


BITS & PIECES DEPT. 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING 

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

POISON IVOR 
The latest in what is now a relatively long list of Ministers in 
charge of environment is Senator Greenwood. Greenwood's "port
folio of bits arid pieces" includes Environment, Housing and 
Community Development. It is a combination of three former 
Departments, Environment, Urban and Regional Development, 
and Housing and Construction. 

Greenwood's background is far from encouraging: support for 
the aggressive police forays into Melbourne University on a hunt 
for draft dodgers, efforts to retain the death penalty in the ACT, 
attacks on the Vietnam moratoriums, support for Springbok tours 
and alleged softness on Croatian terrorists. According to a 
Country Party colleague quoted in the 'Age' 1 /1 /76, Greenwood -
"would have been right at home in the Bruce Page Government!" 

Some observers have seen Greenwood's role as one of presiding 
over the emasculation of "quality of life" initiatives of the former 
government. Greenwood of course doesn't agree with this view. 
But al ready there are strong moves to cut off technical assistance 
grants to voluntary environment groups ... 

OUR VERY OWN FBI REVELATION 
The Editor of Not Man Apart, FOE's International newspaper, 
Tom Turner, recently wrote the FBI, asking for "information 
regarding Friends of the Earth" that the FBI had collected. What 
they sent back is edifying, if not particularly illuminating. 

The FBI admitted to possessing four references to FOE. The first 
three were mere mentions of our name and address (wrong in two 
cases). The final mention is worth quoting for the light it 
inadvertently sheds on the FBI, President Nixon, and the quality 
of federal government in general. The FBI said: 

"( Reference Deleted) indicated that (reference deleted) is 
convinced that the SST was defeated by those individuals and 
groups who are hostile toward President Nixon and will do 
anything to thwart the Administration no matter how worthy the 
project. ( Reference deleted) indicated that (reference deleted) 
had recently met one (reference deleted) who heads up an organ
ization known as 'Friends of the Earth', as well as (reference 
deleted) of the Sierra Club, who told (reference deleted) they had 
100,000 people in their organizations, were recruiting more all 
the time, that they had defeated the SST, and that they were 
going to defeat President Nixon in the next election." 
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Given the way things are in government and industry, a great deal of information vital to the interests of the community 

never gets out. Some of it is simply not noticed by interested people because of limited circulation and some of it is, of 

course, purposely withheld. 

FOE believes that those who anonymously leak relevant information perform a public service of the first rank. In their 

absence, bureaucratic secretivness and corporate self-interest too often succeeds in suppressing essential information, 

frustrating the process of informed and democratic decision-making. 

We believe that many employees of the AAEC, of "independent" national laboratories, of private companies, of govern
ment departments, of equipment manufacturers, of utility companies, have more than once thought "the public really 

ought to know about this". But it is sometimes pretty hard to know how to reach the public. A major obstacle is the 

difficulty of identifying individuals and groups who will be interested, responsible and effective in using the information. 

Friends of the Earth hereby volunteers to serve as a conduit for information - a Leak Bureau. 

Informants will be guaranteed anonymity and the utmost in discretion. Any information received will be responsibly 
used and sharei;:1 with other groups (preserving the anonymity of the informant) which might make good use of it. 

Our address is: Friends of the Earth 
51 Nicholson Street 

Carlton, Victoria 3053 

In case of an emergency or information that 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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will mark a turning point in history. The press have called '76 'The year of the 

nuclear showdown', with an 'agenda of profound significance to the Western World, 
(:I) and of crucial importance to Australia as a uranium supplier ... ' A referendum in the 
� American state of California, in June, on a nuclear moratorium for the State, followed 

by the report of the Ranger Urnaium Environmental Inquiry, in Australia, will set the pace of the '76 show
down. 

Around the world there is growing concern about the environmental and social costs of Nuclear Power. 
People are realising that decisions being made now will seriously affect the lives of future generations. We either 
face a move to a more equitable society based on real human needs or the hardship of global pollution caused by 
a·high energy lifestyle. 

The events of the next few months are crucial to the decisions being made in Australia and overstas. We 
urge your support in any way that is possible, for every individual has the basic right to participate in these 
decisions. 

AUTUMNS GOLDEN EQUINOX 

"The dimming of the sunlight after the brave 

shining summer; the coming of the quiet days 

when the leaves become coloured; the joys of the 

fall: these things are always a little sad. We are 

aware that we are not part of the eternal rQund of 

the material world. Change is the key to it all, the 

orderly sequence of events, the reaping and the 

sowing, the growing and flhe declining. There has 

always been a hope of renewal and an understand

ing that the rhythm of the earthly life is but one 

aspect of all manner of rhythms in nature. The old 

astrologi.cal identification with the sun has always 

been mingled with the pictures of the inner mind. 

The sun of autumn is always glorious and always 

sad." 

-C.A. Burland ... Myths of Life and Death
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