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SICRET
Abstrast

Contrary to the immeession corveyed by the overwhalmirg pepular
sentiment in Japan against sny assaclation with muclsay WeADCDRS, Lhere
is mounting evidence that the conservative govermant in Tokyo sscratly

h sontooplates whe eventual mamufacture of sush weapons, uilesstinters

naticnal agreenents intervens, The Defense Agsncy evidently views .
miclear weapans as Lyliepenssbla in mecern war, G sam coanservative

leaders valus ther &3 an effective countarpoise to ths "human mea" tactics -
of tle three Comvnumist military poviers adiascent to Japan. , Prime Mintster
“ieni seams to share twese views, though bis pablic stataments for polia
tical reascrs have flustuatod batuween affirming the defensive valus of
mclear weapons and reasguring mublic opinion opposed t¢ their use in_

ay form.

The goversment evidently feuls that littla is to be gained by
cpenly conteSting this explosive poliiical issue at the Present tiza,
ingsruich as tha amphasis which Jepenh is now ziving to the training of
miclear sclentists and techrdeians, exploration for wranium ore, re-
zearch, and developmant of industrisl cafdeity for producing muslear ’
reactor squifrent constitute usefu) mreliminaries for miclear weapons .
Froduction, These proparaticns have both public approval and econcmis
Justification uncer the bannar of peaceful uses for molser BDATEY »

The high sost of fusl and the shortage of slsctric powar provida
pewerfil incerntives for ariginaiing a nuclear pewer progranm in Japan,
which also pusserses the requisits sciantific nampower and capitals
The current budgat contains a threeefold increasa- in subsidies for such.
a progras, amd te newly apbointed Chairman-of the Atomie Energy Coarmission
ic one of Ats most enargetic champioms. Although Japen!s first reactors
&t nuclesr fuels have bsen imported, and tharefare subject to the re=
striction againat military uses imposed on such axports by the US ard the
UK, Toikyo has #ace nc secret of its active progran to bbcoma self-
suificient in this field, If succeseful in developing ite own fuel
sources and reactors, as ssas probeble, Japan could soon aceurulate Lits
first uncontrolled supplies of plutordum or otber fissionable materials
AL wgapons grade, as & ty-product of muclear power gemaration. From this
L] which'may De reached 1n as littls as five rears, to the production
ora.fewnminalveaponsorwﬁimshimt;fpewuldbaqmuvely
brief atep. '

Public_dabgte over the advisability of muclear wespors pmroductien
may therefcrd be poestponad to gbout ;&&;2 without s&ricusly delaying the
nuclear arzamant y aven if & ense secrets law is not enactad
by that time, Heamdhils the govermment is endeavering with some succass
%o accustom *he publis to the notlon that Japan should have the moet

n weapens, [here hae been no discermible objectisn, for amample, to
the recent atncuncement of a contract let Uy the Defense Agency for the
eenstrietian of & muelear subsarine, or t0 tasts. of guided misgilas by the
armed forcas, “
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" rhedial that noneinvolvekert in mclasr™ whd = ab gbjeotive sought by . e

.. WL Jepanese « can-best be ackileved in this Ranneve. Japansss intallsos’. - .

| tuals e & group have led this trend of ¢ y and on Mey 15 mhny oy P
the haticn's lemding phydtoists (Incduding Nobel Fidse winter Tocaw . . e
< Hdal) - dnncunged hat they would st take pexrt in the mamtecturing of,

’@ﬂmutyqpm.mAMWMbﬂu G T,

©oro " Thie mandfeatq vas iamsd shortly sfier a. statament by Prime
. 5 Mindeber' Kishi mamerting that the Fuequigltion® of tactical muslear
"; 'Weapons by Japan'y defepse forces ‘mt'bcuhommﬁmbm ]
" that he eonld envisige a future situstion o'which such wiapons wold
| . be moessary for effective defonse af the naticn, it T
. wms discomsarted by.the- joint-atetimgnt of ' the-sciantiste,
. Pay 18 obatured his eariisr stant { il
- eonsiderations) by :
. vere basmmed by Lonai
kiop up'with sclentifio and )
to selfedefense, and mg that
soquire migl weapons for
, had been

: ) - Nowvertheless, the goverment, frivate indistry, and reny
-0 endey public Support. in pressing ahead vigurously in and*
». . developmant of mucléar eneryy for _
_— alectric povey shortegs in the ey
v in certain localitdes, the government
‘ pext decade. from-five to ten power
4 ganeratiom, However,
* gelfwsuffioiency in

Prevwnted th.umimof-ﬁpqlm:m with almoet - -
(OVery mcdern weapch, extiept mwclear wplogivem. ;-
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Tho defense establtEment iteelf, 4nd its

equipping Japanis foress :

Ressarch Inatitute of the tary eat b

qualifisd.nuclear soientists, N:h:hnlfm Agenay -

-Froceeding under the assumption ' 't muclear wespohs

condition of. future wavfers, The chilrman of the Iiberal D

Party's subecomnittes on defanse proplens, formar -
0y. haa cim:atodqgngmww.lu

wWch asaarte that the sffeciive defense-of Japan:

utilisation of tactical mucisar weapans by ferces

amd indivectly upon tle possession by the US of. &

) the Soviet Union.of sixatoglo muolear weapong,

" Hoahina's yiews aps. similar %0 those of Uouncilor Howrw. @ -

uro end forvar mrive minister Amidda Hitosnl, who appesr to heve | -
' influericad Kishi's, recent prénouncemsnt, iaplying sventual by . L
Japan of -defanaive miclsar weapons, - This soplriaticated group, whick oo

to think in terme of .aveniually regaining for'Japan seme of its prevar. -
an tant Y'Y pover, w‘sao.m ths development of -
) sdvanoed

be & partioulerly

'veagona by efficisnt’
Tokyo & new.and nare. powerfil voioe in Far Eastern affairs

By Public Opinion and Political Festere .
r GE

" Amng tha asveral m.of public opinion sitch have apposed

’ tlﬁmmnt.nfhpm; a key conaideration smong many non-Merxists has.

been the beliaf that Japen could not becans a firgteclass
being hepelasaly cutmanned by its prospective
rearmgment would - terd: td perpetuate and
the UE. - However, ummhdﬁththmtetdwmmhmm
industrial leadership in Astia, throogh the mecdihvm of muclsar
and -
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| If general intermational sgremnt, Promumebly under 0¥ asgis i
to stop the produstion of fissiousble meterdal for weagons purposss e <
yeached soony Japsn probebly would: confonm,. - 18 resched- Lt
W@Mﬁ&@%dw‘%‘m :
parposes, bowever, Japan would probably ‘from developing:
A t‘n‘l' i neccioom lswl, - T

i’ cuarticn of wblthes o . i, wi2) sbiesgt wertonly b
Froduce its oun ruclead X ﬁnlnp_mm_&-nm‘i

. political and ecomurio future, A positive angwer would be mere Likely
Iran & dtable cormervative regine Miich ponsessed .the necessary . .
disposshle capital, 3 comlitdon which- for Japen would be largely. . . - _
3 ‘ “interrational econcmy. In the svent . K
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© ‘Weapins for it amed orsas, 16 vould doubiless mve Lo b e pe
~ Isce of eeripus and P olant. ob h :

st chisations frem the politic

[cular issus probsbly would have broed encugh
Y a gignificant degres of political tension, *

The labor and speislis and

i
- assistance from Peiping ol Hozoow trough Aplomatie, pre and .
subvoraive manscvars, oan be wxrecied to nake & doterminad stond against

mm' o tocru

'l‘_meJmmumwlrum- dwindles,

oarriad out only by a fairly strong and stable consarvative govermment,
S sppeal. effentivelr to nitdonelistic sentineite In this climate
m-pmmmmmmm.mtnuh called into ..

N qoestion, whd attenpte mds-to Teatriot it by hd-lhtiw o pol ;.. E

© In ite present state,” Japanase pubdic‘opinion would not courbenasve.
mmutfnd?ﬁﬂlponqa:mmtatmlcngnu, R
devalogment &y Japans ‘It is tyoe that apanese public opirdon in the | .
mmmmmﬁnummmmmm@m,mf 5
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stoclq:il&nr m.tclearweapm. Most mlud.vo otﬂ.l, the intensity
ceiwcern by the great
A5is makes it prcbable thn ay d:l.apu
vould face great power intervention ou,
& decisive outcoms, Therefors, -lapan 15
instigator of mclear warfare dm'm
hand, if Japan ‘should become one of the
Japznese diplomacy could scarcely fail- to reflest
military powar, axhibiting, for example,. a notably
assurance and deten}nl.tim in prening .tw.- Wﬁam ut
national intereats,
As long u’gamzmim at mort .mmm, ite
reletive status might be improved by certain disarwement. schemes; for
exg.ple, & prohibition of further wes) 4
Ja"lan with & limited mmber of other '
Cn the obher hand, Japaness o
discrmament propossl LM.‘Lng to exclude J
muclear weapons Just befors this were
prospect, unlsss compenaations, mch as dreastic reductions in the wespovs
cgpabilities of the major povera, #ure w A
prohiaition on further mroduction put f now by the thres principal

povers, however, probsbly would have an sgpeal to. the Japansse public )
which the govermment would find.it her8l to igncre, as the publis
has not ;nt come o ncaept the dniruhﬂm ol' Japm's possessing such

If saother Acian stabe were o acquiye miclear weapons, howewer,
‘apanwwldhwagrelwmanu tndntbam- ‘This would be -
particularly true of Commnist would not nsoolnrﬂ;
rr_-cazﬂ this developmant as an itp security, and
Si.r.o-Japannc relaticns probably would mh as 'bdm-

oot o .
Japan 1s rich in sclentifio talent ‘and Wﬂmm

ress, and is capabla of dsveloping novel weapons which could have an
unanticipated military effectiveraes. 4lfhin the next decade, however,’
it is unlikely that Japun, oven wulth the axercise of greatar decisiveness .
and aconomic effort than seems reasonable: to expect, would be abla to ..
rroduce mera than a limited number and: range of mclear \-upona.
ratier primitive in demign. Japants pogdansion of such
mj;beermghtullmthobuhnuutpﬁrmthphrwh
t&mdmlopantwmldhmidu‘edhy -tuinpnlﬂl
e Japm theunelves as henlding







