
Copyright 2005 Europe Information Service  
Europe Environment

April 1, 2005

SECTION: No. 0676

LENGTH: 595 words

HEADLINE: NUCLEAR POWER: WIDE SUPPORT FOR ATOMIC ENERGY AT
IAEA CONFERENCE IN PARIS

HIGHLIGHT:
The international ministerial conference on "Nuclear Power for the 21st Century", held in
Paris on March 21 and 22, provided an opportunity for the nuclear industry and pro-
nuclear governments to reaffirm their support for this carbon-free energy source.
According to the conference organisers, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
an overwhelming majority of participants affirmed that nuclear power can make a major
contribution to meeting energy needs and sustaining the world's development in the 21st
century, for a large number of both developed and developing countries. Greenpeace
International has meanwhile insisted that nuclear power will never be the miracle solution
to the greenhouse effect", not least as it only generates electricity and therefore only
covers certain energy needs.

BODY:
There was a broad convergence of views among participants attending the nuclear
conference. Nuclear power does not generate air pollution or greenhouse gas emissions
and, according to the IAEA, is a proven technology, which under many circumstances
provides competitively priced electricity to individuals, companies and society in general,
in comparison with average energy prices from other sources, thus contributing to the
competitiveness of the economy. According to the final declaration, nuclear power
contributes to security of supply and to the stability of energy prices by reducing exposure
to fluctuations in the price of fossil fuels. Moreover, "nuclear power can also make a
valuable contribution through the production of potable water and hydrogen". 

The final declaration does, however, acknowledge that certain conditions are required for
nuclear power to thrive, not least an undertaking from states "to prevent the proliferation
of nuclear weapons, which constitute a threat to international peace and security". The
IAEA takes the opportunity to send a thinly veiled warning to Iran, Pakistan and North
Korea: "In order to benefit from cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and
related technologies (...) states should comply strictly with their commitments and
international obligations, including IAEA safeguards, and non-proliferation objectives...
Particular vigilance should be exerted with regard to sensitive nuclear material,
equipment and technology with proliferation potential (e.g. enrichment, reprocessing),
which should not be exported to states that may seek to use them for weapons purposes".



The final declaration also urges all states having or developing a nuclear power
programme to give due priority to safety and to make the necessary arrangements to
ensure the highest level of security of nuclear material and facilities. Regarding waste, the
declaration adds that "solutions exist for the safe management of spent fuel and
radioactive waste" which should be implemented "within the framework of progressive
national processes that address the expectations and concerns of citizens".

--

The Conference was organised by the IAEA in cooperation with the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the Nuclear Energy Agency
(NEA) of the OECD. Its aim was to discuss future policies with respect to nuclear power
and, in particular, to examine and analyse the potential contribution of this energy source
to meeting energy needs of the century while respecting social concerns and expectations.

--

Greenpeace response.

At a press conference on the fringes of the Paris ministerial conference on nuclear energy,
the environmental organisation Greenpeace indicated that the 440 reactors currently in
service worldwide account for 17% of electricity production but just 2% of final energy
consumption. Greenpeace argues that atomic energy is far from playing a major role in
the global energy balance and therefore the fight against climate change. Given increasing
energy demand and the impending decommissioning of many existing reactors as they
reach the end of their service life, maintaining the current role of nuclear power
worldwide would require the construction of forty-eight 1,000 MW reactors by 2015 and
a further 172 reactors by 2025, according to the environmental organisation's own
calculations. "Current and anticipated orders fall some way short of these figures", said
Helene Gassin of Greenpeace-France in reference to France, Finland and China.
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