜƴΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ 
ǾƛŜǿΥ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀǊƳǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΩΣ .ǳƭƭŜǝƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǘƻƳƛŎ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎΣ ±ƻƭΦ туΣ bƻΦ сΤ 
9ŘǿŀǊŘ ²ƻƴƎΣ Ψ¦Φ{Φ {ŀȅǎ wǳǎǎƛŀ Cŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ /ƻƳǇƭȅ ²ƛǘƘ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ !ǊƳǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΩΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎΣ ом WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 
нлноΦ 
77 /ƘǊƛǎ DƻǊŘƻƴΣ Ψ¦{Σ wǳǎǎƛŀ {ǘƻǇ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ CƻǊŎŜǎ 5ŀǘŀ ƛƴ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ .ƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ΩΣ !ƛǊ ϧ {ǇŀŎŜ 
CƻǊŎŜǎΣ ну aŀǊŎƘ нлноΦ  
78 .Ǌȅŀƴǘ IŀǊǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ [ƻǎŜȅΣ Ψ/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƴǳƪŜǎ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ .πрн ōƻƳōŜǊǎΩΣ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ 
bŜǿǎΣ мф WǳƴŜ нлнпΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŘŜŦŜƴǎŜƴŜǿǎΦŎƻƳκŀƛǊκнлнпκлсκмуκŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎπǿŀƴǘǎπǘƻπǊŜǎǘƻǊŜπƴǳƪŜǎπƻƴπ
ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπōπрнπōƻƳōŜǊǎκ 
79 CƛǎŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ όC¸ύ нлнр bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǝƻƴ !Ŏǘ όC¸нлнр b5!!ύ ōƛƭƭΣ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ wǳƭŜǎ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ tǊƛƴǘ ммуςос hũŜǊŜŘ ōȅ aǊΦ tƅǳƎŜǊ hŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ IƻǳǎŜ wǳƭŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ммуπррм π ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 
!ŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ wŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴΤ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ hǘƘŜǊ tǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎΣ ммуǘƘ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ όнлноπнлнпύΣ нƴŘ 
{ŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦƎƻǾκŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭπǊŜǇƻǊǘκммуǘƘπŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎκƘƻǳǎŜπǊŜǇƻǊǘκррмΤ ¢ƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ 

https://doi.org/10.37559/WMD/23/DDAC/01
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/06/18/congress-wants-to-restore-nukes-on-conventional-b-52-bombers/
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/06/18/congress-wants-to-restore-nukes-on-conventional-b-52-bombers/
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-report/118th-congress/house-report/551


 

 сн 

ǇƭŀŎŜ Ψƴƻǘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ол Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ōŜ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ψōȅ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ нлнфΦΩ  

There are ten operable B-52H aircraft in storage at Davis-Monthan AFB that were converted 

from nuclear-capable to conventional-only capability along with the 30 converted aircraft in 

the active fleet (Tables 3 and 10, and Box 2). 

The language employed by US lawmakers is unclear, but suggests reconversion would apply 

to the 30 B-52H aircraft in the active fleet and the ten aircraft currently in storage. If so, the 

expectation established by Congress is for 40 reconversions to nuclear capable form be 

carried out in less than three years. In such an event, the number of nuclear-capable B-52s 

available to the USAF would jump from 46 to 76 in the active fleet, and an additional 10 

aircraft in storage. 

The two restorations to the active fleet from Davis-Monthan AFB to date indicate that 

restoration out of long-term storage is possible ς though time-consuming. One aircraft (61-

0007) had entered storage in November 2008 in nuclear-capable form, and having never 

been converted before it was restored, returned to service as nuclear-capable in September 

2016 after a 19-month restoration process. 60-0034 returned to service in 2021 having 

already been converted to conventional-only capability, and returned to service as such 

after a 22-month restoration process. 

The viability of civil society identification of B-52H armament classification 

With trust on both sides at an all-time low, it appears highly unlikely as of mid-2024 that 

New START will be revived and/or a new agreement will come to fruition when the treaty 

expires in February 2026. Should the latter come to pass, and the restoration of nuclear 

capabilities across the entire B-52 fleet be enacted as signaled by Congress, the primary aim 

of this study to assist civil society in identifying which B-52 aircraft are nuclear-capable will 

eventually be rendered moot. 

For the time being, however, the critical treaty issues for this study remain unaffected by 

the unravelling of New START, including its recent suspension. These critical issues are the 

treaty requirements for heavy bombers in terms of unique identifiers, external 

distinguishing characteristics, and denuclearized conversion of aircraft.  

If the New START treaty lapses without an immediate functional replacement or 

ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ 

host government and civil society observers will still be able to identify individual B-52 

aircraft entering their country, and to use this study to assess their armament 

 
ΨŘƛǊŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ .πрн ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ōƻƳōŜǊ ƅŜŜǘΦΩ ¦{ {ŜƴŀǘŜ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǊƳŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ CƛǎŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ нлнр bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǝƻƴ !ŎǘΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅΣ WǳƴŜ 
нлнпΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀǊƳŜŘπǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦǎŜƴŀǘŜΦƎƻǾκƛƳƻκƳŜŘƛŀκŘƻŎκŦȅнрψƴŘŀŀψŜȄŜŎǳǝǾŜψǎǳƳƳŀǊȅΦǇŘŦΤ ŀƴŘ 
IŀǊǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ [ƻǎŜȅΣ Ψ/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƴǳƪŜǎ ƻƴ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ .πрн ōƻƳōŜǊǎΩΦ 

https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy25_ndaa_executive_summary.pdf


 

 со 

characteristics, but only if the anticipated reconversion to nuclear-capable form does not 

proceed. 

9ǾŜƴ ǎƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅΩǎ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǇŜƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

unrelated purposes by civil society and government photographers may still be imperiled in 

the near future by another issue: military censorship.  

It is possible that United States could decide to inhibit New START treaty-based 

identification of nuclear-capable B-52 aircraft, either by removing visible external aircraft 

identification, or more drastically, by altering or eliminating the aircraft serial-number-based 

unique identifier system.  

¶ There have already been some indications that US military aircraft identifiers may be 

ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ΨǎǳōŘǳŜŘΩ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¦{!C !ƛǊ 

Mobility Command aircraft, and special forces aircraft.80  

¶ In November 2023 reports emerged of Russian Air Force Tu-95MS heavy bombers of 

a type covered by the New START treaty being shown on Russian media with their 

tail numbers blurred or with apparently new identification numbers that do not 

correspondent to known inventory for that class of aircraft.81  

¶ A 2023 US special forces procurement request for an aircraft flight profile risk 

assessment tool specifically identified ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ Ψǘŀƛƭ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ Ǌƛǎƪ 

element.82 

It is, then, quite possible that the US Air Force could remove unique identifiers from B-52H 

aircraft in response to Russia suspending its participation in the New START treaty, or should 

there be a decision to withdraw from the treaty, or both parties fail to functionally extend 

the treaty beyond its expiry on 4 February 2026.  

 
80 {ǘŜŦŀƴƻ 5Ω¦ǊǎƻΣ Ψ¦Φ{Φ !ƛǊ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ wŜƳƻǾŜǎ ¢ŀƛƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎ !ƴŘ ¦ƴƛǘ aŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ CǊƻƳ !ƛǊŎǊŀƊ CƻǊ 
ht{9/ΩΣ ¢ƘŜ !ǾƛŀǝƻƴƛǎǘΣ п aŀǊŎƘ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜŀǾƛŀǝƻƴƛǎǘΦŎƻƳκнлноκлоκлпκǳπǎπŀƛǊπƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅπŎƻƳƳŀƴŘπ
ǊŜƳƻǾŜǎπǘŀƛƭπƴǳƳōŜǊǎπŀƴŘπǳƴƛǘπƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎπŦǊƻƳπŀƛǊŎǊŀƊπŦƻǊπƻǇǎŜŎκŀΤ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳ .ƛŘŘƭŜΣ Ψ tŜƴǘŀƎƻƴ Ƨƻƛƴǎ 9ƭƻƴ 
aǳǎƪΩǎ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇƭŀƴŜ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΩΣ ¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘΣ му Wǳƭȅ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘΦŎƻƳκнлноκлтκмуκƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅπǇƭŀƴŜπƅƛƎƘǘπǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎκΦ  
81 tŀǾŜƭ tƻŘǾƛƎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊǎϥ ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ L5ǎΩΣ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ мс 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǊǳǎǎƛŀƴŦƻǊŎŜǎΦƻǊƎκōƭƻƎκнлноκммκǘƘŜψŎǳǊƛƻǳǎψŎŀǎŜψƻŦψƘŜŀǾȅψōƻƳōΦǎƘǘƳƭΤ ŀƴŘ 
tŀǾŜƭ tƻŘǾƛƎϪǊǳǎǎƛŀƴŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ мт bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлноΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘǿƛǧŜǊΦŎƻƳκǊǳǎǎƛŀƴŦƻǊŎŜǎκǎǘŀǘǳǎκмтнрпумонрнфсллмпмрΚǎҐсмϧǘҐƛ·ƻǿ5YоƳ½ȅǎWbƧ¢ƘǘȅƻvƪƎΦ  
82 ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ LǘŜƳ ІΥ смфΦм ¦ύ !ƛǊŎǊŀƊ CƛƎƘǘ tǊƻŬƭŜκ ά.ƛƎ 5ŀǘŀέ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ϧ CŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ¢ƻƻƭΦ [ŜŀŘ hǊƎΥ мрǘ 
{h!/Σ ŀǘ  
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǎоΦŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŎƭƻǳŘΦƻǊƎκŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκноутфлууκнлноπǳǎπƧƻƛƴǘπǎǇŜŎƛŀƭπƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎπŎƻƳƳŀƴŘπ
ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘπŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘπƻƴπǇƭŀƴŜπǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΦǇŘŦΤ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ {ŀƳ .ƛŘŘƭŜΣ Ψ tŜƴǘŀƎƻƴ Ƨƻƛƴǎ 9ƭƻƴ aǳǎƪΩǎ ǿŀǊ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǇƭŀƴŜ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎΩΣ ¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘΣ му Wǳƭȅ нлноΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘΦŎƻƳκнлноκлтκмуκƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅπǇƭŀƴŜπ
ƅƛƎƘǘπǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎκΦ  

https://theaviationist.com/2023/03/04/u-s-air-mobility-command-removes-tail-numbers-and-unit-markings-from-aircraft-for-opsec/a
https://theaviationist.com/2023/03/04/u-s-air-mobility-command-removes-tail-numbers-and-unit-markings-from-aircraft-for-opsec/a
https://theintercept.com/2023/07/18/military-plane-flight-tracking/
https://russianforces.org/blog/2023/11/the_curious_case_of_heavy_bomb.shtml
https://twitter.com/russianforces/status/1725481325296001415?s=61&t=iXowDK3mZysJNjThtyoQkg
https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/23879088/2023-us-joint-special-operations-command-procurement-document-on-plane-tracking.pdf
https://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/23879088/2023-us-joint-special-operations-command-procurement-document-on-plane-tracking.pdf
https://theintercept.com/2023/07/18/military-plane-flight-tracking/
https://theintercept.com/2023/07/18/military-plane-flight-tracking/
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Open source civil society evidence, treaty compliance and hosting nuclear-
capable bombers 

!ǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ 

classification of B-52H active and reserve aircraft in the USAF inventory essentially 

reproduces a small part of data in the possession of the US Air Force. Under the inspection 

and data exchange provisions of the New START treaty this same data has been provided by 

the United States to the Russian Federation.  

This same data is the key prerequisite conceivably denied to governments such as Australia 

that host the deployment of USAF B-52 aircraft by the US doctrine of neither confirming nor 

denying the presence of nuclear weapons on USAF aircraft.  

If a host government such as Australia refuses to insist on such transparency it could still 

have undertaken a study such as this report for its own purposes in preparation for 

assessing risks associated with accepting deployment of possibly nuclear-armed aircraft on 

its territory with the potential for undertaking combat missions. While the results of this 

study are robust and transparent, the methodology is straightforward, and the task not 

demanding for a government body, and yet there appears to have been no such approach 

taken by government in the Australian case.  

Civil society researchers, with appropriate concerns for transparent and accountable 

research methods, can in practice provide both government and citizens with original and 

robust data on significant questions of arms control and defence policy, breaking any 

question of a state monopoly on such matters.  

As already stated, a simpler method would be for the United States government to supply 

the data at the request of the host government, and for both governments to publish the 

data freely. If the US has already provided the data to the Russian Federation, there can be 

no significant genuine US or Australian security interest impaired by doing so.  

In the absence of such a publicly stated commitment to nuclear transparency, it is possible 

that this work will contribute to breaking the presumption of state monopoly on reliable, 

robust and transparent information on the presence and deployments of nuclear-capable 

aircraft. Hopefully, this Special Report will provide a resource for civil society researchers 

and activists ς and governments of countries neighbouring host countries ς to overcome the 

denial of critical information from nuclear-weapons states to host countries, and to provide 

an alternative to the willed ignorance and intentional national incapacity inherent in host 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ΨǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊΩ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛƻǳǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ 

of neither confirming nor denying the presence or absence nuclear weapons on its aircraft. 

Transparent and reliable open source information improves the possibility of informed 

democratic will formation, allowing citizens (and the governments of countries that neither 

possess nor support the hosting of nuclear weapons) to make their own assessment of the 
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capabilities of aircraft entering their countries. Those countries and their citizens will then 

be in a position to make informed decisions as to whether such deployments of nuclear-

capable aircraft improve or diminish their security. 

Beyond New START - The implications of the Russian complaint about U.S. 
verification compliance  

New START represents the last vestige of arms control foundations that were laboriously 

built up during the Cold War to constrain arms racing and reduce the threat of a full-scale 

ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƴǳclear arsenals 

might go unconstrained for the first time since 1972 is potentially catastrophic for the 

prospects of maintaining global security and stability. Leaving aside the very serious and 

widening political differences between the US and Russia over the war in Ukraine, 

understanding the key technical issues relating to implementation procedures of New 

START that have led to a breakdown in mutual trust is critical if there is to be any hope for 

salvaging a viable arms control foundation beyond the expiry of New START. 

One such issue is the unresolved and longstanding Russian dissatisfaction with U.S. 

ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǎΣ 

for the past five years, undoubtedly undermined confidence in the treaty. Perhaps more 

importantly in the long run, the particulars of this disagreement point to a more 

fundamental problem that is likely to recur in future arms control agreements concerning 

verification of treaty compliance based on at least general level understanding of the 

operation of certain electronic equipment.  

On 5 February 2018, the day New START treaty numerical limits entered into force, Russia 

formally notified the United States of its persisting dissatisfaction over one aspect of US 

compliance with the inspection protocol of the treaty.83 Later the same month the Russian 

government reiterated its belief that the conversion of heavy bombers (as well as 

submarine missile launchers) had been  

ΨŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

strategic arms have been rendered incapable of employing SLBMs or nuclear 

ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊǎΦΩ84 

 
83 aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ũŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ мсмπлрπлнπнлмуΣ н CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 
нлмуΣ ώ˭͊Ύ͍͔͙͔ͤ͡ ͙ͤͦͫͭͪ͊ͤͤ·ͻ ˸͙͙͔͍ͤͫͭͪͫͭ͊Σ мсмπлрπлнπнлмуΣ рΦлнΦмуΣ мумлΥрмϐΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΦƳƛŘΦǊǳκŦƻǊŜƛƎƴψǇƻƭƛŎȅκƴŜǿǎκπ
κŀǎǎŜǘψǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊκŎYbƻƴƪW9лн.ǿκŎƻƴǘŜƴǘκƛŘκолрпуспΚǇψǇψƛŘҐмлмψLb{¢!b/9ψŎYbƻƴƪW9лн.ǿϧψмлмψLb{¢!b/
9ψŎYbƻƴƪW9лн.ǿψƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜLŘҐŜƴψD.Φ  
84 aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ũŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦{ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƻũŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀǊƳǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦{ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ооуπнтπлнπнлмуΣ ώ ˴͔͙͚ͦͣͣͤͭ͊ͪ ˨͔͔ͨ͊ͪͭ͊ͣͤͭ͊ ͙ͤͺͦͪͣ͊ͼ͙͙ ͙ ͔ͨ;͙͊ͭ ˸ˮ˨ ˾͙͙ͦͫͫ ͍ 
͍ͫΎ͙͘ ͫ ͙ͨͯ͋͊͟͡ͼ͙͔͚ ˥͍͔ͦͫͯ͒͊ͪͫͭͤͤ·ͣ ͔͔͒ͨ͊ͪͭ͊ͣͤͭͦͣ /̊ ˢ ͒͊ͤͤ·ͻ ͦ ͫͯͣͣ͊ͪͤ·ͻ ͙ͦ͟͡;͔͍ͫͭ͊ͻ 
͔͎͙ͫͭͪ͊ͭ;͔͙ͫ͟ͻ ͔ͤ͊ͫͭͯͨ͊ͭ͡Έͤ·ͻ ͍͔͙͚ͦͦͪͯ͗ͤ ˿̊ˢ ооуπнтπлнπнлмуϐΣ нт CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ ŀǘ 

https://archive.mid.ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/3054864?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw&_101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw_languageId=en_GB
https://archive.mid.ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/3054864?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw&_101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw_languageId=en_GB
https://archive.mid.ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/3054864?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw&_101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw_languageId=en_GB
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In December of the same year the Russian government indicated ongoing and escalating 

objections on the conversion of heavy bombers by releasing a more detailed account of its 

concerns to the United States government, as well as to members of the U.S. Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee, that according to the Wall Street Journal 

Ψexposes confidential diplomatic discussions between the U.S. and Russian officials 

ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƳǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘΦΩ85 

The central Russian complaint claimed verification procedures permitted by the U.S. side 

during inspections of exhibited converted B-52H aircraft left Russian inspectors unable to 

verify the fact of conversion of nuclear-armed B-52H aircraft to non-nuclear-armed. 

Under the New START Treaty, conversion of aircraft is intended to remove a nuclear-capable 

heavy bomber from the count of bombers allowed under the Treaty. Conversion is to be 

followed by exhibition and inspection of a first example, which will conform with 

ΨŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΩ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦΩ86 

The Protocol nowhere mentions B-рн ōƻƳōŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛǊǎǘ !ƎǊŜŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ /ƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ 

B-м. IŜŀǾȅ .ƻƳōŜǊǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

inspection of the first converted aircraft conversion of U.S. B-1 bombers.87  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΩǎ .-1B provisions have been subsequently applied to B-52H 

conversions. 88 

Categories of distinguishing features for each nuclear-capable and converted type of United 

{ǘŀǘŜǎ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ψ9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ hōǎŜǊǾŀōƭŜΩΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ 

 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΦƳƛŘΦǊǳκŦƻǊŜƛƎƴψǇƻƭƛŎȅκƴŜǿǎκπ
κŀǎǎŜǘψǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊκŎYbƻƴƪW9лн.ǿκŎƻƴǘŜƴǘκƛŘκомллсруΚǇψǇψƛŘҐмлмψLb{¢!b/9ψŎYbƻƴƪW9лн.ǿϧψмлмψLb{¢!b/
9ψŎYbƻƴƪW9лн.ǿψƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜLŘҐŜƴψD.Φ  
85 aƛŎƘŀŜƭ wΦ DƻǊŘƻƴΣ Ψwǳǎǎƛŀ ²ŀǊƴǎ ¦Φ{Φ aƻǾŜǎ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ нлмм bǳŎƭŜŀǊ tŀŎǘΤ aƻǎŎƻǿ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘŜǎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ 
bŜǿ {ǘŀǊǘ ŀǊƳǎ ŘŜŀƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ LbC ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǾŜǊƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜΩΣ ²ŀƭƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΣ мр WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмфΤ ŀƴŘ 
tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ hŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ !ƴŘ ¢ƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 
CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ hƴ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ !ƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ hŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hũŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƳǎΣ нлмлΣ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ¦Φ{ΦΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмуΣ όǳƴƻŶŎƛŀƭ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǝƻƴύΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǿǎƧΦŎƻƳκǇǳōƭƛŎκǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎκŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκwǳǎǎƛŀΦǇŘŦΦ 
86 bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ !ǊǝŎƭŜ L· όпύΤ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ¢ƻ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ hŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ !ƴŘ ¢ƘŜ 
wǳǎǎƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ hƴ aŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ CƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ !ƴŘ [ƛƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ hŦ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ hũŜƴǎƛǾŜ !ǊƳǎΣ ǇǇΦ трπ
туΣ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκнллфπнлмтΦǎǘŀǘŜΦƎƻǾκŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴκмпллптΦǇŘŦΦ  
87 hŶŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 5ŜŦŜƴǎŜΣ !ŎǝǾŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ¢ǊŜŀǝŜǎΣ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ όb{¢ύΣ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ 
bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΥ tŀǊǘ bƛƴŜ ς !ƎǊŜŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ς CƛǊǎǘ !ƎǊŜŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΥ /ƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ .πм. IŜŀǾȅ .ƻƳōŜǊǎΣ 
ǇǇΦ мпуπмрмΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀŎǉΦƻǎŘΦƳƛƭκŀǎŘŀκǎǎƛǇƳκǎŘŎκǘŎκƴǎǘκǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭκtŀǊǘbƛƴŜΦƘǘƳƭІΥϤΥǘŜȄǘҐпΦΣǘƻ҈нлǘƘŜ҈нлŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǝƻ
ƴŜŘ҈нлǾŜǊƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ҈нлƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ  
88 tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ¢ƻ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇΦ мпфΦ 

https://archive.mid.ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/3100658?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw&_101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw_languageId=en_GB
https://archive.mid.ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/3100658?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw&_101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw_languageId=en_GB
https://archive.mid.ru/foreign_policy/news/-/asset_publisher/cKNonkJE02Bw/content/id/3100658?p_p_id=101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw&_101_INSTANCE_cKNonkJE02Bw_languageId=en_GB
https://www.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/Russia.pdf
https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/140047.pdf
https://www.acq.osd.mil/asda/ssipm/sdc/tc/nst/protocol/PartNine.html#:~:text=4.,to%20the%20aforementioned%20verification%20measures
https://www.acq.osd.mil/asda/ssipm/sdc/tc/nst/protocol/PartNine.html#:~:text=4.,to%20the%20aforementioned%20verification%20measures
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Ψ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƛƴƎκCǳǎŜƭŀƎŜΩΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ .ŀȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 5ŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ 

ƻŦ IŜŀǾȅ .ƻƳōŜǊǎΦΩ 89  

¢ƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ΨtǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ 9ƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŜŀǾȅ .ƻƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎŜǘǎ 

out in general terms three procedures to transform a nuclear-capable bomber to a certified 

non-nuclear-armed bomber: 

Ψόŀύ !ƭƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ōŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ Ǉȅƭƻƴǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ǎƻ ŀǎ 

to render them incapable of employing nuclear armaments; 

Ψόōύ !ƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜǊ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ 

them incapable of employing nuclear armaments; or 

ΨόŎύ hǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘȅ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦΩ90 

¢ƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ !ƎǊŜŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ 

ΨLŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ tŀǊǘȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘ ŀƭƭ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘȅǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 

equipped for nuclear armaments to heavy bombers equipped for non-nuclear 

armaments, such heavy bombers converted in accordance with Part Three of this 

Protocol shall also be subƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŦƻǊŜƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦΩ91 

According to this provision in the First Agreed Statement, conversion of B-52H bombers 

would need to meet the same requirements as laid out in detail for conversion of B-1 

bombers.  

For nuclear-capable B-рнI ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŦƛƴǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

non-ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΣ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻƴŜ ΨŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀōƭŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ 

ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΩ ŀǎ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻf completion of B-

52H conversion on 1 March 2017.  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ р CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму Problems related to 

implementation of the Treaty document, 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ .-52H heavy bombers and Trident II SLBM launchers ... 

arose in 2015. Three years ago, the U.S. side declared its intention to convert B-52H 

heavy bombers by rendering them incapable of employing nuclear armaments by 

removing the nuclear armaments enabling switch and interconnecting box, mounting 

 
89 tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ¢ƻ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ǇΦ ттΦ  
90 tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ¢ƻ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇΦ фтΦ 
91 tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇǇΦ мрлπмрмΦ  
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a code enabling switch inhibitor and interconnecting box inhibitor plate, removing 

applicable cable connectors, capping applicable wire bundles.Ω92 

Such characteristics of certain electronic and arming structures would constitute features of 

ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ .ŀȅΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 5ŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŜŀǾȅ .ƻƳōŜǊǎΩ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

B-52H aircraft (Figure 11). 

Figure 11. The weapon systems officer station in a B-52H Stratofortress 

 
 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΥ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ [ƻǎŜȅΣ ƛƴ .Ǌȅŀƴǘ IŀǊǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ [ƻǎŜȅΣ Ψ/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ 
nukes on conventional B-рн ōƻƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Defense News, 19 June 2024, at 

https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/06/18/congress-wants-to-restore-nukes-on-conventional-b-52-
bombers/.  

 
92 tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇΦ оΦ 9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/06/18/congress-wants-to-restore-nukes-on-conventional-b-52-bombers/
https://www.defensenews.com/air/2024/06/18/congress-wants-to-restore-nukes-on-conventional-b-52-bombers/
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The first B-52H bomber converted to non-nuclear armed was presented for inspection on 10 

September 2015, displaying specified distinguishing features and results of conversion. 

However, three years later, the December 2018 Russian Federation detailed complaint to 

the United States stated that at the time of the first exhibition and inspection in September 

2015 Russian inspectors were  

ΨǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 

States satisfy the Treaty requirement on rendering a heavy bomber incapable of 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦΩ93 

Consequently, the Russian complaint concluded,  

Ψŀƭƭ .-52H heavy bombers which are converted following the above-mentioned 

procedures cannot be excluded from the aggregate numbers of strategic offensive 

ŀǊƳǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ LL ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΦΩ94 

In its December 2018 document the Russian government suggested it could consider a 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ΨŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΦ95 However, according to one 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ŀǎ ƻŦ aŀȅ нлмфΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǿŀǎ Ψƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΩΦ96  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾȅ ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

conventional-only capability would necessarily amount to irreversible change in the 

ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘǎΩ ŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¸ŜǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƭŀǳǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ōŀȅ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛcs 

alterations outlined above (assuming the Russian account is substantially correct) by 

themselves resulted in irreversibility. These procedures are quite distinct from large-scale 

physical alteration of aircraft or missiles by rendering them wholly nonfunctional. 

Writing in 2018 about the initial Russian statement in February of the same year, the 

nuclear specialist Pavel Podvig noted, apropos disagreements about conversion of B-52H 

aircraft and SLBM launch tubes, that 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ 

require the conversion to be irreversible, and that as long as the treaty is in force 

Russia can always use its inspection provisions to check that the launch tubes remain 

άǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴŎŀǇŀōƭŜέ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ {[.aǎΦ 

 
93 tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇΦ оΦ 
94 tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇΦ пΦ  
95 tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǇΦ тΦ  
96 tŀǾŜƭ tƻŘǾƛƎΣ ΨLǎ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎɕȅΚΩΣ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ нл aŀȅ нлмфΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǊǳǎǎƛŀƴŦƻǊŎŜǎΦƻǊƎκōƭƻƎκнлмфκлрκƛǎψƴŜǿψǎǘŀǊǘψŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴψǊŜŀƭƭȅΦǎƘǘƳƭΦ 

https://russianforces.org/blog/2019/05/is_new_start_extension_really.shtml
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Ψ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ŘƻŜǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ tŀǊǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΦέ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ άŀǊŜ 

ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎ ƻǊ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ 

conduct a demonstration, presumably to convince its counterpart that there the 

goals of the conversion are achieved. But the treaty does not, in fact, require the 

demonstration to be convincing, so it is entirely possible that the other party will still 

have issues with the way the conversion is done. Which appears to be exactly what 

happened.Ω97 

On the specifics of the B-52 conversion disagreement, Podvig wrote: 

ΨL Řƻƴϥǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .-52H conversion, but I would guess that the conversion is 

done in a reversible manner as well. But bombers has [sic] always been tricky, since 

their conversion is never truly irreversible. As I understand, it is largely an issue of 

having a socket that allows the arming mechanism of a nuclear weapon to be 

connected to the equipment inside of the aircraft. There is the equipment itself, of 

course, but its absence is more difficult to verify. But with bombers at least there is 

an understanding of the risks and there are arguably other ways to ascertain that a 

bomber has been converted to non-ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦΩ98 

Clearly, one source of difficulty in evaluating the Russian claim and the US response is that 

the only technical details of the B-52H conversion process that have become publicly 

available are those set out briefly in the Russian Federation document in December 2018, 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ tƻŘǾƛƎΩǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƻ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ 

the reluctance of diplomats to impede ongoing negotiations with premature or tactically 

inappropriate public revelations. If the Russian description is generally correct, it is difficult 

to think of a security rationale for the US side to not release further details of the 

technology involved at a comparably general level. Of course, in the years following the 

complaint, the invasion of Ukraine all but eliminated the possibility of dealing with the 

ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛǾŜ 

processes and other diplomatic channels.  

A second question arises from the Russian December 2018 report concerning the timing of 

its concerns, when the US was notified of the Russian concerns, and US responses. 

According to the December 2018 complaint, Russian inspectors stated their concerns about 

their inability to confirm the functioning of alterations to the weapons bay electronic 

equipment at the time of the first inspection in September 2015, even though they were not 

publicly aired for another three years. It is reasonable to assume that the Russian made 

 
97 tŀǾŜƭ tƻŘǾƛƎΣ ΨbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŜǎΩΣ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΣ мр !ǇǊƛƭ нлмуΣ ŀǘ 
ƘǧǇǎΥκκǊǳǎǎƛŀƴŦƻǊŎŜǎΦƻǊƎκōƭƻƎκнлмуκлпκƴŜǿψǎǘŀǊǘψŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŜǎΦǎƘǘƳƭΦ 
98 tŀǾŜƭ tƻŘǾƛƎΣ ΨbŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŜǎΩΦ 
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mention to their US counterparts of their concerns and their seriousness in bilateral 

consultative meetings between late 2015 and the entry into force of the treaty limits.  

We know little more of any US response over those three years, and in the subsequent 

years geopolitics has almost buried the matter as a resolvable matter of arms control 

ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƛǘƘ tƻŘǾƛƎΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ May 2019 

that he had come to believe that  

ΨǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ 

compliance with the letter of the agreement - nowhere in the treaty it is said that 

the conversion has to be irreversible. So, Russia may not have a good legal argument 

here...I wouldn't say that Russia's argument is particularly strong, but it has a 

ǇƻƛƴǘΦΩ99  

We are left, on this particular issue, with an apparent failure of the Trump administration to 

take the Russian complaint seriously enough to allow it to be addressed adequately either 

within the treaty dispute framework, or as Russia had invited, diplomatically.  

The problem for verification next time 

.ǳǘ tƻŘǾƛƎΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ΨŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΩ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ фл-page Protocol on 

Inspections.  

The basic problem faced by the Russian inspectors appears to be that they were allowed to 

visually inspect and physically measure certain items in the weapons bay and other parts of 

the exhibited aircraft for which they were given explanations of function (or removal or 

variation of function) that were explained as intended to demonstrate loss of capability to 

use nuclear armaments.  

Absent an agreed and treaty specified possibility of examining the electronic operation of 

ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ΨōƭŀŎƪ ōƻȄŜǎΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ 

confirm that the devices offered to them for inspection operated in the ways described by 

the Inspected Party.  

The language of the Protocol on Inspection makes clear that physical inspection was 

expected to involve visual inspection, GPS location measurement, visual image 

photography, linear measurement, and testing for radioactivity. On the matter of 

radioactivity testing, inspectors were allowed to use dosimeters to test for the presence of 

 
99 tŀǾŜƭ tƻŘǾƛƎΣ ΨLǎ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎȅΚΩ 
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nuclear weapons ς a critical requirement in aspects of treaty compliance verification, but 

not in the case of heavy bomber conversion.  

hǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻǎƛƳŜǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻŎƪŜǘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ ΨLƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ bŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

Inspecting Party included measuring tapes, adhesive tape, suitcase, tamper-proof seals, and 

flashlights and batteries, while the Inspected Party provided cameras and GPS devices.  

Despite the ingenuity and good will of some of the solutions to longstanding inspection 

problems achieved at the New START negotiations, it is difficult to see how inherently 

reversible denuclearization conversion procedures for heavy bombers based on visual 

inspection of the external characteristics of electronic equipment could be expected to 

provide assurance of denuclearization. Little on those lists suggests the protocol negotiators 

intended any aspect of the electronic functioning of equipment deemed to verifiably 

demonstrate denuclearization to be on the agenda of inspections.  

Of course, it may be that this interpretation of the Russian complaint and of the language of 

the treaty and its Protocol on Inspections is misplaced or simply uninformed. More than half 

a decade on from the original Russian complaint, it is not possible to say more on the basis 

of public documents.  

However, to the extent the argument is more or less correct, and in the hope that there will 

come a time when the Russian Federation and the United States return to the arms control 

negotiating table, the question of how to make possible adequate levels of verification of 

treaty compliance based on at least general level understanding of the operation of certain 

electronic equipment will be a problem that is likely to recur.  

In a conclusion even more important in 2024, if more distant from possibility than five years 

earlier, in 2019 Podvig reiterated his argument that political will to seek trust remains a 

primary requirement: 

ΨLƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎέ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ 

that Russia mostly wants its concerns to be taken seriously. If the United States 

admits that this is the matter that it is prepared to discuss, Russia would probably be 

reŀŘȅ ǘƻ ȅƛŜƭŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƛǊǎǘΦΩ 100 

But it would also appear that the search for politically viable arms control measures must 

also be paired with a technical ambition to balance the national security interests of the 

Inspected Party in maintaining technological secrets with those of the Inspecting Party in a 

sufficient general understanding of the operation of electronic equipment offered as 

demonstration of intent.   

 
100 tŀǾŜƭ tƻŘǾƛƎΣ ΨLǎ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎȅΚΩ 



 

 то 

tŀǊǘ оΦ !ƛǊŎǊŀƊ [ƛǎǘ 

слπлллм ............................................................................................................... тт 

слπлллн ............................................................................................................... тф 

слπллло ............................................................................................................... ум 

слπлллп ............................................................................................................... ун 

слπлллр ............................................................................................................... уп 

слπлллт ............................................................................................................... ур 

слπлллу ............................................................................................................... ут 

слπлллф ............................................................................................................... уу 

слπллмм ............................................................................................................... фм 

слπллмн ............................................................................................................... фн 

слπллмо ............................................................................................................... фп 

слπллмп ............................................................................................................... фр 

слπллмр ............................................................................................................... фт 

слπллмс ............................................................................................................... фу 

слπллмт ............................................................................................................... фф 

слπллму ............................................................................................................. млл 

слπллмф ............................................................................................................. млм 

слπллнл ............................................................................................................. мло 

слπллнм ............................................................................................................. млр 

слπллнн ............................................................................................................. млт 

слπллно ............................................................................................................. млу 

слπллнп ............................................................................................................. млф 

слπллнр ............................................................................................................. ммл 

слπллнс ............................................................................................................. ммм 

слπллну ............................................................................................................. ммо 

слπллнф ............................................................................................................. ммр 



 

 тп 

слπллол ............................................................................................................. ммт 

слπллом ............................................................................................................. ммф 

слπллон ............................................................................................................. мнл 

слπллоо ............................................................................................................. мнм 

слπллоп ............................................................................................................. мно 

слπллор ............................................................................................................. мнр 

слπллос ............................................................................................................. мнс 

слπллот ............................................................................................................. мну 

слπллоу ............................................................................................................. мол 

слπллпм ............................................................................................................. мон 

слπллпн ............................................................................................................. моо 

слπллпо ............................................................................................................. мор 

слπллпп ............................................................................................................. мот 

слπллпр ............................................................................................................. моф 

слπллпс ............................................................................................................. мпм 

слπллпу ............................................................................................................. мпо 

слπллпф ............................................................................................................. мпп 

слπллрл ............................................................................................................. мпс 

слπллрм ............................................................................................................. мпт 

слπллрн ............................................................................................................. мпф 

слπллрр ............................................................................................................. мро 

слπллрс ............................................................................................................. мрр 

слπллрт ............................................................................................................. мрс 

слπллру ............................................................................................................. мру 

слπллрф ............................................................................................................. мрф 

слπллсл ............................................................................................................. мсм 

слπллсм ............................................................................................................. мсо 

слπллсн ............................................................................................................. мср 



 

 тр 

смπлллм ............................................................................................................. мсс 

смπлллн ............................................................................................................. мст 

смπллло ............................................................................................................. мсф 

смπлллп ............................................................................................................. мтл 

смπлллр ............................................................................................................. мтм 

смπлллс ............................................................................................................. мтн 

смπлллт ............................................................................................................. мтп 

смπлллу ............................................................................................................. мтт 

смπлллф ............................................................................................................. мту 

смπллмл ............................................................................................................. мул 

смπллмм ............................................................................................................. мун 

смπллмн ............................................................................................................. муо 

смπллмо ............................................................................................................. муп 

смπллмп ............................................................................................................. мур 

смπллмр ............................................................................................................. мут 

смπллмс ............................................................................................................. муу 

смπллмт ............................................................................................................. мфл 

смπллму ............................................................................................................. мфн 

смπллмф ............................................................................................................. мфо 

смπллнл ............................................................................................................. мфр 

смπллнм ............................................................................................................. мфс 

смπллнн ............................................................................................................. мфу 

смπллно ............................................................................................................. нлл 

смπллнп ............................................................................................................. нлн 

смπллнр ............................................................................................................. нлп 

смπллну ............................................................................................................. нлт 

смπллнф ............................................................................................................. нлф 

смπллом ............................................................................................................. нмм 



 

 тс 

смπллон ............................................................................................................. нмн 

смπллоп ............................................................................................................. нмп 

смπллор ............................................................................................................. нмр 

смπллос ............................................................................................................. нмт 

смπллоу ............................................................................................................. нму 

смπллоф ............................................................................................................. нмф 

смπллпл ............................................................................................................. ннм 

  



 

 тт 

слπлллм 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπлллм 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл ллм 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ лллм 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспосс 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фсǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   

 



 

 ту 

Primary source:  
[ǳƪŜ IƛƭƭΣ Ψ! .-52H Stratofortress nuclear-ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ōƻƳōŜǊ ŦƭƛŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴ ǳƴŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΩΣ U.S. Department of 
Defense, VIRIN: 190422-F-PQ438-012X, photo date 22 April 2019, uploaded n.d., [accessed 21 February 2024], 
at https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/2954945/integrated-deterrence-at-center-of-
upcoming-national-defense-strategy/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2022/Mar/04/2002949913/-1/-1/0/190422-F-PQ438-012X.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 

WƻǎƘǳŀ wǳǇǇŜǊǘΣ Ψсл-0001Ω, Jetphotos, photo date 11 March 2020, uploaded 7 February 2021, [accessed 27 

June 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10048441. 
 

  

https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/2954945/integrated-deterrence-at-center-of-upcoming-national-defense-strategy/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/2954945/integrated-deterrence-at-center-of-upcoming-national-defense-strategy/
https://media.defense.gov/2022/Mar/04/2002949913/-1/-1/0/190422-F-PQ438-012X.JPG
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10048441


 

 тф 

слπлллн 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπлллн 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл ллн 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ лллн 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспост 

 

IƻƳŜ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ όн .² ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ 

 

 
 
Enhanced: 
 

 



 

 ул 

 

   

 
Enhanced: 
 

   

 
Primary source: 
[ƛƭƭƛŀƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ ΨtƘƻǘƻǎ - 201214-F-NP461-мнлмΩΣ 18th Air Force, VIRIN: 201214-F-NP461-1201, photo date 14 
December 2020, uploaded n.d., [accessed 14 February 2024], at 
https://www.18af.amc.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002561157/.  
 
Secondary source: 
wƛŎƪ LƴƎƘŀƳΣ Ψ.ƻŜƛƴƎ .-52H Stratofortress - 60-0002 ς ¦{!CΩΣ Rick Ingham Photography, photo date 11 June 
2017, [accessed 28 June 2023], at http://rickinghamphotography.co.uk/gallery3/Airfields/United-
Kingdom/RAF-Fairford/Boeing-B-52H-Stratofortress/IMG_4855.   

https://www.18af.amc.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002561157/
http://rickinghamphotography.co.uk/gallery3/Airfields/United-Kingdom/RAF-Fairford/Boeing-B-52H-Stratofortress/IMG_4855
http://rickinghamphotography.co.uk/gallery3/Airfields/United-Kingdom/RAF-Fairford/Boeing-B-52H-Stratofortress/IMG_4855


 

 ум 

слπллло 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

  

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллло 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лло 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллло 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспосу 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фоǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ олтǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source101:  
9ǊƛŎ tŀƎŜ [ǳΣ Ψсл-лллоΩΣ Jetphotos, 23 August 2021, uploaded 1 September 2021, [accessed 8 August 2023], at 
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10278129.  
 
Secondary source: 
¢ǊŀǾƛǎ tƛŀǘŜƪΣ Ψсл-лллоΩΣ Flickr, photo date 26 May 2019, uploaded 7 December 2019, [accessed 27 June 2023], 
at https://www.flickr.com/photos/147459361@N04/49180559521/  

 
101 ¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ  

https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10278129
https://www.flickr.com/photos/147459361@N04/49180559521/


 

 ун 

слπлллп 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπлллп 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл ллп 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ лллп 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспосф 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   

 
Enhanced 
 

   



 

 уо 

 
Primary source:  
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƻƭƭƛŜǊΣ Ψ.ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŘŜǘŜǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩΣ DVIDS, video ID: 913736, VIRIN: 
240222-F-ZD629-1003, video date 22 February 2024, uploaded 22 February 2024, (video at 00:21 mins.), 
[accessed 27 February 2024], at https://www.dvidshub.net/video/913736/bomber-task-force-continues-
strategic-deterrence-mission.  
 
Secondary source: 
CƭƻǊƛŘŀ aŜǘŀƭΣ Ψсл-лллпΩΣ Airport-Data.com, photo ID: AC1472508, photo date 12 May 2018, uploaded 8 April 
2019, [accessed 27 June 2023] at https://www.airport-data.com/aircraft/photo/001472508.html.  

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/913736/bomber-task-force-continues-strategic-deterrence-mission
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/913736/bomber-task-force-continues-strategic-deterrence-mission
https://www.airport-data.com/aircraft/photo/001472508.html


 

 уп 

слπлллр 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπлллр 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл ллр 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ лллр 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспотл 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ όр .² ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ 

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
½ŀŘŜ ±ŀŘƴŀƛǎΣ ΨноǊŘ 9.{ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ōƻƳōŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ 5ƛŀƳƻƴŘ {ƘƛŜƭŘ нлмфΩ, U.S. Strategic Command, 1 April 
2019, VIRIN: 190326-F-WV456-0290, photo date 26 March 2019, uploaded 1 April 2019, [accessed 29 February 
2024], at https://www.stratcom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1802985/23rd-ebs-brings-
bomber-support-to-diamond-shield-2019/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Mar/28/2002107119/-1/-1/0/190326-F-WV456-0290.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 
aŀǊƛŜ /ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŀ hǊǘƛȊΣ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ tƭŜǿ όǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊύ Ψ.ƻƳōŜǊǎΣ aŀǊƛƴŜ C-35s join Point Blank 20-п ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΩΣ 
Air Force, VIRIN: 200910-F-QP712-0085, photo date 10 September 2020, uploaded 11 September 2020, 
[accessed 18 February 2024], at https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2345203/bombers-marine-f-
35s-join-point-blank-20-4-exercise/. High resolution at https://media.defense.gov/2020/Sep/11/2002495900/-
1/-1/0/200910-F-QP712-0085.JPG.   

https://www.stratcom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1802985/23rd-ebs-brings-bomber-support-to-diamond-shield-2019/
https://www.stratcom.mil/Media/News/News-Article-View/Article/1802985/23rd-ebs-brings-bomber-support-to-diamond-shield-2019/
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Mar/28/2002107119/-1/-1/0/190326-F-WV456-0290.JPG
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2345203/bombers-marine-f-35s-join-point-blank-20-4-exercise/
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2345203/bombers-marine-f-35s-join-point-blank-20-4-exercise/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Sep/11/2002495900/-1/-1/0/200910-F-QP712-0085.JPG
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Sep/11/2002495900/-1/-1/0/200910-F-QP712-0085.JPG


 

 ур 

слπлллт 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπлллт 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл ллт 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ лллт 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспотн 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

Enhanced: 
 

 
 

 



 

 ус 

   

 
Enhanced: 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
WŀǊŀŘ !Φ 5ŜƴǘƻƴΣ !ƭȅǎǎŀ aΦ !ƪŜǊǎ όǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊύΣ ΨноǊŘ 9.{ ŘŜǇƭƻȅǎ ǘƻ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩΣ Air Force Global Strike 
Command, (image 5/8), VIRIN: 190114-F-VF865-0175, photo date 14 January 2019, uploaded 30 January 2019, 
[accessed 14 February 2024], at https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/1745608/23rd-ebs-
deploys-to-pacific/. High resolution at https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jan/30/2002084383/-1/-1/0/190114-
F-VF865-0175.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 
bŀǘƘŜƴ {ƛŜōŜƴΣ Ψ¦{!C .ƻŜƛƴƎ .-52 60-ллт ¸a!±ΩΣ Flickr, photo date 4 March 2019, uploaded 24 March 2019, 
[accessed 5 September 2023], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/nathensieben/33578305138/. 
  

https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/1745608/23rd-ebs-deploys-to-pacific/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/1745608/23rd-ebs-deploys-to-pacific/
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jan/30/2002084383/-1/-1/0/190114-F-VF865-0175.JPG
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jan/30/2002084383/-1/-1/0/190114-F-VF865-0175.JPG
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nathensieben/33578305138/


 

 ут 

слπлллу 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπлллу 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл ллу 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллллу 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспото 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ уǘƘ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ όуǘƘ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ  

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
aŀǊƪ tƛŀŎŜƴǘƛƴƛΣ Ψсл-0008 Boeing B52H Stratofortress KLVS 08-02-ноΩΣ Flickr, photo date 8 February 2023, 
uploaded 19 March 2023, [accessed 28 June 2023], at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/markp51/52756840424/. 
 
Secondary source: 
bƛŎƪ {ƘŜŜŘŜǊΣ Ψсл-лллуΩΣ Flickr, photo date 27 January 2023, uploaded 14 February 2023, [accessed 22 August 
2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10863631.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/markp51/52756840424/
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10863631


 

 уу 

слπлллф 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπлллф 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл ллф 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ лллф 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспотп 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ сфǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ όсф .{ ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ 

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source: 
aŀǘǘ ±ŀǊƭŜȅΣ Ψ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ μ .ƻŜƛƴƎ .-52H Stratofortress | 60-лллфΩΣ Flickr, photo date 19 
September 2019, uploaded 5 October 2019; EXIF data confirmed through Online EXIF Viewer, [accessed 21 
May 2024], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/55198703@N02/48848161426/.  
 
Secondary source:  
WΦ¢Φ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ΨΨ.ƻƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ώLƳŀƎŜ р ƻŦ рϐΩΣ DVIDS, VIRIN: 180109-F-CG053-0027, photo date 9 January 
2018, uploaded 11 January 2018, [accessed 14 February 2024], at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/4072858/bombers-uk. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Jan/14/2001865624/-1/-1/0/180109-F-CG053-0027.JPG.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/55198703@N02/48848161426/
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/4072858/bombers-uk
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Jan/14/2001865624/-1/-1/0/180109-F-CG053-0027.JPG


 

 уф 

60-0010 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ π ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀōƭŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ! 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмл 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмл 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмл 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспотр 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎπaƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C.Σ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

 
 
Primary source:  
Ψсл-ллмлΩΣ AMARC Experience Database, [accessed 23 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php.  
 
Secondary source: 
bфпрлпΣ Ψсл-ллмлΩΣ Nuclear-capable B-52H Stratofortress bombers image gallery, image supplied, photo date 
24 March 2016, uploaded 22 May 2024, at https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-
facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/.  
  

http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php
https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/
https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/


 

 фл 

 

 

 
Notes:  
AMARC records tail data as LA, 96th Bomb Squadron, 2nd Bomb Wing. 
 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, at  
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.  

  

   

https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html


 

 фм 

слπллмм 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмм 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмм 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмм 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспотс 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ммǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ όммǘƘ .{ ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ 

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source: 
[ƛŜǳǿŜ IƻŦǎǘǊŀΣ Ψсл-ллммΩΣ Flickr, photo date, 18 May 2019, uploaded 30 May 2019, [accessed 20 May 2024], 
at https://www.flickr.com/photos/lieuwe/47964243221/in/album-72157709453030132/.  
 
Secondary source: 
.ǊǳŎŜ [ŜƛōƻǿƛǘȊΣ Ψсл-ллммΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 21 April 2018, uploaded 8 May 2018, [accessed 28 June 
2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/8945327.  
  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lieuwe/47964243221/in/album-72157709453030132/
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/8945327


 

 фн 

слπллмн 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмн 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмн 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмн 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспотт 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ  сфǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

Enhanced: 

 

 
 



 

 фо 

   
 
Enhanced: 
 

   
 
Primary source:  
Evan LichtenhanΣ Ψ.-рнǎ ƛƴ W.9wΥ 5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘƛƴƎΩΣ Minot Air Force Base, VIRIN: 230711-F-DA270-1099, photo 
date 11 July 2023, uploaded date n.d., [accessed 18 February 2024], at https://www.minot.af.mil/Multi -
Media/Photos/igphoto/2003259757/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2023/Jul/15/2003259757/-1/-1/0/230711-F-DA270-1099.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 
!ƭŜȄ /ǊŀƛƭΣ Ψсл-ллмнΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 17 March 2020, photo uploaded 13 April 2021, [accessed 28 June 
2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10126470. .   

https://www.minot.af.mil/Multi-Media/Photos/igphoto/2003259757/
https://www.minot.af.mil/Multi-Media/Photos/igphoto/2003259757/
https://media.defense.gov/2023/Jul/15/2003259757/-1/-1/0/230711-F-DA270-1099.JPG
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10126470
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слπллмо 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмо 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмо 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмо 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоту 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ нлǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
!ƛƭŜŜƴ [ŀǳŜǊΣ Ψ.-рнǎ ¢ŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ aƻǊƻƴ !ƛǊ .ŀǎŜ ǘƻ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ώLƳŀƎŜ о ƻŦ пϐΩΣ DVIDS, 
VIRIN: 210521-F-QB377-069, photo date 21 May 2021, uploaded 21 May 2021, [accessed 15 February 2024], at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/6656749/b-52s-take-off-moron-air-base-support-missions-operations.  
 
Secondary source: 
aƛǎŀŜƭ hŎŀǎƛƻ 9ǇƛŎŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴптΣ Ψсл-ллмоΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 5 August 2021, uploaded 22 August 2021, 
[accessed 28 June 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10264209.   

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/6656749/b-52s-take-off-moron-air-base-support-missions-operations
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10264209


 

 фр 

слπллмп 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ π ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀōƭŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ! 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмп 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмп 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмп 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспотф 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎπaƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C.Σ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

 
 
Primary source:  

Ψсл-ллмпΩΣ AMARC Experience Database, [accessed 23 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php./  
 
Secondary source: 
bфпрлпΣ Ψсл-ллмпΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 24 March 2016, uploaded 9 July 2016, [accessed 23 August 2023], at 
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/8317359.  
  

http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php./
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/8317359


 

 фс 

 

 
 
 

   

 
Enhanced: 
 

   

 
Notes:  
AMARC records tail data as LA, 20th Bomb Squadron, 2nd Bomb Wing. 
 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, at  
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.  

  

https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html
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слπллмр 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмр 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмр 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмр 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоул 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фоǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ олтǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
aw/ !ǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ΨLaDψтпфоΣ ¦{!C .-52H Stratofortress 60-ллмрΣ b!{ CƻǊǘ ²ƻǊǘƘ YbC² ну!¦DнлΩΣ Flickr, photo 
date 28 August 2020, uploaded 29 August 2020, [accessed 22 August 2023], at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/189696948@N05/50281463053/  
 
Secondary source: 
tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ wŀǘŜ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ Ψсл-ллмрΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 5 October 2020, uploaded 16 January 2021, 
[accessed 28 June 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10017758.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/189696948@N05/50281463053/
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10017758


 

 фу 

слπллмс 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ LƴŀŎǝǾŜ π DL¢! 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bκ! 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ! 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмс 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмс 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмс 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоум 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ώbƻǘ ƛƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜϐ  

bƻǘŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ D.πрнI 

 
Primary source 
hǿŜƴ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜΣ Ψ.ƻŜƛƴƎ .-52H 60-ллмсΩΣ Flickr, photo date 1 May 2016, uploaded 28 July 2016, [accessed 21 
May 2024], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/planesandstuff/28564350256/.  
 

 
 
Secondary source: 
Wŀǎƻƴ aŎ/ŀǎƭŀƴŘΣ Ψ.-рнI ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ bŜǿ {¢!w¢ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊΩΣ Barksdale Air Force Base, 20 
September 2013, at https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Article/635194/first-b-52h-becomes-new-start-
compliant-ground-trainer/. 
 
Notes: 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψ¦{!C мфсл {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, 
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.  

Ψллмс όa{b пспоумύ ǘƻ нƴŘ .²Σ фсǘƘ .{ ŀǘ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜΣ !C.Φ  
ΨbŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǊƻƴŜǎǎέ ǿƛǘƘ рǘƘ .² ƛƴ {ŜǇ мфууΦ 
Ψ¢ƻ D.-52H maintenance trainer at Barksdale AFB, LA.  
Ψ¢ŀƛƭ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ сл-лллм ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴƎŀǊ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΦΩ 

 
ŎƻǊƪǎǇƻǘǘŜǊ κ tŀǳƭ 5ŀƭȅ Σ Ψсл-0016 B-рнI ¦{!CΩΣ Flickr, photo date 25 October 2016, uploaded 27 January 2017, 
[accessed 21 May 2024], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/corkspotter/32400609182/.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/planesandstuff/28564350256/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Article/635194/first-b-52h-becomes-new-start-compliant-ground-trainer/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Article/635194/first-b-52h-becomes-new-start-compliant-ground-trainer/
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/corkspotter/32400609182/


 

 фф 
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{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмт 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмт 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмт 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоун 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ сфǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 
Primary source:  
!Ƴȅ tƛŎŀǊŘΣ Ψ.¢C ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ DǳŀƳ ώLƳŀƎŜ н ƻŦ млϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 8222970, VIRIN: 240203-F-EY126-
1005, photo date 3 February 2024, uploaded 5 February 2024, [accessed 17 February 2024], at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8222970/btf-takes-off-guam.  
 
Secondary source: 
aL[олмл κ ¦{!CΣ Ψ.-рнI {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜΣ DǳŀƳΩΣ YouTube, video 
date n.d., uploaded 6 February 2024, (video at 6.33 mins.), [accessed 16 February 2024], at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4W8PQjjOG0E.   

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8222970/btf-takes-off-guam
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4W8PQjjOG0E


 

 млл 

слπллму 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ [ƻǿ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллму 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лму 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллму 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоуо 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ сфǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

   

 
Primary source:  
¢ȅǎƪƛлтΣ Ψсл-ллмуΩΣ Flickr, photo date 15 November 2022, uploaded 17 November 2022, [accessed 28 July 
2023], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/150550015@N08/52505456782/.  
 
Secondary source: 
 
Note:  
Primary source lacks EXIF date data. There is no suitable secondary source.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/150550015@N08/52505456782/


 

 млм 

слπллмф 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ π ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀōƭŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ! 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллмф 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лмф 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллмф 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоуп 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎπaƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C.Σ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

 
 
Primary source:  
Ψсл-ллмфΩΣ AMARC Experience Database, [accessed 23 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php.  
 
Secondary source: 
aŀǊƪǳǎǿƛƭƭƳŀƴƴΣ Ψсл-ллмфΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 3 June 2014, uploaded 2 December 2014, [accessed 23 
August 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/7931416 
 

http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/7931416


 

 млн 

 
 

   

 
Notes:  
AMARC records tail data as LA, 96th Bomb Squadron, 2nd Bomb Wing. 
 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, at  
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.  
  

https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html


 

 мло 

слπллнл 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ π ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀōƭŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ! 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллнл 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лнл 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллнл 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоур 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎπaƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C.Σ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

 
 
Primary source:  
Ψсл-ллнлΩΣ AMARC Experience Database, [accessed 23 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php.  
 
Secondary source: 
aŀǊƪ YŀƭŦŀǎΣ Ψ!ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ сл-ллнл tƘƻǘƻΩΣ Airport-Data.com, photo ID AC1728175, photo date 15 November 2015, 
uploaded 28 November 2022, [accessed 23 August 2023], at https://www.airport-
data.com/aircraft/photo/001728175.html.  
 

https://www.airport-data.com/aircraft/photo/001728175.html
https://www.airport-data.com/aircraft/photo/001728175.html


 

 млп 

 
 

   

 
Notes:  
AMARC records tail data as LA, 20th Bomb Squadron, 2nd Bomb Wing. 
 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, at  
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.  

  

https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html


 

 млр 

слπллнм 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллнм 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лнм 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллнм 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоус 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фсǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 



 

 млс 

 
Primary source:  
WŀŎƻō .Φ ²ǊƛƎƘǘǎƳŀƴΣ ΨDƭƻōŀƭ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ нм ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎǎΩΣ Air Force Global Strike Command, VIRIN: 201020-F-LC363-
1141, photo date 20 October 2020, uploaded 20 October 2020, [accessed 6 March 2024], at 
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002521538/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Oct/21/2002521538/-1/-1/0/201020-F-LC363-1141.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 
WŀŎƻō .Φ ²ǊƛƎƘǘǎƳŀƴΣ Ψ.ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ D[h.![ ¢I¦b59w нмΩΣ Barksdale Air Force Base, (image 4 of 
5), VIRIN: 201023-F-DX695-1159, photo date 23 October 2020, uploaded 26 October 2020, [accessed 15 
February 2024], at https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Article/2394678/barksdale-participates-in-global-
thunder-21/. High resolution at https://media.defense.gov/2020/Oct/23/2002522887/-1/-1/0/201023-F-
DX695-1159.JPG.  
  

https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002521538/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Oct/21/2002521538/-1/-1/0/201020-F-LC363-1141.JPG
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Article/2394678/barksdale-participates-in-global-thunder-21/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Article/2394678/barksdale-participates-in-global-thunder-21/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Oct/23/2002522887/-1/-1/0/201023-F-DX695-1159.JPG
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Oct/23/2002522887/-1/-1/0/201023-F-DX695-1159.JPG


 

 млт 

слπллнн 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллнн 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лнн 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллнн 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоут 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фсǘƘ.ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 

Primary source:  
½ŀŎƘŀǊȅ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΣ Ψt± нн-оΩΣ aƛƴƻǘ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ōŀǎŜΣ ±LwLbΥ ннлфмс-F-CD213-1054, photo date 16 September 2022, 
uploaded 16 September 2022, [accessed 5 September 2023], at https://www.minot.af.mil/Multi -
Media/Photos/igphoto/2003084465/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2022/Sep/23/2003084465/-1/-1/0/220916-F-CD213-1054.JPG. 
 
Secondary source: 
[ƛƭƭƛŀƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ Ψ¦Φ{Φ .ƻƳōŜǊǎ hǇŜǊŀǘŜ Lƴ /9b¢/haΩΣ U.S. Central Command, VIRIN: 201209-D-D0477-020B.JPG, 
photo date 9 December 2020, uploaded 10 December 2020, [accessed 15 February 2024], at 
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/IMAGERY/igphoto/2002549630/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Dec/10/2002549630/-1/-1/0/201209-D-D0477-020B.JPG.   

https://www.minot.af.mil/Multi-Media/Photos/igphoto/2003084465/
https://www.minot.af.mil/Multi-Media/Photos/igphoto/2003084465/
https://media.defense.gov/2022/Sep/23/2003084465/-1/-1/0/220916-F-CD213-1054.JPG
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/IMAGERY/igphoto/2002549630/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Dec/10/2002549630/-1/-1/0/201209-D-D0477-020B.JPG


 

 млу 

слπллно 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллно 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лно 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллно 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоуу 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ όно .{ ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ 

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
!Ƴȅ tƛŎŀǊŘΣ Ψaǳƭǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ /ƻǇŜ bƻǊǘƘ нп ώLƳŀƎŜ о ƻŦ мтϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 8232804, VIRIN: 
240206-F-EY126-1017, photo date 6 February 2024, uploaded 8 February 2024, [accessed 17 February 2024], 
at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8232804/multinational-formation-cope-north-24.  
 
Secondary source: 
!ƴŘǊȊŜƧ wŜƧǘŜǊΣ Ψсл-ллноΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 3 September 2022, uploaded 26 September 2022, [accessed 
28 June 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10716492.  

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8232804/multinational-formation-cope-north-24
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10716492


 

 млф 

слπллнп 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллнп 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лнп 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллнп 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспоуф 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ нлǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 
Primary source:  
aƛŎƘƛŜƭ Ǿŀƴ IŜǊǘŜƴΣ Ψсл-ллнпΩΣ AirHistory.net, photo ID 292054, photo date 28 March 2019, uploaded 20 
October 2023, [accessed 23 April 2024], at https://www.airhistory.net/photo/292054/60-0024/AF60-024.  
 
Secondary source: 
/ƘǊƛǎ [ƻŦǘƛƴƎΣ Ψсл-ллнпΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 24 March 2019, uploaded 10 April 2021, [accessed 28 June 
2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10122006.  

https://www.airhistory.net/photo/292054/60-0024/AF60-024
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10122006


 

 ммл 

слπллнр 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллнр 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лнр 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллнр 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофл 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ нлǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 
 

 

   

 
Primary source:  
aƛŎƘƛŜƭ ±ŀƴ IŜǊǘŜƴΣ Ψсл-ллнрΩΣ Nuclear-capable B-52H Stratofortress bombers image gallery, image supplied, 
photo date 28 March 2019, uploaded 20 May 2024, at https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-
facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/.  
 
Secondary source: 
5ǳƴŎŀƴ .ŜǾŀƴΣ Ψ.-рнǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭǘƛŎ {Ŝŀ ώLƳŀƎŜ нн ƻŦ ноϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 5858261, VIRIN: 191023-F-HF102-
0654, photo date 23 October 2019, uploaded 24 October 2019, [accessed 6 March 2024], at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/5858261/b-52s-over-baltic-sea.  
  

https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/
https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/5858261/b-52s-over-baltic-sea


 

 ммм 

слπллнс 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллнс 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лнс 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллнс 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофм 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

Enhanced: 
 



 

 ммн 

 
 

   
 
Enhanced: 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
!Ƴȅ tƛŎŀǊŘΣ Ψ.ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ DǳŀƳ ώLƳŀƎŜ т ƻŦ млϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 8227024, VIRIN: 
240205-F-EY126-1005, photo date 5 February 2024, uploaded 6 February 2024, [accessed 17 February 2024], 
at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8227024/bomber-task-force-departs-guam.  
 
Secondary source: 
!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ bƻǘǘƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ Ψ/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛƴƻǘ aŀȅƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ aƛƴƻǘ !C. ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ώLƳŀƎŜ у ƻŦ ммϐΩΣ DVIDS, 
photo ID: 8009745, VIRIN: 230906-F-EQ797-2014, photo date 6 September 2023, uploaded 10 September 
2023, [accessed 17 February 2024], at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8009745/city-minot-mayor-visits-
minot-afb-orientation-flight.   

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8227024/bomber-task-force-departs-guam
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8009745/city-minot-mayor-visits-minot-afb-orientation-flight
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8009745/city-minot-mayor-visits-minot-afb-orientation-flight


 

 ммо 

слπллну 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллну 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лну 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллну 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофо 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фсǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   



 

 ммп 

 
Primary source:  
[ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ {ŜƴŀΣ ΨфсǘƘ 9.{ .ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ ώLƳŀƎŜ р ƻŦ рϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 7080650, VIRIN:220224-F-
WH061-1290, photo date 24 February 2022, uploaded 7 March 2022, [accessed 15 February 2024], at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7080650/96th-ebs-bomber-task-force.  
 
Secondary source: 
!ƭŜȄ LΣ Ψсл-ллнуΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 12 September 2020, uploaded 19 October 2020, [accessed 28 June 
2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/9897367.  

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7080650/96th-ebs-bomber-task-force
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/9897367


 

 ммр 

слπллнф 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллнф 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лнф 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллнф 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофп 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

Enhanced: 
 

 



 

 ммс 

 

   
 
Enhanced: 
 

   
 

Primary source:  
½ŀŘŜ ±ŀŘƴŀƛǎΣ ΨCƛǊǎǘ .-рнǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ DǳŀƳ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ .ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ώLƳŀƎŜ п ƻŦ рϐΩΣ 
DVIDS, photo ID: 7865037, VIRIN: 230615-F-WV456-0170, photo date 15 June 2023, uploaded 15 June 2023, 
[accessed 15 February 2024], at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7865037/first-b-52s-take-off-guam-
support-bomber-task-force-deployment.  
 
Secondary source: 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ /ǳƴƭƛŦŦŜΣ Ψсл-ллнфΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 8 September 2020, uploaded 12 October 2021, [accessed 28 
June 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10328476.   

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7865037/first-b-52s-take-off-guam-support-bomber-task-force-deployment
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7865037/first-b-52s-take-off-guam-support-bomber-task-force-deployment
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10328476


 

 ммт 

слπллол 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ π ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀōƭŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ! 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллол 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лол 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллол 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофр 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎπaƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C.Σ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

 
 
Primary source:  
Ψсл-ллолΩΣ AMARC Experience Database, [accessed 23 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php.  
 
Secondary source: 
bфпрлпΣ Ψсл-ллолΩΣ Nuclear-capable B-52H Stratofortress bombers image gallery, image supplied, photo date 
24 March 2016, uploaded 22 May 2024, at https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-
facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/.  
 

http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php
https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/
https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/


 

 мму 

 
 

   

 
Enhanced: 
 

   

 
Notes:  
AMARC records tail data as LA, 20th Bomb Squadron, 2nd Bomb Wing. 
 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, at  
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.  
 
aŀǘǘ 9ƭƭƛǎΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ōƻƴŜȅŀǊŘΩΣ Key-Aero, 24 December 2020, at 
https://www.key.aero/article/great-american-boneyard.  
 

  

https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html
https://www.key.aero/article/great-american-boneyard


 

 ммф 

слπллом 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллом 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лом 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллом 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофс 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ пфǘƘ ¢Ŝǎǘ ŀƴŘ 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ роǊŘ ²ƛƴƎ 

 

 
 

   

 

Primary source:  
Jack Cook - {ƻ/ŀƭΦ{ǇƻǘǘŜǊΣ Ψ¦Φ{Φ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .-52H Stratofortress 60-лломΩΣ Flickr, 24 April 2023, uploaded 16 May 
2023, [accessed 9 October 2023], at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/160753404@N05/52901771469/in/photostream/. 
 
Secondary source: 
¢ȅƭŜǊ WΣ Ψсл-лломΩΣ PlaneSpotters.net, photo date 21 November 2022, uploaded n.d., [accessed 8 September 
2023], at https://www.planespotters.net/photo/1353679/60-0031-united-states-air-force-boeing-b-52h-
stratofortress.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/160753404@N05/52901771469/in/photostream/
https://www.planespotters.net/photo/1353679/60-0031-united-states-air-force-boeing-b-52h-stratofortress
https://www.planespotters.net/photo/1353679/60-0031-united-states-air-force-boeing-b-52h-stratofortress


 

 мнл 

слπллон 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллон 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лон 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллон 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофт 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фсǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 

Primary source:  
bƛŎƻƭŜ [ŜŘōŜǘǘŜǊΣ Ψ.ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜΩǎ .-рнǎ .ǳŦŦ t!/!CΩǎ .ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ώLƳŀƎŜ о ƻŦ оϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 
8103449, VIRIN: 231101-F-KX495-1042, photo date 1 November 2023, uploaded 7 November 2023, [accessed 
17 February 2024], at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8103449/barksdales-b-52s-buff-pacafs-bomber-task-
force-mission.  
 
Secondary source: 
bƛŎƻƭŜ [ŜŘōŜǘǘŜǊΣ Ψ.-рн {ǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ t!/!C .ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ώLƳŀƎŜ с ƻŦ тϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID: 8093800, 
VIRIN: 231024-F-KX495-1057, photo date 24 October 2023, uploaded 30 October 2023, [ accessed 6 March 
2024], at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8093800/b-52-supports-pacaf-bomber-task-force-mission.   

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8103449/barksdales-b-52s-buff-pacafs-bomber-task-force-mission
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8103449/barksdales-b-52s-buff-pacafs-bomber-task-force-mission
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8093800/b-52-supports-pacaf-bomber-task-force-mission


 

 мнм 

слπллоо 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллоо 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лом 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллом 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофу 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ сфǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   



 

 мнн 

 
Primary source: 
wŜŘwƛǇǇŜǊнпΣ Ψсл-0033 1960 Boeing B-рнIΩΣ Flickr, photo date 15 September 2023, uploaded 17 September 
2023, [accessed 21 May 2024], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/redripper24/53194196427/.  
 
Secondary source:  
DŀōǊƛŜƭ {ǘǳŀǊǘΣ ΨDƭƻōŀƭ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ муΩΣ Barksdale Air Force Base, 9 November 2017, (image 2 of 14), VIRIN: 
171104-F-YF084-1003, photo date 4 November 2017, uploaded 9 November 2017, [accessed 29 February 
2024], at https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Article/1369397/global-thunder-18/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2017/Nov/09/2001841148/-1/-1/0/171104-F-YF084-1003.JPG.  
  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/redripper24/53194196427/
https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Article/1369397/global-thunder-18/
https://media.defense.gov/2017/Nov/09/2001841148/-1/-1/0/171104-F-YF084-1003.JPG


 

 мно 

слπллоп 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллоп 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лоп 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллоп 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспофф 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 
Primary source:  
½ŀŘŜ ±ŀŘƴŀƛǎΣ ΨCƛǊǎǘ-ever US Air Force B-рн ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻŦŦ ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩΣ Air Force Global Strike Command, 
[image 4 of 8], VIRIN: 230621-F-WV456-2370, photo date 21 June 2023, uploaded 5 July 2023, at 



 

 мнп 

https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3449571/first-ever-usaf-b-52-deployment-concludes-
in-indonesia/. High resolution at https://media.defense.gov/2023/Jun/30/2003254314/-1/-1/0/230621-F-
WV456-2370.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 
Ψά²ƛǎŜ Dǳȅέ .ƻŜƛƴƎ .-52h Stratofortress (serial: 464399) USAF (60-0034) / Base Aérea De Morón (Lemo) 
España-{ǇŀƛƴΩΣ Flickr, photo date 3 March 2023, uploaded 9 March 2023, [accessed 1 July 2023], at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dagm4/52736136844/.  
 
Notes: 
60-0034 was placed in storage at Davis-Monthan AFB in 2008. Returned to service from storage at Davis-
Monthan AFB, Tucson, Arizona, on 10 March 2021 as a conventional-only aircraft. Replaced 60-0047 which 
was destroyed in an aviation incident on 19 May 2016. 
 
Ψ¢ƛƴƪŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ .-рн ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ά²ƛǎŜ Dǳȅέ ǊŜ-ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀǊǎŜƴŀƭΩΣ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ-Patterson AFB, 25 March 2021, at 
https://www.wpafb.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2550248/tinker-completes-b-52-restoration-as-wise-
guy-re-enters-arsenal/. 
 
олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇΣ Ψсл-0034 - Boeing B-рнI {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎΩΣ AMARC 
Experience Database, [accessed 10 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=20045&Itemid=220 
 

 
 

  

https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3449571/first-ever-usaf-b-52-deployment-concludes-in-indonesia/
https://www.afgsc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/3449571/first-ever-usaf-b-52-deployment-concludes-in-indonesia/
https://media.defense.gov/2023/Jun/30/2003254314/-1/-1/0/230621-F-WV456-2370.JPG
https://media.defense.gov/2023/Jun/30/2003254314/-1/-1/0/230621-F-WV456-2370.JPG
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dagm4/52736136844/
https://www.wpafb.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2550248/tinker-completes-b-52-restoration-as-wise-guy-re-enters-arsenal/
https://www.wpafb.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2550248/tinker-completes-b-52-restoration-as-wise-guy-re-enters-arsenal/
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=20045&Itemid=220


 

 мнр 

слπллор 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллор 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лор 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллор 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспплм 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фоǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ олтǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 
Primary source:  
YŜǾƛƴ .ŜƭƭΣ Ψ.-52H 60-ллор /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴ !C. м ²aΩΣ Flickr, photo date 28 April 2018, uploaded, 27 May 2018, 
[accessed 28 June 2023], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/kevin_bell_photography/40573529170/.  
 
Secondary source: 
aw/ !ǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ΨLaDψтсмнΣ ¦{!C .-52H Stratofortress 60-ллорΣ b!{ CƻǊǘ ²ƻǊǘƘ YbC² ну!¦DнлΩΣ Flickr, photo 
date 28 August 2020, uploaded 29 August 2020, [accessed 22 August 2023], at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/189696948@N05/50282862042/.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kevin_bell_photography/40573529170/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/189696948@N05/50282862042/


 

 мнс 

слπллос 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллос 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лос 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллос 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспплм 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ !C.Σ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ пмфǘƘ CƭƛƎƘǘ ¢Ŝǎǘ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ пмнǘƘ ¢Ŝǎǘ ²ƛƴƎ 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 



 

 мнт 

Primary source:  
/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ hƪǳƭŀΣ Ψ.-рн ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ άƳƻǘƘŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ǊƻƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘȅǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŎ ǘŜǎǘΩΣ DVIDS, VIRIN: 190612-F-HP195-
2001, video date 12 June 2019, uploaded 12 June 2019, (video at 0:20 mins.), [accessed 15 February 2024, at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/699876/b-52-continues-mothership-role-during-hypersonic-test. 
 
Secondary source: 
¢C но !ǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ψ.-52H 60-ллос ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀȅDƭƻ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ŦŀƛǊƛƴƎǎΩΣ Flickr, photo date 17 March 2023, uploaded 26 
March 2023, at https://www.flickr.com/photos/193204189@N08/52772083707/in/album-
72177720306819707/.  

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/699876/b-52-continues-mothership-role-during-hypersonic-test
https://www.flickr.com/photos/193204189@N08/52772083707/in/album-72177720306819707/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/193204189@N08/52772083707/in/album-72177720306819707/


 

 мну 

слπллот 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллот 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лот 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллот 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспплн 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ сфǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   

 
Enhanced: 



 

 мнф 

   
 

Primary source:  
¦Φ{Φ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘϪ/9b¢/haΣ ΨtƻǎǘΣ у aŀǊŎƘ нлнмΩΣ X, 8 March 2021, [accessed 13 September 2023], at 
https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1368558389177974799/photo/2. High resolution at 
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/Ev4YZh7XMAMZblK?format=jpg&name=large.  
 
Secondary source: 
¦Φ{Φ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘϪ/9b¢/haΣ Ψtƻǎǘ у aŀǊŎƘ нлнмΩΣ X, 8 March 2021, [accessed 13 September 2023], at 
https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1368558389177974799/photo/3.  
 
Notes: 
Primary and secondary sources are two images from the same CENTCOM 2021 Twitter/X thread. See also Josh 
²Φ {ǘǊƛŎƪƭŀƴŘΣ Ψ.ƻƳōŜǊ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΩΣ U.S. Central Command, VIRIN: 210306-F-GB336-
227.JPG, photo date 6 March 2021, [accessed 25 August 2023], at 
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/IMAGERY/igphoto/2002594999/.  
  

https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1368558389177974799/photo/2
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/Ev4YZh7XMAMZblK?format=jpg&name=large
https://twitter.com/CENTCOM/status/1368558389177974799/photo/3
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/IMAGERY/igphoto/2002594999/


 

 мол 

слπллоу 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллоу 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лоу 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллоу 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппло 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фоǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ олтǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 

Enhanced: 
 

   



 

 мом 

Primary source:  
[ƛƭƭƛŀƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ Ψмулфмн-F-NP461-мофрΩΣ Barksdale Air Force Base, photo date 12 September 2018, uploaded n.d., 
[accessed 5 September 2023], at https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002042019/. High 
resolution at https://media.defense.gov/2018/Sep/18/2002042019/-1/-1/0/180912-F-NP461-1395.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 
_ǳƪŀǎȊ {ǘŀǿƛŀǊȊΣ Ψсл-ллоуΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 13 September 2016, uploaded 27 September 2016, 
[accessed 28 June 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/8382892.  

https://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002042019/
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Sep/18/2002042019/-1/-1/0/180912-F-NP461-1395.JPG
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/8382892


 

 мон 

слπллпм 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллпм 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лпм 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллпм 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспплс 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фоǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ олтǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   
 
Primary source:  
!ŘǊƛŀƴ {ǘǸǊƳŜǊΣ Ψсл-0041 B-рнI {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎ μ 9.[9 μ моΦлфΦнлмфΩΣ Flickr, photo date 13 September 2019, 
uploaded 30 August 2020, [accessed 29 September 2023], at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/adraf/50286261942/. 
 
Secondary source: 
wƻƳŀƴ {ȅƪƻǊŀΣ Ψсл-ллпмΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 17 September 2019, uploaded 22 April 2021, [accessed 28 
June 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10134895.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/adraf/50286261942/
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10134895


 

 моо 

слπллпн 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллпн 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лпн 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллпн 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспплт 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фоǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ олтǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   



 

 моп 

 
Primary source:  
.ǊǳŎŜ {ƳƛǘƘΣ Ψсл-0042 BD 2018-06-моΩΣ Flickr, photo date 13 June 2018, uploaded 14 June 2018, [accessed 28 
June 2023], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/eor1/42754657452/in/album-72157632221207310/. 
 
Secondary sources: 
DǊŜƎ [Φ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ Ψ!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ .-рнI {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎΩΣ Tinker Air Force Base, VIRIN: 171204-F-
VV898-1007, photo date 4 December 2017, [accessed 13 May 2024], at 
https://www.tinker.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002171422/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Aug/15/2002171422/-1/-1/0/171204-F-VV898-1007.JPG.  
 
AirailimagesΣ Ψ.-52H STRATOFORTRESSES - Barksdale AFB, April 2024 - 9ȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ .ŀȅƻǳ ±ƛƎƛƭŀƴŎŜΩΣ YouTube, 15 
April 2024, [at 0:24 mins.], at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4vhAWeCkhU.  

  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eor1/42754657452/in/album-72157632221207310/
https://www.tinker.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002171422/
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Aug/15/2002171422/-1/-1/0/171204-F-VV898-1007.JPG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4vhAWeCkhU


 

 мор 

слπллпо 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ π ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀōƭŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ! 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллпо 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лпо 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллпо 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспплу 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎπaƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C.Σ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

 
 
Primary source:  
Ψсл-ллпоΩΣ AMARC Experience Database, [accessed 23 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php. 

  

http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php


 

 мос 

Secondary source: 
5ŀǾƛŘ tƛǘǘΣ Ψсл-0043 - Boeing B-52H Stratofortress - ¦{ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ό!a!wDύΩΣ Flickr, photo date 1 March 2013, 
uploaded 15 November 2015, [accessed 23 August 2023], at  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/newsfromtheramp/22423392284/.  
 

   

 
Notes:  
AMARC records tail data as LA, 20th Bomb Squadron, 2nd Bomb Wing. 
 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, at  
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html. 

  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/newsfromtheramp/22423392284/
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html


 

 мот 

слπллпп 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллпп 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лпп 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллпп 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пспплф 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

  

 
 

   

 
 
 
  



 

 моу 

Enhanced: 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
½ŀŎƘŀǊȅ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ΨсфǘƘ 9.{Υ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ {Ŝŀ ώLƳŀƎŜ с ƻŦ моϐΩΣ DVIDS, photo ID 7133282, photo date 5 April 
2022, uploaded 8 April 2022, [accessed 11 May 2024, at https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7133282/69th-ebs-
mediterranean-sea. High resolution at 
https://d1ldvf68ux039x.cloudfront.net/thumbs/photos/2204/7133282/1000w_q95.jpg.  
 
Secondary source: 
YȅƭŜ /ƻǊǘƛǎΣ Ψсл-ллппΩΣ Nuclear-capable B-52H Stratofortress bombers image gallery, image supplied, photo 
date 9 March 2022, uploaded 20 May 2024, at https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-
facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/.   

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7133282/69th-ebs-mediterranean-sea
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7133282/69th-ebs-mediterranean-sea
https://d1ldvf68ux039x.cloudfront.net/thumbs/photos/2204/7133282/1000w_q95.jpg
https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/
https://nautilus.org/briefing-books/australian-defence-facilities/nuclear-capable-b-52h-stratofortress-bombers-image-gallery/


 

 моф 

 

слπллпр 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллпр 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лпр 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллпр 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппмл 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олтǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ όолт hD ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ 

 

 
 

   

 



 

 мпл 

Primary source:  
Ƙŀƻψ²ǳΣ Ψсл-ллпрΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 28 May 2022, uploaded 25 June 2022, [accessed 14 August 2023], at 
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10615998. 
 
Secondary source: 
aƛƪŜ .ŀƭǎŜǊŀƪΣ Ψсл-ллпрΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 28 May 2022, uploaded 10 July 2022, [accessed 22 August 
2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10629882.   

https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10615998
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10629882


 

 мпм 

слπллпс 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ π ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀōƭŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ! 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллпс 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лпс 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллпс 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппмм 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎπaƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C.Σ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

 
 
Primary source:  
Ψсл-ллпсΩΣ AMARC Experience Database, [accessed 24 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php.  

 
Secondary source: 
YŜǾƛƴ .ŜƭƭΣ Ψ.-52H 60-ллпс олфǘƘ !a!wD 5ŀǾƛǎ aƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C. ²aΩΣ Flickr, photo date 4 November 2017, 
uploaded 3 February 2020, [accessed 24 August 2023], at  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kevin_bell_photography/49478588846/in/album-72157664765679407/.  

http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php
https://www.flickr.com/photos/kevin_bell_photography/49478588846/in/album-72157664765679407/


 

 мпн 

 

 
 

   

 
Notes:  
AMARC records tail data as LA, 20th Bomb Squadron, 2nd Bomb Wing. 
 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, at  
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.  
 
aŀǘǘ 9ƭƭƛǎ όƛƳŀƎŜǎύΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ōƻƴŜȅŀǊŘΩΣ Key-Aero, 24 December 2020. photos n.d., at 
https://www.key.aero/article/great-american-boneyard.  
 

  

https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html
https://www.key.aero/article/great-american-boneyard


 

 мпо 

слπллпу 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллпу 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лпу 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллпу 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппмо 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ нлǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

   

 
Primary source:  
WŀŎƪǎƻƴǇƘǊŜŀƪΣ Ψсл-ллпуΩΣ Airport-Data.com, photo date 22 July 2019, uploaded 5 August 2021, [accessed 28 
June 2023], at https://www.airport-data.com/aircraft/photo/001650414.html.  
 
Secondary source: 
DŜƻǊƎŜ /ŀƴŎƛŀƴƛΣ Ψсл-ллпуΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 19 July 2019, uploaded 5 September 2021, [accessed 28 
June 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10282533.  

https://www.airport-data.com/aircraft/photo/001650414.html
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10282533


 

 мпп 

слπллпф 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ ς ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜŘ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bκ! 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ bκ!  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллпф 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лпф 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллпф 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппмп 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 5ŀǾƛǎπaƻƴǘƘŀƴ !C.Σ !ǊƛȊƻƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ олфǘƘ !ŜǊƻǎǇŀŎŜ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

 
 
Primary source: 
Ψсл-ллпсΩΣ AMARC Experience Database, [accessed 24 August 2023], at 
http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php. 

http://www.amarcexperience.com/ui/index.php


 

 мпр 

Secondary source: 
{ǘŀŎŜȅ ²ŀǊŘΣ Ψ.ŀƭƭǎ пф ŘŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΩΣ YouTube, uploaded 23 January 2023,( mins at 4:03 and 3:56), at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwlNG-y2N_U.  

 

 
 

 
 
Notes:  
Grounded beyond repair at Barksdale AFB after a fire in the crew compartment on 28 January 2014. 
Subsequently sent to storage at Davis-Monthan AFB on 28 July 2017 and completely dismantled in 2018.  
 
Ψ.-рнI wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘ ²ƛǘƘ bŜǿ ¢ŀƛƭ !ŦǘŜǊ [ƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎ {ǘǊƛƪŜΩΣ Key.Aero, 15 March 2018, at 
https://www.key.aero/article/b-52h-repaired-new-tail-after-lightning-strike.  
 
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 11 June 2023, at  
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.  
 
Ψ!{b ²ƛƪƛōŀǎŜ hŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ І мтпппуΩΣ Aviation Safety Network, [accessed 24 August 2023], at https://aviation-
safety.net/wikibase/174448.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwlNG-y2N_U
https://www.key.aero/article/b-52h-repaired-new-tail-after-lightning-strike
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html
https://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/174448
https://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/174448


 

 мпс 

слπллрл 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллрл 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лрл 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллрл 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппмф 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎ !C.Σ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ пмфǘƘ CƭƛƎƘǘ ¢Ŝǎǘ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ пмнǘƘ ¢Ŝǎǘ ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
aŀǘǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ Ψ!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƘȅǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŎ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ǘŜǎǘΩΣ Edwards Air Force Base, VIRIN: 200808-
F-GX031-1061.JPG, photo date 8 August 2020, uploaded n.d., [accessed 15 February 2024], at 
https://www.edwards.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002473481/. High resolution at 
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Aug/08/2003003814/-1/-1/0/200808-F-GX031-1061.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 
5ŀȅƻƴ ²Σ Ψсл-ллрлΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 22 February 2021, uploaded 3 March 2021, [accessed 3 July 2023], 
at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10079551.  

https://www.edwards.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2002473481/
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Aug/08/2003003814/-1/-1/0/200808-F-GX031-1061.JPG
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10079551


 

 мпт 

слπллрм 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллрм 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лрм 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллрм 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппмс 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фоǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ олтǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

   

 



 

 мпу 

Primary source:  
¢ŜŘ 5ŀƛƎƭŜΣ ΨtƘƻǘƻǎΥ мулоло-F-YH293-мллнΩΣ 307th Bomb Wing, VIRIN: 180303-F-YH293-1002, photo date 3 
March 2018, uploaded n.d., at https://www.307bw.afrc.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2001892803/. High 
resolution at https://media.defense.gov/2018/Mar/21/2001892803/-1/-1/0/180303-F-YH293-1002.JPG.  
 
Secondary source: 
9ǊƛŎ tŀƎŜ [ǳΣ Ψсл-ллрмΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 23 August 2021, uploaded 1 September 2021, [accessed 2 
December 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10278266.  
 
Note:  
WƻŜ .ŀǳƎƘŜǊΣ Ψмфсл ¦{!C {ŜǊƛŀƭ bǳƳōŜǊǎΩΣ Joe Baugher.com, revised 3 October 2023, at 
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html.   

https://www.307bw.afrc.af.mil/News/Photos/igphoto/2001892803/
https://media.defense.gov/2018/Mar/21/2001892803/-1/-1/0/180303-F-YH293-1002.JPG
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10278266
https://www.joebaugher.com/usaf_serials/1960.html


 

 мпф 

слπллрн 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллрн 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лрн 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллрн 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппмт 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ фсǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

  

 
 

   
 
Primary source:  
tŀŎƛŦƛŎ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜǎΣ Ψ¦{!C .-52H and RAAF F/A-муC ŀǘ ¢ŀƭƛǎƳŀƴ {ŀōǊŜ но ώLƳŀƎŜ н ƻŦ рϐΩΣ DVIDS , photo ID: 
7947571, VIRIN: 230724-F-F3700-1002, photo date 23 July 2023, uploaded n.d., [accessed 28 February 2024], 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7947571/usaf-b-52h-and-raaf-f-18f-talisman-sabre-23.  
 
Secondary source: 
tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ wŀǘŜ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ Ψсл-ллрнΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 5 October 2020, uploaded 14 January 2021, 
[accessed 23 July 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10016224. 

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/7947571/usaf-b-52h-and-raaf-f-18f-talisman-sabre-23
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10016224


 

 мрл 

60-0054 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллрп 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лрп 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллрп 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппмф 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ нлǘƘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

 
 

  



 

 мрм 

Enhanced: 
 

 
 

   

Enhanced: 

   

 
Primary source:  
Wŀƴ YΦ ±ŀƭƭŜΣ Ψ.ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜϥǎ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ нƴŘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ ōƻƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ aƛƴƻǘ !ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ ώLƳŀƎŜ п ƻŦ 
уϐΩΣ Barksdale Air Force Base, photo ID: 6329532, VIRIN: 200826-F-AV821-1781, photo date 26 August 2020, 



 

 мрн 

uploaded 26 August 2020, [accessed 6 March 2024], at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/6329532/barksdales-air-force-base-2nd-bomb-wing-bombers-arrive-minot-
air-force-base. 
 
Secondary source:  
ǘƘŜǘŦƻǊŘ рсфΣ Ψсл-ллрпΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 17 January 2023, uploaded 5 September 2023, [accessed 6 May 
2024], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/11063226.  

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/6329532/barksdales-air-force-base-2nd-bomb-wing-bombers-arrive-minot-air-force-base
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/6329532/barksdales-air-force-base-2nd-bomb-wing-bombers-arrive-minot-air-force-base
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/11063226


 

 мро 

слπллрр 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллрр 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лрм 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллрм 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппнл 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ όр hD ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ 

 

 
 
Enhanced: 
 

 
 
 



 

 мрп 

   

 
Enhanced: 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
/ƘǊƛǎ ²ƻƻŘΣ Ψсл-ллррκa¢κрhDκ ά²ŀǊ 9ŀƎƭŜέ .-рнI ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ bŜƭƭƛǎ !C. нƴŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлннΩΣ 
Flickr, (image supplied; EXIF verified), photo date 3 February 2022, uploaded 8 February 2022, [accessed 28 
May 2024], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/68498610@N03/51870086321/.  
 
Secondary source: 
JC-!aΣ Ψсл-ллррΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 15 February 2020, uploaded 25 February 2020, [accessed 1 July 2023], 
at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/9622129.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/68498610@N03/51870086321/
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/9622129


 

 мрр 

слπллрс 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллрс 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лрс 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллрс 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппнм 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ aƛƴƻǘ !C.Σ bƻǊǘƘ 5ŀƪƻǘŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ ноǊŘ .ƻƳō {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ рǘƘ .ƻƳō ²ƛƴƎ  

 

   

 
Primary source:  
bƛŎƪ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ Ψ.ƻŜƛƴƎ .-52H 60-ллрсΩΣ Flickr, photo date 26 September 2020, uploaded 28 September 2020, 
[accessed 12 August 2023], at https://www.flickr.com/photos/75729258@N07/50394886877/.  
 
Secondary source: 
{ŀƴǘƛŀƎƻ .ƭłƴǉǳŜȊΣ Ψ60-0056ΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 14 March 2023, uploaded 1 April 2023, [accessed 23 July 
2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10910175. 
  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/75729258@N07/50394886877/
file://///users/richardtanter_1/Library/Mobile%20Documents/com~apple~CloudDocs/B-52%20database%20by%20UID%20number/Templated%20files%20-%2022%20August/Santiago%20Blánquez,%20’60-0056’,%20Jetphotos,%20photo%20date%2014%20March%202023,%20uploaded%20XXX1%20April%202023,%20%5baccessed%2023.07.2023%5d,%20at%20https:/www.jetphotos.com/photo/10910175
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/10910175


 

 мрс 

слπллрт 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴŀƭπƻƴƭȅ 

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ 

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллрт 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лрт 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллрт 

/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ псппнн 

 

aŀƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ōŀǎŜ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ !C.Σ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ 

¦ƴƛǘ 
оплǘƘ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΣ ¦{!C ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ртǘƘ 

²ƛƴƎ όопл ²{ ƅŀƎǎƘƛǇύ 

 

 
 

Enhanced: 
 

 
 



 

 мрт 

   

 
Enhanced: 
 

   

 
Primary source:  
aŀȄ 5ŀƛƎƭŜΣ Ψ.-рн {ǘǊŀǘƻŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ ǎǳƴǊƛǎŜΩΣ DVIDS, video ID: 691406, VIRIN: 190620-F-AC305-1001, video 
date 20 June 2019, uploaded 20 June 2019, (at 1:13 mins.), [accessed 22 February 2024], at 
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/691406/b-52-stratofortresses-sunrise.  
 
Secondary source: 
[ǳƪŀǎȊ {ǘŀǿƛŀǊȊΣ Ψсл-ллртΩΣ Jetphotos, photo date 13 September 2018, uploaded 27 September 2018, 
[accessed 23 July 2023], at https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/9077537. 
  

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/691406/b-52-stratofortresses-sunrise
https://www.jetphotos.com/photo/9077537


 

 мру 

слπллру 

{ǘŀǘǳǎ !ŎǝǾŜ 

!ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŬŎŀǝƻƴ  bǳŎƭŜŀǊπŎŀǇŀōƭŜ  

/ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ IƛƎƘ  

 

!ƛǊ CƻǊŎŜ ǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ слπллру 

¢ŀƛƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ !C сл лру 

CǳǎŜƭŀƎŜ ƴƻǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ллру 
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