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Kyoto Protocol Expected To Pressure's Korea To Cut Gas Emissions

SEOUL, Nov 22 Asia Pulse - The start of the Kyoto Protocol regime is expected to exert pressure on South Korea to cut down on greenhouse gas emissions in the long run, a Foreign Ministry official said Monday. 

Cho Hyun, chief of the ministry's International Economic Affairs Bureau, told reporters that because South Korea has developing nation status, it is exempt from any immediate fallout that would affect advanced countries.

"Even if the Kyoto Protocol goes into effect in February, South Korea need not make any changes to its present laws or regulations," the policymaker said. 

Seoul ratified the pact in December 2002. 

However, he said the country should make a "voluntary effort" to cut back, regardless of whether it is obliged to do so until 2012. Cho said such a move would make it easier to reduce emissions in the future. 

The official said there was a possibility that the country may have to take part in the global reduction effort after the start of the second round of three-year talks on cutting gas emissions in 2013. 

South Korea is a member of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, a group of counties widely regarded as advanced in industry, and is the ninth largest greenhouse gas producer. Under such circumstances, the ministry and experts said once the second phase of reductions begin after 2017, South Korea will probably be obliged to reduce its emissions of greenhouse gases. 

The Kyoto Protocol is an agreement by the world's industrialized countries to make a concerted effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, which are suspected of being the key culprit in global warming, by an average of 5.2 per cent from their 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012. (Yonhap)

