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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

»

The . . . Chinese attacks . . . showed the ruthless
character of their leaders, and the total discipiine which
they were able to imnose . , , It emphasized the great im-
portance of our learning to train and utilize friendly °
Asfan mancower for Asian battlefields instead of sending
our own troops into such an environment. In the end we
had done quite well in developing the ROX Army, I thounht,

but we still had much to learn about the Qriental soldier...
we must know him well if we are to continue TO pPTay an im-
portant political and military role in that part of the
world.

General Maxwell D. Taylorl

- Séveral.points can be singled out from the above remarks by General
Taylor, but one pdint is paramouné--we still have much to learn about the ‘
Oriental soldier. |

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

With the establishment of Headquarters, Combined Forces Command,
Korea, the defense of the Republic of Korea is envisioned to be a com-
bined effort in which American and Korean troops would fight side by side
under a unified commander. American forces, however, all too often assume
that Korean tactics and doctrine are the same as current American tactics
and that operations orders will be executed exactly as intended by the
American forces commander. |

This thesis will demonstrate that differences in doctrinal thought,

in the nature of the perceived threat to the Republic of Korea, in the

=)



training and philosophical outlook of the Korean and American soldier,
and differences in the tactics themselves can cause major tactical
problems that could lead to unnecessary loss of 1ives in any future con-
flict. The purpose of this thesis is not only to_point out the problems,
but “o develop viable soluticns that may be applied prior to the cutbreak
of nostilities.
NEED FOR RESEARCH ON THE TOPIC

Déspite Korea having been an axtremely close partner of the United
States for thirty-five years, there are a multitude of miIitajy coordina-
ticn'problems which have not bean affectively resclved to this day. A
large ﬁumber of them result from the American short-tour policy, which
results in the American soldier not being as familiar with Korea as he
might be. Partictlar problems may be simi{lar to those pondered by an Amer-
ican brigade commander after receiving an orcder from a Korean corps com-

mander, which Ted him to

...an awareness of issues that demanded {nmediate rasolution.
Will our communications instructions. work with those of the
Koraans? How does an American field artiliery unit provide fire
for a Korean infantry battalion? How will my 54 supply the
Korean units? Will orders in Engliish be understood clearly by
the Korean officers? And what problems lie ahead, as yet un-
known but requiring immediate attention when they appear?

Certainly. such prcblems are not unique to Korean-American cper-

ations, but they are problems which have not been resolved for the average

soldier, incfuding officers. T fshment of the
Combined Forces Commdnd was to enﬁanée intercperability between American

and Korean forces. As one commander of I Corps (ROK/US) Group, (renamod

Combinéd Field Army on 14 March }980).'phrased it: -




Here we are working with two diverse cuitures. A
Korean staff briefing and an American staff briefing on
the same subject may reflect the same format, and, on
the surface, they may appcar to reveal the same infor-
mation. : :

But we know that cultural differences--the way of
indicating objections, the time and the method of asking
questions, -and the manner of visualizing and expressing
abstract concepts, for example--may lead to great dif-
ferences in the conclusions and understandings that a
Korean officer will form at an American staff.ariefing .
or an American will form at a Korean briefing.

This thesis will demonstrate that many such misunderstandings are

ot so mych the result of cultwral differences as they are the‘:EEElE_Qf

physical differences between Xorean and American tactical doctrine re-

tating to specific operations.
__.—-——-——"-"—-__

« The need for research concerning the differances in the two _
nations' tactics is avident from the preceding two quqtatians. One weak-
ness in the American forces' relations with the Republic of Korea (R.0.K)
Army over the past several decades has been an assumptibn that the Koreans
-have patterned themﬁeives after the Americans. Although the Korean Army

- has patterned many of its tactical concepts after the American tactics,
in an attempt to achieve a degree of interoperabiiity*, they are indepen-
dent thinkers and have developed a form of fighting which is consistent
with the Korean personality, terrain and perceived threat. To achieve
the tactical interoperability which is now envisioned to be the corner-

stone of allied operations in Korea, it is escential that these differences

*Interoperability is defined here as the ability of the Armed
Forces of two nations to participate in combined combat operations \ith
minim:l differences in logistical needs, weapons, equipment, and tactical
doctrine.




be recognized and that a concerned attempt be made to reconcile differences

which could endanger combined operatiors.

ﬂ_; - - Although military bibliographies concerning Korea are in existence,

-
Combined Forces Command, Korea, revolve around standard American Army tac-

[

i B i
la g | there are no direct sources on _this subject. Operations in the Headquarters,
[ eomarnirpe e

tics. It is assumed that the Kerean officer understands the American E;h-

e A e———————————tiy

cepts, but there are instances when this will not be the case.
PRESENTATION METHODOLQGY

3 To éstablish a foundation for the analysis of the tactics, this

-

paper will first address the nature of the threat facad by the South Xorean

[ ﬁ Army and;the force organization which has resulted from the XKorean analysis

of that threat. Although United States tactics have evolved primarily to
” f | ' : counter Soviet tactics, the R.0.K. must counter the perceived North Korean

T e ittt smpemsseamgye.
threat. North Korea, of courte.may—oe-may_not follow Soviet tactics.

R

Il A , " An argument may be made that the Koreans must be prepared to fight
\"——.__’—"—_'——

e

ayainst Chinese tactics, considering both the Korean War experience and the

probability that the North Koreans have also adopted some Chinese tactics
—_— —

through many years of active invelvement with that nation.

The Korean analysis of the threat, not the U.S. analysis, is the
__m .
main force which drives their precepts for tactical doctrine, modified, of
course, by the need for interoperability with U.S. forces. Tacticat doc-

trine dictates the need for a force structure, so it is necessary to discuss
the current Korean Army force organization.

Although, ideally, tne force structure would be conceptually

tailored to fit the tactical doctrine; administrative, logistical and

political restraints have dictated changes.

¥
¥
£
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Furthermore, traditional and socfal forces' impact on the develop-
ment of Korean tactfical doctrine will he presented. Such cha}acteristics
as discipline and respect for.authority. handed down thro.jh Confucianism
and Buddhism for thousands of years, have developed é different kind of
disciplinary and chain-of-command relationship than i{s common in Western

armies.

The relative austerity of Korean life also imparts a different set
of expectations bilities and needs (grean fighting man.

Primarily, this factor contributes to a more rigorous doctrine for reactical
e ——— e e

employment of the soldi the field,

Historical factors which have contributed to the development of

tactics will also be 1ntrdaaced,-part1cu1ar1y the Japanese military influence,

the impact of the Korean War, the United States military inf]uenqgg and the

Vietnam experience, One factor characteristic of mcst Korean Army oper-

ations is a proncunced emphasis on._methodical planning and execution of

6perations.
T —

The first field of tactics to be discussed will be conventional
attack operations. Planning, coordination, task organization, and execu-
tion will be analyzed for the five major South Korean attack cperations:
the coordinated attack, the movement to contact, the reconnaissance in

e e e e e S

force, the exploitation, and the pursuit. Throughout the analysis of

attack operations, particular emphasis will be devoted to the korean in-
F_d_..g:-;_"_-—_ ) . . et

filtration unit.

. Next, defensive «tactics wi!f be presentéd,-bgginning with an analysis
of the American concept of the active defense. It must be remembered that

this concept replaces o a large extent all previous U.5. defense doctrine,
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The Koreanhdefense will then be présented. It will become cb-
viows to the reader that the major exfsting Korean defense tactics par-
‘a11e) the previous American techniques. There are distinct differences
in the Korean application of these tactics, however. These differences

will be analyzed as they apply to all actively practiced Xorean concepts

-of defense.

“themJiSEussion of * 5 operations will begin with afrborne

. and afrmobile tactics. There are distinct differences in the Korean and

American objectives of the operaticn and in the selection of the objective
area. Differences will be explored in the aséault and overail ground op-
erations phase of the operations. The impact of available equipment and
the organization of Xorean units will also be discussed, as they impact
on the execution of operations orders.

The chapter on amphibicus operations begins with an explanation of
the American and Korean corcepts of the composition of amphibious tanding
forces. - Specific diffarences will be analyzed in the concept of the
ground operations phase.

The discussion of QWW) operations will be

rather complex, because of the myriad of tactics, especially at small-unit
r‘—-_'—‘—_‘.'__..—-_—.—_\—"_‘ . e

—_——

Tevel, which comprise unconventional operations. The Republic of Korea

1s faced with a primary enemy which is well-trained in unconventional war-
fare and shows every intention of using it. The South Korean officer is
well-versed in some aspects of UW that are not normally considered in the
American study of the subject. The concepts of both counter-unconventional
warfare and countergueriila warfare will be discussed. Ihfi1tration‘op-

erations include land, sea and air, all of which are actively practiced by

the Xorean Army.



Korean and American psychological operations and psycholegical war-
fare will also be analyzed. In a necessary divergence from the principal

Tevel of operation discussed in this thesis--the division--a comparative

—

'anaiysis will be made of sma%l-unit_nﬁgEZEiﬁﬁi;Qﬂxjng unconventional war-

fare. Map overlay symbology will oe discussed. Although the graphics do
not change the tactics. they certainly affect :he way the tactics for a
given operation will be interpreted when read from an operations overiay.
In 6ctuality. the differences between Korean and American graphics are not
extreme, but this partial dissimilarity may be even mure deceiving than
would be the ﬁase were there two distinct, separate systems.

A separate chapter will be devoted to a summary of the problems
posed by Korean and U.S. tactical divergences in all areas. Tha degrea of

significaﬁce of the tactical differences will then be discussed. Then the

paper wiil address the necessity of resolving the differences, and the de-

gree that the differences pose a problem to combined operations. The
thesis'will_COncIude with the real purposa of the research--methods of re-
solving the differences and minimizing their battlefield ljact.
RESTRICTION OF RESEARCH

The research covers a fairly broad area, and some qualifications
must be stated regarding restrictions on the topic. Only Army tactics will
b: addressed, despite the obvious interface between all elements of the
Korean Armed Forces. The topic will be further restricted to Army division

Tevel and below, with primary emphasis at the division level.




NATURE OF SQURCE DOCUMENTS
The research materiais used i this thesis are predominantly pri-
mary source materials. Although several side issues are addressed fn a

variety of books and periodicals, the core of the analysis s der{ved from
— T ———

American and Y.5. tactical field manuals. [n addition to *he manuals them-

———

selves, extensive use is made of reference materials used at the Republic

of Korea Command and General Staff College, Chinhae, Korea, Cne assumption
e s e e "———-__.___\_.

is that the_doctri unded by the Korean College 1s an accurate re-

flection of actual Korean Army doctrine. This assumption is reasonable,
in light of th;ﬂ;;;;*;;;;fzﬁg—EEFFEEponding American College at Fort Leaven-
worth is considered Army-wide to be the ultimate authority on U.S. tactical
doctrine.
TRANSLATIONS AND PHONETIC SPELLINGS

Translations of the Korean documents, particularly the Xerean Army
manuals, are the work of, and the'responsibility of, the author. In
addition, in those Instances where 1t_1s necessary to tnclude the phonetic
spelifng of a Korean term or p1a¢e name, an attempt will be made to <peil
the word in Such a way that the averagé reader can pronounce the word as

accurately as possidle.
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CHAPTER THO

i MATURE OF THE T'REAT FACED BY 50UTH KOREAN FORCES
i : AMD THE RL.ULTANT FORCE CRCANIZATION

!

|

11

] than to apply every availsble means to bring 1€%20 a swift
end. War's very object ts victory--nct prolongec indecision.

In war, indeed, there can be no substituts for victory.

General Dougla. MacArthurt

Once war s forcednupon us, thers is no ather alternative _\

—

= This oft-quoted remark scems to reflect quite well the strategic ]
and tactical thinking of today's South Koresn Army. The acceptance of
such an emphasis on quick, decisive victory is consistent with the Amer-

—-__—.“_‘._——-
ican emphasis on winning the “First Battle” of the next war. Further,

the_;pncept 1s critical, considering Korea's “defaase far- forward® strateqgy,

which dictates much of the current tactical Joctrine,
' THE GENERAL SITUATION

In seversi prolonged discussions with offfcers recently returned

from assignments in Korea, 1t became apparent that Amerfc:n forces have per-

ceived the North Korean threat as being 4 smaller-scale .srsion of the

—_—

‘EL Soviet threat, in that the same tactics and prinE?E?;;—;f employmant would

f: . e used with a smaller number of forces ana over more limited terrain. A

current final draft of FM 34-71, North Xorean Milftary Forces, 1s baing

staffed, however, which brings the Aﬁericﬁn soldfer a detalled representation

fﬁ of North Korean Army 1ife, tactics, and notfonal order of battle {n un-
; e

3% classiffed form.
. ﬁ: —'—_"_——_._,____
k. —-.——“’—'——‘___

10




|

The new f1ed manual is car’ve* primarily from S0 th Korean force

eap—

translaticns. Mew closely the South Kooean fn.arpretation co‘ncides with
B

the actusl Fmerican viewpoint, or how clzsely their interpretation ~oine

e

cides with the true state of affairs is uskacsm. Considerfng the relatively

l1imited stratagic int2"l{genca 2ssets of the Rzpudlic of Kec-e2, however,

there wayld naturally be some rusarvation conv:rning the preciseneir of

a—

the information. The key point is that South Korea does perceive fiorah
Korean tacti~s as describad bélaw. and reacts sccordingly., “ails chaoter
addresses how South Xorea views the North Korean threat in tha tactical em-
ploysent sense. South Korea's perception 0° this threat {s tha Jriving
force behind he~ Army's tectics. since the Xorean situation is different
from that of the United States. South Korea faces one major énemy tn the
world today, in Ler view, and the probablliity of reinforcement by Chinese
or Soviet troops Appears 2 have been asswmed away to alliow for concentration
of thought on the prime acter--North Korea., Specific offansive and Zefen-
sive tactics of the North will be presented, a3 taujht at the Korean Army
Command and General Staff College at Chinhae.

1f North Korea attacks, U.S. intelligence indicates that the main
e s

[:}hrus: will include fourteen North Xorean divistons with 300-900 tanks.

orps & aintains thet any invasion would have to concentrate on
a.nsrrow front and would have to be launched §n winter, as the armor could
T e e S
2

never traverse the soggy surmer ricefields.

of the attacker, with {ts attandant psychological advantaqes. South Korea |

The North has the advantage

fs defense-oriented3, a situation which provides both the tactical adventage
of the defender, yet also ingrains {aherent uncertainties and psychological

satbacks.

11




"defense far forwar " strategy, somewhat .nalogous to the American Liratogy

1n Euroce. The amphasis {n tha combarn 20na f5 on qQroynd anti-artv.r wcacons

as cbposed to tarss themselves. Since the tarrafn s ret-4urtadle for tank

fighting: and mansuver fs severel~ restricted, the anti-tank weazons -ay *n

fact de 'a- sore ‘:oqical pethod of defending the nation, ionsidering th,
exoruitant cost that wouid be involved ir. at-empting to —aten the Horth
Koreans.-

Here, one s presentzy with an Intoresting anomaly., The Rarth.ds

apparently ccntentracing teavily on 3 yargantudn tank foree, vet the South

e

Xorean terrair is a rule is remarkatl; unsuited for ank warfaraj Ar .o w

roads alone provide the only mc’ '-suited avenues uf aoproech, they ére

easiiy “eitroyed or disruptel. The =majority of the country has extancive

hill massas and mountzin< crossing {ts wigth and breadth, A the same time

that the NHorth fs folliwing an armc: gtritegy, the Sout:s is abandoaliny 1t

e

to some deqgree. A curresponuing example is the Amerfcan 24 Infantry
M

" Civision, whfd} haz four infantry bettations and twe mechan{zed fnfautry

battslions, but only two tank batu'.lcm'.?

——

. In wertiom, the Conbiinss Tield Armv has operaticnal contrel of thres
-{;wcoms #.2 0eer the only U.S. aivision in Asfa. The CFA (formarly

e

called I Corpn) has later:® coordinaticn with the lapits? Lorpe in the West
\—________________‘ e e ] -

and the £ir33 ROX Army to the Sast.8 The CFA, consfsting af 185,000 touth

Korean trood, ~lus the 2d Mvision, all traditionally under Azericsr leacar-

-

ship, has as 1ts sole task the dafunze of Seoul {“rom forward positions).
w

Lieutenant General James Mollfngsworth, & rtcent ccomander {(of [ Corps),
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l(uestern) sector, wnere thirteen divisions are poiséd.g

Mucn of the preceding can be deicribed &5 Joint U.S.-Korean thinking,

(ne must #1530 cousider the South Zoreen perception of Pycngysng's broad,

A1l Corruntst govermomenls, in Kores's view,

f maintatned that any attack cn Seoul would have to come througn the 1 Corps’
! iong-term go2ls and objectives,

erclcy . everal (actics &2 pa~t of their gveral} revolutioﬁary strategy.
g _ ,
These taccics include: goropagands bised upon 3 cry for unification of workers
oropeg g ¥
[ E scross ntermstionsl doundaries {and n the specific case of North Kores,
A oropaga~de atmed at unifying the two nations under one Coorunist banner);

lf 8 peoales'jg;ﬂgjinnamségggigg. to facite rebellion ¢f the masses; a Hattena!
; —_ —————

Asserbly tecrtc, afmed 3t destroying parlissents froo within as well asg to

dertroy public support for electad offizisic; 2 frictional tactic.vdesigned
h——...._“__--_____—_—_

ta create dfc- ions between poopies of a Yrea natfon; the tactic of terror:
i S— a T e sttt s,

” - and guerilla tacti 5.0 Any Corrmmist power with interests in Kores would
strice {deologicaily at any wesk elements of tha seciety (2 concest which

” pernaps prompied President Park's Drograms agetinst “irpure elmexnts® of
society), would explodt any relfgious or racial prodiems (both of which
South roraes ostensibly lacks), and wouitd strike 2¢ any =ili%ary, paliticel

or cconr g vaaknass which could be found.l?

; —
; o=

s SR R R

Ty s Aﬁ%n&:fﬁ-ilﬂ‘:%:%i;ﬁé%ﬁ'

The Communtsts would cancentrate “hefr forces in two wiIntl:  $Lrong
conventional forces to defoal the governcent, and Querillz units to dafeat

W"‘h—‘_—h—_
Lhe veonle. The 2cphisis on guertlla unfts 15 wellefounied in the casy of

Sebebt ey |
Morth Yores, cone<idering estibiished guerilila untts of yo to S0C0 wevders,

2 L

e

The guerilla units would consist of armed units as well 33 Su:pﬁriinq untts,

which {rciude underground constructina units ard production ( manufacturing)

queriiia unir.s.12 ‘
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ﬁﬁ : | With a population less than half that of South Korea's, and exports

amountihg to only 7% those of the Scuth, North Korea is perceived by Seoul

is unable to sustain any type of protracted war.13 This lends cradence to

the theory of ufnning the early stages of 'ﬁf war. One must keep in mind

“that despite the North's lower population, their armed forces are copsid-
( erably }arger than the South's, since the entire society is gearea for war,
¥ not for economic progress,

The South sees 2 more formidable danger in the differences in per-

e

: A . ———
sonality of the twe Korean peoples, which is derived from the North's con-
”M

trol of social life, including political, economic and 1ife control, now
firmly ingrained through “youths' and children's personality formation,"14

It is believed that the military-age youth of the nation have z fanaticatl
] e oryas S L MR T

' hatred of South Korea and the United States, and have been so fiercely in-
doctrinated that they will gladly die on the battlefield, in the way the

Chinesé Communists behaved on the battiefields of the Korearn War.
" SOUTH KOREAN VIEW OF NORTH KOREAN TACTICS
The Republic of Korea has devoted considerable research to the

subjeuz of North Korea's ground tactics. Pyongyang's guerilla tactics will
- ’-—""—"_'—-'-&-.____

be addressed in Chapter Ten, Unconventional Warfare Operations. North
Korea's offensive conventional tactics are addressed here, as they are

perceived by the South Korean Army.

North Korean fire support at the divivion level is seen to includas

B
one battalion of 152-millimeter and two battalions of 122-millineter field
— M

g

artillery. There are also eighteen 120-millimeter mortars at each regi-
f'-t-.--_-_—-d \________-_--‘

mental level, as well as thirtaen 200-millimeter rockets. There are aiso

: ' 15




considerable numbers of 107 and 130-millimeter missiles and anti-tank wea-

pons at regimental level. A tank regiment is thought to have thirty-three

tanks of mixed T-62 and oid-style T-54/55 modeis. Corps troops, in addition,

are armed with 132mm and 200mm rockets, as well as twelve tubes each of

=

Q@lg 140mm nuclear-capable artillery. The RPG-2 and RPG-7 are in the hands of

? ali units down to sQuad..15 FROG missiles are also in use, and the intent

z % North Korean doctrine is to overwhelm the enemy with massive artillery
and missile preparations, similar to Soviet doctrine.l® The emphasis of
their tactics is °",EE25:ﬁ5E!!_fEETiEffff_ffﬁffﬂffiﬁfi_ilﬂﬁﬂ—é-ﬂifiﬁi_fifft'

The North Korean chain of command includes mititary officers and
e e A

——

political officers d- to company level, with the political officer having
the greafer degree of authority in daily affairs. The division staff in-
cludes a chfief of staff, as well as four assistant commanders: a mflitary
ADC, an ADC for artillery, a rear area ADC, and an ADC for politics. The

chain of d i s—thought to be cumbersome and unresponsive.17

North Kcrean Attack Operations

In the attack, the ADC for Artillery positions field artillery 30G-
e e e o™ —
400 meters behind the mane iments. Artillery supparts dJduring the

attack by firing, then moving with the maneuver elements. Since 1978, the

T ——

North Koreans have employed the concept of "free guns"., OQnce the attack has
+ e, N "-"'——._-'-_-—-——n—l——_‘

begun, designated firing batterias, on their own initiative, continue firing
. . _'__"'—-l—-._._.,.___‘

into enemy positions without benefit of forward observers bf_employing

imaginary boundaries 250-400 meters'beyond the boundaries used prior to the
_-“-‘_"-N.*__ S o -

]ast displacement. The other major support téchnigue is simbly concentrated

fires.18

16
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o e

Tank units will attempt to maintain a march speed of thirty kmph

during thé_aay and twenty h at night to press forward to the attac iine,

Lo - e
xddyﬁl with an estimated range of 200 kilometers. The enemy will attack with
<17 X1 ometers. 'he en

k'",’ e .
}‘w$ ta i with {nfantry. In addition to the main attack, the

L
» _
- North Korean commander will e.ploy attacks against small pockets of resis-
W

tance, as opposed to the Soviet doctrine of bypassing such pockets. The

force attacks with two echelons; the command post movgs with the first

echelon, and the reserves move behind the second echelon. The'armor. moving
o e P T —————

with infantry, attempts to open uo a passage through which forces can be

attempt to bypass strong positions, and will attempt primary use of high-

' ‘ [ poured, while the artillery maintains a constant barrage. Armor units will

speed roads. When possible, the North Koreans will attempt to concentrate

overwhelming combat strength in the attack from the march.19

The principal missions, or cbiectives, of the attacking force are,

in priority: the weakening of strategic reserves, attack of industrial
T v ————— e ———

facilities and principal military facilities, the detection and attack of
el e

large quantities of ki11ing wezpon., restraint and interruption of the enemy's

movement, the "upsetting” of popular sentiment and public order, ¢ “agic
e e e e e

Egsnnnnissancei_and destruction of ground forces.20

Rather than concentrating on the frontal assault, North Korz.n tac-

tics will normally include 2 mixture of combined tactics. The first come

—

bined tactic is the combination of the frontal assault and circuitous move-

ment, in which smaller elements, rather thap meré]y conducting a supporting
\-....-

attack, will attempt to find the enemy flanks and move to his }ear. The -

g n

second method is the combination of the frantal assauls aﬁd rear area~

17




harassment, particularly destruction of the enemy's reserves and artillery,
f"—"_'——-—.,__
through the empioyment of airborne forces or previousiy-infiltrated commando

unfts. Next {s the combination of the Tank_battle and the pursuit, in

which the North Karean forge strikes the flanks as the primary target. The

final tactic is the combination of active deferfBe and rear area harassmggp.ZI

rr—————. g,

The North Koreans, in all cases, will attempt to annihilate the enemy force,

L]

primarily through an extended war of attrition.

The South Korean Army sees the exploitable weaknesses of the North's

combined tactics approach as the dispersion of troop strength, the danger

in taking the time npihilate mall unit they encounter,
the limited use of joint operations by the North koreans. the confusion of
ol ————————

command and‘leadership engendered by the combination of tactics, supply

»limitations.'and inability to cqnduct extended gpgrations. given the will

e e — . )
of the South Korean people.22
The North Korean force will conduct the attack in four phases: the
e et e vt ot —eem
movement phase, attack phase, combat-in-depth phase, and the pursuit phase.

e eesriat? — et —— et

Although his ubjectives are assuméd to be key terrain, he will normally not

conduct a lengthy reconsolidation an the objective, but will instead pursue

the enemy with annihilation as the goal. A division will attack on a frontage

of six to ten kilometers, to a depth of fourteen to eighteen kilometers.

The second echefon will follow at a distance of from'sfx to eight kilometears

behind the first echelon's rear boundaries.23
A defending South Korean or American force may wifness an attack or

&the ground in the following manner. The North Korean division will occupy

the "attack preparation area®, six to eight kilometers in front of the FEBA,

i8
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about two t or to the attack. 'He will _move forward with
_ LR orwerd wiw
tanks and armored personnel carriers interspersed, and his infantry will

dismount and begin the assault 800 to 1000 meters forward of the FEBA

———

(150-300meters-at-night}. In one day, the division will attack to seize

two regimental objectives three to five kilometers Beyond the FEBA and two

subsequent objectives ten to fifteen kilometers beyond the FEBA. An ex-
ample of an attack phase diagram is shown below at Figure 1. Note that
one North Korean division is expected to attack on a frontage rnghly equal
to one-half a South Korean division sector.

FIGURE 1

NORTH KOREAM DIVISION IN THE ATTACKS®
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The frontal attack shown at Figure 1 1s actually a less-preferred

—

method of attack, since whenever the opportunity presents itsel?, the North
Korean force.mill-conduct ap envelgpment. _
The North Korean force will always attempt to use ridgeline approaches.

The enveloping unit infiltrates secretly beforehand into a position near the

e S

egggi's fianks, The probable enemy withdrawal routes are jntercepted by

querilla units infiltrated behind enemy lines well in advance. Finally, the
envelopment maneuver wiil be conducted by means of smail-scale ynits against
similar-sized units.25 |

R.0.X. Countermeasures

The impiications of the North Korean tactics for the development

of countering South Korean tactics become self-evident from this brief

portrayal. The first asnect, already mentioned, is the emphasis on security
e et b e

of the flanks. Flank security, toc the South XKorean officer, assumes added
. importance and smphasis. Additionally, forms of defense, to be addressed
in Chapter Six, have incorporated further flank security measuvres., The

second consideration is the heavy North Korean emphasis on infiltration,

—=

for the purpose of disrupting the rear and forming blocking forces. South

Korean doctrine, therefore, muyst consider detailed countermeasures for pre-

venting infiltraticn in the earl s, or the -inv ages, of

any war. Thus, cne sees the compiicated forms of courerinfiltration op-

erations discussed fn Chapter Ten. North Kcrean doctrine, also, allows for

e e T T e i
a much greater latitude on the part of small-unit commanders to conduct in-

e p—————

dependent or semi-independant combat operations than, for example, the
P e e et .

Eggigx_:nunanger. Hence, South Kerean commanders must also be trained to

20

S S

By RO ol s v - e S e



S :‘i«-‘-".a'.,.‘:!_“ﬁ“‘__f:'A

operate semi-indepen&ently at the company level, and operations plans and
commynfcations systems must be so desfgned that the separate action of a
small-unit commander will not jeopardize the accomplishment of the larger
missibn by the division. One would assume, also, that the severe Korean
terrain, with 1ts‘myriad of separated hills and mountains, will isolata
small units on occasion, .

Probably the most important consideraticn from the viewpoint of
Korean-American intercperability is the emphasis on the retention of key
terrain. The United States Army bases fts currert tactical doctrine on the

assumed Soviet threat. Our active defense, for example, is force-oriented
“--—-n—o-—.______ "-"-—“-'—-—-—--..._.___

ather than terrain-oriented. The ;ypical South Korean commincer, however,

perceives an enemy whose tactical objectives center on the retention of key
——_-—-——"—-"—'—-—_

terrain, and he will most certainly attempt to deny that key terrain to the

D e ———

enemy, L
North Kbrean Jdefensive Tactics

The analysis of North Korean defensive tactics s much simpler than

" that of the offense. The Horth Korean defense parallels the Soviet concest

/

in many ways. The South Xorean Army views the Horth as employing two0 major

forms of defense: the position defense and the mobile defense. In the

position defense, which closely parallels Soviet doctrine, chere arc three
Mﬁ—-—.““

——————

—_—

echelons: two defensive echelohs and the division rear area.
ey e o T e e e e, . .

The Horfh Korean division is believed to defend on a front of twen-

e —_

m
ty to thirty kilometers. The security force, operating to a depth of fif-

e ——————— s

teen kilometers along this entire front, consists of a motarized rifie

regiment. The first def:nsive echelon, saven to ten kilometers deeg, is

———

defended by two regiments, each h2ving two battalions forward and a battalion

T e e et
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minus back, as well as a company held as regimental reserve, The division
—rrete T rm—— —

cormand pogt i3 a cated in the First defensive belt. uniike the

Soviet defense, there s no "dead space® between defensive belts. The
second defense belt, consistiné of one motorized rifle regiment and cne tank
regiment, is located directly behind the first defense belt and extends to

a depth of fifteen to twenty kilometers., One of the moturized rifle
battalions is withheld as divisicn reserve. with its primary mission that

et

of 2 counterattack force. The division rear areg, in the “third belt”, ex-

tends up to fif&!_&ilfffEEIS. Significantly, the defensive positions are
located on key terrajn, and North Korean forces do not prepare supplcmentary

defensive positions, Thay ars expected to hold the terrain at all costs.2b

During the Korean War, the North Koreans dug defensive bunkers on

‘both sides &f hills, connected by trenches. During Allied artillery prep-

iarations. they moved to the reverse slope. As thz Allied forces advanced,

they used the trenches to move to the forward slope.
The North Korean operation dubbed the mobile defense is undertaken

)en _th - than withdrawing to alternate

posftions, the battle area {s simply reorganized. The firs;mpefehSQMlez

still consists of two regiments, reinforced by the motorized rifle regiment
TotQrisec TRE TS

(minus) from the second belt. The second belt consists of the tank reciment

—— e s

and the resarve battajion. The first echelon will attempt to find an enemy
T S — — -

weakpaint and _encircle or overrun the weakened unit. Tha tanks will then

: ‘ et had gL ' 27
push through and attempt to turn the defense into a ‘191559_2§iffffve attack.

Although the defense holds fewerlimplicstfons for South Korean .

tactical doctrine, a few.pgints stand out. Agat , we see the emphasis on

22
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retention of terrain. South Korean forces, to be successful, must deny
this terrain to the enemy. Also, since ultimate hope of the North Korean
defense rests on their force #bility, the South Korean Army must have a
responsive moblile force and the tactics to corréspond; ‘ ‘
SOUTH XOREAN ARMY FORCE STRUCTURE
_ Two major shaping 1nf1uences_onuthe Ko}aan force structure are
evident from the precéoing éiscussion.‘ The fifst is Lhe‘positioning of

the majority of South K forces near the Demilitarized Zone, north of

Seoul. The frontline farces are organized into task forces of 750 troops,

eéch unit positioned {n fortified stron no intent to retreat,
but with plans of reinforcemeat:— All of these S$trongpoints are dug deeply

{nto mountains.?8 One such regimental coomander expressed to the author

that his regiment, among others, {s satisfied to consider themselves a

*sufcide squad" {f the need should arise.
e P o Pl S,
The next factor is the sheer size of the South Xprean forces, which
—

‘are about the seventh largest in the world. South Xorea perceives one threat,

T s e g e e
and has organized to defend itself against that one threat. Although some

nations such as the United States, which has to remsin prepared %o counter
enemies arcund the world, might view the "one threat” concept as somewhat of
a luxury, it must be remembered that North Korea alsc has one avowed enemy
and {s directing all its efforts to that one enemy's defeat.
South Korea has an annual defense budget of approximately two billion
' ollars. The Army, 560,000 men s$trong, consists oflone mecha.ized divisien,
9 {nfantry divisions, two armored brigades, five special 7orces brigades,

land two air defense brigades, as well as seven tank battalions and 3C

23
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artiliery battaltons. [n addition, there are twoc SAM brigades with Hawk
and Nike Hercules missiles and 2 SSM battalion equipped with the lonest
John, Although th§ force 1s obviously infantry-heavy and light on armor,
the Army does possess 580 medium tanks end-over S0C armored rersonnel
carriers, There 2re also 1,100,000 soldiers in the Army Reserve.2S

.
Combat units are arranged around the regimental system, A division

has_three regiments, and.a regimeat-has—fourbattalions. The assumption
{s that the-regimental system is more responsive to the combat situation,

in that the regiment handles combat support and combat service support func-

tions, {ncluding adminfstration, rather than batng solely a tactical head-
quarters, 2s is the American brigade.3° The four-battalion regiment is the

r—

direct result of the Horth Korean doctrine of attacking the rear area, In
. ey

the R.0.K. regiment, two battalions are primary combat forces, one is the

reserve battalibn. and one is used solely for rear area security. See

'Appendices B, € and U for organization and equipment of the E.ﬁtx. division

in detail.

The force structure does have seme impact on tactical employment,

————,

. The najor {mpact is on deployment of forces. The triangular structure of

—

the division leads to the almost {nescapable triangular pbsitionan of

forces {n tactical operatfons. Of tactical solutions presented at the Korean

Staff College, at least 95 percent of solutions to convantional operations

consist of tha familiar "two up and one back® configuration.

24
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SUMMARY

Whereas American forces are trafned to combat Soviet/Warsaw Pact-
type tactics, South Korean troops L .in to fight agafnst north Korean
tactics. Nq:}f_fgrean tactics are apparently an amaTgation of Soviet and

. Chinese tactics, a over (he years to the Xorean situggyml./ 1f the

South ¥orean perception of their own terrain is accurate, ther the Horth's

be a mistike on thefr par

concentration on mobile armor farces

In any event, both American and Reputlic of Xor.a forces 4o intend to fight
enemy tanks and dispose forces and weapons accordingly.

The major strategic difference is the American Army's conceﬁg of
defense in depth. The Koreans prefer to concentrate the buik ¢f their
forces forward of Seoul to stop the enemy drive bSefore {t penétrates_thc
36 kilomeﬁers to the capital. The rest of their forces {n the Third ROK
Army secfor are pos!tioned to prevent infiltration and thc less likely event
of invasion from the resr.

Tha principal tactical difference revclves arouna terrain. The
American fﬁ?ces. by doctrine, are trained to concentrate on the enamy force,
whereas Souih Xorean forces orfent toward key terrz2in and {ts retontion.

Subseqdent chapters will devclon a greater deqree o1 detail con-.

cerning ~ore specific, sftuation-uriented 1{fferences.

25
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CHAPTER THREE

TRDITIONAL AND SOCIAL FORCES® IMPACT ON THE DEVELOPMENT i N
OF XOREAN TACTICAL DOCTRINKE : :

M!iitary operations of 2ny nation's army aust invarfably reflect
4 sortion of that naticn's heritage and sccial cutlook, A pesple who |
dre by nature aggressive can Se erpected to carry out tactical operattons .
aggressively. A nation fuch as.thr United States, which is undergoing a
massive e.periment in volunteerisn, can ue expected ta orovide certain -
a~cnities to its tru s, whicn they will certainiy expect, at least to a
lesser decree, aven durfng corbat., The logisties involved in ooere:!cn;

fr. this latter example will almost surelv nodify thé zanner in which o;-

erations will be oxecuted. On another Tevel, the industriel base of a na- .

tion will dictate to wnat degree combat will be dependent upon supplies
and technologically-idvanced equi =ment, and the corresponding tactics will
surely vary, | ‘ }
This chepter exsmines some sociel and historfcal facters which have,
to varying degrees, helred give direction to- South Xorean tactical doctrine.

SOCIAL INFLUEACES

fi‘} Korea's tradftional philosophy can be cescribed 3s & zombination

.§u=' of duddhism and Confucianism, Therg {35 one charscteristic which is out- .
e, .
18 standing in both--reszect for authority. Althougn Buddhism {s passive and N

pacifist to a much greater degree thur Cenfuzfaanisa, :oth-qn!loscahié; ‘ =z
stress obedience by the sounger 7 the eidcr, by e “vassal®™ to the S ;

"master”, by the wife co tne hysband, and Ir all ciies, obedience toward o .

o s ;=1 7
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anyone who is placed in a position of authority. If one assumes that this
thinking pervades military 1ife, as well, one should expect to Tind the
Korean Army in a state of high discipline. - The South Korean Army. in fact,
is rather reknowned for this characteristic. An examination of Korean home
life today reinforces this assumption. The‘Korean social system is char-
acterized by the extended family concept. Children are taught from an early
age to respect their elders, and the substance and form of familial fidelity
are rigorously enforced. ‘

This process is facilitated by the ignguage itself, in that there
are "high" forms of address and verb endings, as well as forms to be used
among equals and friends and “tow" forms to be used to lessers and to
younger heople. By repetitive use of the proper vert forms and pronouns,
oné rapidly becdmes knowledgeable of one's social position. Similarly, it _

is simple for dne'Korean to "put down" another by the deliberate use of a

"lower" verb form,

{ e /- The use of language form, as well as the assumption of obedience

from anybne who is placed in aﬁ inferior or subordinate position, are char-

{ acteristic of the Korean Army today. The enlisted man is required to use

the polite forms of address %o an officer, and the officer is likeé}ge re-

quired to use the blunter forms of address, to preclude famil*arizatioﬁ.
,M e — N

e . e T N
There is considerably less fraternization between officers and non-commissioned

officers in the Korean Army than one observes, and takes for granted, in

T

)"the American Army. The principles of democracy, although protehly well-

suited to the Korean people as a whole, do not fit into the Korean military

[, system.
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Reinforcing the Korean officer's authority is the acceptance of
physicail abuse of subordinates, although this concept is widely misunder-
stood au g Americans. The Korean officer or non-commissioned officer
has a unique method of "phvsically striking” a migcrean: subordinate, which
appears to be exactly the same way a Korean parent "strikes” a child. The

\ target is always the forehead or the hair immediately above the forehead.
(The hand §s clenched into a Toose fist and the "blow" is really a glancing
scrape, accompanied by a fierce scowl and an imprecation such-as "ee kae-

¢ saekkiya" (you son of a dog). To the casual observer, this treacment,

especially to-a child, is distasteful and appalling, but there is little

or no physical pain associated with it, although it looks Tike a cruel

blow. The punishment is psychological, with the added implication that
“since I am laying hands on you, ! am demonstrating that I can physically
harm you if [ wizh." The acceptance of such treatment reinforces the values
of respect instilled in each Kc-ean since birth, and helps ensure a greater
degree of discipline than one would expect among Western Armies. This
statement must also be qualified, in that discipline in the U.S. sense of
the word is of a different variety. FM 22-107 defines discipline as the
“willing obedience" to orders. Although the Korean notion of discipline
entails this concept as well, there is also an element of fear of authority
and fear of retribution which occasions prompt obedience. i

Insofar as the impact of obedience on tactics, there is little

basis for presupposing any direct effect; however, fn the execution of
those tactics, one would rigﬁtfu11y assume that_the‘Koreaﬁ officer would

expect his orders to be unfa1téringl} carried out, and that freedom of.




|

(

- -

action would be restricted, in that the senior is expected to make the de-
ciston in nearly every case. Similarity, with the Korean notion of not ém-
barrassing a superior, in that be is always correct. (otherwise, he would
not be the superior) one would anticipate that the Xorean officer would be
raiuctant to change an order, and would bhe rigfd in expecting an original

.

order to be carried out exactly as intended.
T PHYSICAL INFLUENCES

A similar cuitural factor which 1mpacfs on the execution of tac-

tics is the Korean way of l1ife itself. Without belaboring the point of

Korea's economic miracie in recent years, it'is understood that the Korean

standard of living has-dramaticaIIy increased in modern years. Neverthe-

less, compared to the American way of life, for example, there is a great

disparity. Particularly among the lower-~income families, many physical com-

forts are non-existent. Although sanitation is good, for example, a lack

of hot-water facilities in the home has endowed many Koréans with‘a habitu=-

ation to told water baths outdoors, even in the winter., The diet is relatively.

‘ahstefe. The result of this combined economic and cultural conditicn is

that the typical Korean soldier is fairly inured to physical discomfort

and hardship. The Korean commander can reasonably expect more of his troops

thah an American commander might expect in the same situation. He can plan

operations which fnvolve his troops spending & winter night in an infil-

tration objective without food or shelter, still prepared to executs an

attack the next marning. Although certainly the American commander can ex-

pect the same of his men, American tactical planning nonnall} assumes such

a plan is undesirable, and will normally work around such an eventuality.

k3§
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PSYCHOLOGICAL INFLUENCES
The spirit and will of the South Korean soldier also cannot be
discounted as fighting factors. Korea 3pent centuries as a defeated
people. Frpm the ﬁongols of Genghis Khan to the Japanese in this century,
Korea has been conqueréd by outsiders many times, and they are determined
not to be subjugated again.
 They look to Israel as a nation of paraliel circumstances dnd as
/ a2 model for their own national spirit.I As a nation created at the same
time as Israel, they view lsrael's suCCESSfu]'repulsion of invading forces
as an extension of the Korean situation, and aré aware of the large role
played by the determination of the people ("Israel jungshin"). Korean
of Ficers study the Three-Days' War with fervor, not so much for an under -
. standing of the tactics {which are not adaptable to the Korean terrain)
but to_ﬁrasp the significance of an operation which is executed daringly,
violently-and with the fervor of an army intent on preserving their nat%on's

heritage. Accoﬁdingly, the ferocity of a successful operation is strassed

. ‘_'.H
throughout Korean tactical doctrine, and speed and shock action are
2 .

p/ar,awn‘t'\a

[

MILITARY EDUCATION OF KOREAN OFFICERS
The officer training and educatioha] systerts also have a significant

impact on the types of tactics employed. Pre-commissioning institutions

include the Military Academy at Seoul, ROTC programs, and branch officer
candidate schools.
There are distinct parallels to the corresponding American schools.

One reason is the close relationship which exists with the Americans, of
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course, and the extent to which Korean officeérs have been trained in Ameri-

f: _ can schools. From Fiscal Year 1950 through Fiscal Year 1977, for ezample,

i T —
A 34,024 Korean military personnel, the bulk of them Army afficers, were
‘[' f; ; trained in the United States under the International M{lftary Education
. T TTrre—— e

———

Year 1977.3 One + tudents' primary missions, in addition to learning

the required material, is to acquire new educational techniques. These

f ‘Z: and Training Program. This figure includes 180 individuals during Fiscal

techniques, within the framework of the Korean personality and the training
aids and resources available, have generally been incorporated.into the

Korean system.
‘ There are also some significant addiﬁjgnﬁlﬁsggiging eléments. Far

example, in the Korean Military Academy at Seoul, a great number of hours

are devoted to the practice of Tae-kwondo, the Korean version of Krrate.

It is intended that every graduate hold a black belt in the sport prior to

graduation. The greatest difference in application between tha Korean
martial arts and the American version taught {n U.S. basic training {s that

Tae-Kwondo, at least in theory, is envisioned to be a useable form of com-

bat.—Verbally at least, the Korean Army stresses that close combat may be
acceptable, since the South Korean soldier (eniisted as well as officer)
can "smash the North Korean puppet® with his bare hands if need be.

Once the Korean officer is commissioned, he attends an officers'
branch basic training course. As he progresses to the rank of captain, he

attends an advanced course of nine months' duration. Several officers.
' after graduation, are selected through an examinat1o to_attend ad-
/7; ‘ vanced courses in the united States. Hdest Genmany. aiwan or Indonesia
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One finds in the advanced courses the basis of the senfor service
s
Firct, the emphasis on examinations *o deter-

college educational system.
mine eiigibility becomes evident. Officers are selected to attend the ad--
They werc acmilted to their

I
|

vanced courses by the e;'mination process.
pre-commissioning programs on the basis of -examinations; they were admitted
to college, high scbool. middle school and even into the sixth gradé solely
on the basis of examination results. Corsequently, by the time an officer

has attdinéd'fiéld-grade rank, he has not only demonstrated tactical and
leadership proficiency, but has demonstrated 3 superb capability for taking

and passing examipations.
This effect {s obvious by the time an officer is admitted to the

Korean Army Command and Staff College (caueg;_simpjy;;ne-:.xw;oue_u“)
at Chinhaa, Kvungsang-Namdo. The typical officer seaiected has ha

succeééful cannano 35 shown by his Officer Evaluation Reports, is thirty-

-

|
|

T ——
six years old and has scored well on the natfonai competitive examinations
-v—-—-'—""—"—'--_._

. used to deterinine eligibility for the Army CoHege.4 Regardless of one's

f: | pravious military record, the examiration is the primary criteria for
S : T e
o _ selectian, while the other considerations are primarily qualificstions for

ﬁf bef-g allowed to take the examination. If an officer does not graduate from

F - ‘ the Army College, his chances for promotion are slim.

The system used for the natfonal examinations {is similar to tne
Many officers carry

o ik,

type of evaluations used within the schooals as wé!!.

= ' . _notebooks with them throughout their career, containing lists of elements
b e ——

re 1ated to specific operations, which are expected to be menarized. This

system is also the rule in civilian educational systems, as well, beginning
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with slementary school. The typical officer, then, is conditioned *o de-

vote his time and energy in academic pursuits to fggg_mgmgtizituijﬂL

lists. 

Thare are advantages to this method, a§ well, 'shereas the American
officer, for example, may lock for the appropri.a:e field manual to refresh
hpis memory on specific cperational graphics or the format for 2 particujar
type of order or annex, the Korean officer is expected to have.all such /
matiers memorized by the time he is a captain. On the other hand, the
qualijty of innovation, analysis and indepe~dent thinking is obviousiy de- J

graded by the constant emphasis on repetition and memorization.s

What does this system mean to the ~daptation of tacrics? There

appears to be an unwritten law that, changes in tactical doctrine ace un-
: e

desiradle cation of the doctrine depends to a large extent

on the &bi xecytoss to car u eration:. without 3 great

 deal beforehand. Rather, 17 an Army cfficer has wrudied a

specific type of operation in detail for ten years, he may be expected to

- operate automatically in a pre-determined manner in any specific situation.

If the concept of the defease is changed rrastizally, for examnie, in en-

——

tire Army nust erase year< of “indoctrination® in a1l wn2 facets of the op-

it

eration, and mnust bcgfn vears of new nemoriraticn of detzils. Officers

might thus make a distinct tactical blunder on the battlefield, in a moment

of indecision. The goal of the current system, then, might b2 characterized
[
as eliminating any ,ossitle indecisiveness bv ensuring automatic response.

1t appears necessary ’‘or all factors of an operation to Se quanti.
—————

fied. The situation must be well-known in ravance, nd 311 coperations rust
— P ——————— e
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be analyzed pricr to execution against several memorized 1ists of consider-
p \ ationsTL;__gﬂ_mm. to the_ Korean officer, must be eliminated {f pggsible,
before jumping off an operation. . . |
As a result of the miiitary educational system, three factors stand
cut which may ba presumed to impact on Korean tactics. First {s the
knowiadge level of the average officer. He can be expected to know all
types of operations fn great detail, insofar as planning ccnsiderations are
concerned. He may be exﬁected to be comfortable with detailed, ;ntricate
cperations, because he has practiced them for years and has a ready detailed
krowledge. The same factor would minimize innovation and independence; ail
smail-unit Jeadzrs can be expected to execute an operations ordEr in
assentially the same manner. This consideration would force the necessity
of detailed nlanning. and this type of planning is also consistent wich the
Korean system. '
JAPANESE MILITARY [NFLUENCE
Having addressed internal influences on the Korean Army, let us
" now turn our attention to external influences. The most important influence
in modern times, unti] the beginning of the Amarican {nvolvement {n Xorea,
was the occupation by the Japanese from 1910-1945. The Japanese rule was
characterized by a centralized, bureaucratic administration {n which the
high-handedness of the Japanese was justified in their own eyes by its

efficiency.5

The Japanese attempted to eradicate the Korean people as an
entity by cbliterating the Korean tanguage, and. through 1ntermarriagé.
oblfterating the Korean people as a'séparate récg. They were completely

* unsuccessful in the latter, as a result of disdain for the Koreans by the
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Japanese colonizers.7 They were succeszsful at shifting the values of

Confucianism to a philosophy of “obedi{ence to an {mperial autacrat“.a

The Japanese did extend a stirong influence throughout the military,
w

In 1938, they introduced military training in all Korean sacondary schools,

e

and through the Special Volunteers Act of '1938, allowed Koreans, “by -

special Imperial Grace", to join the Japanese Army.

in the Japanese Army during World War [i, willingly or unwillingly.

Many Koreans served

Several

men who were tO become the leaders of the new Korzan Army after World War

Il were ;rained at the Imperfal Defense Coilegg:in Tokyo and the Manchurfan

Academy, Of the twenty Tokyo gradiatec <stil1]l alive at the end of the war,

there developed five of the first seven Chiefs of Staff and three of the

Ministers of Defense between 1948 and 1961.10 0Of those w

ho were still stu.

dent officers {n 1945, many rose to high positions in the Korean military,

includfng five of the six Chiefs of Staff from 1960-1966.11 Other Chiefs

of Staff and senior‘dfficers came from officers o* the Special Army Volun-

teer System of 1938 or men who had served as Japanese conscripts, attending

officer training in Korea after the War.

12

The first Korean Army after World War [I was armed ;rimarily with

"scrounged” Japanese rifles and machine guns confiscated from Americans who

had stolen them a3 so. enirs.13 An {ronic twist is that even after liberation

from the Japanese, the Japanese were raspected.

A sword recei{ved from the

Japanese emperor as a token of recognition for service was "at least as

useful for legitimizing (one's) position as ah act of Korean patrfotfsm.“M

The American {deals after the War were not nearly as acceptable to the

Korean mind as had been the Japanese example. As Gregory Herderson has de-

scribed 1t:
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American views of equipment as ‘expendabie,' ‘off-duty’
sales to the black market, and 'informality’ in using leeps
to transport girl friends created unfaveorable corpariscns
with the strict dic¢ipline of Japanesi use of equipent and
a weak clitate of respect at the top.iS

: 'Even_taday. there is some similariiy {n the Korcan view. Despite

the obvious respect shown to Americans in Korea, the senior Korean officer
senor mren et

does not take the average American officer seriou%ly, seeming disturbed by

the American's preoccupation with rea} estate, with automobi}ggé_giﬁh_ﬁgz;_
men. Such qusiderations are secondary to the fficer, wno is con<
—— :

cerned foremost with how to protect his nation and who hes little time to
ponder his persona) possessfons. These staterents are in nu way intended
to degrade the "merican officer, but are intended to convey something of
the mental attitude of the South Xorein. This facet of Korean thinking was
acquired from the Japanese, Oespite the cruelty and the ruthlessness of
the Japanese, their effectiveness cannot be questioned.

It is appareﬁt.in reviewing tacfics that the current Xorean forms
are 1ittle dependent upon the previcus Japanese versions. The American in-

f]uence has been all-pervading; even a casual review of South Xorean tac-

. tical doctrine demonstrates that it was patterned after American doctrine.

The {mpact of the Japanese on tactical form car. be minimized sirply; tie
northern half of Korea was of course also occupied by the Japanese, yet
there {: no reserblance between North and S&uch Xorean tactics. The major
influence has “een that of the latest significant al\y;-in North Korea's
case, the Soviets and the Chinrese Cuamnists.

What, then, has been the {mpact of the Japanese on the S'uth‘Karean
Aray? The first effect is obvious; most of *he leaders of the Korean Army
in the 1940s through the 1960s (including President Fa-k Chﬁnq Hee) were
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Japanese-trafned. Their formulation of military policies and doctrine

quite cbviously reflected their experiences and training. The authoritar~
e —————————0

f{anism of the Xorean Army and cf the government {gself can ba traced a2

i

least indirectly to these roots with a minimum of reflection.
P e S

The remaining facet of Japanese influente which does have a censid-
erable bearing on the Korean Army iz the psychological t. The value

—_—
of the milizary in society, even its predominaace, is a direct descendant

of the Ja The intrinsic worth, the ideals, of the nilitary

as a profession is reinforced by the incredibly “"sharp” bearing and the

pride {n wearing the uniform displayed by the Korean soldier, down to the
privaﬁe. The strizt discipline, wnich 2150 nas its origin in tae Korean
Armies of thousands of years ago, was certainly strengthened by the Japs.ese
Army system. But perhaps the greatest impact on the Karean Armed Forces

h&s been the Japanesse tggplogy.of the power of the mind., IFf you have the

S T
will to do something, it can be arncompiished acainst overwhelming odds.

This psycholdgical factor, as observed in the Japanese, has been described
in the following way:

In general, there was no significant differsnce {n our
solutions, except in situations when one side was sa hope-
‘lessly inferior that, in my judgment, it should ratreat or
at least dig in on & defensive positicn. In such cases,
the Japanese solutfon was slmost always to attack at night,
& manifestation of the unshakeable faith i1n the Japanese
sefshin, translatadle as snirit or morale, which was pre-
sumed able to overcome all raterial obstacles. ..l would
say that the Japanese comandirs in World War [1 Sehaved
about as predicted in my study and that seishin proved a
formidable but fortunately nct an fnvincible force which
eventually succumbed to superior American fire power,

Generally, if one transcribes the word "sefshin® tg the corres-

ponding Korean word “jungshin”, an excellent descélptioq of a modern Xoresn
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.5rmylprogram can be depicted. '(gjritua\ War Power® is 2 major aspect of

Korean Army training. .Concurrently. such tangible concepts as the aight
attack when outnymberzd remain a part of Xorean doctrine.
. L IMPACT OF THE KOREAM WAR ~ . . - ™
Following 1{beration from the Japanese, the next important factsr
07 the development of the Korean Arm, was the Korean H;r. surgrisingly,
1ittle can be said about the War as a shaper of tactics. . Certainiy, the
fmerican influence was significant; all materfal came frow American‘
supp!iés an&-iﬁ ﬁome stages of the war, &t least, the Americans bore the
brunt of the fighting. Combined operations weie fimited. with American
and Xorean forces generally ha&inq their own tactical sectors of respon-
sibility. The Korean Army gained valuable fightinq experience, certainly,
but there had been little time to train the Koreans in U.S. combat methods,
One asuthor gives a mo%e revealing account of perceptions:
Except for expediency. . . Xorean cfficers had liztle
reason to take the training they received with the sericus-

ness they had taken the far more professional trzining Ja-
par had given many of them, . . Japanese rinks and training

remdined the prestige system undac_119n5_5555;§$2_15553£; a
~ senfor from Japinese days was regarded as a § T even
when he happened to 9ave entered the American service later
and had lower rank,!
UNITED STATES MILITARY INFLUENCE

Yet, the Americans triec hard tu mold an effective fighting force

H

after the Arerican model, and werc successful. Generals MacArthur, Ridnway

and Yan glggg“?lacec enthusfastic support behind renewed training. Ameri-

can military aovisors were increased to 756 in 1950, to 1,055 by mid-1951,
and to 1,983 in eariy'1952.18 By 1959, nearly ten percent of all Korean

officers had some training in the Unfted States. In addition, the American
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popui3t1on of 350,000 troops was larger than the entire state of Heeads's;
the Koreans could not help but become "Amerfcanized® to some ertent.}? /
The Army has been tae only Korean group on which Americans have schieved ;J
effective irfluence, after decades of devoting funds, training, and
attention,<0 ’
The same hoigs true today. Even with the proposed withdrawal of
ﬁﬁerican forces, the Carter Administratfon appro:;d a tranzfer of 5200
mfllion of wezpons to South Korezn forces.2l [n addition to the efffcts.
of the continued American presence, cosdined exercisas are cften held to
reinforce interoperszbility, such as “Team Spir{it 78", held ia March 1978,
which fnvoived ﬁ.S. troops from Japan, Hawafi, and COﬁUS.zz inciuding
30,000 American and 73,000 South Korean troops of ail services.Z3
The single most important determining factor of Korean tactics
“has been tﬁé Uni:ed States' influence. Snis §s5 perhaps why it 15 50 i
;pbrtant to analyze the variances in our respective doctrines. it ts far
too easy to assume that the two are the same. The slight divergences, the
intricacies cccasinned by differences in outlock, such as the Japanese fn-
- flyence, are the factors which bear fnvestigation.

One final characteristic has already been aliuded to ceveral times,

The extreme attention to detail which §s a part of everyday Koresn nlanning,

rather than being a hindrance to the effective execution of operations, {s

only a different concept. A description of this principle in acticn was

well written by Lieutenant Gereral ¥illiam R, Peers:
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[ had never before hid the opportunity of -ork’'ng with
ROK forces, It took a degres of learning and understinding,
but I found them to te highly efficient and a cissinct
pleasure on my part to work with, They are most delfberate
and methodical in all of their operazions., ~t the same time,
howcver, once a course of acticn is determined, they are
positive, aggress:.e 4nd persistent. Tnese somewhat con-
tredictory statements may require an expianation. Thay were
meticuious in developing intelligence of the enemy {n the
prorosed area of peration and in preparing their plans,
Sometimes this would take weekz or conths, and even then
the creration may te postponed. OCnce the necessary siclure
of the enemy situation {3 deveioped, the operation §s fai-
tiated with maximun? strength and =ost aggressively. On the
US side, we made avery effort to support their opersaticns
through tha provision of additionsl helicopters, artiilery, .
tanks and APC*s. This not anly assisied them in the opera-
tion, but alzo proved of {mmense value in developing co-
operatios with adjacent US unfts.<d

SUMMARY

The primary influence on actics, in the context of this chapter,
has been the United States. Historical and sociological elements, while
definitely influencing the cevelopment of tactics, havse often coatributed
more to an operation, whila using the same fundamencals, being'different
in execution on the ground, The XKorean commdnder can, and dces, expecl
unwavering obedience to his coomards. His enforcement of discipline on
the battiefisld 111 be more shystcal, more direw:, than the Aner{can’s.
He can expect his soldiers to drive forward {n the face of danger with &

strong degree of agressiveness, loyalty, and speed. He can plan extended

. operations in tre winter, at night, without tmmediately responsive supply

lines. Ha will ba well-prepared for an operation, and when he conducis it

1t will be with ferccity and violence. In a tight situation, he might be

expected to counterattack when ap American force might continue tc defend.
e S - S
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Being fervently endowed with an awareness of the immediate threat
tqwhis nation's existence, the Korean soldier, if instilled with the
'préper dggree of “jungshin® hoped for by his superiors, will individually
'take'great pefsana] risks and help insure the success of an operation.

- Compared to & U.é. operations order whichevisualizes an attack through one
or two "phases" of an operation, the Korean ope+ations order wiil more
likely order the concept of an operaticn from start to finisH, More sig-
nificantly, the operation will probably be executed from start to finish

exactly as written.
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CHAPTER FOUR
MILITARY SYMBOLOGY

‘A1l the examples of operations overlays to be used in succeeding

chapters use some Korean symbology. Th}s Ehapter demonstrates differences
in U.S. and R.0.K. military symbology which can cause confusion in reading
operations overlays and consequently in conducting combineJ'operations.
Untit 1978 most Korean svmbols were the same as the Amarican, in-
cluding labels with American abbreviations, such as °FEBAY or "GOP".
| Problems with iess-educated soldiers caused the R.0.K. Army to revert to

Korean lettering. For example:

R.0.K. Symbol U.S. Symbol

Hep FEBA

|

fhEre are several differences in showing unit designations, partly

due to the Korean fegimental system and partly due to the Korean practice .

of omitting some parts of the designation on map symbois., First, Korean

companies are numbered, not lettered:

}& 0.5, Infantry Company ;? Koreanr InfantryVCompany

| R.0O.K. unit symbols show the designation of the unit and its im-
mediate parent unit. U.S. Army Symbofs include all parent unit data, al-
f; though it may sometimes be omitted. The example beiow is of & company of
- the 41st Fietd'Artillery Battalion, 18th Field Artillery Brigade, 12th Corps:
U.S. Symbol R.D.K. Symbol |

ADu-1875 2Dxar




" The Korean Army uses a completely different desighation system for
enemy units from the one it uses for friendly units. The U.S. Army uses
the same U.S. unit symbols for enemy units as it does for friendly units,
except that we draw the symbol in red or in double lines. For example:

Type Unit  R.0.K. Symbol .S, Symbol

Enemy Infantry '
Battalien. l B \

For some control measures, the South Korean Arny uses different

symbols (sometimes only slightly different), from the U.S. version.

Meaning R.0.K, Symbol y.S. Symbol
Airborne Drop
Zone. 7\'

' Always rectangular Usually circular

Some symbols are confusing to either R.0.K. cr U.S. soldiers be-

cause one country has units or concepts which the other country does not

use.
Meaning R.0.K. Symbol U S. Symbol
.50-Caliber Company , R NOo equivalent.
{ADA Role). w3 2
: SO
Airmobile Brigade. No equivalznt unit.

For the most part, the R.0.K. Army uses U.S. miiitary symbology.
It is the small differences which can Tead an officer of.eithar Army to
believe that he understands an operations overlay when he truly does not.
Improper communications can waste lives.

See Appendix E, R.0.K. Army Operational Graphics, for a more detailed

- account and. several examples of the differences in R.0.K. and U.S. military

symbology.
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CHAPTER FIVE
CONVENTIONAL OFFENSIVE CPERATIONS
GENERAL: U.S. A'ID KOREAN TACTICS.
U.S. Field Manual 100-5 lists five majo~ types of offensive op-

. e . y
erations; . the movement to EEEEEEE;_‘“E hasty attack, the deliberate

. attack, the pursuit and the ex leitation.4sz the movemert to contact the

unit moves on the battlefield with the least force possibile, with the
——-———----"——'——

- mission of deve]ofing the enemy situa:fon and preventing unn-zessary delay

of the main body.L When initial contact is made, the commander must make

the decisiorn to conduct a hasty attack or a deliberate attack. If an

e r——

attack succeedsVexplojtation and ersuit should etisue. In all cases, the

commander maintains only those reserves necessary to insure flexibility

and continued momentum, The Dictionary of United States Army Terms (AR

310-25) defines several other types of offensive actions, such as raids,

feints, diversions, reconnaissance-{..-force and demonstrations, but these

are generally “limited-objective, limited-scale, or specially designed" op-

'erations which follow the fundamentals of the hasty and deliberate attacks.!
The South Korean Army teaches five forms of offensive operations:

the movement to contact, reconnafssance-in-force, the coordinatas attack,

the exploitation (1{terally, "expansion of battle results”), and the pursuit.

In all five forms of offense, there are fQEE“EEifiilf_fﬁiﬂi_ﬂfnfiﬂffj?"

the éenetration. the frontal attack, the envelopment, and circyitous move-

ment. 2 The differences in tactical forms are apparent. The .Xoreans use

a8



the coordinated attack ana ouy the hasty attack; this is a~in reflectise
of the Korean nenchant for plznning. The recoanaistance-in-force, also, -
is considered a major form of attack operation. although it is specificall;
‘excluded as such ir FM 100-5. )
FM 100-5 stagus that the farce should ° use @ggggggﬁusgsgglsgsi_gs:

signad o take advdntagg of the tarrain, and to adapt to the likellhood of

enemy contact.”3 The experienced military officer, however, will recognize
T e —— .

the Korean forms of maneuver listed :hqve as carry-overs from prggiggs

editions of the American Fi4 1C0-5 and FM 61-100., 7o a major extent, %ihen,

the initial observation can be made that the R.N.¥. tactics are largely a
raflecticn ¢f American offensive operations during the last two decades.

In organizing for combat, one difference must be noted which fs mare

or less a tautology, yet is significant tc the application of combat power.

‘Sovth Korean forces seidom task-organize ~t battalion level, because there is

a very small percentage of mobile forces which can be used to crnss-attach,

Accordingly, most operations are conceived of 3s pure infantry operations.

In planning or directing an operation, the American operations order

L-format is used, One exception fs that the operations order is always written
at diQision tevel in the R.0.K, Army. It is generally said that the Korean

Army uses flowery phrascology in their operations orders, am! seldrm states

objectives and orders §n concrete terms. Fortunately, this i{s not true. A

&
[
B
el
&
&
43
3
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B
®
i

sample of a Kofean Army attack order is included at Appendix F, transiated
directly from the book, White Paper Tactics, which is a text designed to
| g‘ve "ideal" solutisns to operations orders, mission analyses, ana related
f%‘ actions for all forms of attack., The similarities to U.S5. orders are more

striking than are the differences.

43
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A vital part of nearly every operations order is the “Infiltration
Annex®, which includes sections on “Infiltration Routes, Attack Positions,

Link-up Sites, Fire Limitaticn Lines, and Organization of the Inf{ltrating

untt."4
]f THE COORDINATED ATTACK
' Planning for the coordinated attack begins with the mission analysis.
41 Task analysis includes the identification of specified tasks and implied
tasks, culminating in the restated mission. There are always specified f

tasks at division laevel. HNext, a ter analysis is conducted. This pro-

cedure begins with the identification of key terrain, which is a}ﬁays high
’ e e i e e s
ground and never a city. An objective(s) are then assigned. Avenues of

apgroach are a map overlay. Each avenue crosses all key

terrain alohg the route.
ke rationale for this is that North Koresan forces are terrain-

[{ fﬁ? oriented, and th2 South Korean Army believes that to be successful, all
“- i E;;E;Tﬁﬁst be destroyed in zone; consequently, a good avenue of approach
-y must take i‘'riendly forces across as many enemy positions as possible. A
X T T —
’ ; ﬁ% sample terrain analysis is shown on the following page at Figure 2.
w7
‘ﬁﬁ

[

50




e

/

e T TR —— M- e —
FIGURE 2: ATTACK TERRAIN ANALYSISS
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A division will normally conduct the attack with two regiments

" forward and one regiment in reserve, or "following.” [::termediate cbjec-

tives may be assigned to one or both aftacking regiment . A main attack

and a secondary attack are always designated in the operations order.
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The striking difference between the Korezn concept of the coeration
and the U.S. concept is the use of the "inf{ltration unit.” The reserve
regiment is normaliy tasked to pr~ovide 2 company-sized unit as the “special
mission unit, ground infiltration.® The infiltratior unit moves to an ob-
. | ) n ——
15551!9. efither by day or night, and pgggiggz“zire support for the advancing ad
main body. In additinn;'if detected, it serves é deception rule, deceiving Al »

the en as to the time and locatian of the main_atta:gl_

The infiltration company is normally attiched to the attacking

™~

regiment in closest proximity once the regiment has passed the company's

location.
TrE EXPLOITATION

...The exploitation requires the most (cmbat service support of all.

offensive operasions, and the support must be responsive. The Korean Ar-

_ my‘recognizes.Only twa oppsrtunities for conducting .é exploitation: the
' cgggig;fgﬁ_an_gzggg_fggm higﬁer authority to conduct the exploftaiior, or

-when the attacking unit has fully secured their obiective and reached the

"contral line." To understand the concept of an exploitation, one must

" res'ize that the Korean corps normally attacks with two divisions, while

one division follows the main attack. Ir the corps' main attack division
conducts the exploitation, 1t will be Joined hy the.corps‘"fol1ow1ng support®
division. but will lesve ore regiment in reservé. If the corps' supporting
attack division conducts the exploftation, it will conduct the action alcng,
leavidg one battalion fn reserve,

Tha object of the exploitation is to seize enemy artillery positions,

signal facilities and comand posts.5
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The overall concept for the exploftation varies 1{stle between
Korean and American doctrine. uith one notabie exception., Under the Ameri-

et s e i k2 e . e, -

can concept, it is norma‘ to use a previously uncommitted force to exploit.7

i, e e

o ——— e . s e

Under the Korean concept, the following fo ! is used to
exploit, combined with the previﬁu;ly cormitted mafn attack division. In /
the case whers the exploitation takes place from the secondary atzack's /
sector, only the previousl}-committ-t force is used.
MDV;HENT 109 CONTACY
> South Korean division, when planning fo~ the movement to co;-
tact, differentiates tetween courses of acticn only in the ;venue of appreach
to be utilized. Ir all cases, the operation {s conducted with tne division
reconnaissance battalion used as a “covering force,” folicwed by two ragi-
ments up and one reqiment back.
In the movement to contact, the divisfon dces task crganize. A

typical organization for combat would be simflar to that for an American

cperation, except that the organization wouid oe noticeably light in tamks.

Cormonly, the operation is cgggucteﬂ ~{th the 1{ght infantry division,

which forms twe "hattle groups™ or "regimental corbat teans.“a A typical

e ———

regimental corbat team might include aa infantry regiment, a tank company

gEﬁglgﬁgggl_gﬂ_gsgillgzz_battaiion (towed), an engineer company, 2nd two
R —— - WY

transportatfon trutk companfes. The reserve regiment {occasfonally a

battalion) follows at & distance up to 40 kilometers behind the advancing

9

regiments.
The U.3. and R.0.K, concept§ are not dissimilar, except'jn the na-
ture of the forces used to conduct the operition. "brom the American point

)
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of view, mobility

movement t3 contact. It is difficult to imagine an entire divisfcr: .3ded

in 2% ton trycks,
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and firepower well forward are the key to sucouwss of the

advancing to meet tha enemy. Again, however, on2 nust

consider the Korean Army's degree of mobiiity and combat organization.

RECONNATSSANCE IN FORCE

The Korean reconnaissance in force {s conducted somewhat similarly

to a movement to contact, except that each regiment provides one reinforced

battalion to march to the regiment's front as a recon-i{n-force unit. The

-

operation is normally conducted with two regiments forward and one

following.m

The Korean concept differs from the American concegt only in {ts

rlassification.

In its execution, it is merely 2 varfant on the movement

to contact, except that it is obvicusly rore time-censuming. Whereas U.S.

doctrine terms it

a special operation, the R.0.X. Army considers the re-

connafssance in force tc be a separazte form of operation.

PURSUIT

The purpose of Korean pursyit operations is the destructicn of

enemy forces; thus, the objective of & pursuit is <re enemy unit. A re-

view of Korean doctrine on this subject revesls na significant difference

between U.S, and R.0.K. concepts. Again, however, a difference {s apparent

in that the pursuft would normally be conducted utilfzing the light fnfantry

Ma somewhat difficult concept considering that the North Korean

W
forces are relatively tank-heavy. Addition2lly, since attack helicopters

—————— e

are controiled at

e ——————

Corps level and higher, the responsive comat power con-

4 i 29
\sidered essentid)

¢n an American pursuit operation is lacking.

—
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- ward, and one in reserve.! As a rule, seventy percert of R.0.K. Ay
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SPECIAL ATTACK OPERATIONS

Specific, or "special” ogperations conducted within the conventiconal

scenario by R.0.%X. forces include the night at~ack, cold weather operations,

e

sirmobile operations, river-crossing operztion$, mpuntain operztions, and !

fortified area operations. The discussion of afirmbile operations will be

TR

deferred until Chapter Eight,

The Nicht Attack -

The night attack is basicaily the same as that executed by the U.S,

Armry, with two exceptions. First, illumination is seldom used. A =zajor * ,
criterion, which is rather puzzling, is whether the enemy has used {llumi- i

pation previously. Second, indirect fire support 1s‘seldon used, for fear i

of disclosing artillery or mortar positions by muzzie flash., The night

attack, as is the day attack, 15 normally executed with two regiments for-

tactical training is conductes at nignt.

fold Weather Operations

“Snow and Cold Terrain Operations™ are considered 2 separate case

by the R.0.K. Army, ostensibly because of Xorea's bitter winter wezther,

' ind the emphasis on deirg constantly prepared to fight primarily on Koresn

sofl. Specia sfderations include extended positioning of forces, in-
i
E;g;;gd use of railroads, increasec use of lakes ard "*rs.es, and decreased !

use of night operations. Infantry would be fully utilized, and armor would
_-“""'—-_...._.,_____________& e,

e r——

he employed until the attaimment of “{ce critical® weather condition.
Special training fnvolves the use of both skt infantry units and bobsled

infantry units.lz The only major difference cetween American and ¥orean
— ‘

o
L8 1)
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cold weather operations, however, lies in degree of

Eil_South Xorean soldfers recefve intensive, activg tra

In additidn. the relative inuyrement of the Scuth Kerean to
cnld weather 3llows much greater initial utiiization

soldier {n winter than the American soldier.

River-Crosiing Operations

For the river-crossing operation, crossing sites of from 200 to .
meters are selected. BSoth MATE floating bridges and ponton bridges are
enployed, supported from corps level. There are ro significant differences

between R.0.K.-U.5. factics in this area, except for quantity and guality

I
ﬂ

of river-crossing equipment used.

~

Mountain Qrerations (Mountain-Peak Operaticns)

.

A Although mcuntain operations are, {n the U.S. -Army, basicaily the

. exclusive domain of Ranger and Special Forces units, the same operations

? are & cormon tactical matter in the South Xoredn Arty, since much of the
.countrysida is mountainous. Principle means of transport for mountsin op-
s

.;.f{ erations are iopressed or paid laborers and packhorses. The 0ot mortar
: T

i3 used as the principle fire support weapon. Becaute of terrain opstruction,

It

i

wire communicatinng are used extensively. Whenever possible, the frliowing
wm———_

scenarfo s used for a divisfon attack {n mountainous terrain, Two regf-
—— - S ———

ments attack, while one regiment remsins in reserve. £ach regiment attacks
- "_"-\____________.

a_separate designated hilltop. _An afr infiltration untz, rormally a rein-
forcad battalion, conducts efther an airborne or airmebile assault onto an

13

adjacent hilltop, to support the operation by fire.

ey
RIS E v e
-
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The main difference here with American tactics

tration unit, a concept not used in the U.S. Army for mou
In addition, the Americans would seldom, if ever, commit reg.
troops or a troop unit of this size to an attack in the mountai.

: »
Fortified Area Operations

For attack of a fortified position, the infantry division rece

the following attachments as a rule: a tank battalion, a Field artiltlery

battalion, a Qﬂ&mical comﬁffs, a Tield engineer battalion, and miscellanecus

combat service support elements, The operation is highly coordinated. A

. e S T e
ground infiltration unit (battalion} secures an ovjective near the princi-

e,

_—-_‘——____.—'&"_ -
pal objective, to provide fire support and to block enemy reinforcémEnts. -~

—r————

- e S » - . . = .
Once this is accomplished, an airmobile bgg;gll22_§e1zes an objective to

— S

the rear, to block_enemy egress. Then, two regiments of the division con-

| duct the ot ¢ use

duct the main attack. The use of fire support is limited, to minimize

y | friendly casualties,l4
n : ? ‘ . The unique characteristic of the South Korean operation is, obvidusly,
f 'ZC__the uﬁe of the infiltration units.
“ y ‘ SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN AMERICAN AND KOREAN OFFENSIVE TACTICS
;_; Although the development of South Xorean offensive tactics closely
' ( parallels United States dobtrine. there are significant differences which

may hinder a combined operation. It may be argued that much of Korea's

offensive doctrine is basically the same as that espoused by the U.S. in
\ older versions of FM 61-100, yet the current differences must be recognized.

Younger officers and NCOs trained in the latest U.S. doctrine most probably
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have no conception whatsoever of what American tactics were in the past,

nor are they aware of their application to the R.0.X. Army. In addition,

the South Loreans have tailored all of these tactical techaiquas to the
Korean soldier and the Xorean terrain and wéather.
~ As has been shown in this chapter, there are various de’initional

differences between the two nations' tactics. The hasty attack, for ex-
ample, is not studied by the Korean Army officer. '

Korean operations revolve around the infantry division. Mobility
and firepower, compared to U.S. units, will be greatly inferior. The
principal form of transportation used by the infantry division in the attack
is the truck.

Additionally, task organization, as understoed in the U.S., is a
less significant factor in Korean planning. )

The principal objective of the attack is the destruction of ali
| ;E; : enemy forces in zone, as well as the reteptiun of key terrain, Since North
|- i 2? Korean troops are expected to be disposed along key terrain, avenues of

approach are selected to cross probable enemy objectives whenever possible.

Enemy forces are seldom, if ever, bypassed for later “mop-up" action, as
is allowed by U.S., doctrine.

Rather than employing the involved U.S. techniques for computing
relative combat power, Korean attacks are “normally” conducted with the
familiar "two up and one back" approach.

In the exploitation phase,of an operafion, the Koréan corps normaily
explo1ts with comnitted un:ts as well as uncommitted units, as opposed to

L]

the u.s. employment of uncomnltted units only
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Hountafn operations differ significantly from the correspanding

u. S. tactics. Infantry units ‘are emp!oyed and pack horees are maintAined

_in readiness for such operations. The use of an air infiltration unf' by
the R.0.K.s fis algo uynique.
Fortified arca operations, afso, are distinguished byithe use of
I air and grouna infiltraczion units. '
"""""" It can be seen from the foregoing &iSCussion that the differences
in modern Korean and Aﬁer!can of fensive tactics are significant. The actual
impact of these differences will be discussed in Chapter Twelve.
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CHAPTER SIX

CONVENTIONAL DEFENSE TACTICS

Korean defensive tactics, as time progresses, will become in-
creasingly divergent from !!.S. tictics is the United States Army beccmes
fully indoctrinated in the active defense.* The Korean co-rept of defense,
although unique in its ;vn righkt, was originally patterned after American
defensive doctrine. As with the offense, the similarities will grow less
distinct with time, as nes generations of U.S. soldiers arise xnuwing
modern (or future) tactics, but with little or no knowledge of‘past u.s.
doctrine.

Nor does the Korean "failure" to adopt the active defense repre-

sent a lack of “"progressiveness.” The active defense was developrd to
\-_,_,.___‘__

—

meet today's ever-chanring threat. The South Korian defense is designed
—"—_""-""'“—-————-—-—-—-—-_._‘

to counter a "known" threat offensive technique, and there i little in-

centive to change one‘s tactical thinking because the Americans have changed
theirs. This chapter first defines the U.S. active defense, then addresses
the Korean forms of defense, concluding with a comparison of the two

countries’ doctrine.

*The active defense is stressed here to emphasize the greatest
possible differences between U.S. and Korean tactics. U.S5. doctrine still
allows for the position defense by pure infantry forces, but the active de-
fense is the primary U.S. type of cefanse. See FM 71-101 (now in final
draft}, FM 7-55 {being written), and FM 7-20 for the positicn defense, Al-
though IX Corps in Japan, which has the contingency mission for Korea, con-
sists of straight Tnfantry divisions, ! am_3§§ﬁﬁTﬁﬁ_fﬁ—f_gﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬁFir—d#VTSTOnS

ch cou & comm Ter Eurxng 2 Korean War would be mechanized.

O
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THE AMERICAN ACTIVE DEFENSE

Perhaps the greatest divergence from previous docirine is the em-

phasis on furce orientation cof the active defense, contrasted ta the form

orientation of previous doctrine. No londer are "types” of defense speci-

fied. Also, rather than concentrating_op kéy terrain and its_retention.
a unit now concentrates on destroying the enemy force.

On the modern battlefield, an American force .wst operate on ex-
tended frontages, defend outnumbered with austere forces, and fight on a
highl 1ethalland mobile battlefield. We plan to face an enemy who uses
"} combined arms formations, penetration.tactics and a2 heavy concentration of
\ artillery. '

The active defense was designed t2 utilize wide frontages, allow
forces to fight, outnumbered, a highly mrbile enemy force, and provide for
defense in depth. The active defense is force-oriented, but terrain utili-
zation remains highly important. The purpose is to stop the enemy, so that

H . ' ' } we can go on the offense, i.e., "win the first battle."
: I

The active defense may be defined as "target servicing.* Corps

H ; . through brigade-level units service enemy units, and battalion through

platoons service enemy weapon systems.

s

Within the active defense, two alternatives may be employed. When

the enemy situation is nd most of the terrain is suitable for avenues
Ef;ggprOAch. a balanced defense is utilized. When there is gcod 1nte111:

gence or when the terrain is so restrictive that it is relatively easy to
et rrr—

identify avenues of approach, a weighted defeqse is employed. These terms

e et . - i a— e —— .

do not reflect forms of defense; they merely indicate alternatives for the
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nipg.of units. Tiz active defense is based on sound derensive tac-

tics and fundamentals--not forsa. In short, the_active defense is a common-

sense approach to fighting the battle.
p— .

In the defense, the bulk of anti-armor wespons systems are lccated ;:>>

in the covering fo.ce, which has_taken on greatly increased significancn.

The covering force actually fights a defensiveebattie in depth to inflict

losses on enemy forces and to deceive the enemy as to the disposition of

e
the furces in the area. Tue covering force does not conduct a dalay; it

fights a defensive battle.

Units in the main battle area most commonly receive non-restrictive

missions, such as “defend in sector." The most common restrictive mission

used s "retzin’', ar order which does rot mean to "hold key terrain.” A
e e, - ——— i

miss.on to "retain Hill 1010" does not imply that 2 commander must physically

© . occupy the hill, so long as he has the terrain under friendly control.

Reserves in_ :tive defense will be small, perhaps a company at

brigade level. Reserve force missions may include Jefense in depth, counter-

attack by fire, limited objective crunterattacks, obstacle construction or

rear area security.

Althuugh unit sectors are still used as control measures in the ac-
Nl AL

tive defense, the battle position is more common. The concept of battle

positions is that a force may be requiréd to displace rapidly 1n response

to an enemy threat or in response to a requirement to thicken the main
battie arca elsewhere., It is apparent from all the concepts of the active

defense that a highly nmobile force is critical to its a 3o ﬁ\l
—
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MAJOR SOUTH XOREAH DEFENSIVE.TACTICS
The South Korean Army lacks the mobility and the long-range weapons
to successfully ado activa_defense. Additionally, the terrain, par-

ticularly in the northern secior of the country, dues_nat“prgmlgg_gggga

success, unless one were to plan for intensive use of easily-interdictable

roads. Accordingly, the Korean defense has been adapted to the Korean

situation.

The two major forms of Korean defense are the area defense and the

mohile defense. Special cases of the defense will be discussed separately
below.
In deciding between the mobile and the area defense, the following

factors are considered: enemy aviation, mobility, HBC, and firepower; the

mission; terrain; available units, and time., in determining courses of

——

action for the defense, the b;ttle is mentally fought in several stages,

with countermea eveloped for h of the sev tages: The GOP
battle, the FEBA battle, the enemy's penetr>tion, friendly counterattack,
anti-tank and anti-infiltration measures, and the rear area battle.?
The following control measures are required on the operations
overlay:
1. Location of the GOP.
2. Location of the COP.
a, Checkpdints.
b. Contact points.
€. Link-up points.

3. The FEBA.,
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:4. Unit sector boundaries.

5. Location of the command post.

- B quckihg positions, Only those under direct control of the
3. '

.

issuiné uﬁit are normally depict;d on the overlayv.
The Area Def-nse
The principles of the Korean are; &efense differ Yittle from the
former Americar concept. Again, though, as with tne offense, the planning
' and assumptions will vary. The reader_wi]l recall from Chapter Twe that

the Morth Xorean Army {s terrain-oriented. Accordingly, when avenues of

approach are analyzed, a two-step approach is erploved. First, key terrain
in the defense sector is identiffed. Each secment of key tevvain is
ctrcled, Next, the most probable svenues ieading across a1l ey terrain
are identified, apd an énalysis and corparison ¢f the avenues are uade.
Such U.S. considerations as canalizing and hindering terrazin are only con-

sidered during the final amalysis. A sample terrain analysis is presented

on the ‘ollowing page.

€5
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routine to

FIGURE 3
OEFENSIVE TERRAIN aNALYSIS?

: 853
wd 1 it

numerous "school solutions™ &t the Korean Army (college, 12 is

actually identify the key terrain €irst, and then to “draw in”

s

avenues of

approach which reatly fit the unit boundartfes. The resultant

o

solutir=s,

then, lesave some doubt concerning the depth of 2nalysis erployed
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In general, the area defense is terrain-orfented. An arder 0

“hold key terraian” {s commen, as it recently war in 4.2, Zoctrine, and as

fr st11l is in many NATQ countries, (ross-attachirg s seldom done, again

e = e

Aarr e g A

for the reason that there s 3 shortaces 37 arrmr. & Concedt of the Co-
eration from & tynical Scuth Xorean gefanse order is.:re;entpd telow:

For this cperation, th~ 34th Infaniry YegiTent in the
aast and Lne ISth Infantry Rej'ment in the west constitute
the main defensi e ares, arma in order 3 ensure comtrol of
tha main deversive 2res, tne 36th Invantry legirment reliins
on-order operagional control of the 4Ath #attalion, 3d4:in *
Regiment, anit acts as Jivisicn reserve, as the givision Zon-
cucts an area Zefanse. inittialiy the 36th Infantry Regiment
{=)}{Rainforced) corgoses tne generz]l outoose unti. 12 §59tem-

bver, 20:30 hoers, and delays forward
for 24 hours Sr ~cre, . , De-
comes div FESarve and jives ﬂriori'y 2 tn 35tn Infan- .
try Regiment sectar and jresares 21 -Se Tommit

The division must sazure the Ttne from :i!t E?S—ﬁill 2585.
Hill 150-v111 265, Snoule tuis orove iopossible, «e biocck

the enemy forward of tne line Lonnecting Usungsang and Croong-
sung Mountain.?

ine pattern *¢r the area defense can De se¢2n :a thiy cne short

paraqraph, The division normally defends with two regivests in the main

battle arez (main defense area) and with one rejiment fn the covering force

("JP unit"}, which fignts a delaying aciton. Uron withdrawsl from the

GOP. the regiment becomes division reserve, 3 _regimental.yized reserve

is the rule fur the defense, The reserve ‘orce may 5S¢ vsed $0 reinvorce

a heavily-engaged regiment or :ay be used %0 counterattack., A Counter-
attack annex is ofton artached to the operations order. The misgion of

"countergtiack hy fire™ 1: not considered appropriate.

The orientation, 8gain, 1s on tne retention of tervain. The
/‘-—-——-—-—.—-—-—w__-’—_- e —
difterences in the Korsan area defense and the Ameriu n ac'iv- deferse are.

s5¢ Obvigus that they need only be sunmarizad. ne size of »ne reserve.

(3 L
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force a-:_c the "lethod of utiiizing 1% are different, and the 4.5, Army's

omohas1s on enemy orie ntle 4iffarent. The methods

for aralyzing enemy avenues of approach could very wel?l cause d1sagreements'[

in corbined operations concerning optimum Jispiacement of forces.

The Mobile Dafense

#1thoysn the Scuth <orean & "{ USES 1 MEtrik to determine whether

to employ the area defenss or (ne nonile defevse. iz {3 apparent that the

cnotle defense will generally ve erployed in :3:,_;12__§gstor the 8.0.X.

Arsmy s single mechanized divisidn iﬁy be pos*ciqaed ine mobile defense

requires mechanized or armor forces.

shen possidle, cross-a;tazhment o¥ forces 15 utflfzed, but 2 sys- :)

tem of reinforcing mechanized units with armored units is more coomon.
Whercas the ouective of the area defense is to hold tarrain, the

purpose of the mobile defense iipthe “annihilation of enewy units.” th

types of defense utilize the GOP 2s 3 security meaéure. but in the main

battle arez, tne ares defanse ytilizes the majority of the division’s com-

" bat strength, whereas the mobfle aefense utilizes "minimum cobat strencth,™

Co.versely, wnile & givision commander would exploy an “aporuoriate unit”
as the reserve {n the ares defense, he would emplov rmechanized mein force
units #s the reserve !n & mobile defense. The purpose of the Zounterattack
in the area defense is the restoration of the FESA, wihile in tne mobite de-
fense it s the annthilation of the enemy.5

Oﬁe divergence fn U.S. vs; R.C.K, thought is noteworthy. In the

_degcription above, the word “annih{latinn™ ts chosen deliherately over the

word "destruction.” One aspact of Xorean military thought, as cnunclated

€3
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in the Xorean “Fighting Man's Creed®, {s the “total annfhilation of the
torth Karean puppét forces”. . ."down ta the last man."” American thought,

on the other hand, seldom brings the fighting down to such a personal

level,
In the'mobiTe defens ' . A plan

———

and overlay are recared t a’ e tack
plan” s prenared oal vel and higher, A sample ccncept of the

operation is presented below. N

For this operation, lst Brigade in the west ana 2¢
Brigade in the east form the main defensive area, and with
the 3d Brigade irn reserve, division conducts a ewbile de-
fense, st and 2d Brigades block the enemy's attack, and
the 3d 8rigade, as division reserve, exetutes & counter-
attack to annihilate enemy units in the mouth of tre pene-
tration. Initially the 3d Brigade is organized as & task
force {‘'special mission unit') ant {s. utilized as the
covering torce, and after withdrawing on order, becomes
¢ivision reserve. The division, in order ta cunduct the
counterattack, must secure the line connecting Hill C-Hill
D-Hil1 £-Hill F, and #f 1t becomas impossible to accomplish
the defense mission in the first forward defense area, must
b;gcr t,e enemy forward Of the i1ine cunneesing Hitl A ang
Hill :

Key points of this paragraph are that the mechanfzed division {s

T
organized into bdricides fnstead of regiments, but more significantly the

concept of the o * lates most of the principies of the mobile

defense'enunciatad earlier, which ware extracteﬁ‘ffﬁﬁ"he tame chapter of of

[___the same book! The major difference between this ccncept of the operation

and the one presented for the & 24 defense ‘s that th= units are mecnan-

o

12ed, and the resarve unit will conduct a counter:ttack. rather than having

a counterattack as one of their possib!e mfssions In a1l the mob{le de-

fense scenarigs fn fastructional material at the Xorean Army College, the
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concept of the operation is the same in principle. Rather than assuming
trat the R.0.K. Army does not “know how™ to conduct 3 mobile éefenﬁe, hCw-
aver, it 15 more realistic to assee that the congept repressants the
Xorean version of the former U.5. mobile defense.

it was mentioned esrlier that the mobile defense is basically re-
stricted to the few mechanized units in the Karean Army: however, R.0.K.
tzctical doctrine does allow for conduct of thé mobile defene dy the in-
fantry divisfon. The infantry division might cosduct a "mobile defense”

.

as follows. In the terxtbook exarple below, 3 tank battalfon has been
tank DaLtauion hds Jeem

attached to an infantry division. The tank battalion is cdesicnated as

divisio; reserve. along with one of the infantry ragirents. One tank com-
pany 1s attached to the covering force, and detacred when the GOP amission
{s compiete. One tank company is attached to a ‘ront-line regiment, ex.
cept that one platoon fs attached t3 the otner front-line regiment. The
advantages of attaching a ank platoon to aﬁ infantry regiment wil® rot ke
debated here. In this scenario, there are ne transporiation corpanies

either attiched or organic. Parzgraph Ja of the aperations order reads ..

follows:

This operatfon 1s &4 mobile defense witn 3Ilst infaatry
Regiment (~1) in the west, and 324 [nfantry Pegiment in the
east forming the furward defense area, and the jld Infantry
Regiment (-1) and Sth Tank Battalion in reserve,

Initially, “rom the reserve, trne 33d Infantry Regiment
{«1) (Reinf)} serves as the GOP, and cn order, after with.
drawing from the GOP, becomes division reserve.

3lst Infantry Regiment (-1} secures its assigned sector
and 32d Infantry Regiment, while dlocking the enemy’s attack
along the area dordering Highway 51, guards.the area desig-
nated for the division counterattack and secures variocus |
areas along the sector.

|

EoE TS

et o



33d Infantry Regiment {-1), in order to destroy
enemy units in the mouth of the penetration, as divi-
sfon reserve conducts a counterattack, and gives
priority to the 32d Infantry Regiment's sector, and
will be committed.

Division must secure the line connecting Hill 140,

- H¥11 135, Hi1l 130 and Hili 120, and in case the

mission of defending in the forwagd defense area be-
comes impossible to accomplish, must block the enemy
forward 05 the line connecting Hill 210, Hill 215 and
Hi11 220.

It is difficult to address this concent of the opération withour
making some value judgments. First, it is hard to imagine a dismounted.
infantry regiment {(albeit reinforced with tanks) conducting a covering
force operation, conducting a passage of lines, withdrawing through another
ten to fifteen kf]ometers of the main battle area, then conducting a
codnterattack against a possibly mobile force. The entire conceptualization

~ of the mobile defense demanqs a mounted force capable of fast reaction,
and at Iéasf passessing the same degree of mobility as the enemy force.
.-L;ZEElEEE_Ef the plausibility of the mobile defense conducted by
J,// disﬁohnted-infantry, however, it is 2 ;;;t of South Korean tactical decc-
<\§\\\ trine. The difference bétween ghis operation and American tactics is easily

St
-~ stated. There is no such corresponding tactic ‘n American Army doctrine.

As a closing point to this section, however, a major difference in
expression in Korean operations orders is apparent in the preceding three
order extracts. The Korean defense order specifically uses terminology to
address an'altcrnate course of action to be used éhou!d the agcemplishment
of the original orgder becore "icpossible”. Thelterminology would be con-

sidered "defeatist" in American terms, and would not be used. For morale

71



reasons, also, the identification in words of the main attack and the
supporting attack in an offense operations order is not done in the United
States Army, although it is the rule in the corresponding R.0.K. Army

order.
SPECIAL FORMS OF DEFENSE

The Mountain Defense

.

Although considered a separate form of dafense, the mountain de-
fense is actually a form of area or position defense conducted ir moun-
tainous terrain. The R.Q.K. Army feels. that the mountain defense is ad-

"—"_"‘_——--_______—--"""'---
'vantageous in many circumstances because, while they are'able to_firein-
ge y circu ne , W 3 ___fﬂﬂ,,flr

ieact=fire weapons with a consistent degree of accuracy, an attacking enem

cannot use indirect fires effectively. In particular, if strongpoints are
———

prepared beforehand, even attack aircraft and attack helicopters would be

relatively ineffective. A mountain i$ also difficult to attack on foot.
/ In addit}on, in a division defense, it is difficult for the enemv to locate

and attack the “rear" elements.?

Prerequisites for success of the mountain defense are coordinated

?\ Tong-distance security and effrctive indirect-defense fires, bringing the

enemy into close combat, and alrapid counterattack.10

In developing courses of action for the mountain defen;ei_oneJor_
two peaks are chosen to defend, Avenues of approach leading to the moun-

- i ‘ o
tain pea.s are then selected, and battalions are.allocated to-each avenue

of approach. These battalions defend dcproximate1y fifteen kilometers for-
ward {and down) from the peak. A smalier number of battalions defend appre

imately vive kilometers frcm the peak, and a counterattack farce, scmetimes



reinforced with tanks, provides the final defense. With the exception of
_unit dispositions, the principles of the defense become basically the same
as the area defense, sincé the friendly forcec hold key terrain, and the

reserve regiment may also be used to thicken units in contact. In Figure

4, below, a division is defending Hills 749 and 995.
FIGURE 4
OVERLAY FOR THE MOUNTAIN DEFENSE}! :

Since this operation is a separate operation entirely, in comparist

to U.S. tactics, little room is left for discusston. Suffice it to say th
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3 reasonable American commander would take the Xorean mountains into con-

sideration far planning a defense, but he should aiso be aware that a

‘neighboring R.0.K. unit will probably be trained in specific aspects of

| the undertaging.

The Broad-fFront Defense o

The broad-front defense is, of course, a type of defense assumed
when the division is compellied to defend on a wider front than'usual.
Additionally, it may be deliberately adopted when the enemy situation is
vague or when the enemy force is assumed to be armor-heavy. Since the
friendly force will be nrimarily infantry; this type of defense relies on
max fmum dispersﬁi of troops and maximum utilization of long-range anti-

armor weapons, primarily the TOW. The key element in planning for this op-

.eration is the formulation of a detailed anti tank-attack plan. In other

aspects, however, such as in the operations order, it is referred to as an
area defense. As such{ it does not require detailed analysis, but should

be treateﬂ asla separate czse of the areé defense. 12

" Other Special Cases

Other forms of defense which are coqsidered special cases by the
Seuth Xorean Army are the isolated defense, the all-around defense, the
defense-to-the end, and the perimeter defense.. Because these are special
cases and because they correspond almost directly with special caseé in
the United Staces Army, they will be addressed oniy briefiy here,

The {sclated defense occurs when a unit is separated from {45 parent
unit. The corresponding tactics are similar to the American tactics called

"Breakout of Encircled Forces.*

24



The perimeter defense is generally a small-unit tactic, essentially
the same és.the y.5. use in Vietnam.
"t‘ﬂ'-fhe all-around defense is not to be confused with the principle
which states that a good'defense provides for all-around defense and de-
fense in depth. Rather, the all-around defense} as a speciai case, is used
when the flank sitﬁation fs unclear. In this case, subordinate commanders
are simply given more freedom of action to maneuver forces andtto re-orient
blocking positions. ‘

The defense-to-the-end is rather unique. Rather than being a
fight to the last man against overwhelming odds, as the name would imply,
the defense-to-the-end is designed to hold a vital position; which cannot
be relinquished. The goal is to build a strong defense, sufficient to de-
stroy the enemy. The Korean forge is to fight tenaciously, with renewed
vigor (jungshin) to ki1l a1l the invading forces. A withdrawal is forbidden,
so in some cases, a fight to the death may indeed be the résu]t.

SUMMARY OF TACTICAL OIFFERENCES

Most of the differences in Korean and American defense tactics re-
volve around the fact that Korea has rnot adopted the active defense. Con-
sequently, R.0.K, forces fight a terrain-oriented battle, whereas U.S.
troops fight a force-oriented battle. There are great differences in the
level of mobility of U.S. vis-a-vis Korean combat units in general, but
considering the composition of the U.S5, 2d Infantry Oivision, these
differences would be minimized_in the event.of hostiiitieé.jn,Korea.

Nevertheless, the major difference in goal orientation in the de-

fense could lead to, severe houndary problems if the U.S. division were to

15
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fight a defense side-by-side with a Korean division. With the Koreans de-

termined to figgfhfg_ﬁglg_ng_jggggigi_ggg_mgiﬂ_force would be expected to

———

be in a static'positjgg_fgg_an_extﬁnded_hazind_aﬁ_zime. At the same time,
the Americans might be moving to nrew-defensive—positions, and a severe gap
._h_______.-_-—_.———.—-‘-—""'—“‘—" ~ . .

could be created in control of the battle. Equally unacceptable, Korean

troops not familiar with_thé active defense could perceive the American

forces as withdrawing, and panic could ensue.

77 The Korean procedures for analyzing avenues of approach and de-

) veloping courses of action are quite dissimilar from the American approach.
This factor would have minimum impact on combat operations, but would
probably cause misunderstanding and disagreement among R.0.X. and U.S.

’cfficers planning combined operations,

Concurrent with the change in American tactics, the Korean force

now uses a relatively larger reserve force, hoth for the area and the mo-

bile defense. This fac*or has no impact on combined operations.

The mobile defense using a mobile forces is nearly identical to
the previous U.S. concept, the only significant difference being the em~
phasis on annihilation of the enemy. There is no U.S. doctrine.for. the
mobile defense u ismounted..infantry.

The mountain defense, as conceived by the R.0.X. Army, may or may
not be the same as U.S. forces may fight. As a separate form of defense,
it {s a unique case when compared to American doctrine.

The othér reméining forms of defense or special cases pose no
problems to cbmbined operations, except that it would be difficult to

. persuade an American unit cross-attached to a Korean division to
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willingly partjcipaté in the defense-to—ihe-eno. gince this is 3 unique

operation, however, it seems unlikely that a YXorean commander would even

consider issuing such an crder to 2 division comprised cartly of foreign :

~ troops. ' .
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CHAPTER SEVEN

"ATRBORNE OPERATIONS
Although the airtorne capability of the Repunlic of Korea Army {s
limited, the Army does plan and train for airborne assaults. Airborne

/\‘
units do exiszt, yet they are dependent ugon {. S. tactical airlift support,

since the Korean Air force has cancentrated on the acguisition of .1ghter-

bomber aircraft. One might claim that differences in R.0.K. and U.S.
e o P

airborne operations are a moot point, since there are no U.S. airborne
—

units in Korea. In the event of war, however, Y.5. airborne units would

probably be a part of our committed forces.
SIMILARITIES BETWEEN R.0.K. AND U.S. OPERATIONS
Unlike normal offensive and defensive operations, airborne operations
are a category in which doctrine has beeﬁ borrowed largely from Amefican
concepts. _
Airborne operations are joint operations; support by the Air Force

is essential. Within the Rapublic of Korea, the command mechanism for co-

ordinating airborne operations is the R.0.K./U.S. Comhined Forces Command.
T e

Logistical and transport support, as well as U.S. doctrinal assistancg.

enhance the {nteroperability of these operations.
Both nations use a similar coordination system, coﬁposed of an Army

Alrground Operations System and 2 Tactical Airfoece Control System. The .

Army system is composed of a departure airfieid control group and an arrival

afrfield control group. The Tactical Airforce Contro} System consists of

- an atrlift control element, an afr forces combat cantrol team, and the Army

assault team.

9
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Tie planning system and procedures are essentially the sire in both

countries. Both Armfes develop & marshaling plan, an afr movement :ian,
& landing plan and a ground tactical pian. The <ame co-siderations are
used 1n selecting drop zones. The purpose of conducting the airborme assaulc
.-fs‘the.same. There are few differeaces in either combat support o~ corhst
service supﬁo;t planniag or execution.
OIFFERENCES BETWEEN R.0.K. AND LS. OPERATIONS
The first difference is minor and appears in the planning prase.
U.S. doctrine calls for an “ideal” drop zone to be at least 2720 meters in
length, to allow for dropping a full 1o0ad of personnel frem both docrs of
a C-130.1 ' Shorter drop zones'are accomodaﬁed. of course, by making more
| passes to discharge personnel. The Korean ﬁethod ¢ selecting drop zones
is to locate rectangular strips of suitable land, which are 0.5-1 kilom2ter
wide and 1 - 2 kilometers long.2
o .S, a{rborne operations are often undertaken to secure terrain
fdr-later 1andin§s by afrmobile ﬁnits or an air cavalry combat brigade.
Because of the paucify of such units in Korea, the airborne operation is
mare_oftén concefved as a separae action, with.its own immediate objectives,
although link-up with another nnit is usyally executed after the objectives
have been secured.
‘ Since.lafge-eqqipment airlift capacity is timited, aEmor units
will seldom be used; hence, the Koreén afirborne operation is primarily a
light {afantry tactic. ' '
Differences in the ground tacticai phase can bést be observed by

showing a sample oparations overldy for a U.S. and a Korean assauls, It

3
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is {mportant to remember that eacn of these figures are reoresentative of

operations, and not {ntended to represant an jdeal solution for 3 general

case. -
FIGURE §

SAMPLE U.S. ARMY A]RBCRNE OPERATION

3

WINE
YELLOW

41

3 \0:}:} P - LINE
202 ACH BLUE
S— __f#

In the operation depicted in Figure 5, the U.S. 102¢ A{rtorne

Divisfion conducts & parachute assault with the 2d Brigade as the Fhase |

assault echelon. The 2d 3rigade, with 1-16 Armor (-) attached, secures

Objectives A, B, € dnd 0, establishes anti-armor defenses, and sacures

e Tttt et .



areas for aviation elements. In Phase I, the 3¢ 8rigade conducts a ﬁara-
chute a;sau]t and assunes responsihility for Objectives C and B, A field
artillery ba:ta!ioh 1s 2 part of each assault echeIOn.‘ An air cavalry
squadron (-) provides reconnaisssnce and security. 1-16 Armor i-) bacomes
division reserve on order, with each brigade pEoQidiqg one Compaiy for
attachment to the armor battalion for the ;eserve-mission.a

Doctrinally, the reserve may consist of elements of the araor

vattalioa, airdorne infantry, znd attached helicop:ers.s

Attachmants to a brigade for.an airborne assault normally include
one 105-millimeter how!tzer battalion, an engineer compary, & medical com-
pany, a Torward ares sjgnal center platoon, ar MP platoon, a detachment

from the QM airdrop equipment support-compény. and tacticz) afr control
&

parties,
FIGURE &
SAMPLE R.0.X. ARMY AIRBORNE OPERATIONT
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-A_battalion of the jEd Regiment is the division Eeserve. Division troops
~ include the engineer battalion (-}, a»helicopter battalion, in armored re-

connaissance battalfon {4 platoons per corpany), and ane TACP.

='fhe fdrm whick poses the fewest problems to coxbined operations. The dif-

. For the R.0.X. Asmy operation, three regiments comprise the 3ssault
forces. Attachments to each regiment include a field artillery battalion

(105, towed), an engineer :.~pany and four tactical atr contirol parties.

Tﬁ understand the differences in cangents, one must undersiand the
differences in diagrmuniﬁg. See Appendir G ror a detailed explanaticn of
figure 6. o

Rather than assigning the sSecurity mission o the air cavalry, the
division’s orgaric armored reconnaissance tattalion performs the mission.
This {s the result of a difference in organization, there being no afr ?
cavalry in the R.0.K. division.

~ SUMMARY OF TACTICAL DIFFERENCES

Of the tactics discussed so far, airborne operations constitute

ferences demonstrated in the precgding discussior are re!ativety fn1§§n1-
ficant, revolving more around command and control than the tzceical form ::)
feself. - o - TR
The Korean ds vision carrie' onsiderably less combat support witi
it. Signal, Quartermaster and mt!itary police units are left {n the divi-
sion rear. The infantry 1s expected to be se'f-sufficient and prepared to
react quickly to other situations. Tank uni*s ure not normally a Dart of

the airborne operation,




,Flanning at the Korean givision level {s mor: dctaiIed than the
.5, equivalent, (See Append{x G). Reconnaissance £latoon sectars, and

even anti-tank pasitions and observation posts are assigned at dtvision

fevel,
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CHAPTER EIGHT

AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS
_Since Korean airmebile operations are similar to American airmobile
operations, this éhapter presents only higlelights of each country's tac-
tics, concluding with a comparison.
AMERICAN AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS
An airmobile operation is one in which combat forces maneuver about
the battlefield in helicopters under the control of a ground force commander,

to engage in combat on the ground. An Operétion in which the heligopters

are used merely‘td—;;;;;EE;E_E—Eombat force to a staging area is an air
movement.l Depending on the type of division. aviation 1ift assets vary.
Thg aviation battalion organic to the infantry and airborne divicions has
sufficient assets to afrlift the assault elements of two rifle companies
in one 1ift. The aviaticn group organic to the &ir assault division can
1ift the asgéult elements of two infantry Sat:alions and three 105-mm.
howfitzer batteries at one time. As a minimum, a battalion-sized assault
force must be provided sufficient 11ft assets for the assault elements of
one rifle company and {ts share of combat support elements in one 1ift.2
The airmobile or atr assault division has combat support elements
tatlored to {ts specialized mission, including an 2ir assaylt Yulcan gun
battalion, engineer battalion, air cavalry squad.on, division artillery,
targat acquisition battery and avi&tion gr0up.3
Ia_providing_;amhg;;gggggg;_glements to the task force commander,
qggrationql_qggg[g1‘1i_EEE"225ggl_gggggggﬁ:glifiggifig. Attachment of

unfts to an assault force {s appropriate only when their parent units
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cannct provide the required degree of command, administrative and Togistics
functions. Attachment of artillery units, however, is 2 frequent
occu‘rr-erw:e."r

Providing a force with the afrmobile option does nat materially
change the types of offensive, defensive and retrograd2 cperations which
can be accomplished by & ground force. The speed, surprise and flexibility \
of airmobile operations enhance the ability to conduct any operation.s

With the exception of the afr assault division, ai{r assault forces

~

are generaily battalion-cize or smaller. Becagsg_o_f_’_iﬁ__s_im_m_]mg

weaponry, the air assault force—camnof defend terrain for extended periads Va
\u—.f\-—n . p
of time, so it is best suited for the offense.® Offensive airmobile op-
—

erations include the movement to contact, reconnaissance in force, co-
_,__,_...a-'——-'-—w-—_l-—-_ -~

ordinated attack, exploitation and pursuit. The airswbile force is pare
- ‘_-“_-—-_'_"" e

ticularly well suited to execute the envelopment form of maneuver.7

The first plan developed for an oberation is the ground tactical
plan, which is the key to the execution of the operation. Most of the time,
: -__.____..a——"""’—k
the afr assault force's mission is orfented on the enemy, with neither a

‘—""-t-____m-____.p——..p_._..—-

specified nor impljed task to hold terrain, The commander is normally

assigned & tactical area of operatifons {TAOR) which he may further subdivide.

Common gr;gph’i_c control davices are the airhead line and the area of

operations.

Rather than specifying a particular size of unit for the reserve,
current U.5. doctrine calls for an enemy-or fented reserve conce'pt., Each
unit is given a be-prepared mission to act as the ngervé. and if requi:;ed.

the least-committed unit becomes the }-eserye.g
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 KOREAN AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS
~ The Korean Army has no airmobile or air assault divisions, and air-
mabile issaults are not considered a diQision-ieﬁei‘operation. he reader
will recall from Chapter Five that in éonjunction wlth-; division attack,
both air and ground infiltration objectivés are QSually assigned. The air.
{nfiltration unit, usually a reinfrrced infantry bat+aifon, is the Korean
air assault unit. | : : .

The airmobile operation is conceived as being suitable only when

" there {s a reasonatly strong degree of intelligence concerning enemy dis-

il r—r

positions. Because of the capabilities of ajrmobility, it is desirable to
utilize this form for the attack and control of deep onjectives, later re-
inforcing the executin§ unit in a link-up operation.lo .

Sufficient helicopters for a battalion airlift are not ordanic to
the division; the corps may place two UH-1H companies and one CH-47 com-
pany in direct support of a division which decides to incorporate an air;'
nnbj1e assault into an offensive action. A typical tas¢ force, designated

by division, might inciude an infantry battalion, a company from the divi-

" ston reconnaissance battalion, a 106-millireter recoilless rifle platcon

and 4,2 inch mortar platoon from a regimental combat suppcrt company, an
engineer platoon and a TACP sectl_on.11
The objectives for the airmobile assault are designated on the

division operations overlay as numbered "air infiltration unit objectives."
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FIGURE 7
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In this overlay, the objectives are numbered; ianding zones are
lettered circles. Three companies assault while one company remeins in
reserve, A'Ithough the mortar and anti-tank platocns do not appear on the
overiay, -they are normally cu-located with the task force command post.

The reconnaissance coempany, although by TOE an armored unit, dis-
mounts for this opeiration, and concentrates fts efforts on the most dan-
gerous enemy avenue of approach. The overlay depicts cne reconnaissance
platu:m' initially providing s'eéurtt.y. to be joined later by the remainder
of the company. In this example operation, although the recon units did

not bring their vehicles, tha %-ton recoliless rifle vehicies were transported.
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The G-3 choases the landing zones for thefr terrain characteristics,
and 50 that they form a half-ring around the company objectives, to
facilitate the assault. Each company assaults its objective from two or
three directions. E£ach platoon leader is we!l-iehqarsed prior to the gp-
‘eration. and may attack the objective independently. Once the objectives
are secured, each unit sends elements forward to man the outposts. The
battaifon then conducts 3’ perimeter defense until link-up fs effected.

Fire support is accomplished by the 4.2 inch mortars. The operation
is often conducted out of range of division artillery., Attack hé]icopters
wi{ll normally be committed to the division's main attack, not to the air-
mobile assault.13

~ COMPARISON OF U.S. AND KOREAN OPERATIONS

Although the Rzpubiic of Korea has no air assault divisions, both
the U.5. and Koresn Army employ battalfon-sized assaults {n the infantry
division. The planning process for bath Armies is essentfally the sama.

There is a significant difference in the quantity of air 1ift assets

avajlable to the divisfons. The American infantry division has an organic

aviation battalion, which can provide airlift to support a battalion air

-5EéEElE:ﬁfff_ﬁﬂfgiﬂz*“*‘~‘im‘*~ The Xorean Infantry division, with its

aviation detachment, 1s not selif-sufficient and must rely on support from

the corps. Assuming that the corps can continue to provide air support,

B

this problem is not serious.
The Korean Army does not have the tatlared combat support units of
~ the air assault divisfon, but relfes on employing standard combat support

+

units. A difference between the reﬁpec;ive {nfantry divisions 15 in the
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use of attdck helicopters. These weapons are a standard consideration in
U.S. airmobile operations, but their shortage in ;hé_Karean Army makes
“their employment an exception. | ‘

In American doctrine, the assault force may ¢onduct offen;ive. de-

fensive or retrograde operations. The South Korean Army views the airm.uile

assault as strictly an offensive operation. In the Korean Army, rath.r than

——

'being a special form of the offense, the airmqb&le assault is often an .

sutomatic portion of every offensive acthn.

The U.S. Army's choice of reserves 15 dependent on the enemy
sttuation. The Kerean Army prescribes a company or a company minus as the
reserve force for every battaljon operation.

The mission assigned to the U.5. assault force is enemy-criented.
When an area of operations is used, there is no mission to hold terrain,
except in special circumstances. The P.0.K. cosmander is always assigned

A terrain obiectivé. under the theory that holding the terrain will ensure

~ the defeat of the enemy force.

Graphic contrel measures are also different, and could cause some
miéinterpretation in combined operations. The U.S. Army uses efther an
afrhead line or an area of operations {A0). The R.0.K. Army uses the air-
head Tine exclusively, as shown in Figure 7, except that it is called an
area of responsibility. '

A1l of the tactical differences mentioned here are of the type

‘which could causc some confusion, but few are significant enough to cauce

any severe problems in combined operations.
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CHAPTER NINE

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS
Although the author's original belief was that there were severa}
majer differencas betueén U.5. and South Korean amphibious tacticél doc-
trines, a comprehensive review of several documentsl shows that‘the Korean
doctrine it precisely the same as the American. Amohibious dozstrine is
promulgated at the Marine Corps Staff College in Chinhae, Korea, primarily

by graduates of the U.S. course at Quantico, Yirginia.

As {n the U.5., efther joint Navy-Marine o:&yavy-Army task forces

iy it

conduct amphibious assaults.* The purposes of the operation, the equipment

employed, the graphic contrcl measures used, and all the concepts of fire

support and air support are fdentical to United States dectrine.

Only one problem exists, ms unigre to amphibious
operations have no . language, related terms have

beer adopted. Even a person considersd fluent in the Korean languace,

then, unless he had 2 perfect knowledge of amphibious operations, could
produce some qross mistranslations. Apperdix E lists several important
torms and give: the English transiation of the corresponding Korean term,

a5 wall as the speliing in the Korean alphabet.

*The Korean Marines are called the Navy'ﬂarine Cbrps. )

93




Y T A R et e o S .
St wnalm o aeernt. o - - =
N . .- -
- . 0 i RN
et N \.‘ A
-
" '
-
- -
RTINS e L R TIRTE Y e AERRAT L e TR L T T Lt R T A ey e T B TR, AT

' EﬁD NOTE 7O CHAPTER NINE

- IReview was conducted of the following books: -

Republic of Korea, Amphibious and Counter-Amphibious Operations:
Advance Materizl, (Chinhae, Korea: Army College, 1978).

U.S. Army, PT 6-1: Principles of Joint Amonibious Operations,
(For§ Lesavenworth, Xansas: U.5. Army Command anc General §ta$? College,
19727). ; .

U.S. Marine Corps, FMFM 6-1: Marine Divisfon, (Washington:

- Headquarters United States Marine Corps, 1974).

U.S. Marfe Corps, ECP_3-4: Amphibious Ships, Landing Craft and
Vehicles, (Quantico, Yirginia: Marine Corps Development and tducation

Tommand, 1373).
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CHAPTER TEN

UNCONVENTIOMAL WARFAXKE OPERATIONS

Rearly ﬁhirty years ¢f infiltration and armed incursions by spies,
saboteurs and assassins have fngrained a particBiar Korean interest and
expertise in unconven’ional warfare which in man: ways surpasses fnnri:en
knowledge,

The Kareans learned many techniques in Yietnam, but Vietnam-type
doctrine is not sufficient for the Korean PenidsFIa. South Koreaz, of
coursa, has no armed i{nsurgents, and the population is fanatic&]ly opposed
to Communism and to North Korea. Yet constant infiltration hy'the Horth.
is sﬁfficienﬁ ta warrant constant vigilance and sharpening of counter-
measures, |

| ;Nortﬁ Koreﬁ Has large~scale, highly-trained gquerrilla units, ele-

ments of which apparently conduct real-life operations as a trafning ve-

_hlcle. Snconﬁentional operations are also intesrated {nto North Korean

converncional tactics.

- This chépter presents 2.0.K. unconventional warfare (UW} tactics
and unconventional warfare counter-operations, to be referred to {n this
chapter by the Korean term, "countar-unconventional warfars operations,”

S

Specfal attention ir devoted to counterinfiltration techniques, a

category of operations more compisx and more complete fn ¢dctr1ne than any

U.5. equivalent.
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" COMMAND SYSTEM AND CONCEPT OF U

‘ Unconventional werfare (U} s one category of spectal warfare, the
other two categories befng counter unconventional warfare and psychclogical
1.«&:'1’.1?@_.-.1 The principal UW battieground is the. enemy 'S rear area, whers
friendly forces may organize resistance moverments and conduct guerrilla
warfare, subversion or commando operations.?

The R.0.X. command system for UW operations s shown below.
FIGURE 8
COMMAND SYSTEM FOR R.0.K. U4 OPERATIONSS

R.O.K. DCPT

OF DEFENSE
%oxut STAFF
R.0.K. u.S.
3 1 | 1
JOINT SPECIAL JNIFIED FORCES
WARFARE HDQTRS HQ
) . d r r
SPECIAL WARFARE JOINT UW TASK
_ COMMAND POST : FORCE
" B ] \ T
CANE B _ TASK FONCE
CPERATIONS
BASE

UN AREA OF OPERATIONS

i
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GUERRILLA WARFARE

Guariilia warfare may be accomplished in enemy territory or in

friendly territory controlied by the enesror.4 The ﬁl&h’mwes

. the exploftable weaknesses of the North Koreans as predictable behavior,
‘ a 17.x of flextbility and easy disclesure of trogQp lggations.s The methods
N . , — P i Y

employed by the R.0.K, includs surprise f¥tacks, ambush, aenial cperatfons

6 a . ‘

and deception, .
i

Destruction of tactical targets is the primary objective of R.0.K.
gue::111g;EEEEEEET-"TEEETEET‘ZEHEFET-;;;;;res for such an operation include
I e
an 9215551!5: an assembly area, movement route:i, missign support points
(MSP), and optional measyres such as a line of departure. An operation

.—-_-hh'-—-'—'——ﬂ
may coincide with a division attack (Figure 9) or may take place in isolation

-

{Figure 10}.
| ' . FIGURE 9
GUERRILLA MISSION WITH A DIVISION: R.0.K. OVER: 'Y/

XX

Assembly
Area
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: FIGIRE 10
GUERRILLA MISSION IN ISOLATION: R.0.K. OVERLAYS

Guerrilla
8ase

i COMMANDD OPERATIONS

{ S0 Whereas guerriltia operations are inhabitant-oriented, use bases in

enemy-occupied territory and rely on both {internal and external support,

l L R.0.K. conmando operations use conventional units for single strikes rather

than extended ictivities, employ bases in friendly territory, and are self-

[ e
[~ supparting. In additfon to strategic and tactical strikes against targats,

commandos may conduct reconnaissance, security and blocking missions for

l a division.9
USE OF UW UNITS DURING CONVENTIONAL OPERATIONS

Although UM activities may take place in a guerrilia environment,

planning in the Korean Army also uses UW units as part rger conventional

opergtions, In this case, the capabilities of a UW force includg direct

e, .
and indirect querrilla warfarea, escape and evasion assistance, limited de-
e e e Sy =

. . et
struction of targets b lgsives, commindo operations and limited con-

'ventional or coudterguerriila operations. UW units may be employed to

secure key terrain, guard 2 qivisidn rear area,- or gather intelligence.
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‘In the division attack, UM forces may assault the enemy’'s rear or
—

secure bridges waile the main force conducts the penetration. In the de-
rf& fénse, they may attack the enemy's rear or conduct feints and demonstrations.

10
Korean UW forces are infiltrated by land.'sea or air, or may be
left behind secretly by a larger force. This latter procedure-is not to-
" be confused with the U.S. detachment-ieft-in-contact (OLIC}, since the unit
is not there to perform an irmediate combat-action.ll .

Ud units are normally retained under corps or field army control,

For example, a corps may receive attachmert of a batt&T?aﬁ"??Gﬁr:;gazzial
Warfare Brigade. The Corps G-3 then sejects the opesational area and the
method of infiltration for the battalisa. During the expleitstion, the
corps may assign opefational control of the unit to an exploiting division,
where they wili often be used to block enemy reinforcement routes.lZ

The doctrine presented ;bove is similar to U.S5. doctrine, except

that R.O.K, UW units are used more often in conventional-type missions.13

The. Karean UW unit is similar to any U.S. Special Forces unit; in fact, the

terms "A Team" and "B Team" are used. The employment of these units, how-
| . 14

er, more closely resembles that of U.S. Ranger units.

Korean UW operations are unique in_their orientation., Although

the R.0.K. Army gained experience in Vietnam, their training efforis are

entirely oriented toward North Korea. The assumption that the R.0.K.'s next
m

battles will be fought on Korean terrain have caused them to develop de-

tafled UW plans suited to the immedfate sftuation. The R.0.X.'S have a

higher degree of expertise in Ud operations than U.S. forcc., but there s

no significant difference between R.0.K, and U.S, tactics..
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

Korean psych{__ological operations, including psychological warfare,

_direct}y reflect U.5. doctrine; most field manuals and training literaturs

© on the subject are translations of U.5. material. The R.0.K. Army employs

basicaily the same methods of delivery, &ZEiiﬁff propaganda and godls.

)

The Korean government uses extaensive counterpropaganda; biliboards and
R s

signs are thick throughcut the country. A peculiar penchant in many of

thesa is the use of graphic paintings of blood-spattered North Koreans

being bayonetted or shot by victorious Southern soldiers.

—
A sample South Xorean propaganda Teaflet for wartime use is repro-
duced below. '

Cur national forces attack with superior strength and
firepower anytime we desire. We possess aircraft, tanks,

. every caliber of artillery, and the newest style bombs and
‘ammunition in great quantity, and are able to use &as Jouch
a5 we want,

Your masters, even while recklessiy crndicting an im-
moral war designed to fulfill their greed, are covering up
thair incompetence and lack of resources with your lives,

. It 1s not necessary to make a present of your precious lives
to your Comnunist masters. In order to live together with
your parents and loving wives, as well as your precious
rthildr:n, you must save your lives!

. This minute, the i..tional forces' gquerrilla units are
occupying your rear 3rea, and resistance i1s TUCThE— You can
tive {f you surrender. Many of your soldiers have found
1ife by surrendering to the national forces. The astional
Jforces respect liuman 1ife. Indicate surrender Ly TaTSTRG
both hands over your head, then show this leaflet to the
national forces. :

The ?gsignél_égldizns w111 welcome tose of you bearing
this leaflet, and will gquide ywu to a safe place. Then you
will find life and will be able to return to your parents
and family, 15 ‘
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This text in English sounds simplsst}c. but the nuances of the
Korean language make 1t somewhat eloquent in Korean. Even the use of the
term "natiunal forces® has connotatfons of the “true sovere{gnty” of South
Korea, patrictism, and reunification which cannot be rendered in English.
The proper use of high and low forms of address and verb forms also allows
meanings which cannot be duplicated in English.

The point here is that the Korean Army is well-trained and e;perienced
in PSYOPS and can prepare messages which on’y the most skilled American
Tinguist could duplicate, and then only 1t ae were fully 1nner§ed in the
culture as well. Even then, a Korean officer could do a better job.18
This is one area better left alone; the R.0.K. Army can accomplish this
mission well.

| COUNTER-UW OPERATIONS: GENERAL

Counter-unconventional warfare {counter-UM) is defined by the R.0.XK.

‘ R . e
Army as "operations within an assignad area of responsibility employing

avery avaflable means and methed to protect against, prevent, destroy and

mop-up the enemy's militarily and pon-militarily constituted unconventional
warfare, using as a foundation the objectively executed unified endeavors

"of every person within each military district."17 The Korean Army's counter-

UW system is as showrn 1n Figure 11, on the following page.
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FIGURE 11

R.0.K. COUNTER-UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE SYSTEMIS

UW operatfons parallel those of the U.S. Army.

Counter UW
[ _ 1
" Internatl ' Internal
Uevelopment Defense
pra— LY
-J Environmental
Improvement
L System f i
Imorovement .
Value Police~-type Military Support
Lt Ordering Operations Operations Operations
i - 0 \ —-——-—-ﬂ‘:—-—r_-u—._
po ! Intelligence . ..
’ — Activities
Counter-infiltration Counter-guarrilla sychologica® | __
Operations Operations {Operations .
. ) — Military '
+ Land RN wumy 3 Support
Sea : Strike Pacification af the
-Air Opearaticns Operations Populace

General planning matters and characteristics of military counter-

Participating In military

operations are the armed forces, the poilice and the Homeland Reserve Forces.

It {s important to note that the Homeland Referve Forces (HRF) are not the
izi;sume as, for example, the U.S. National Guard. The HRF has more localized

missions and has_units at even viilage level, composed of local people.

atert.

During alerts and infiltration notices, HRF units are also placed on full

In addition to tneir reserve mission. they constantly perform ser-

vices for the Army in intalligence acquisition, terrain analysis and local

securfty.lg‘
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The oper;tional chain of command, formalfzed in a written cooperative
agreement, Tncludes the military, government officfals and civilian
officials.zo Even in peacetime, an active Intelliigence Center, composed
of all three'eleménts. 1s in operation. Its functions include analysis and

.correction'of'ueakneSses within respective argas, the provision of tiﬁe]y
inteiligence to military units, formulation of the anti-aircraft inte]li-
gence plan, interrogation of prisoners for area-specific 1nform£tioﬁ. and

determination of electronic support priorities for military districts.21

Counterquerrilla QOperations

Counterguerrilla operations are sub-divided into strike operations

and pacification operations.
A sample overlay for a sfrike operation {s shown 1n.Figure 12, be~
low, for a regiment assigned an “area of responsibifity“ {a Korean term).
-  FIGRE 12
R.0.K. AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR STRIKE OPERATIONSZZ
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The regimental area {s divided into battalfon sectors. Within each
sector, critical terrain 1s occupied by platoon or squad-sized combat bases
reinforced by reconnaissance teams. When feasible, combat bases are lo-
cated near road networks. Each battalion keeps one compary (mfaus) in re-
serve, o3 | '

The concept is to saturate an area with small units, which con-
\ solidate when a larqge guerrilla force is located. Although patrols from
the combat base are used, another popular method is to form a combat-base

T T
ambush gite. Korean soldiers may occupy such an ambush site for days with

no smoking, talking, or cooking.
The keys to the R.0O.K. operation are patience, perseverance and
rapid reaction of reserves. Testimony to the syccess of these ¢perations

in Vietnam is shown in two sample reports from action in the I Corps area.

ROK Operaticns: On 10 Aug 24 km west of Cam Ranh Bay,
elements of the 30th Regt, in four contacts, killed 16 VC and
captured three weapons without friendly loss. This action
was part of Operation SHUNG MA 13, conducted 9-18 Aug. Final
results were: enemy 35 KIA, one PW-and five weapons captured.
S : Friendly results were one ROK WIA. Other ROX contacts were
Lo brief engagements resulting from ambush and patrol operations,
W On 6 Aug there were seven such contacts by elements of the
26th, 23th and 29th RUK Regts, resulting in 23 enemy KIA and
efght weapons c:ptured with only one ROK WIA.<%

ROK Operations: Elements of the CRID terminated Operation
BUN KAE 68<5 on 16 Jan. The operation was conducted SW of
Phy My (BR 805575) against elements of the £ 210 LE 8n. ROX
forces kitled 170 enemy as opposed to five friendly KIA and
14 WIA. VWeapons and anmunition captured included 247 SA, 25
CSW, 80,747 rounds of SAA, 387 rounds 60m« mortar, 353 rounds
82mm mortar, 90 rounds B8lmm mortar, £13 roggds S7mm RR, 57
rounds 75mm RR and 102 8-40 rocket rounds. .
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Except for tie quaiities of exzcution, the conceptlof strike op-
erations is the same as the American version. All of the techniques em- -

ployes by the R.0.K. Army can pe found, for examp?e; in the American Army ‘

FM 31-16. Counterguerrilla Operatfons, but the ﬁ.O.K. Army's training and
discipline are more rigid. ' '

Pacification Cperations

Facification operations are aimed at gaining the support of the

populace far the-geveramenf. Methods currently -employed by the government

‘{nclude limited press censorship; the presentation of well-produced, en-

e
tertaining television dramas which are both pro-government and anti-com-

munist; ¥ prohfbition against watching North Korean television broadcasts.

the successfu] New Village Program; technical and cultural aid to small

towns; scholarshkips; and a variety of social services.

The Army itself {s highly visible. Korea has a large Amy, and

r———

service s mandatory for all able-bodied males. Consequently, some male
_____.._-——ﬂ

member of almost every family In Korea has been, i3, or will be a member

of the armed forces, and service to the nation is highly valued within the

Korean culture. Additionally, the Army participates in a variety of school

construction, road repair and other engineering civic action projects which

B e —

enhance {ts image,

Pacification operatfons are distinguished from strike operations

in the following ways.26

"CLASSTFTCATION

Operational purpose

Primary objective

STRIKE PACIFTCATION

Support pacification
bperations

Destruction of the
enemy guerrilia unft
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CLASSIFICATION STRIKE PACIFICATION
Type of operation Offensive (military) Defensive (political)
,‘Periad 6f operétfon Short?term _ Long-tenﬁ
.3, and Korean theory are the same. Korea is simply one case
study 1n applieq pacification operationc, TQF society also permits che \
use of Some measures undertaken by the R.0.K. government which would ha
consfdered harsh in the United States. '
| DEFENSE

| Defensive tactics correspond to the American fire base concept used
in Vietnam, 'The Koreans ysed, and continue to use, a more austere fire
base, yet operations are conducted in much the same manner. A security ale-
ment, arti]lery, mortars and antitank elements are positioned on a battalion-
sized firepase. while the remaining companies patroilwithfn the assigned area
~ of responsibility, similar to strike operations.

War stories from Vietnam are replete with tales of Korean bases es-
tabl{shed on open h*’‘tops, with blazing fires and songfests at night,
apparently defying anyone to attack their positfon. Certafnly, such acts
had a psycholegical impact, but perimeter security was alway; a requirement.

5 ' Qperations in Vietnam were enhanced by selective cruelty. Using

fntelligence nets, agents were jdentffied and punithed as & warning to
‘QE_h others, and the Korean.forces were often avoided to prevent retalfatfon.
' The base defense is still an active part of Korean ddctrine. Sasic
considerations for the defense include appropriate yse of terrain, warning
nets, ali-around defense, defense {n depth and protection of lines of supply.27

Two methods of organfzing a battalion area are shown on the fo!lo«jng page.
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FIGURE 13

KOREAN BASE DEFENSE: BATTALION IN LOWLANDSSE
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FIGURE 14

XOREAN HILLTOP RASE DEFENSEZ?

Reconnaissance
and
Security Area

In efther case, both short-range and 1ong;range reconnaissance pé-
trols are employed. Detajled counterattack plans are rigidly rehearsed
In addition to passive segurity measures, comdat’ patrols and convoy patroh

are dispatched from the base, and surrounding key terrain 1s occupied 30

107



I

b

al

[o3% i -~ -
- - tot “ .
P .,-"k.- s . - . "

Except for diagramming techniques and the emphasis on counterattacks,
‘the averall concept for conducting a base defense Is the same as U.S. tac-
tics.3! Another difference, reflecting the Korean empﬁasis on mobiiity, fs‘
heavy use of mortars as opposed to artillery. |
OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS

~Little need be said about such offensive aétion; as patreiling, am-
bushes, ratds, searéh and destroy, and cordon and search. The tactical
forms parallel the American Army's tactics; it is on1y in the prepar;tion.
f.the training, and the spirit of execution that the cendyct of each operation

i

? &iffers from the U.S. varfety. Korean maneuvers are rehearsed, planned in ‘
Lﬂdetail, methodical, and violent. In ¥ietnam, since the Koreans could .not
afford to conduct the war with artillery and airstrikes, they were ais0 com-
pelled by logistics to fight a war of close combat, '
There {s perhans nc more eloquent description of the nature of R.0.K.
offensive tactics than the account of cordon and search operations written
" by Lieutenant General William R. Peers:
“  The ROK's have by far the most expertise in cordon
-and search nperatfons of any of the forces [ have seen in

SYH. There are several key elements in their conduct of
this type of operation. First, they are thorcugh in every

g% ' detail in their planning. Secondly, their cordon involves
e 3 comparatively small area, probably not in excess of § to

10 square kilometers for a1 regimental size forca. Third,

L I the maximum force is employed, generally consisting of a

regiment up to something in excess of a division, And fi-
nally, the operation s rehearsed and critiqued before it
is begun. Units are moved into locaticns around the peri-

=l ' ~ phery of the cordon by a varfety of means, including heii-

copters, trucks and by foot, but so timed that all arrive
in position simuitaneously to compiete the encirclement.
The density of the trooos is such that the distance between
fndividuals on the cordon 1s less than 10 meters. They
leave 1ittle opportunity for the enemy to exfiltrate in
small niwoers. Areas, such as streams and gulleys, are
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barricaded with barbed wire and other tarrier matertfals,
reinforzed by trogps who may remain in water chest deep

over night. The closing of ihe cordon is vary slow and
deliherate, not a ruck {s left unturned or plece »f ground
nst probed. When the 4rea has been cleared, they will

surge back and forth through it to flush out any of the
remnants. Another critical feature of their operation is
the availability of reaction forces. The enemy soon knows
when such a cordon is put 2round him. [¥ he cannot ex~
filtrate by iIndividuals or in small numbers, he may attempt
to mass hts forces and break out at one point. Against

such contingencies the ROK‘s utilize several reacticn forges
to reinforce ¢ritical areas. Tney .ive found that the enemy
may make ~ne or even several feints at vceriows points around
the cordon prior to making the main effort to breach the
encircle.ant. Hence, the ROK deployment of reaction forces
is by smail incremental elements until such time as the

main 27fart is located, and then the action becomes rapid
and pos:v:ve, Through the use of these tactics, the ROK's (

have devei-3ed the cordon and search operation to a fine
state of ar., The ratic of enemy to friendly casualties
has been phenomenal -- on one occasion in excess of 100 to
l. These operations are not applicabie to all areas with-
“in I1 CTZ, nor for that matter are they affective within
the entire ROK AQ. They are, however, highly productive

S _ in the low, rather heavily populated coastal areas. These
{ R ROK operations have been so efectfve that I am of the be-

‘ tef that a detailed study should be made of them to be in-

corporated in the US Service School s;,rstem."2

COUNTERINFILTRATION OPERATIONS

As stated previously, the hepubtic of Korea faces constant infil-
tration attempts; however, infi!trattoh doas not refer only to one or two-
man groups, but to elements up to battalion size.* To counte} this threat,
the R.0.K. Army has organized counterinf!itratioa hattalions and has rein-
forced the Homeland Reserve Forces. In recent years{ counterinfiltration

efforts have accounted for most U.5. aid to Korea.33

*For a detafled account of Morth Xorean infiltration technigues,
see Republic of Korea, FM 31-6-2; Ccunterinfiltration Operations, (Senul,
Korea: Government Printing Offfce, [979).
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The principles of all R.0.X. counterinfiltration (CI) operations

are detection, delay by a CJ fbrce. then attack and destruction by a larger
e —\_______.__.________——___—__‘

forca. . 3

determine the et L infiltration ~outes and anticipated cb-

Jectives, Next, the my's most probable withdrawal routes and helicnpter

The procedure for developing the opera;ienal concept s to first

pick -4 friendly dafense priorities are established,
-“_‘_-__"_-‘___-_‘—-

SN
Cl defense plans are prepared by all services, including Homeland Reserve

Force units; Army Headquarters conbines and coordirates the plans. Army
and HRF units routinely rehearse counferattacks in their assigned areas.35

Counter Sround [nfiltration 1act1cs

In planning a Cl operation against ground infi{ltration, the R.O.K. '
commander first establishes countermeasures for each anticipated enery in-
filtration route tn his sector. He attempts to maximize troof strength by
assigning active missions for the reserve and reconmaissance units. Fire
support planning does not call for concentrated fires, but for maximum area
covarage. The unit maximizes the use of obstacles and barriers, and es-
tablishes a4 muoile counterattack force.

| The key to the operation {s the creaticn of an fnterdiction line.
The 1ine must utilize natural cbstacles, allow rapid occupation, dblock the
enemy's anticipated infiltration routes, and also be suitable for use as
a {ine of penetration for friendly farces.-®
The Korean Army consfders probable enemy %nfi:trzﬁiOn rbutes tn'be

agmini{strative and combat boandaries. thick]y f0rested areas, 1>olated

mountains, & @re the R.0.X. Army s securigy measures have been neglected
___________,__t-—-———\.___“_____

ireas WHeFE the enemy can easily orient himself (such as gullfe, and ratl-
SRS AR L, . > e ,

road tracks), and any area wherg he ‘can use unierwater f{ technique .3?
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. ready defending would include paraéraphs 2 and 3 as shown below.

These operations are not strictly a mission for CI units. An in-
fantry division or brigade, having been alerted to a pousible infiltration,

may execute a Tull-scale CI operation. A sample order for a division al-
k1:]

2. MISSION. The division, while accomplishing its
present defense mission, controls the operations of police
and Homeland Reserve Forces in seftor and executes a counter
ground infiltration operation. _

3. EXECUTION. ' .
ka. Concept of the Operation.
(1) Maneuver,

33d Infantry Regiment at the FEBA, 31st Infantry Regiment
in the west, 32d Infantry Regiment in the east, and the en-
gineer battalion in the division rear area control the gpera-
tions of police and Homeland Reserve Forces in their sectors
and conduct a counterinfiltration operation.

In order to completely block and destroy the enemy's
infiltration, we thoroughly sacure the DMZ south of the Military
Demarkation Line, reinforce the barricade line, and utilize GPs
as appropriate. .

The concept of the operation continues with a description of three

phases. In the first phase, quard posts (GPs) are fortified, and the in-
‘ e
fantry conducts patrols and ambushes. In the second phase, troops and
- w ’
equipment are concentrated at the barricade line and search and destroy op-

erations begin. In Phase Thfee the division establishes roving patrols and
ambushes from the FEBA to the division rear boundary and captures or kills
any remaining or withdrawing enemy. The division tank company serves as
division reserve. One regiment has the additional mission of control and

processing of farmers.
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FIGURE 15
y39

COUNTER GROUND INFILTRATION QVERLA
| aoP

GOP

Interdiction line Ka
FEBA

Interdiction
Line Na

The only significant difference between this ovérlay and an area

defense overlay are the addition of the interdiction lines and the use of

one regiment Torward and two back.
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The difference between this counterinfiltration operation and U,S.
‘operations is immense, yet sirple to describe; thers is no such corresponding

U.S. Army doctrine! The same holds true for counter air and counter sea

operations, the dfscussion of which follows.

The counterinfiitration operatiohs described herein were developed

) by the South Korean Army to meet a specific threat and are unique. The
American Army could benefit from a detailéd'study of these tagtigs.

Counter Sea Infiltration Tactics

Counter sea infiltration tactics are a combined ope}atfon between
tha Army, Navy aﬁd Coast Guard. The Coastal Security Element provides
early warning of enemy infiltration attempts, and regional police companies
and battalions provide fnitial capture efforts. The Army provides in-depth

operations end-mop4ups.4° Sea infiltration, too, is a real-life concern

to South Kerea, particularly in the Pysan-Chinhae area. The Army's role
fs critical, since the Noerth Koreans are known to use underwater infiltra-

tion from off-shore vessels. _
'}7 o S . ‘Special counsiderations for CI operations include the positioning of
| tnfantry crew-served weapons to fire on sea vessels, control of fishing

boats and fishermen, and integration of civilian police into the scheme of
" maneuver. 4!

In developing the execution plan, a mechanized brigade first analyzes

probable enemy ground {nfiltration routes from the coast and probable enemy
objectives. In the sample analysis below, probable aobjectives are shown

by numbered cfré?es.
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FIGURE 16

TERRAIN ANALYSIS FOR SEA INFILTRATION®?

0L
\x

VBased upon the terra{n analysis, the sector is sub-divided., Mech-
anized units are considered ideel for this operation because the coastline
of the Peninsula is extremely long and resources are limited. The coast-
1ine in the above overlay, for example, is sixty kilometers long. The bri-
gade may arrange its battalions in several conffgurations depending 6n the
terrain analysis. In the overliay below, the 101st Brigade has elected to
operate with three battalions on the coastline and one battalicn to the

rear, widely dispersed.
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FIGURE 17
COUNTER SEA INFILTRATION OVERLAY

43

! The Sth Qattalion {s mafntained as a counterattack force.

- l Although only one platoon base is shown 1n each company sector, all com-
i?% | ' panies of the brigade may ceploy two or three such bases if the terrain
favors their use. Other platoons are used for reconnaissance and ambushes,

Countar Air Infiitratipn Tactics

As with the other CI techniques discussed so far, counter air in-

- filtration operations are as app]1éable to peacetime as they are to war,

‘ .
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Note that air infi{ltration is not the same as airmobi1g operations; the
term refers to covert insertion of troops by helicopter, usually smail
units of guerrillas. ' | _ e _ _

Curiously, the R.0.K. Army considers sandy areas and ¢olf courses
as the most probabfe landing zones, despite thousands of possib]e sites
_throughout the country. -

Since air fafiltration is easily detectable, the R.0.K. Army assumes
that a rapid insertion of two or three sabotéurs is the most p;obable form
of action. Consequently, rather than‘anaIyiing anticipated guerrilla bases,
the Army considers primary targetﬁ to pe factories, armories and airfields.
) " Obstacles and anti-aircraft weapons are constantly emplovad around
existing airfields, and the same measures are rdpid]y eqployed around kncwn

~or suspected infiltration landing sites. In the overlay below, the 29th.

Infantry Division has been reinforced with seven reserve companies. The

corps has assigned the division an area of operations.
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| FIGURE 18
COUNTER AIR INFILTRATION OveRLAv*®
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Qther thdn the diffefent diagramming techniques. execution fs simi-
lar to the ground CI operation. Mobilfty is {mportant, and the intent is
to saturate the area as much as possible to counter further air landings.
The Homaland Resarve Forces patrol‘the roads (Highways 3 and 329) and, in
this case, were selected fof immediate activation because they were‘already

in the respective areas.
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Objectives and bases are not assigned, again because mobility is

sa critical to reacting to the many possible landing sites. Whenever
possible, some security elements will_be placed on every conceivable landing

site within the entire sector.

The reader {s again reminded that 211 the éounterinf11tration tac-
tics presentad in this chapter are peculiar to the Korean Army.‘ There is
ﬁo written body of doctrine which corresponds to these techniques ia the

American Army's tactical literature.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
SUMMARY OF TACTICAL DIFFERENCES -

The Republic of Korea is a unique case. She uses Amerfcan tactics,
yet she does not. The Korean Army has taken the framework of U.S..tactical
doétrine. retained appropriate parts, modified where necessary, and de-
..veloped new. tactics when required. ‘ .

Even the same tactics on paper can be different on the ground.

" Korea has executed U.S. tactics in a unique manner through the use of diff
ferent task organfzations, different unitﬁ. equipment and phiiosophy nf
execution. The detailed pianning and methodical execution ¢f a Korean
ground operation are. the result of cultura and the Korzan personality.

Once executed, the R.O.K. OOeration-is conducted with farocity and
viéor. The spirit of Jungshin is expected to compensate for being outnum-
bered or under-supplied,

Above 211, South Korea's tactics have been developad to maet one

stated threat--North Korean invasion. Major characteristics of North Korean

pactics—are the reteption of key terrain, particularly mountaintops, the

interception of supply 1ines and the infiltration of rear areas to destroy
the reserves, taterdict combat servica,sggpgg;~ggg_glgsk withdrawal routes.

he inf{itration of the rear area in combat Is considered so critical that

South Korea has added an extra battalion to each régiment sclely for the
rear area security missfon.
CONVENTIONAL ATTACK OPERATIONS
Korean offensive operations are similar to U.S. tactics of a féw
years ago. Although they differ little from our previous tactics, thay
differ cons!derablyi?rom our current tactics.
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The R.0.K: Army does not recocnfze the hasty attack as a viable

option. Korean tactical philosophy stresses preparation and asvoids hasty
confrontations.

L ATthaugh mechanized and motorizéd units exist, most Korean units
ure.Iight infantry. Where terrain and the enemy situaticn permit, infantry
troops move to battle in trucks. Mobility and‘firepower ¢f the R.0.K. in-
fantry division are less than those of the equivalent U.S. divisign. '

Whereas U.S5. doctrine orients cn destruction of the enemy force,

R.0.K. doctrine places equal emphasis on the seizure and retention of key

terrain, since terrzin is a keystone of North Korean operations. R.J.K.
dectrine and cultural philosophy also dictate a credo of annihilating the
enemy force; hence, enemy units are seldom bypassed.

The American commander cross-attaches units based on analysis of

" relative ccmbat power on each avenuge of approachk. The Korean cormander

invariably attack§ wfth two regiments forward and one in reserve, In a
four-regiment division, the fourth regi{ment provides rear area security.

By far‘the greatest difference is the infiltration unit. The Korean

division seiects &8 ground infilitration objective, an air infiltration ob-

Jective, or both. A ground infiltration unit secures terrain which provides
a8 base of fire for the main attack. An afr infiltration unit secures an
objective which blocks enemy resupply, reinforcement or withdrawal,
\ ~ In the exploitation, tha Korean corps uses cormitted units as well
as uncommitted unifs. The U.S, fource uses only uncommitted unfits,
The only Korean form of attack which has no U.S5. doctrinal corres-

pondent 1s the mountain attack,
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- CONVENTIONAL DEFENSE TACTICS

The American Army has adopted thz active defense,

oriented rather than terrain-orientad.

The Republic of Korei views the defense of Seoul as essentia.
the defense of Xorea. Since only thirty miles sepaéate'SeouI fram the De-
militarized Zone, Korea‘has adopted a "defense far forward“ strateqy,
positioning the bulk of its forces norch of Seocul. This, plus unffvorable

terrain and a paucity of mebile forces, negates the use of the active de-

" :- fense. The U.S5. concept, for example, calls fcr “trading soace'?or time", :
n iy In Korean eyes, nothing could be more misquided or fatal thain trading space /
' for anything.
li, ' The active defense also requires maximum use of long-range direct-
__— fire weapons to inflfct casualties on the enemy at as far a distance as
Il ' possible, The Korean terrain allows few long-range fialds of fire and the

Korean arsenal fs relatively weak in long-range direct fire weapons,

u Of course, the United States light infantry division $t11] employs

u" the position defense, but a renewed war would see mizxed forces in Korea,

R presumably mobile.

\\ The R.0.K. has retafned the areaz defense and the mobile detense.
Since there {5 only one R.C.K. mechanized division, the mol la defense has
only limited application in U.S, terms. Korean defenses are relatively
static, focus on retaining key terfain and ara marked by the tgnaciaus de~ i
fense of prepared posftions. _ |

As with the offense, the Korean defensive pesture ncrrally consists’
of two regiments forward+and one fin feserve. Th? regjmeqt 1nitfa}1y par-

forming the G.0.P, mission révefts to diviéicn.raserve."
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There are variations of the area defense, or position defense,
which the R.0.K. Army considers separate defanse forms. The mountéin de~
fense is urique. The Korean force does not defend from the peal, but
rather .,efends on the forward s?dpe with the peak to the rear, presenting
& tenaclfous defense with 1ittle possibility for withdrawal.

AIRBORNE OPERATIONS

Korean airborne doctrine is borrowed from U.S. doctripe. Most

differences revolve around commend and control procedures.

The Korean airborne force does nct use tanks, as does the U.S.
division. Combat service support in the Korean airborne force is more
austere,.

Planning at the Korean division level is much more detailed than
at the U.S. division headquarters.
| AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS

Airmobile operations may ba a division-sized U.S. operation; the

R.0.K. Army seldom uses more than a reinforced battalion.

' For lack of assets, attack helicopters are the exception in R.0.K.
' a1rmob11é operations. |
In American operaticns an airmobile force may conduct offensive,
o defensive or retrogrzJe actions. The Korean afrmobile éoncept is strictly
an offensive one. In Korea, also, the atrmobile operation is not a special
case. When 1ift assets are avafilable, an airmﬁbile unit secures an air
infiltration objective as an integral element of a division attack.
In the U.S. Army the selection of reserves is situation-dependent;

the Korean battalion designates a company as the reserve. The American
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force's mission is enemy-oriented; the Korean ajrmobile force is always

assigned a terrain objective.
~ AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS 3

There are no significant tactical differences. {
UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE .OPERATIONS

In reviewing the Korean theory of unconventional warfare (UW), there
is 1ittle difference between Korean and U.S. doctrine. Yet the Koreans ;;
conducted oper-tions in Vietnam quite differently than did U.g. forces. :
The key to this difference is in the manner of execution pnd in the training E
of the R.0.K. soldier.

The Korean commander did not try to fight the war from a distance
by aircraft and artillery, because he did not have the assets. He was
forced by logistics to find the enemy and meet him in close combat.

The principal UW unit in Korea, the Special Warfare Brigade, is
patterned after U.S. Special Forces, but there are conceptral dissimilarities,
Many of {its missions involve performing the roles of conventional units,

The R.0.K.'s counter-UW systeﬁ involves Army units, Homeland Reserve
Forces and ¢ivilian police. An active intelligence net and infrastrunture
are already performing well,

In ground tactical operations, the R.0.K. force seidom uses.extended
full-scale patrols covering large distances. They prefer to use small
reconnaissance teams to gather intelligence for the main force, which rests
and rehearses the next operation., They attempt to locate a sizeable enemy

force and engage it only when ¢lose combat on favorable terms is possible.

+
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Tha significant difference in tactical form, however, {5 counter-
infi1tra£10n factics. 2 unique Korean development. Since there is no
corresponding U.S. doctrine; there ¥s no need to recount the description
of these tactics. Suffice it to say that air, sea and ground versions of
Cl operations exist, they have a théroﬁgh dpctr1na3 framework, and U.S.

troops are nqt'trained in them.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

How Siﬁnfficant are the differences between U.S. and Korean Army
tactics? In time of war, would the conduce of combined operations be ham-
pered or endangered as a result of tactical differences alone? I[f-so,
what actions can U.S. or R.0.K. forces take now which would miﬁimize such
dangers in advance of xtual war?

To attempt to answer these questions, we will (s}

scenarios: a U.S. division fighting as part of a combined R.0.K. - U.S.
™ ———— e o

————

. battalion attached to a R.0.K. regiment in a convention aric,

-and finally a U.S. battalion attached to 2 RJO.K. regiment in an unconvin-
tional warfare scenario. Of course, all of these scenarios could have been

gggg;, a_g:s..brigade attached to and fighting with a R.Q.K. division, a

reversed by 5?32?55‘2 R.O.XK. unit in attachment to a U.5. unit, and the
ﬁroblems woy!d not be identical. However.-since there are considerably
i more R,0.K. than American divisions in Xorea, the scenarios chosen seem
more realistic.
The analyses'will be daliberately pessimistic; each scenario will
try to portray the absolute worst case.*
Once the problem areas have been deveioped, we will determine |

possible remedies,

*To depict the best case would serve no purpose; a description of :
an operation without problems could be handled in one sentence: “The op- ]
eration went smoothly.” One must be careful of the term "worst case” also. 3
We must be certain to generate for analysis only those foreseezble problem
areas which could result directly from differences in tactics. Since force
structure was stated to be a determinant of tactics, however, obvicus dif-
ferences in equipment and organization will be included in the analysis.
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SCENARIO 1: A U.S. DIVISION IN A.R.O.K.-U.S. CORPS

Thiﬁ scenarfo does not include the existing I Corps (R.0.K.-U,S.}
Group, which now has several Suvuth Korean divisions and the U.S. 2d !nfah-
try Diviﬁion, although the readei' may make his own analysis incorporating

I Corps. {,EQEEi“EEEEE.haS existed as a combined organization for years,

and we may assume that many tactical problem areas have been smoothed ocut
M

over the years during cowbined exercises. Because of the U.S. personnel

rotation policy, this may not oe the case. In any event, the authny makes
no pretext of knowing the functioning of the I Corps Headquarters well
enough to make any assumptions. Consequently, this 2nalysis pertains to
an infantry division deployed to Korea three months after the outbrzak of
hostilities. _

In this scenario the notional U.S. 19th Infantry Division arrives
in'Seoul. Korea, in June 19 and is attached to the notional South Korean
XVl Corps; all other divisions in the Corps are Korean. The assumptions

are that both R.0.K. and U.S. forces are using 1980 tactics and that North

Korean forces are using the same tactics described in Chapter Two. Alsc,
all forces are organized and equipped generally as they were in 1980.
The U.S. 19th Infantry Oivisfon arrives in Korea with qnly two

officers fn the G-2 section who speak Korean. Most of the officers in the

rvri——

R.0.K. XVI Corps speak English with varying degrees of proficiency.

XVI Corps' first mission will be an attack store the FEBA.

‘The 19th Division, fully equipped and supplied with 21l essentials to in-

c¢lude ammunition, is assigned an attack missﬁoh. The XV1 Corps prepares a

written operations order in both. Korean and.English.*
R * R .
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FIGURE 19

The 19th Infantry Division 1s to "attack and secure Objectives 1
and 2, and annihilate all enemy in sector." The American division commander
decides to attack Objective 1 with the lst Brigade and Objective 2 with the
2d 8rigade. The 3rd Brigade follows 2d Brigade, but detaches one battalicn
as divisiorn reserve. On order, an fntensive artillery preparation begins

on both objectives.
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During the dfvision's advance, observers spot a company of heli-‘
copters flying along the eastern flank. Before they are taken under fT;e.
several officers recognize them as obsolete U.S. models, and the division
dvdids an incident. The helicopters, despité fntense North Korean fire,
land somewhere north of Ohjectives 3 and 4 and heavy gunfire breiks out
immediately. : .

In the American sactor, meanwhile, the artillery is pounding.ob-
Jectives 1 and 2, and huge gouges are blown out of the forward saopes of
the hills. As the artillery 1ifts and the laad brigades begfn 0 ascend
tha hills, fhe North Koreans move from behind. the hills in trenches to the
military crest facing the assault., As the exhausted American forces reach
a point about 70% of the way up the hill, the North Koreans open up with
hand gren§des and machinegun fire from pillboxes. Because of the topography,

" the American forces are now too close to the enemy to use artillery. Ofrect
fire 1s doing nothing to the fortified positions.

‘The Amerfcan commander calls for close air support. The aircraft
are apprgved, and fhe airstrikes begin, The XVI Corps orders Weapons Hold

status on all afr defersa artillery fires. Simultaneously, Russian-made

a{rdraft are observed flying at high aititude over the friendly airstrikes,

The F-4s interdict three aircraft and as the afrcraft approach division
rear, ADA Weapons Tight status is declared; division ADA systems account

for four more downed afrcraft. Enemy paracute troops begin descending on

——

the division reac ares. The division reserve batta]ioq’is"dispatched to
Eggnxera::gskkthe parachutists as the combat support troops of the division

begin to suffer heavy losses. They are blocked by two companies of North
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Korean troops ore-infiltrated {pto the areaz and positi

avenye of approach into the division rear. The XVI Corps eventually com-

e i, ;-

mits a regiment from the reserve to reastablish the 19th Divisicn's rear.
Bacause of effective close air supporﬁ, the 19th Divisicn's assault
\.‘_.’__-__—-_-—-_‘—-——.

s successful. The division secures Objectives 1 and 2 and reconsolidates.

R

A —rre————

The Corps remains in place while inteiligence is gathered. Division is

ordered to attack new Cbjectives 1 and 2 the Fellowing night, allowing 24
ll hours for plasning and rehearsal. )

At 2329 hours, the division crosses the LD/LC, with the reconnaissance
H. battalion leading. Supplies are loaded, and the division S&T Battalion

brings up the rear several kilometers behind the leading brigades. Three

” kilometers out, the reconnaissance battalion encounters an armed force

astf.de the division boundary, and immediately takes them under fire.
Casualties -are—sustainad qo both sides, before it is determined that the
other force is the {nfiltratica battalion of the adjacent division, in

—"'-'-"-'—-——u-
place to support the 23rd lotl sion's attack.

The attack continues. Suddenly, long columns of trucks are seen

to the east moving northward, two kilometers forward 7 the 19th Divisfon's

reconnzissance elements. The G-3 notifies the R.0.X. Division G-3, who in-
M

forms him that the trucks are the lead elements of the division, moving to

r—

an attack_ﬂgéifjgp. Corps fs notified, and the Corps commander is furious

that the U.S. division {s slowing his attack. "What the hell do you think
your trucks are for, anyway?" he demands. The corps d15mcunt§ {mmediately

and the attack 1s held up.

+
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'1 After moving one kilometer further, the 1st Brigade encounters a

battalidﬁ-si?ed North Korean position. The division commander orders the

,br1g$a;_conmandér to withdraw and he so notifies the corps commander.

“You have met the enemy,” the corps commander states; “and you arn to de- ;>>

stroy *im to the last man.”

*We car easily bypass," replies the American commander. "We can

- fix him with artillery, and the Corps reserve can mop him up. We must \
press on to the objective; you told me this morning that retention bf key '
~ terrain {s highly critical.”

*1f the enemy is there,” replies the Corps commander, "that terrain |

{s key terrain, at jeast to him. We do not have the artillery assets to

drop on him all night, and the reserve force cannot reach your location for /

’ an hour. You are infantry, the enemy is infantry, so destroy him."

” Not being particularly well trained in night fighting and being T
L unfamilfar with the terrain, the U.5. lst Srigade suffers heavy losses be-
’ | fore driving the enemy from his position. Tne division cosmander moves

??' the reserve battalion to secure the position, then continues the attack.

Eventually, the R.0.K. and U.S. division: both secure their objec-
tives, despite heavy losses.

The XVI Corps §s ordered to defend. Let us now artifically change N
our scenario to make the 19th Infantry a mechanized division, for the sole '
purpose of injecting problems occasioned by the active defense. The next J
day, the 1Gth Divisjon faces 2 two-divisfon North Korean attack. The North
Korean dismounted Infantry are not observed until they have approached the

reconnaissance battalion, two kilometers out from the coveping‘force. The
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covering force is unable to use their long-range antitank weapons since
there are no armor targets., The North Koreans have elected to uie their
armor unfts in the South Xorean division's sector, where anti-ar. defenses
are<kn6wn to be weak. The covering forcés of both divisions are forced to
withdraw at approximately the same time.

As the attack progresses, the 2d 8rigad® of the U.S. force finds
its positicn untenable and reports that they are moving to a subsequent’
battle position. Soon, one battalion of the 1lst Brigade is forced to follow
suft. In another hour, the same process is repeated, requiring the re-
maining battalions of the lst Brigade to removélto avoid being cut off.
The 23d R.0.K, Division, to the east, observes the movement and believes
that the U.S. force ¥s being routed. Panic ensues in some ¢of the R.Q.K.

companies, "and a few enlisted men, in anger and desperation, begin firing

_ -at the American forces. The R.0.K. commanders restcre order.

In any eveﬁt. the R.0.K. forces, despite heavy losses, are attempting
te hold ground in the exact positions in which they had begun fighting.
The North Korean divisions which had been attacking in the U.S. sector see
an opportunity to assail the R.O.k. division's flanks and do $0. When the
Corps commander is informed, he commits the reSeEve division to a counter-
attack in the 23rd R.0.K. division's sector. As the R.0.K. reserve becomes
eng#ged. a parachute force_of North Koreans {is dropped intc the U.S,
divisfon's rear. (Corps has no reserves left to meet'this threat, and the
U.S. division turns fts attention to self-protection., The R.0.K.s continue

the battle. The situation at this point is depicted on the following page.
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FIGURE 20
AN UNSUCCESSFUL COMBINED R. O_K =U.S. DEFEN 3

o -

In later operations, good U.S. intelligence shows that a North
Korean fnfantry company 1s occupying a blockin§ postition astride one of
the division's avenues of approach to arn objective. ‘The division comman-
der inftiates a battalfon size atrmobile assault. The battalfon attacks
and destroys the enemy force, then returns by helicopter to rejoin {ts bri-

gade. The R.0.K. r is again fnfurfated. First, the y.s.

division has inftiated a separate combat actfon which did not fit into the

Corps scheme of maneuver * Also, the Aﬁerican force gained no ground for
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the cdrbs; they did nut retain the terrain. North Korean forces can again
move into che area and block the friendly assault. Finaily, the airborne

assault should have supported the overall scheme by taking place behind -

; the division objective. Convinced that thé Ameri&aﬁ commander 1s a dare;

devil and a grandstander, the R.0.K. Corps commander orders the division's
aviation battalion attached to corps control, where they "properly belong,
anyway.* The Amerfcan commander refuses, and cooperétion becomes practically

nonexistent.

The problems shown in the above scenario would be greatly magnified

‘1f dissimilar units had been {nvolved. For example, had either division

been mechanized or armor, further difficulties would be posed by logistfck.
different equipment, variations in speed of movement, 2nd lack of knowledge
of howrto employ ;he units. These problems, though, would exist in a pure
U.5. corps as well, and.do not refiect differences fn tactics.

In this doomsday scenarib. several problems caused many lives tg
be lost. Again, the scenario represents a deliberate worst case, and the
incidence of all the problems in one operation is certainly exaggerated.

The scenario 1s entirely possible, however. The problems can be summarized:

Probilem Cause Result
1. Unawareness of R.0.X. afr _ Confusion,
infiitration objectives.
2. Lack of coordfnation regarding ' Casualties.
rear area protection. '
3. Unawareness of R.0.K. ground U.S. and R.0.K.
infiltration unit. casualties.
4, Unawareness of R.0.X. {nfantry Confusion; possibly
unit truck movements, U.5. troops firing on

R.0.X. upit‘
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S. U.S. dismounted movement vs. Attack slowed;

R.0.K. truck movement. coordination difficult.

6.. U.S. bypassing forces vs. : ~ Confusicn and lack of

R.0.K. "annthilation” concept. coordinacion. In some
instances, R.0.K. forces
could move through a

Problem Causa fesylt

a W.S. sector thinking all
enemy have been cleared.

7. R.0.K. emphasis on night attack Casyalties. .
vs. U.5. relative de-emphasis.
8. U.5. active defense vs. R.O.K. Encirclement,
static defense. Confusion.
, Casualties,
9. Different airmobile concepts. "~ Confusion.

SCENARIO 2: A U.S. BRIGADE WITH A R.0Q.K. DIVISION

It is unnecessary to recount an entire scenario for a brigade in

‘ the same manner as the previous account. Rather, with the basic elements

already described, ft is sufficient to determine how the pricade scenarfo
differs from the division scenario.

First, at brigade level, there {s no consideratfon of separate afir-

‘mobi{le operations, so the question can he omitted. The different graphics

and control measures for the Korean afrmobile operation would cause prob-
lems; hﬁwever. even those are minimizeq by the R.0.K. Army's conduct of
such operations a3t battalion level only.

In this scenario, let us assume that the 1* 5, 3rd Brigade of any
infantry division {s attached to a notfonal 29th R.0.K. Infantry Division.
There are obviously going to be logistiéa! difficuities, 1n the sense that
a U.S. brigade {s not &s self-sufficient as a divisicn, but this {s exogenous
to the tactical question. Let us address each of the problem areas én-

countered by the hypothetical U.S5. 19th I[nfantry Division in Scanario L;
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If the U.S. brigade conmander {s ordered to detacﬁ 2 battalion for
the air infiltration unit, he will not understand what his role is. He
will protest transporti g his battalion in vhat he helfeves to te inferior
atrcraft piloted by untrustworiay Korean pilots. He may even get the im-
pression that his battalion s being sent on some soFt of suicide mission
behind enemy lines to gain time for the Korean units to march securely
through uncontested territery. He will not know how to develop an operations
ordér which accurately reflects the division's (ntant. Although the {n-
filtration annex is prepared in detail at division headquarters, {t may be
in the Xorean lanquage, and valuable time will be lost in acquiF(ng an
accurate translation. A logical R.0O.K, divicion coumander will not 2ssign
this mission to the American brigade.

Generally the same holds true for the ground infiltration mission.
Although the ground infiltration afssfon is simpler in fts cencept, thers
are factors, such as doubt concerning the American troops' ability ts iden-
tify R.0.K. soldiers from Horth Korean soidiers, which mitigate against
using U.5. forces in this role. |

The brigade commander will not have the t'ivision's problem of an-
countering &4 ground infiltration unit in pasitfon. The ground infiitration
unit’'s objective is shown clearly on the division operations overlay. Of
course, all the problems of reading the operations overlay remain if the
overlay uses Korean symbols. There may be nobody on the American side who
can read the Kcrean labels, and nobady in the Xorean division Qho can

accurately translate the labels fnto Acceptable military English.

+
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If.the brigade is attacking with the division, movement fs & prob-
lem, The U.S. infantry brigade will probably have mechanized or armored
forces, which cannot utilize their full potential if they are to maintain

' contact with siower advancing brigades on the flanks. U.S. light infantry

battalions may balk at moving close to the battle arsa in division-supplied

trucks. Confusion and problems of coor®ination will result in either case.
The problems caused by differing philosophies on bypassing enemy

L3

forces and problems in the night attack would be ideatical at brigade and

division level.

- It is apparent that the most effective use of the U.S. brigade by

the R.0.X. divicion commander would be as the division reserve. This option

gives him the maxi: nefit of the U.S5. brigade's mobility in the counter-

[[' "~ attack role. Unfortunately, the infiltraticn roles are often assigned to

the reserve regiment, so a conflict is presented. The divisicn commander
¢ Teserye TesThen
° . .
[[ must fn this case assign these missions to attacking brigades, thereby de-

L
creasing his forward combat strength, at least temporarily.

His other remaining option, if he has four regiments or brigades,
is to assign the brigade the rear area security mission, even though it is
Xja mission unfamiliar to American brigades. Either of the last two options
decreases the overall attacking strength of the division, since the U.S.
brigade {s generally better armed. |
Problems in the defense are similar to those encountered by a U.S.
division attached to a R.0.K. corps. The American brigade commander would
receive an dperations order, with an overlay whicﬁ depicts Several battalion

and company battle positions. The U.S. commander proceeds to plan for the
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active defense using the division cnnnwnger's concept. Unfortunately, the
"battle positions"” on his overlay are in fea1ity blocking positions, ahd
réitnquishing any of them -culd create all of the problems of the division
scén&rio presented earlier. Likewise, his analysis of the terrain in the
brigade sector may have initially led him to completely different conclusions
regarding placement of troops.

Many of the problems associated with the U.S. 19th }nfantry Division
are the same as those associated with the brigade, yet several, such as
the problem of recognizing the ground iafiltration unit, are diminished or
eliminated by decreasing the size of the U.S. unit and heﬁce increasing the
degree of R.0.K. control.

SCENARIO 3: A U.S. BATTALION WITH A R.O.K. REGIMENT

Problems at battalion level are reduced even'further, particularly
if the battalicn is light infantry. Logistics are much more compatible.
Unfortunately, at lower levels, chances for qualified interpreters are re-
duced; it is assumed that attached noncommissioned officers or junior.
offiéérs are almost completely unaware of tactical differences.

The U.5. battalicon would be briefed by the regimental commander
concerning the infiltration units, and the infiltration objectives would
be shown on the overlay. The U,S. battalion would not get the responsive
artillery support they are accustomed to, and the battalion would be ex-
pected to engage in close combat to a greater degree than they are trained
to do. Problems of bypassing forces would be minimized by responsive co-

ordination between commanders. -

+
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The American commander in the active defense does not pull out of

positions without authority from the next higher heaﬂquarters. so the

battalion commander would learn quickly that he is to retain his present

positions. The prospects for smooth control of the battalion by the R.0.K.s

seem better than the R.0.K. corps cgnnunder's control of the U.S. division.

SCENARIO 4: A U.S. BATTALIOM WITH A R.0.K. REGIMENT IN A UW_SETTING

In this scenaric a U.S. infantry battalion is attached to a South

Korean infantry regiment for an indefinite period of time to conduct counter-

guerrilla operations. We assume that for political reasons U.S5. forces will

. not couducf active guerrilla aperations against North Korea,

In 19 North infiltrated several sabotage teams, small

e —_—y

guerrilla units, and at least one full brigade into South Korea. Since
ks V—_————-——‘—‘—__

[[ C there is no jungle or thick forest cover, units are primarily uéing the
’ w.‘__"-w——..____._.._____.

mountains for bases, with extensive tunnels and underground CPs.

ll ' In December, the R.0.X. regiment i{s ordered to conduct a series of
company-sized ambushes across 2 twelve-mile mountain pass. Ambushes are

” | s to remain in place for five days. The Americans soon find that they are

unable to remain in place for more than a few hours without suffering cold

" S " injuries. The R.0.K. soldiers are also facing cold-injury problems, and
although certainly not immune to cold, are quietly suffering and remaining
in position. The American battalion commander has ordered the messhall to
deliver hot rations to the soldfers in line. Without attempting to degrade
the G.I.s, we can simply assume that the U.S. force does not remain in

position for five days without giving away their positions.
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The regiment is later assigned an area of operations. Each dattalien,
including the U.S. battalion, {is assigned a base of operaticns on a hilltop.

Tre battalion commander, who was 2 company commander in Vietnam. leaves

'ﬁis headquarters company and combat support company on the firebase and

assigns each of his line companies an area of operations, ordering them to

oatrol their sectors for three weeks. Heasoon discovers that he is not
going to be resupplied by air, and that he must provide convoy security for
supply trucks. He is forced to call one company back to the bdse. He

soon finds, also, that the battalion must carry the suppiies up the hill

by hand, since the trucks cannot reach the top.

When one of his companies in the fieid encounters an enemy force,
the commander socon finds that artillery is not avairablg to assist them.
He is required to engage the enemy with direct fire,

_  When the Korean regimental commander ovders the battalion to move 1
immediately to counterattack in another battalion's sector, he is amazed
to learn that the U.S. commander cannot consolidate his widely separated v
battalion_fbr at least a day. .

In a later action, the regiment is ordered to conduct a counter-
-infiltration action as part of the division. In this case, the Amerfican
battalion commander is completely lost, and must improvise his own concept
for how the battalion will executé its responsibilities. No matter how
ingenious he may be; he will initially have no concept of how to deal with
and effectively integrate the civilian poiice and Homeland Reserve Force

units in his sector.
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The problems in the UW case are not insurmountable; indeed, even
in trying to'worst-case the scenario, a1l the problems are short-term in
nature. Despite the author's original inclinaticn that several severe
problem areas could be foreseen from diffeiences in UW tactics, they did
not develop. More sericus problems ‘aT_EE;E5EE93§g~f599LEEEﬂ_3£EEE_E§_

logistics, la qiess i oners of war. The

differencés in tactics remain, however, It is the author's opinion that

the Korean tactics are more thorough and have a better chance for success
in the Republic of Korea than the U.S. tactics, and they deserve more de-

tailed American study.
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEM AREAS

All the problems developed in the preceding s;enarios have one
factor in common: there were differences in tactical doctrind that each
side failed to recognize. There are twd obvious blanket solutions to solve
this problem. The tactical differences can be eliminated by having both
nations use the same tactics, or all members of the chain of command in
both Armies can be made aware of tha di%ferences in tactics and learn to
compromise in a combined operation.

the first solution would be difficult. The Republic o9f Korea did

in fact use American tactics a few years ago, but as the U.S. Army re-

N

oriented its doc;gigg_;ghg_sgzggfifkscenario, the R.0.K, was forced to

forego some ¢f the changes and to adoot other tactics. As stated eartier,
e s

there are several factors which mitigate against the R.0.K. adopting the-
“active defense, while at the same time, the U.5. Army has committed {tself

almost exclusively to Europgan-scenario tactics,
. * .

143



The United States must be prepared to combat the threat on battle-
fields around the world, and we can no more afford to orient U.$. doctrine
to the Korean Peninsula exclusively than we can to:Europe. Yet there abg
several options which offer a reasonable solution and the U.5. 2d Iﬁfantry
Division is the obvfous place to start,.

' It is not necessary for them to adopt é.O.Kﬂ Army tactics, but it
is necessary that at least the chain of command be aware of the differences.
Al though the active defense may have some appiicability in a KQ;ean War, it
could be disastrous in a combined operation. " The 2d Infantry Division must
not allow the area defense and the mobile defense to become lost arts. At
the same time, they should practice the Korean forms of attack with parti-
cular emphasis on counter-infiltration operations.

This 1s fine for the division already in Korea; what about contin-
gencies? Any U.S. division with a ceitingency mission for the R.0.K. should
receive training fn both North and South Korean tactics and must place
priority on night training. In the event of war a R.0.K. battalion should

be assigned to each such division prior to deployment to conduct intensive

‘training for the division.

If training in Korean-specific tactics is uneconomical or if there

.—v—-——_—-—'h'-‘——_.;
booklet, such as a field manual, which American officers and noncommissioned
”_-._...——-"""-—'——.__

15 not enough time, then at the very least there should be a handy reference \

officers could use in wartime or in combined tfaining exernises., [t is

M .
ironic that we have manuals on North Korean tactics and Soviet tactics, but ~:7

none on West Germén or South Korean doctrine.*

*Fort Leavenworth teaches a unit of instruction which describes other dw
NATO tactics and map symbols, but the Republic of Korea, where U.3. forces
have been stationed for nearly 35 years, has been negiected in this regard. L.
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It seems that problems in combined operations were minimized in
the above scenarios by decreasing the sfze unit attached to a R.0.K.

parent unft. These results could be partiailiy due to the author's bias

.that the tighter the degree of paredt-unit'control, the more rapidly the

éommander's expectations can be communicated and executed. Indeed, the
smaller the American unit, the less dissim{ar it becomes to a like Korean

unit insofar as equipment and organization are concerned. The,recommenda-
\——'-"—"_‘_-—‘-\

tion is obvious: whenever possibla, cross-attach at the lowest unit level.*
\______,..—-—-m....__\“_-___‘____

———_——

The technique of avoidance could have some merit also. By assigning

one sector of the Peninsula to a United States corps, independent operations
; phaaali

can be undertake g u.s. : . personnel
%5EE2E.é&—lhﬂ-hishgig‘lsxgli: This is a politically and militarily unsavory

choice, however, in light of the Republic of Korea's pride in being able

to control the larger military operation in the homeland.

One choice is to retain or expand the Korean Augmentation to the
—_—

Ut§, A KATUSA) Program. Although excellent in spirit and execution,

this program, which fnvolves primarily younger enlisted men and noncommissioned

officers, does not address or femedy the tactical problem. The enlisted
‘-_______ ——
men can teach and acquire techniques, but know little about tactical doctrine.

The continuing standardization programs for mil{tary equipment and

armament are valuable, but time could be a critical factur. Recall that

*I realize that this is a novel approach in that it does violate
most accepted military thought. We have little pravious experienca in this
area; further research should be conducted, There are successful h!storical
examples of such unit integrations, such as the British experience with
muiti-ethnic armies in India, The thrust of my recommendation {s that some
empirical research should be tried in Korea in a peacetime environment.
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some differences {n tactics result from differences in equipment. The Re-

public of Korea is rapidly becoming self-sufficient in manufacturing or

~ assembling major items of military equipment, but the future time frame

depicted here is too soon for the R.0.K. Army to be equipped the same as
the U.S. Army. Indeed, such an event may never occur. Because of the
terrain, long-range direct-fire antitank weapons, for example, have much
less utility in Korea than in Europe.

Economics has a bearing aiso. It is stil] more cost-effective to
have two privataes dig a tank pit than to buy one more TOW weapon. Never-
theless, any increased standardization reduces tactical différences as
well,

CONCLUSIONS

~ There are significant differences in U.S. and Korean tactics,
sufffcient to cause unnecessary loss of lives in a renewed conflict. The
principal recommendations for remedying the problems are training some U.S.
u.lts in Korean tactics, developing a fieid manual which illustrates the
differances, presenting instruction on the iuhject at the U.S. and R.0.K.
Army Command and General Staff Co'leges, increasing standardization of
equipment and arms, and either cross-attuching units at the lowest level
possible or avoid cross-attaching units altogether by assigning U.S. forces

separata sectors on a corps basis,
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APPENDIX B

ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS: THE SOUTH XOREAN INFANTRY DIVISION

SOURCE: Republic of Xorea, Duties of the Operations Qfficer: Advance
Material, (Chinhae, Xorea: Army College, 1978}, pp. 18 - 2.

1. Mission. In addition to its normal combat missions, the infantry
division is responsible for:

2. Preparation for conventional warfare. *

b. Protection of human 1ife and property.

c. Civil defense support.

2. Organization. . -

a. The division is orgénized into a division headquarters, 3 infantry
regiments, one artiilery group (division artillery), a tank battalion, and
supporting units.

b. Tuz Zisision, according to the situation, receives support from
higher headquarters or may have augmentation units attached.

3. S5taff Organization.

a, Staff organization is similar to that of the United States Army.
b. The staff is composed of a general staff, a special staff, a
personal staff, and specialized officers.

4. Cormand Posts. Sevaral command posts are used:

a. The main command post.
b. The tactical command post.
¢. The rear area comnand post.

d. The interior command. post.
* . -
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5. The Infantry Division's Principal Combat tnits.

a. The infantry regiment.

(1)} The regiment is composed of a headquarters and headquarters
company, 4 infantry baﬁtalions. a loéis;ical support company aﬁd a medical
company. '

(2) Mission: To attack aﬁd‘destfoy'the enemy by ffre, maneu#er.
and close combat.

© b. The-tank company.

(1) Composed of 2 headquarters and 4 tank platoons.

(2} Mission: When attached to other maneuver units, to defeaﬁ.
and destroy encmy units by fire, méneuVer and shock action.

c. The reconnaissance battalion.
(1). Composed of 4 reconnaissance companies.
- (2) Missions:

(a) Light combat actions,

(b) Attached to units whose combat strength has been depleted
for use in offensive, defensive and retrograde operations.

(c) Reconnaissance and special combat actions in the enemy's
rear areas.

6. Combat Support Units of the Infantry Division. The division has the

following organic combat support units,
a. Division artillery.
b. Engineér battalion.
c. Signal battalfon.
d. Oivision aviation company.

e, Chemical support detachment

8-2
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7. Combat Service Suppcft Units of the Infantry Division.

~ a. Military police detachment.
b. Repluceﬁent company.

"¢, Ordnance service detachment.
d. Medical service detachment. .

e. Maintenance/transportation service detachment.

ﬂ
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APPENDIX C

ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS: THE SCUTH XOREAN
MECHANIZED INFANTRY DIVISIOR

SOURCE: Republic of Korea, Duties of the Operations Qfficer: Advance
Material, {Chinhae, Korea: Army College, 1378), pp. 22-24.

1. Orqanization (TOE 17-ROK). The division is organized into a division

headquarters, three mechanized infantry brigades, a s2lf-propellad artillery
brigade, and an armored reconnaissance battation.
2. Brigades. The.subordinate brigades of the division may be t;sk-
organized from the following battalions:
a. Three mechanized infantry battalions.
b. Three motorized rifle battalions.
¢. Three tank battalions.

3. Crqanization of the subordinate maneuver battalions.

a, Tank battalion: A headquarters and headquarters company and three
tank companies.

b. Mechanized infantry battalion: A headquarters and headquarters
company and three mechanized infantry companies.

c. Motorized rifle battalion: A HHC and three motorized rifle com.
panfes. The scout car is the principle means of transportation.

4. The Armgrad Reconnaissance Battalion. Composed of three armored

reconnaissance companies.

5. Subgrdinate combat support units.

a. The field artillery brigade. ,
(1) One 8-fnch self-propelled field artillery Lattalion.
(2) Three }35-mm self-propelled field artillery battalions.
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b. Engineer battalion.

"¢. Signal battalion.

d. Aviation detachment.

‘e. Chemical support detachment.
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APPENDIX D
PRINCIPAL R.0.K. ARMY ITEMS OF COMBAT EQUIPMENT: AN ENUMERATION

SOURCE: Republic of Korea, FM 101-10-1, Organizational Descriptions and
' Military Logistics Resources, {Secul, Korea: Government Printing
rfice, » PP. 5-18 thru 5-26.

1. Small Arms. o
Carbine Calld, M1, M2 (Korean-produced)

Rifle, U.S., Cal 30, M1

Rifle, automatic, Cal 30, M1 1918 A2 .

Gun, Mazhine, Cal. 30, M1919 A-6, M1919 A-4

Rifle, 5.56am M16 (U.S. and Korean-produced)

Pistol, cal, 45 MI911A, MI91]Al

Gun, submachine, Cal. 45 M3, M3Al

Gun, Machine, Cal. 50 M2

Rifle, S7mm M18, MI1B8A1

Launcher, Rocket 3.5" M23, M20AB1

Launcher, Grenade M7

Bayonet, Knife, MI913 : .
Bayonet, Knife, M4

2. Indirect Fire Weapons.

Mortar, 60mm M2, M19
Mortar, Blmm M1, M29
Mortar, 4.2" M2, M30
Howitzer, I0Smm M2A2
Howitzer, 155mm M1Al
Gun, 155mm M2

Howitzer, 8" M2Al

3. Wheeled Vehicles,

Trailer, Cargo, Y4-ton, M100

Tratler, Cargo, %-ton M10

Trailer, 1-ton (Korean-produced)

Trailer, tank water, l-ton, 2-wheel, 250G/A
Trailer, tank water, lk-ton, 2-wheel, 400G/A
Semitrailer, Van Cargo, 6-ton, M118
Semitrailer, Stake, 6-ton M118

Semitrailer, Stake, 12-ton M127,
Semitrailer, Stake, 20-ton {Korean-produced)
Semi-trailer, Low-bed, 25-ton, M172
Automobile, sedan, medium (Korean-produced)
Truck, %-ton, GPW (WWII vintage)
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Truck, %-ton, 4x4 Utility, CJ3B-J4C
Truck, %-ton, 4x4 Jeep, M606

Truck, 3/4-ton, 4xé cargo, J602

Truck, 2%-ton, 4x4, Cargo, 20wiSL, J603
Truck, 2%-ton, 6x6, Cargo, M602

Truck, 4-ton, Cargo {Korean-produced)
Truck, 5-ton, 6x6 Cargo, M54

Truck, 6-ton, Carge {Korean-produced)
Truck, 10-ton, 6x6 Cargo, M125.

Truck, Wrecker, Medium, 4-ton {Korean-produced)

Truck, Wrecker, Medium, 5-ton, M543 _
Truck, Wrecker, Medium, 6-ton {Korean-produced)
Tractor, i0-ton, M123

Transporter, 50-ton, MI1SA2

Tractor, 4-5 ton {Korean-produced)

Tractor, 5-ton, M54 _

Tractor, 6-ton {Xorean-produced)

Truck, 10=ton, 6x6, Tractor, M123

4, Tracked Vehicles.

Carrier, Personnel, Full-tracked Armored, M113
Carrier, Personnel, M3AI

Gun, self-propelled, M16Al

Tank, Medium, M4A3

Tank, Medium, 90mm, M47

Tank, medium, M48A2

FR T S

Tank, medium, M48AS (AS conversion kits Korean-produced)

Gun 90mm, Seif-propelled, MS6
Yehicle, Tank, Recovery M32
Vehicle, Tank-Recovering, M47

5. Missiles and Associated Equipment.

Tracking Station, Trailer, AN/MPA-5
Generator set (Korean-made)

Radar Antenna, Trailer, 0A-134P/MPA
Radar Antenna, Missile, Trailer, AN/MSA-19
Antenna, Radar, 0A-1596-T, CA-1601/T
Antenna, Target-tracking, 0A-1487/MPA
Missile Test Set (Korean-made)

Missile Test Set Carrfer, M451
Launching Control Indicator, C-2699/TSW
Friget Simulator QA-2010/MSW-4
Nike-Hercules Monorafl Launcher M36
Nike-Hercules Missile M6

Section, Control, Indicator 2520/TSW

‘ .
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Section, Simulator Group M3, M2

Launching, Control. Section Trailer AN/MSW-4

HAWK, Missile XM-3E1

illuminator. Continuous Wave, AN- MPQ-33
Continuous Wave Acquisition Radar, AN/MPQ -34
Puise Acquisition Radar, AN/MPQ-35
Range~only Radar, AN/MPQ-37

High~Power [1luminator, AN/MP(Q-39

Assault Fire Command Console AN/TSW-4
Launcher XM-738E 3

Loader-Transporter XM501-E2

€. -Helicopters {Model Numbers Only)
OH-13H

- UH-18D

CH-21C
O0H-230
CH-34C
CH-378
UH-18
UH-10
CH-54
CH-47A
0-1AE
U-6A
U-80
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APPENDIX E

R.0.K. ARMY OPERATIONAL GRAPHICS

PR e T bt it i R LR

This appendix demonstrates differences in U.S. and R.0.K. military

symbology which can cause confusion in reading operations overlays and

consequently in conducting combined operatidhs.

The first several

categories are symbols which Americans can easily misinterpret or misun-

derstand; the last'category are symbols which can confuse the Korean‘

soldfer.l Each category, obviously, causes mutual misunderstanding.

Unit and combat service support symbols using Korean lettering

Unti} 1978 most Korean symbols were the same as tie American, in-

¢luding labeliing with American abbreviations, such as "FEBA" or "GOP",

Problems with less-educated soldiers caused the R.0.K. Army to revert to

Korezn lettering. The symbols beluw are representative of some of the

major symbology which differs on Kbrean and U.S5. overlays.

U.5. Symbol
1

Unit

Replacement Uﬁit
(Company).

Military Palice
Company.

Supply and Service
Battalion,

~ Korean Symbal
7 .
"ES

[REPL

| —

1

MP

SVC

X%
1

et




Unit

Military Intelligence
Company.

P.0.W. Collection
Point

(Fietd) Army
Supply Depot.

Civitian Collection
Point

Stragglier Collection
Point,

Saivage Collection
Point.

Headquarters &
Headquarters Company

Korean Symbol
!

e

X
er
%X
ll
%X
Sk
5t

\
-]

U.S. Symbol
|
ML

wRX
C

coLL |

. K
e e e
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Tactical Control Me&sures lysing Korean Lettering ' ﬁ

Symbol

No=-fire Line.

Control Line
{Phase Line).

Base.

Cbjective

As with unit symbols, diagrammatic techniques for tactical operations
now use Korean lettering. In most other respects, the symbols are the same ol

for both countries. The Korean labels are abbreviations which cannot be A

Fire Support
Coordination Line,

found in a dictionary. This causes some problems for even R.0.K. officers, g

R.0.K. Version‘ : U.5. Vgrsfon -

~— I e NFL
\\_;a—-FSCL

(Named, GREEN

Lettered or : C
Numbered) a

<

Always numbered. Number,

Letter,

Code Name, or C
Unit Designation. /
E-3
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Symool R.0.K. Version u.S. Version
Line of departure/ NS AN ‘d#t‘l 2 Yt Yol e L'D"-C
Line of contact. RUAL, _
Forward Edge of '
Battle Area. : 24 ¢ FEBF\

-

Differences in Numbering Unit Desiqnations

There are several differences in showing unit designations, partly
due to the korean regimental systém and partly due to the Korean practice
of omitting some parts of the designation on map symbols. First, Korean
companies are numbered, not lettered:

U.S. Infantry Company Korean Infantry Company
11

. . | .

R.0.K. unit symbols show the dasignation of the unit and its im=

- mediate parent unit. U.5. Army symbols include all parent unit data, al-

though 1t may sometimes be omitted. The example below 1s of a company cf
the 4lst Field Artillery Battalion, 18th F1eld Artillery Brigade, 12th
Corps: ‘ '

U.5. Symbol ' : R.0.X. Symbol

i

pSedu-ers 1D u
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Simitarly, a company of the Stn Tank Battalion, directiy subor-
dinate to 5th Corps, would appear as follows:

, U.S. Symhal . R.G.X. Symbol
1 ' 1 }

o) k. 3 Os

Enemy Unit Designatiocn
” The Korean Army uses a completely different designation syStem for
enemy units from the one 1t uses for friendiy units. The U.S. Army uses
“ | the same U.S. unit symbols for enemy units as it does for friendly units,
” except that we draw the symbol in red or in double lines. Thé_R.O.K. Army
uses abbreviations for the type unit, 35 shown below; in service schools
A - |
- | Type Unit R.0.K. Symbol U.S. Symool
u Enemyl fnfantry . .
: Battaiion. t\-\ !
L1 .
i
[ Enemy artiliery
[l : regiment, ‘
| 3 [J
Eremy armor '
. Company.

"’Ji
oM

=
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Differing Symbols

For some control measures, the South Korean Army uses different

symbols {sometimes only slightly giffarent), from the U.S. version.

Meaning
Airborne Orop Zone

Special Forces
Battalion.

Chemical Smoke
Company.

Aviation Battalion.

Motorized Rifle
Battalion.

R.0.K. Symbol

.

Always rectangular

U.S. Symbol

Usuyally circular

A
SF
Y,

) .

'-_L_-1
VaN
A4
"ij

A

{Note slight
aifference)

Found in FM 21-230,

but not commonly
known.

S




Meaning

Graves Registration
Point

Searchlight Platoon

Conceptual Differences

R.0.K. Symbol

XX
ey
1i e |09
«L

U.S. Symbol
KX
i
GRREG
1l e j60%]
Qu

The following symbols are those which the United States Army does

not use because U.S. and Korean units or concepts are difierent.

Meaning

Division Rest Area
(R&R Camp).

.50-Caliber Company
(ADA Role).

 Field Army.

Ammunition Storage
Area (Rear).
{Not the same as ASP}.

*

R.0.K. Symbol

R
A \
i e
‘ .
XX
ik 3 1L
oD

e
1

3

U.S. Symbol

No equivalent.

No equivalent.

XAXA

U.5. “equivalent®
is the
Theater Army.

NO eguivélent.

—= 1y
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A battalion (minus)
and reinforced. (—ﬁ

Meaning R.0.X. Symbol

Airborne Operation: '
Bloching Position {AT)
on 3 Road.
{
A TOM Company
2%

I1lumination
Platoon.

L

Major U4.5. Symbols Not Used in the R.O.K. Army

]

25 F e AT T e ey

LTI L e i
GRS
. oo

EEE R RTIY

U.S. Symbol |
In U.5. doctrine,
a unft is "minus®

or task organized,
not both,

Not Used.
+ ) ,

fo equivalent 'f
unit.

No equivalent
unit.

There are many U.5. symbols which are not generailly undarstood by

the South Korean soldier because the R.0.X. has no equivalent units or

tactical concepts. The following are only a representa*ive sample:

Meaning U.S. Symboil
p.4

Airmobile Brigade,

E-8

R.0.X, Symbol

No equivalent
unit.

S raaod 4 R BT AR



II
|
ll

I

Meaning

Maintenance Management

. Lenter.

CEWI Battalion.

Battle Position.

The point of this appendix is obvious; the U.S. Army and the South

‘pretext of defining all the differences; there are many more. For the

most p&rt; the R.0.K. Army uses U.S5. military symbology. If{ 15 the small

understands an operations overlay when he truiy does not. Improper ccmmunﬂ

cation can waste lives.

U.S. Symbol

%X
\L

11
CEWTI

- Korean Army do use some different map symbols. This appendix makes no

- differences which can lead an officer of either Army to believe that he

R.0.K. Symbol

Ho eqhiva1ent
agency.

No equivalent
unit.

Concept not used.
R.0.X. Army uces
blocking positionsg

worst-case example is shown on the following page of a R,0Q.K.

defensive operation overlay. Without further comment, let it suffice for

the Amcrican reader to attempt to interpret it without rzferences.
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WORST-CASE MILITARY SYMBOLOGY
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! . END NOTE TO APPENDIX E -

I . 1a11 the symbols shown in this appendix can be found in many
sources. The Korean symbology 'was derived from a review of all the
Korean Army source documents used in th:s work prev1ously. plus the
following: o )

, - : {
Republic of Korea, Logistics Officer Duties: Advance Material, l
(Chinhae. Korez: Army College, 1978}. i

Republic of Korea, Division Retrograde Qperations: Advance
Material, tChinhae. Korea: Army College, 1978).

Republic of Korea, Large Unit Defense Advance Material, (Chinnhae,
Korea: Army College, 1978). .

Republic of Korea, Use of Fire Supcport: Advance Material,
(Chinhae, Korea: Army College, 19.8).

I ——— Tt A My ity

. _ The American Army symboloqgy was derived from:

U.S. Army, FM 21-30: Military Symbols, {Washington, D.C.: U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1970). . -

it Lo Uu.S. Army, RB 101-5-1: OQperational Yerms and Sraphics, (Fort
‘ Leavenworth; KS: U.S. Army Command and General Staft College, 1979).

1

. " . . .
il - : . |
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APPENDIX F
SAMPLE R.0.K. ARMY OPERATIONS ORDER

Scurce: Korean Army publication, White Paper Tactics (Division Attack)
(Chinhae. Korea: Army College, 1975), Pp. -0-32.

(Security Classification)

1lth Infantry Division

Korea
- 19 , M, D-2. 12:00

Operations Order No. 5

1. Situation
ka, Enemy Forces: Annex "ka", Intelligerce.
na. Friendly Situation:
(1) Sixth Corps, on November 21, secures Hill 360 and City "Ma",
and continues the attack to the north to secure City "Xa" and City "Na“.
da. Attachments and detachments .
20uth tank battalion (M. 0-2, 09 0o, attachea)
631st FA Battalion (
- 411, 412 Light Transport Truck Company { = S

2. Mission ,

pivision attacks M-Montn, D-Day, at 06:30, secures Hill 350, and cn
order prepares to continue the attack to the north, but also prepares to
"support the passage of lines of 15th Infantry Division.

3. Execution
. ka. Concept of the Operation
Attack with two regiments advanc1ng, with 31st [nfantry Regiment
in the wést, 22d Infantry Kegiment in the east, and 33d Regiment as reserve,
and penetrate enemy positions.
‘ ' 32d Infantry Regiment as Division main attack, secures Objective
*1* and 31st Infantry Regiment, as secondary attack, secures Objective "2.
. 33d {nfantry Reqgiment initially, as division reserve, gives priority
to the main attack sector, and prepares to be committed,
Special Mission Urit {ground infiltration} attacks Objective "3
and, after Tinking up with the main attack unit, becomes attached.
Priority of fire support 1s to the 32d Infantry Regiment and to
the Special Mission Unmit,
Appendix "na", Fire Support Plan.
- n&. 31st Infaptry Regiment
Attached: 1st Company, ZQ0th Tank Battalion.
da. 32d Infantry Regiment
' Attached: 200th Tank 3attalion (-}.
ra., 33d Infantry Regiment
(1) Provide i company-sized ground infiltration unit.

F-1
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{2) Regiment (-): Division reserve.
3) Appendix “da“, Infiltration.

ma. Special Mission Unit (ground infiltration): Appendix “da”,

Infiltration.
ba. 200th Tank Battalion
1st Company: Attached to 3ist Inf. Regt.
gattalion {-): Attached to 32¢ Inf. Regt.
sa. 11th Reconnaissance Company
Protact Qivision rear area.
an. Divisfon Artillery :
21) 41st FA Battalicn: DS, 31st Inf..Regt.
2) 42d FA Battalion: DS, 32d Inf. Regt.
(3) 43a FA Battalion: US, Ground Infiltration Unit.

' After link-up, Division GS ana (also) reinforce 42d FA
3attalion: O0S to 33d Inf. Regt. when cormitted.

(4) 44th FA Battalion: GS.

5§) 63lst FA Battalion: GS and (also) reinforce-42d FA' Ba.

6) Annex "na“, Fire Support Plan,
ja. 1lth Engineer Battalion

(1) 1st Co.: D0S, 3ist Inf. Regt.

kz 2d Co.: 0S, 32a Inf. Regt.

3) 1st platoon, 3d Co.: Attached to special mission unit.

(4} 3d Co. (-): 0S to 33d Inf. Regi. when comnitted.
cha. 410, 411 Light Transport Truck Company: GS.
k'a: Division Reserve ‘

(1) 33d Inf. Regt (-}

(2} 1lth Tank Company.

(3) Priority to 32d Inf. Regt. sector and prepare to be utilized.

ta, Coordinating Instructions
{1} Practice deception.
(2) Pricrity of road use is to the main attack unit.
4. Administration and Logistics: See Admin Order.
5. Command and Signal: Signal Annex "ra®.
Acknowledge:
pDivision Commander Major General Chun Ha Sul
Annexes:
ka. Intelligence.
na. Fire Support Plan.
da. Infiltration.
ra. Signal.
AUTHENTICATION

Opz2rations Ufficer Lieutenant_tolone1 - Chae Soon Jung
+ (SECURITY CLASSIFICATION)
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APPENDIX G

R.0.K. ARMY AIRBORNE CO-iTROL MEASURES

." \ FIGURE §-1

' ‘A@ - A SAMPLE R.0.K. ARMY AIRBORNE OPERATION
Lo

fo understand the differences between R.0.K. and U.s. airborne con-
éebtﬁ. ona must understand the differences'1n diagramming. Whereas the
American objectives are lettered, the Korean objectives are numbered. The
English terh "08J", for objective, does not normally appear on the'KoEean
overlay, but was merely transtated here; The drop 2ones are designated and
appear‘on the operations overléy; they appear in a sepa-ate ahnex‘to the

U.S, order. The DIs are lettered in the Korean alphabet.
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The diviston boundary 1s roughly circular. 'Aitnough the size of a
division boundary is stated to be 14-20 kilometers in radius,-the norwal
metnod 1s to use the preparing officer's haﬁd.span to measure the radius,
usually giving a radius of ten to eieven kilometers on a 1:30,000 map.
Regimental boundaries are shown in sotid tines, regardiess of the number
of echelons or phases. It is important to note taa: each regiment secures

1ts own assigned objectives only, so the operaticon sometimes resembies a

‘saries of three separate assaults. Also, American techniques allow for

the use of s1ther sectors or battie areas. [n the Korean Army, Only sectors
are allowed.

Note aiso the use of the COP (combat outpost). This is an older

‘U.S. Arsy technigue. Contact points are placed on tne division voundary.

Whereas, U.S. units occupy or at teast make contact at these points as soon
as possible, the R.0.K. Army occupies tnese points only after the ob-
Jectives have been secured.

Rather than assig~ing tne security mission tc the air cavalry, the

. division's organic armored reconnaissance battalion performs the mission,

This s the result of a aifference in organization.‘therg hgingAno.air
cavalry in the R.b.K..digision. Note that sectors_fgr-the-recon unit are
assigned down to p]atoon level in the division operations order.

The pcsitions designated by & black dot represent observation posts.
An observation post {s estazblisned on every hillsiae. where practicable,
surrounding the division area--after tne objectives have been secured and
the regiments have reorgarized. The pbsitions.represented by the symbol

¢ represent a blocking position strongly reinfgrcea‘with anti=tark weapons.
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These blocking positions are placed on every

leading into the division area.

road, improved or unimproved,
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, o APPENDIX H :
, - . AMPHIBIOUS OPERATICN TERAINOLOGY
U.S. ARMYMARINE CORRESPONDING
’ CORPS TERM : KOREAN TERM
“1. Amphibious. 1. er-thé-sea.
|[ 2. Amphibious Withdrawal. 2. Sez withdrawal.
e MR R
' 3. Amphibious raid. 3. Amphibious surprise
| ‘ atl}aCk. A
| T % 15)
” 4. Amphibious demonstration. 4. Amphiofous diversionary
\ operatign, c
| - B oF £)
“ ) ‘5, Inftiating directive. 5. Initial order.
GE 2
- 6. Commander, Joint Amphibious €. Amphibious maneuver
I[ i - Task Force (CJATF) {Navy). unit commander. A\
- o (S & 1\g 4 )
' : . 7. Commander, tanding Force 7. Amphibious forces
- : (CLF) (Army or Marine Corps).’ comnander.
e (‘kg-..},'?_r_ ~r 23 32t
8. Shore party. 8. Cnastal unit.
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