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CHAPTER ONE

IN1 ROOUCT! ON

•
The ••• Chinese attacks ••• showed the ruthless

character of the,r leaders. and the total discipline which
they were able to im~ose ..• It emphasized the great im­
portance of our learning to train and utilize friendly •
Asian mar.~ower for Asian battlefield~ instead of sending
our own troops into such an environment. In the end we
had done q'Jite well in developing the ROK Army. I t~OI:"lht.

but we Still had much to learn about the Qrjental soldier ••.
we must know him well if we are to continue to play an Im­
portant political and military role in that part of the
world.

General Maxwell O. Taylor1

Several points can be singled out from the above re~4rks by General

Taylor, but one point is paramount--we still have much to learn about the

Oriental soldier.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

With the establishment of Headquarters, Combined Forces Command.

Korea. the defense of the Republic of Korea is envisioned to be a com­

bined effort in Which American and Korean troops would fight side by side

under a unified commander. American forces, however. all too often assume

that Korean tactics and doctrine are the same as current American tactics

and that operations orders will be executed exactly as intended by the

American forces commander.

This thesis will demonstrate that differences in doctrinal thought.

in the nature of the perceiveti threa~ to the Republic· of Korea, in the

1
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training and philosophical outlook of the Korean and American soldier.

and differences in the tactics themselves can cause major tactical

problems that could lead to unnecessary loss of lives in any future con­

flict. The purpose of this thesis is not only to point out the problems,

but .~ develop viable solutions that may be applied prio~ to the vutbreak

of t",stilfties.

NEED FOR RESEARCH ON THE TOPIC

Despite Korea having been an extremely close partner of the United

States for thirty-five years. there are a multitude of milita-y coordina­

tion problems which have not been effectively resolved to this day. A

large number of them result from the American short-tour policy. which

results in the American soldier not being as familiar with Korea as he

might be. Partic~lar problems may be similar to those pondered by an Amer­

ican brigade commander after receiving an order from a Korean corps com­

mander. which led him to

...an awareness of issues that demanded inmedlate resolution.
Will our communications instructions work with those of the
Koreans? How does an American field artillery unit provide fire
Tor a Korean infantry battalion? Ho~ will my S4 supply the
Korean units? Will ord~rs In EngliSh be understood clearly by
the Korean officers? And what prob1e,ns lie ahead. as yet un­
known but requiring iamediate attention when they appear?2

Certainly. su~h problems are not unique t~ Kore~n-American oper­

ations. but they are problems which have not been resolved for the average

soldier. including officers. The maln teaSeR fe~ 'he Bst'blt!hment of the

Combined Forces Cgmmand was to enhance intercperabiljty between American

and Korean forces. lis one conn,~ndflr of I Corys(ROK/US) Group. (renam.:!d

Combined Field Army on 14 March 1980). phrased it: .

?



*Interoperability is defined here as the ability of the Armed ]
Forces of two nations to participate in combined combat operations ,~.ith

minimal differences In logistical needs, weaponS, equipment, and tactical
doctrine.

\

_- -:--=0",---:---"7 ~ -=
~-~~ ~~-~
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Here we are working with two diverse cultures. A
Korean staff briefing and an ~merican staff briefing on
the same subject may reflect the same format, and, on
the surface. they may app:ar to reveal the same infor­
mation.

But we know that cultural difference.--the way of
indicating objections. the time and the method of asking
questions, and the manner of visualizing and expressing
abstract concepts, for example~-may lead to great dif­
ferences in the conclusions and understandings that a
Korean officer will form at an ~merican staff~riefing

or an American will form at a Korean briefing.

This thesis will demonstrate that many such misunderstandings are

not so much the result of cuau.'al differences as they are the result of,­
physical differences between Korean and American tactical doctrine re-

lating to specific operations.

3

• The ~eed for research concerning the differences in the two

nations' tactics Is evident from the preceding two quotatiJns. One weak­

ness in the American forces' relations with the Republic of Korea (R.O.K)

Army over the past several decades has been an assumption that the Koreans

'have patterned themselves after the Americans. Although the Korean Army

, has patterned many of its tactical concepts after ~he American tactics.

in an attempt to achieve a degree of Interoperability*, they are indepen­

dent thinkers and have developed a form of fighting which is c~r.sistent

with the Korean personality. terrain and perceived threat. To achieve

the tactical interoperahility which is now envisioned to be the corner­

stone of allied operations in Korea, i: is es~ential that these differences

..,~ .•. ". -

I
[

I
I

,i

III

il
II
!!

II

'1
II

IH--
,
x
-,
,

,,,
"



....

Tactical doc-

.~ -""" --0: "'- ~ _

." ,.-. - -~".~ ·,'c·... - :<'-

Combined Forces Command. Korea. revolve arou~d standard American Army tac-

4

~n argument may be made that the Koreans must be prepared to fight-ayainst Chinese tactics. considering both the r~rean War experience and the

probability that the North Koreans have also adopted some Chinese tactics

through many years of active involvement with that nation.

The Korean analysis of the threat. not the U.S. analy~is. is the

main force which drives their precepts for tactical doctrine. modified. of

threat. North Korea. pi cmmn, lilly;" lilly not follow Soviet tactics.

-counter Soviet tactics. the a.O.K. must counter the perceived North Korean

PRESENTATION METHODOLOGY

To establish a foundation for the analysis of the tactics. this

paper will first address the nature of the threat faced by the South Korean

Army and the force organization which has resulted from the Korean analys1s

of .that ~reat. Although United States tactics have evolved primarily to

be recognized and that a concerned attew~t be ~~de to retoncile differences

which could endanger combined ope~atior.s •

". Although military bibliographies concerning Korea are in existence.

there are no direct sources on this subject. Operations in the Headquarters.
\"

..
course. by the need for interoperability with U.S. forces.

trine dictates the need for a force structure. so it is necessary to discu$s

the current Korean Army force organization.

Although. ideally. tne force structure would be conceptually

tailored to fit the tactical doctrine; administrative. logistical and

political restraints have dictated changes.

tics. It is assumed that the Korean officer understands the American con--- ..."----- •cepts. but there are instances when this will not be the case.

" ... ".'
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FurthernlOre. traditional and social forces' impact on the develop­

ment of Korean tactical doctrine will he presented. Such characteristics

as discipline and respect for authOl·ity. handed down thro~~h Canfucianism

and Buddhism for thousands of years, have developed a different kind of

disciplinary and chaln-of-command relationship than ~s common in Western

armies.

The relative austerity of Korean life also imparts a diff~rent set

of expectations of the capabilities and needs~ the Korean fighting ~4n.

Primarily. this factor contributes to a more rigorous doctrine fer ~actical.
employment of the soldier In the field.- Historical factors which have contributed to the development of

tactics will also be introd~ced. particularly the Japanese military influence,

the impact of the Korean War. the United States mil itary influence. and the

Vietnam experience. One factor characteristic of ~~st Kerean Army oper-

operations.------.
The first field of tactics to be discussed will be conventional

attack operations. Planning. coordination. task organization, and execu­

tion will be analyzed for the five major South Korean attack opcr~s:

the coordinated attack. the movement to contact. the reconnaissance in

force. the exploitation. and the pursuit. Throughout the analysis of-
filtration unit.

Next. defensive;tactics will be presented. beginning with an analysis

of the American concept of the active defense. It must be remembered that

this concept replaces to a-large extent all previous U.S. defense doctrine.



The discussion ?f "special" QPerations will begin wi~ airbQrne

and ainnobilt! ..~a!<~ There are distinct differences in the KQrean and

American objectives Qf the operat:on and in the selectiQn of the objective

area. Differences will be explored in the assault and Qverall ground op-

T'~ Korean defense will th~n be presented. It will become ob­

violls to the reader that tlle major existing Korean defense tactics par­

allel the previous American techniques. There are distinct differences

in the Korean application of these tactics. however. These differencEs

will be analyzed as they apply to all actively practiced Korean concepts

·of defense.

........... , .-........ ,,-_..

erations phase Qf the operations. The impact of available equipment and

the organization of Korean units will also be discussed. as they impact

on the execution of overations orders.

The chapter on amphibious Qperations begins with an explanatiQn Qf

the American and Korean concepts of the conncs t tf on of amphibiQus 'I~nding

forces •. Specific differences will be analyzed in the concept of the

ground operations phase.

The discussion of unconven:ional warfare (UW) operations will be

rather complex. because of the myriad of tactics. especially at small-unit

level, which comprise unconventional operatiQns. The Republic of Korea

is faced with a primary enemy which is well-trained in unconventional war­

fare and shows every intention of using it. The South Korean officer is

well-versed in some aspects of UW that are not normally considered in the

American study of the subject. The concepts of bQth counter-uncQnventional

warfare a~d counterguerilla warfare will be discussed. InfiltratiQn op­

erations inclUde land. sea and air. all of which are actively practiced by

the Korean Anny.
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Korean and Ame~ican psychological ope~at'ons and psychological war­

fa~e will also be analyzed. In a nece~sary divergencE from the p~incipal

level of ope~ation discussed in this thesis-·the divislon::a ccmpa~ative
-:---~--------...:-~analysis will be made of small !loft operations'during unconventional wa~-

fa~e. ~:ap overlay symbology will oe discussed. Although the graphics do
••not change the tactics. they certainly affect the way the tactics for a

given ope~ation will be Interpreted when read from an operations ove~lay.

In actuality. the diffe~ences between Korean and Ame~ican graphics are not

ext~eme. but this pa~tial dissimila~ity may be even ~re deceiving than

would be the case were there two distinct. separate sy~tems.

A sepa~ate chapter will be devoted to a summary of the problems

posed by Ko~ean and U.S. tactical dlve~ences In all areas. The degree of

significance of the tactical diffe~ences will then be discussed. Then the

pape~ will address the necessity of resolving the diffe~ences. and the de­

g~ee that the differences pose a p~oblem to combined ope~ations. The

thesis will conclude with the ~eal purpose of.the research-·methods of re­

solving the differences and minimizing their battlefield :=;act.

RESTRICTION OF RESEARCH

The ~esea~ch c~vers a fairly b~ad a~ea. and some qualifications

must be stated regarding restrictions on the topic. Only Army tactics will

bl add~essed. despite the obvious interface between all elements of the

Ko~ean A~d Forces. The topic will be further restricted to Army division

level and below. with primary emphisis !! the division 1evel.

7
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TRANSLATIONS AND PHONETIC SPELLINGS

AmerIcan and U.S. tactical field manuals. In addition to ~he manuals them-

One ass~tion

"

,.,

--

NATURE OF SOURCE DOCUMENTS

-
"

,: ...J

Is that the doctrine oropounded by the Korean College is an accurate re­

flection of actual Korean A~ doctrine. This assumption is reasonable.

in lIght of the fact that the correspondIng American College at Fort Leaven­

worth Is considered A~-wlde to be the ultimate authority on U.S. ta~tical

doctrIne.

The research materials used In thIs thesis are p~d~in4ntly pri­

mary source materials. Although several side issues are ajdressed In a

variety of books and perIodIcals. the core of the analysis Is derived from

Translations of the Korean documents. particularly the Korean A~I

manuals. are the work of. and the respons1bility of, the author. In

addition. in those instances where it is necessary to include tile phonetic

spellIng of a Korean term or place name. an attempt will be made to spell

the word in such a way that the average reader can pronounce the word as

accurately as possIble.

selves. extensive use Is made of reference materials used at the RepublIc

of Korea Command and Generai Staff College. Chinhae. Korea.-- , ... _-~.__.
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current final draft of FM 34-71.~ Korean Military Forces. is ~ein~

staffed. however. which brings the American soldier a detailed representation

of North Korean Army life. tactics. and notional order of battle in un-

In several prolonged discussions with officers recently returned

from assignments in Korea. it beC&~ apparent tha: Americ,n forces have per­

ceived the North Korean threat a$ being a smaller-scale .~rsion of the
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CHAPTER r.ro

NATURe OF THE T!'llEAT FACED BY SOUTH KOREAN FORCES
AHll THE RL.UlTA11T FORCE CllaANlZATION

Once war is forceJ upon us. ther~ i5 no other alternative
than to apply every available means to bring i~to a 5~ift t
end. War's veri object Is victory--nct prolongeo Indecision.
:n war. indeed. there can be no substitut! for victory.

Genera 1 Dough:. JoIacArthu,.l

This "ft-quoted r~rk s~ems to reflect quite well the strategic

and tactical thinking of today'S South Korean A~ .. The acce,tance of

such an emphasis on quick. decisive victory Is consistent with the A-~r·

THE GENERAL SITUATI011

Soviet threat. in that the same tactics and principles ~f employmtnt woul4

~ used with a smlller number of forces and over more limited terrain. A-
class1fi ed fonn.

-
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Tile new fi,ld unual Is car' ..-.' pril:l4r11y fr ....-: So- t'l I:Orun force

tr~nslat.cns. H~ closely the South Ko,'ean in".~rpretation co<ncices with

the ac;tu41 p~rican vlewpo;nt. or how ci ;5ely thEtlr 1nte11lretation '-:01n­

cides with the true sUte of affair<. js ./CknQWOl. Conslderln~ ~e rtlathely

limited strategic illt~'1Igence assets of the Republic of "I:C'"1!a. hOW'eve r •

tnere would nat~rally be some r~serYatior. c?r.c<~nl~~ tne preclsene;~ of

the informatior.. The key pol~t is that South Korea ~~ perceive ~cr~~

Korean tact1,:s as described below. ar4 reacts accOrdIngly. '":lis chaoter

laddresses how South Korea views the ~orth Korean threat in th~ tactlea! em­

ploy1~nt sense. South Korea's oerceptlon o' this thre!t Is ~ Jriving

force behind ile- A"'l)I's ucti~s. since tIle Korean sltuulon is differer..

from that of the United States. South Korea faces ~ ~~Jor enemy In the

world today. in ~er view. and the probability of reinforc~nt by Chinese

or Soviet troops appears :] have been ass~~ away to ~llow for concentration

[

of thought on the prime actcr--Uorth Korea. Specific offenSive and aefen­

sive tacticS Of the Korth will be present~. as t4u~ht at the r~~ean A"'l)I

Comnand and General Staff College at Chinhae.

e If Korth Korea attacks. U.S. intelligence indicates that the main

thrust will include fourteen North Korea~ divislo~s with 800·900 tanks.

An 1 Corps analysts Nintalns tMt any invasion ·.ould have to concentrate on

~Jlarrow fro~ and would have to be launched In winter. ~s the armor could

never traver~e the soggy summer rfceffelds. 2 The North has the advantd9~

of the attacker, With its attendant psychological advantages. South Korea

Is defense-orlented3• a situation which ;:rovldes both the ~actical advtntagl!

of the defender. yet also In?rains Inhere~t uncertainties and psychological

setbacks.
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Here. one is presentGol ...1 t1l an Int~.-estlno ellO'l4ly. rooe r;':)rth.h

.pparently ct:lCentrUlng ~ ••vi1y on a ....~~4r.:uJn U"~ f.Jrc~ ....et the Soutl'l

t

!

..~
.. ~.2._.=_i...~.' ....,..,..,..... -

-def~nse (,4( (0",.,...... strategy. SO'Jll!'ltf\.at _""'''90I.IS to t1le Alnerican ~tr!-('9Y

In Eurol'l!. The ernphasfs In L~'! ,oriIat Z~ Is en groU"ld anti·.,,;.... r "eacol:s

~Ill masS7s .ad mouatlln< crossIng Its ...lath and bread~lI. At the same tiRe

tn..t til,. Harth Is (011..,ln9 an a,.,.c,. strneljy. cI-.e $<lutz. Is ,,~ndonlnv I t­

to sO'"e degree. A c..rrespon"ln9 'XI""le IS tile _rle.tn Z4 Infa!'ltry

fact :>t: ,J ::>:Ire '''91e41 C'l'!tht>d of' ~efendlr'9 :.llr nation. ~:lnsld.!"'n9 til.

exo~..I~ant cosc tt1at WOUld ~e Invohed fr, at"l!1'::;ltlllj to ""4t~" L'>e :tortn

Koreans.-

as ollPOsed to br.4s themsf'!ve~. stnce the terr.ln If I"~ , ..'t'~'. fo.. '.J!~

f.lgbtfA9; 4I1d lIl4,.,uver is sl!vert'l~ restricted. UII! .1r.tl-cMlli: ""::<l'lS "laY ':n

Bl~an terr.sir ts 4 1"111, is retl4natl:; unsuited for "4;'Ik ",.rlJrel A',' .• t',.
"",cis alone llroyjdl.' tile O:'lly ..c ": ·sulted .velt'./'!" ,,' a')pn::.c.>;. the)' are- .

C1vlsloa. which '-as four Infantry btttallcms ."d two t:1!,;.'wnlz,d fn'~lttry

batt.olloas. bc~ only two tank b.tt401on~.7

Ln ...rtl..... tho: C~ir."'i '''-Id ~t'lIl'l has ope,"tl,;""l centrol of tIlrn
~--::--:-:--~-:---::-=~-:----:--:-:~:::-~~-

1C~r'\!a_n trco.,. :·Iu, the Zd tllvfsfon. all tradltl?nally \mder _rlcar leader­

~hlp. has as Its, sole t4~li: tile Ger-.::.lI of Seoul U'"(lllI fO....4r:l pOsl tionsl.

Ueutenant Ge~eral J4ll>11S Holllnqswerth •• ,'~cent cCt'll'.ander (of t (1)"'51.
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One IlIUst tho cousider tM S<Nth ~re.n perception of Pyonqyatl9's bl"tMd.

:on~-te'" gG4ls and objectives. All C~nist gove~nts. in Korea's view.

to creal'll dt ,·,'ions betwen ;leop. as of I free Mtion: tl',e tactiC "f terrer:
, »

I ~ltS' j:!!'l»iilotl! CI!?C!~t9n. to l"cHe re~lll~ of the :>asseT.; ~'SatiO~

Ass~ly ta'~te. 11~~d at destroying ~rlll~nts 'rco within liS vell as to

Ind .1I.Mlla tacticS. to Any Conoul1IH p~r with b:erests In (orel would_...

rhese tactics Include: prop.g.nda ~l;ed uoon I cry for unification of ~rkers

across ;~ternlClan41 ~OIi"d4rles (and In the s~ciflc cise of ~orth Korea,

llro;M'iIl"d.l "1lll4!d It unl'yl"9 tl:e :-..0 nations unda.. one C=tIlst bar-ner);

~:oy .everal ..eties at pa-t v~ their over,l: revolutivnary strate9Y.
~..,,~~::..:::::..:.:.:.:...::

S_~~_I~.!.. fuoloqicaily at Iny ..uk ele-nts -:.( t."l! slXlety (I COftC~t "hleh

porhJPS pro=oted President P4r~'~ ~M09ra,~ a~~Ir.St ·1~~ ~l~nts· of

socIety), would exploit any religious 0" rl~ill probl~ (botn ~f whiCh

South r~rea OstenSibly laeksl. and ~;d strl'e at any ~Il\·~ry. ~olltlc.'

or econ~.fc Yfakness "hleh could be fOllncl. 11

~orth r~re6. eonclderfnQ 'StJblls~d ~uer!l'a units of u~ to 5000 ~ers.

TI1<I QuerfPa unIts "'lUld consist of anr..d I~nlts 4S '-ell a~ sIJPPOrt,ln? unl ts ,

==-~~=-:~::--:-:-~~~-;--::-;-~~-----

The ~ntsts would concentrate ~helr. forces In t~ ~I~l: St~~

con~lntfonal forces to ~efelt the 90ve~~Mt. and 9uer.illa units to defeat

the oeople. rhe~h4SIS on 9u~rllla units Is well.f~~~cd In the casa of_...._--

[

""'I" t l l tled tNt Iny IttAC\: en S~I would ~ve to coroe

(western) sector. vnere thirteen dl,lsl0ns .re YOls~.g

Hue" of the prec~lng can he de~cri~ as Joint U.S.-Kcrean thlnl:ing.
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hatred of South, Korea and the United States. and have been so fi~rce1y in-

¥ ¥ 2£ Z&&JSJ!!iiE

'.

...W:II ""liOU 4 524& .SSt . .if,M

':'.,

sona1ity of the two Korean peoples. which is derived from the North's con------ --

SOUTH KOREAN VIEW OF ~ORTH KOREAN TACTICS

tro1 of social life. including political. economic and life control. now

firmly ingrained through "youths' and chil dren ' s personal i ty formati on."14

It is believed that the mi~~l~it~a_r~y_-~ag~e~y~o~u~th~o~f_~t~he~n~a~t_i~on~h~a~v~e_a~f~a~n~a~t_ic~a~l

With a population less than half that of South Korea's. and exports

amounting to only 7% those of the S~uth. North Korea is perceived by 5eou1-

be addressed in Chapter Ten. Unconventional Warfare Operations. North

Korea's offensive conventional tactics are addressed here. as they are

perceived by the South Korean Army.

North Korean fire support at the divi~ion level is seen to include

The Republic of Korea has devoted considerable research to the

_subje~c of North Korea's ground tactics. Pyongyang's guerilla tactics will-

as unable to sustain any type of protracted'war. 13 This lends credence to

the theory of winning the early stages of .ne war. One must keep in mind
, .

(
~that despite the North's lower population, their armed forces are consid-

erably larger than the South's. since the entire society is geareo for war,
I
It not for economic progress.

The South sees a more formidable danger in the differences in per-

t$ ifQ .

,
~J .

, .~. .
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-one battalion of 152-ml1limeter and two batta Hons of 122-mill iroleter field--art)llery. There are also eighteen 120-millimeter mortars at each regi--------=--- ---------------,-----'---
mental level. as well as thirteen 200-millimeter rockets. There are aiso
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-
to com~any level. with the political officer having

The North Korean chain of command includes military officers and

rhe division staff In-

po11 t.icaI offi cers d'- ,.., - --.:.....
the greater degree of authority in daily affairs.

thei r tacti cs is on ;.t=a:;:nk:.-..:.h::e:.:a.::vy~f:..:o::.rm.::;>a:..:t1~'o:..:n:.::s~c:on;;c:.:e:;:n:.:t:...ra:.t:.:e:.:d:....::a.:..lo:::n",g<-..:a,-:,-,na=-t:..:.·~t.

400 meters behind the maneuver regirr~nt •• Artillery supp~rts uuring the

attack by firing. then moving with the maneuver elements. Since 1978. the

North Koreans have employed the concept of "free guns". Once the attack has

begun, designated firing batteries. on their own initiative, continue firing

into enemy positions without benefit of forward observers by.employing

~ginary boundaries 250-400 meters' beyond the boundaries used prior to the

last displacement. The other rr~jor support technique is simply concentrated
~i'r~~~ ii3""---~

(

considerabl e numbers of 107 .and 130-millimete,' missiles and anti-tank wea­

pons at regimental level. A tank regiment is thought to have thirty-three

!
tankS of mixpd T-62 and old-style T-54/55 models. Corps troops. in addition.

are armed with 132mm and 200mm rockets. as well as twelve tubes each of

140mm nuclear-capable artillery. The RPG-2 and RPG-7 are in the hands of

all units down to Squad~15 FROG missiles are also in use. and the intent

l
~. North Korean doctrine is to overwhelm the enemy with massive ~rtillery

and missile preparations. similar to Soviet doctrine. 1S The emphasis of

cludes a chief of staff. as well as four assistant commanders: a military

CDC. an AOC for artillery. a rear a;:: AOC. and an ADC for-Politic3, The

.chain of coged in general -fs-thought to be currobersome and unresponsive. 17
>

North Kcrean Attack Operations

In the attack. the AOC for ~rtillery positions field artillery 300-
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tanks, interspersed with jnfant;y. In addition to the main attack, the

Tank units will attempt to maintain a march speed of thirty kmph

during the day and twenty kmph at night to press forward to the attack line.

with an estimated range Qf 200 kilometers. The enemy will attack with----

attempt to bypass strong positiQns, and will attempt primary use of high-

speed rQads. When possible, the NQrth Koreans will attempt to concentrate

Qverwhelming combat strength in thp. attack from the march.t9

echelon. and the reserves move behind the second echelQn. The armor. moving-

North Korean commander will e~ploy attacks against small pockets Qf resis-

~nce. as opp~_e_d_t_o_t_he_S_Q_v_i_et_d_o_c_t_ri_n_e_Q_f_b-:Y:.:p_a_s_s_in...;,g::-s_U_C_h...;P:...Q_C_k_e_ts...--._T_h_e

The principal missions, or objectives, Qf the attacking force are,

in priority: the weakening of strategic reserves, attack of industrial
... ~-,.. -~---_.~-

--
with infantry, attempts to open ~? a passage thrQugh which forces can be-

f~cilities and principal mi~_l~i~ta~r~y~f~ac~l~·l~i~t~ie~s. the cete~tion and attack of

large quantities of killing wee20n., restraint and interruption of the enemy's

movement, the :upsetting" of popular sentiment and publ'ic order,~' ' ••ic
'"' -

~cQnnaissance. and destruction of ground forces. 20

Rather than cQncentrating on the frontal assault. North Kor~.n tac­

tics will nQrmally include a mixture of combined tactics. The first com­

bined tactic is the combination of the frontal assault and circuitous move­

ment. in which smaller elements, rather than merely conducting a sUPPQrting-attack. will attempt to find the enemy flanks and move to his rear. The

second method is the combination of the frontal assaul, and rear area

[ poured. while the artillery maintains a constant barrage. Armor units will

""
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Although his Dbjectives are assumed to be key terrain. he will normally not

conduct a lengthy reconsolidation on the objective, but will instead pursue

I the enemy with annihilation as the goal. A division will attack on a frontage

\ of six to ten kilometers. to a depth of fourteen to eighteen kilometers.

The second echelon will follow at a distance of from six to eight kilometers

behind the first echelon's rear boundaries. 23

'.' ,~ .. ', ..c ••

,

"-cQDduct extended operations. given the will

:.'. -.

/,

~;.... " .:.:':;-'

-

" •• :-~.. , ... o',",~~.,'::,.

through the employment of airborne forces or previously-infiltrated comrr~ndo

units. Next is the COmbinat~nk battle and the pursuit, in

harassment, particularly destruction of the enemy's reserves and artillery'.

The North Korean force will conduct the attack in four phases: the

movement phase. ,attack phase, combat-in-depth phase, and the pursuit phase.
~

which the North Korean force strikes the flanks as the prir.4ry target. The

final tactic is the combination of active defe~e and rear area harassme~t.21

The North Koreans, in all cases. will attempt to annihilate the enemy force ,

primarily through an extended war of attrition.

The South Korean Army sees the exploitable weakness~f the North's

combined tactics approach as the dispersion of troop strength. the danger

in taking the time to attempt to ~nnihilate each small unit they encounter.

the limited use of joint operations by the North Koreans. the confusion of

command and leadership engendered by the COmbination of tactics. supply

!!mitations. and inability to-...---...
of the South Korea~ people. 22

A defending South Korean or American force may witness an attack or

(the ground in the following manner. The North Korean division will occupy

Jthe "attack preparation area". six to eight kilometers in front of the FEBA,
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FIGURE 1

NORTH KOREAN OIVISION IN THE ATTACK24

-

/

about two tg 'i"o Rours prior to the attack. 'He will move forward with. »

r:

~nks.~_~red personnel carriers interspersed, and his infantry wi11_

dismount and begin the a~sault 800 to 1000 meters forward of the FEBA_

(lie 3e9 meters it Algbt~. In one day, the division will attack to seize

two regimental objectives three to fivp kilo~~ters beyond the FEBA and two

subsequent objectives ten to fifteen kilometers beyond the FE9A. An ex­

ample of an attack phase.diagram is shown below at Figure 1. Note that

)
one North Korean division is expected to attack on a frontage roughly equal

to one-half a South Korean division sector.
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The frontal attack shown at Figure 1 is actually a le$s-prefeered

method of attack. since whenever the ppportunity presents itsel~. the Mo~Jh

~re..an.JoJ';a wi 11 conduct an enve1~t.

The North Korean force will always attempt to use ridgellne approaches.

The enveloping unit infiltrates secretly beforehand i~to a position near the
- ---
!~~'s flanks, The probable enemy withdrawal routes are Intercepted by

guerilla units Infiltrated behind enemy lines well in advance. Finally. the

I;:velopment:aneuver will be conducted by means of smail-scale units against

similar-sized units. 25

R.O.K. Countermeasure~

T~ impiicati?ns of the North Korean tactics for the development.-
of countering South Korean tactics become self-evident from this brief

portrayal. The first aSgeC!. already mentioned. is the emphasis on security

of the flanks. Flank security. to the South Korean officer. assumes added

,importance and emphasis. Additionally. forms of defense. to be addressed

In Chapter Six. have incorporated further flank secur~ty measures. The

second consideration Is the heavy North Korean emphasis on Infiltration.

for the purpose of disrupting the rear and fo~lng blocking forces. South

Korean doctrine. therefore. must consider detailed countermeasures for pre­

venting Inffltratir'n in the e~rly stages, or the pre-Inva$ion sta9~s. of

any war. Thus. one sees the complicated forms of cour;erinfiltration op­

erations discussed in Chapter Ten. North Kcrean doctrine. also. allows for

a'much greater latitude on the part o~ smaIl-unit commanders to conduct in------
dependent or semi-independent combat operations than, for example; the

~er. Hence. South K~r~an commanders must also be trained to

20
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North Korean aefensive Tactics

The North Korean division is believed to d~fend on a front of twen-

--.

__0 __ ,.__---

The security force, operating to a depth of (If-- -

communications systems must be so designed tr~t the separate action of a

~her than terrain-oriented. The typical South Korean commancer. however.

perceives an enemy whose tactical objectives center on the retention of key
-" ..----~---
terrain. ~nd he will most certainly attempt to deny that key terrain to the

terrain. with its myriad of separated hills and mountains. will isolate..

small-unit r.ommander will not jeopardize the acc~lishment of the larger

small units on occasion.

ty to thirty kilometers.

enemy.

echelons: two defensive echelons and the division rear area._..

mission by the division. One would assume. also. that the severe Korean

terrain. The United States A~ bases its curre~t tactical doctrine on the

Probably the most important consideration from the vl~point of '

Korean-American interoperability is the emphasis on the retention of key•

fonns of defense: the position defense and the mobile defense. In the

position defense. which closely parallels Soviet doctrine. ,here ar~ three

operate semi-independently at the comp~nY level. and operations plans and

J

( assumed Soviet threat. Our active defense. for example. is force-oriented

teen kilometers along this entire front, consists of a motoclzed rifle

(
regiment . The first def!nsive echelon. seven to ten kilometers deep. is

;efended by t~ reglmer.ts, e~h~Ving- tw~ttallons forward and a bat~allon

The analysis of North Korean defensive tactics is much simpler than

\ that of the offense. The North Korean defonse parallels the Soviet conce?t

~. ) in many ways. The South Korean Army views the North as employing two major
, )

I ,:
,
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minus b~ck, as well as a company held as regimental reserve. The division-----
c~~nd poit is also loc~ted in the first defensive belt. Unlike the

Soviet defense, there is no "dead space" between defensive belts. The

regiment, is located directly behind the first defense belt and extends to

and the reserve batt~J~n. The first echelon ~ill attempt to find an en~

~en the pO$"ieA de#e"se hi' failed Rather ~~n Withdrawing to alternate

positions. the battle area is simply reorganized. The firsj:._._ocfensc b!:.U

still consists of two regiments. reinforced by the motorized rifle regi~nt- -._--
(minus) from the second belt. The second belt consists of the tank resi~nt---.._.•..- ...._--

wea!Pafnt-and encircle or overrun the Weakened ·unit. The tanks will then- ~- . . ----
p~sh throu~ and attempt to turn the defense into a 1~mited-Obje~iVe_~_ttack.27

Although the defense holds fewer implications for South Korean

tactical doctr-!ne. a few .-"lnts stand· out. Agal·. we sce the emphasis on

a depth of fifteen to twenty kilometers. ~ of the moturlzed rifle

battalions is withheld as division reserve. with its primary mission t~at

~.counterattack force. The division rear area, in the .~~hird belt", ex­

tends up to fffty kilometers. Significantly. toe defenSive positions are

located on key terraln, and North Korean forces do not prepare suppl~ntary

defensive positions. They are expected to hold the terrain at all costs.26

During the Korean War, the North Kore~s dug defensive bunkers on

\~ sides Of hills. connected by trenches. During Allied artillery prep­

iarations. they moved to the reverse slope. As th~ Allied forces advanced.

Ithey used the trenches to move to the forward slope.

The North Korean operation dubbed the mobile defense is undertaken

f second defense belt, consisting of one motorized rifle regi~nt and one tank

II

II

II'
II

"
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for::s near the Demilitarized Zone, no~h of
•

are organized into task forces of 750 troops,

.•.• -V)·':;:~"~'•., •• -no,':'~-.~.-r:' •.

Two major ihaping influences on the Korean force structure are

retention of terrain. South Korean forces, to be successful, must deny

this terrain to the enemy. Al~o, since ulti~te hope of the Harth Korean

defense rests on theIr force r.!:bi 1i ty. the SOuth Korean Anny llllISt have a

responsive mobile force and the tactics to correspond.

SOUTH KOREAN ARMY fORCE STRUCTURE

evident from the preceolng discussion. ihe first is lhe positioning of

the ~Jorit.! of Sou~en

Seoul. The _frontl ine fo!>es

. -'... ;
•

- • W~'" .' - ••,

each unit positioned in fo~ified strongooints with no intent to retreat,

~with_plans of reinfnrCimeAt.- All of these strongpoints are dug deeply

into mountalns. 28 One such regimental commander expressed to tne auth~r

that his regiment, among others, is satisfied to consider themselves a

·~uicide squad" if the need should arise.

The next factor is the sheer size Of the South Korean forces, which

are about the seventh largest in the world. South Korea perceives ~ threat,

and has,organized to defend Itself against that one threat. Although some

nations such as the United States, which has to remain prepared ~o counter

enemies around the world. might view the ·one threat" concept as somewhat of

a luxury, it must be remelTbered that North Korea also has 2!!!. avowed enemy

and is directing all its efforts to that one ene~'s de'eat.

South Korea has an annual defense budget of approxlr.:.ately two billion

1
011ars. Th'! Army, 560.000 men strong, consists of one mec:,aOohed division,

9 Infantry dlvlslor.s, two armored brigades, five speci41 ~orces brigades,

,and two air defense brigades, as well as seven tank battalions and 30

r
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artillery battaltons; In addition, there are two SA.... brlg~'1es with ....awk

and Hike Hercules missiles and a SSM battalion equipped with ~~e ~~ne~t

John. Although the forte is obviously infantry-heavy and light on al'lllOr,

the ArTJ'(I does possess 880 medill:D tanks alld over SOC anllOred :-enonnel

!

/ carrien. There are also 1,100.000 soldiers In ~e Army Reserve.29

Combat units are arrallged around the regl~~ntal system. A division

~s three regill1!!!ts. ,§.nlLa. .reglmen : hn fey .. bathl jons The .!SSur.1Pt~on

is that-tIle-regf""lIUl system 1$ more .... spon$ive to the ca:ilat situation.

In that the regiment handles cOttbat support and combat ser,ice support func­

tions. illCludillg administration, rather than ~ing.sole:y a tactical head­

quarters, as is the American brigade. 3D The four-battalion regimellt is the

direct result of the Horth Korean doctrine of attacking the rear area. In

'the R.D.K. regiment. two battalions are primary_.spceat forces. one is the

reserve battalion. and on~ is used solely for rear area security. See
-'.~-..,

Appendices B, C and ~ for organization and equipment of the Po.O.K. division

In detail.

The force' structure does have some i~act on tactical employment.

The major impact is on deployment of forces. The triangular structure of

the division leads to the almost Inescapable triangular positioning of

forces In tactical operations. Of tactical solutions presented at the Korean--- ... .

Staff College. at least 9S percent 'of solutions to convention~ operations

consist of th~ familiar "two up and one back" configuration.

24
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concentrJtion on mobile armor 'forces

In any event, both American and Reputlic of ~?r.a forces do intend to ti~ht

enemy tanks and dispose forces and weapons accor~ingly.

The major strategic difference ;s the' American Anr.y's concep~ or

defense in depth. The Koreans prefer to concentrate the bulk of their

forees forward Of Seoul to stop the enemy drive ~efore it penetrates the

36 ktlOll't!ters to the capital. The rest of their forces in the Third ROI:.

A~ sector are pos!tioned to prevent infiltration and thu less 'i~ely event

Of inva~ion from the reJr.

Th.prin~ipal tactical diffe,~ce revol~es arouna terrain. The

American foi'ces, by doctrine, are trained to concentrate on the enemy f.:lrco,

whereas South Korean forces orient toward key terrain and its ret~ntion.

Subsequent chapters will devclon a greater de1ree 01 detail con­

cerning ~re sp~cific, situation-vriented jlfference~•

~~~rea$ American forees are trained to combat Sovietr.a~aw Pact­

type tactics, South Korea~ troops t .in to fight against ~rth Korean

tactic~. North Korean tactics are apparently an amalgation of Sovi~t and

. Chinese tactics, ad.pted oyer 'he years to the Korean situation. I

South YDrean perception of their own ~rrain Is accurate, ther the North's
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ClU\PWl THREE

TR."HTtOlfAL AND SOCIAl FORCES' tl'.9ACT ON THE DEVELOPHE'fT
OF KOR~~ TACT!rAL OOCTRIKE

M:iltary operations of !ny nation's a""';{ "41st In,ariably renect

~ ~rtion of that nation's herl~a~e and social outlook, A people who

are by nature ~ggresslve can ~ e..pected to carry out tactical operations

aggressIvely, A natl~ !u:h as th~ U~ited StAtes, wnleh Is under901n9 I

~sSlve e~riQCnt In volunteerl.o. can we expected to orovide certain·

~~nlties to Its t~ ~s. wnlen they will certaini~ expect. at least to a

les~er ~egree, eve~ during c~t. The I~lstics Involv~ In opera:lcns

lr this latter example will al~st surely ~Ify the ~.nner In whIch 0;,

erations will be executed. On another level, the Industrial b4se of I na­

tion wl1l dlctne to whH deg,'ee cOllCat w1l1 be dcpeMent upon supplits

a~d teChnlllll9lcally-,dvanced equl ...ent, and the corresponding ~ct;cs will

sure11 vary.

This Chapter eX'AlneS s~ S~i41 and historical factors ~~lch ha~e,

to varying degrees, hel;:ed give direction to Soutl1 i(Qrlla" Uctical doctrine.

Korea'l traditional philOSOPhy can b~ ~escribtd ss a :onoln'tion

of 3uddhlsm and Confucianism. T~~ro is o~e cnara'teri$tfc whiCh Is out­

standIng In both--res~ect f~r authority. Althoug" BuddhIsm is passive and

pac1tist ~o I IllUch greater degree th..,. Ccnf",;:laniSa, ~oth 'lht1oscohie~

stress obedIence :ly the .'nunger t~ t/l" ei:j(r. ~'1 ~,.. 'vasul ft to the

"masterft
, by the wlf. co tnl! hijs~and. and ir. all Cl'U, o~iellc," toW,1rd
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There is considerably less fraternization between officel' and non-crnnnissionec-

Il .•
/ .

¥ ,,,! .

"lower" verb form.

the polite forms of address ~o an officer, and the officer is likewise re-

anyone who is placed in a position of authority. If one assumes that this

thinking pervades military life. as well. one should expect to find the

Korean A~ in a state of high discipline. -The South Korean A~. In fact.

is rather reknowned for this characteristic. An examination of Korean home

life today reinforces this assumption. The~orean social system is char­

acterized by the extended family concept. Children are taught from'an early

age to respect their elders. and the substance and form of fami~ial fidelity

are rigorously enforced.

This process is facilitated by the language itself. in that there

are "high" fOrms of address and verb endings. as well as forms to be used

among equals and friends and "low" forms to be used to lessers and to

younger people. By repetitive use of the proper verb forms and pronouns,

one rapidly becomP.s knowledgeable of one's soclal position. Similarly, It

is simple for one Korean to "put down" another by the deliberate use of a

The use of language ~orm. as well as the assumetion of obedience

from anyone who is placed in an inferior or subordinate position, are char­

acteristic of the Korean Army today. The enlisted man is required to use

--..---
quired to use the blunter forms of address. to preclude familiarization.------ ----------

officers in the Korean A~ ~han one observes. and takes for granted. in

rthe Amer!can Arm.:.:. The principles of democracy, although PI'ob~"'ly well­

suited to the Korean people as a whole. rlo not fit into the Korean military

l system.
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stood au Ig Americans. The Korean officer or non-commissioned officer

has a unique method of "phystca l Iy striking" a mtscreer.t subordinate. which

appears to be exactly t~e same way a Korean parent "strikes· a child. The

\ target is always the forehead or the hair immediately above the forehead.

(The hand is clenched into a loose fist and the "blov" is really a g!,lnci"g

scrape. accompanied by a fierce scowl and an imprecation such·as "ee kae-

I saekkiya" (you 50n of a dog). To the casual observer, this trea.:ment.

especially toa child. is distasteful and appalling. but there is little

or ~ physical pain associated with it. although it looks like a cruel

blow. The punishment is psychological. with the added implication that

"since I am laying hands on you. I am demonstrating that I £![ physically

harm you if I wi~h." The acceptance of such treatment reinforces the values

of respect instilled in each KC'ean since bir:h. and helps ensure a greater

degree of discipline than one would expec: a~ng Western Armies. This

statement must also be qualified. in that discipline in the U.S. sense of

the word is of a different variety. FM 22-1~1 defines discipline as the

r
-Willing obedience" to orders. Although the Korean notion of discipline

entails this concept as well. there is also an element of fear of authority

and fear of retribution which .occasions prompt obedience.

Insofar as the impact of obedience on tactics. there is little

basis for presupposing any direct effect; however. in the execution of

those tactics. one would rightfu·lly assume that the Kcreen officer would

expect his orders to be unfalteringly carried out. and tha.t freedom of

Hmr=
.-

_..'

Reinforcin9-the Korean officer's authority is the acceptance of

p!ysical abuse of subordinates. although th~s concept is widely misunder--
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.'

a plan is undesirable. and will normally work around such an eventuality.

Korea's economic miracle in recent years. it is understood that the Korean

action would be restricted. in that the senior is expected to make the de-

. .
_~__••.•••••. ~:i_

cision in nearly every case. Similarly. with the Korean notion of not em­

barrassing a superior. in that ~e is always correct. (otherwise. he would

not be the superior) one would anticipate' that the Korean officer would be

reluctant to change an order. and would be rigid in expecting an original

order to be carried out exactly as intended.

31

A similar cultural factor which impacts on the execution of tac­

tics is the Korean way of life itself. Without belaboring the point of

PHYSICAL INFLUENCES

standard of living has dramatically increased in modern years. Neverthe-

less. compared to the American way of life. for example. there is a great

disparity. Particularly among the lower-income families. many physical com­

forts are non-existent. Although sanitation is good. for example. a lack

of hot-water facilities in the home has endowed many Koreans with a habitu­

ation to cold water baths outdoors. even in the winter. The diet is relatively

austere. The result of this combined economic and cultural condition is

(

that the typical Korean soldier is fairly inured to physical discomfort

and hardship. The Korean commander can reasonably expect more of his troops

than an American commander might expect in the same situation. He can plan

operations which involve his troops spending a winter night in an Infil­

tration objective without food or shelter. still prepared to execute an

attack the next morning. Although certainly the American commander can ex-

r pect the same of his men. American tactical planning normally assumes such
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MILITARY EDUCATION OF KOREAN OFFICERS

32
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PSYCHOLOGICAL INFLUENCES

The officer training and educatiQnal syster,~ alsQ have a significant

impact Qn the types of tactics employed. Pre-commissioning institutions

include the Military Academy at Seoul, ROTC prQgrams, and branch' officer

candidate schools.

There are distinct parallels tQ the corresPQnding American schools.

One reason is the close relationship which exists with ttie Americans, of

The spirit and will of the South Korean soldier also cannot be

discounted as fighting factors. Korea ~pent centuries as a defeated

people. From the Mongols of Genghis Khan to the Japanese in this century,

Korea has been conquered by outsiders many times, and they are determined

not to be subjugated again.

f
They look to Israel as a nation of parallel circumstances and as

a model for their own national spirit. l As a nation created at the same

time as Israel, they view Israel's successful repulsion of invadlug forces

as an extension of the Korean situation, and are aware of the large role

played by the determination of the people ("Israel Jungshin"). Korean

officers study the Three-Oays' War with fervor, 1I0t so much for an ~nder­

,standing of the tactics (which are not adaptable to the Korean terrain)

but to, grasp the significance of an operation which is executed daringly,

violently and with the fervor of an a~' intent on preserving their nation's

heritage. Accordingly, the ferocity of a successful operation is stressed. ,
,/' ' throughout Korean t"ctical dQctrfne and speed and shQck action are

paramoun t. 2
...--' ....
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are devoted to the practice of Tae-kwondo. the Korean version of ~·rate.

in the ~nited States. ~est Germany, -aiwan or Indonesiavanced cour

It is intended that every graduate hold a black belt in the sport plioI' to

graduation. The greatest difference in application between the Kurean

martial arts and the American version taught in U.S. basic training is that

Tae-Kwondo. at least in theory. is en~sioned to be a useable form of com­

~Verbally at least, the Korean Army stresses that close cQnDat may be

acceptable. since the South Korean soldier (enlisted as well as officer)

can "smash the North Korean puppet" with his bare h4nds if need be•

Once the Korean officer is commissioned. he attends an officers'

branch basic training course. As he progresses to the rank of captain. he

attends an advanced course of nine months' duration. Several officers •

after graduation. are selected through an examinatio to attend ad-

course. and the extent to which Korean officers have bee~ trained in Arne ..i-.

can schools. From Fisea1 Y=-~a""r-=-19~S",0,-"t,,,h_:.:r?:::u::;g!.::h:...c.F~is::.:c:::a:.:i....:.Ye:a:::r-=1:::9:77~• ..:f:.:o::.r__::eAamp1e.

34.024 Korean military personnel. the bulk of them A~ officers, were

trained in the United States under the International Military Education-------._----r and Training Program. This figure includes 180 individuals during Fiscal

~ Year 1977. 3 One of these students' primary mis!ions. in addition to learning

the required material, is to acquire new educational techniques. These

techniques. within the framework of the Korean personality and the training

aids and resources available. have generally been incorporated,into ~e

Korean system.

There are also some significant addi~ng elements. For

example. in the Korean Military Academy at Seoul. a great number of hours
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-One finds fn the advanced courses the basis of the senior servi~e

)

-', ~,
......... - '''''-..:"..: ~

, ._-'

college educational system. Fir:t. the emphasis on examinations ·0 deter­

mine eligibility becomes evident. Officers are selected tu atten~ the ad-·

vanced courses by the ex,mination process. They wer~ aGmi~ted to their

pre-cOll1llissioning progral.lS O!1 the basis of ·examinations; they were admi ttea

to college. high school. middle school and even into the sixth grade solely

on the basis of examination results. Corseqcently. by the time an officer
•

has attained field-grade r1nk. he has not only demonstrated tactical and

.leadership proficiency. b~t has demonstratp.d ~ superb capability· for taking

and passIng exa~inations.

This effect is obvious by the time an officer js admitted to the

Korean Army Command and Staff College (calle~ simply the ·A~ College")

at Chinhae. Kyun~sang-Namdo. The typical office~ seiected has ha$La

successfuT-cOiRMna u shown by his Officer Evaluation Reports. is thirty­

six years old. and has scored well on the national competitive examin~tions

u~;;'~o dete~nlne eligibility for~he Ar~~ College.4 Regardless of one's

previous m1litary record, the examinati~n is the primary criteria for

selection. while the other considerations are primarily qualificotions for

bei"g allowed to take the examination. If an .)fficer does not graduate from

the Army College, his chances for promotion are slim.

The system used for the national examinations is similar to lne

type of evaluations used within th~ schools as well. Many officers carry

notebooks with them throughout their career. containing lists of elements

related to specific operations. w~ch are expected to be menorized. This

syst~m 1s also the rule in civilian educational systems. a~ well. beginning

. -.-.~'
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lists.

type of ord£~ or annex. the Korean officer is expected to have,all such

with elementary school. The typical officer, then, is conditioned ·0 de­

vote his time and energy in academic pursuits to rate memorization of-

On the other hand. the

s22

Th~re are advantages to this method. as well ••~ereas the American

ufficer, for exa~ole,may look for the appropria~e field ...anual to refl"esh
, .

~is memory on specific operational graphics or the format for a particular

mat":.l!rs memorized by the time he Is a captain. I
~ualjty of in~ovation. analysis and Indepe'~ent thinking is Obviously de- )

graded by tile constant emphasis on repetition and :nemorization. S

c

~~at does this system mean to ~he :daptation of tac~ics? There

app~ars to be an unwritten law tha~ changes In tactical doctrine are un­

.d~Si!able. siree the appllc~ion of the doctrin~ depends to a large extent

on the abil1 t l' of Its f;xetutors to c.lrrr out operatio~·. wlthcut a great

AeaJ. of thought beforehand. Rather. 11' an Anr.y cfficer has ~~udie,j a

specific type of operatio~ in detail tor ten years. he may be expected to

operat~ automatically in a pre-determined manner in any specific situation.

If the concept of the defense is changed ~rasti;ally, f:r exarnnie. \n en­

tire A~ must erase year< of "indoctrination" ,in all .n2 fac~ts of the op-

~ration. and ~ust bc~ln years of new ~ri:ation of details. Officers

might thus make a uistinct tactical blunder on the battlefield. In a moment

of indecision. The goal of the current syste,n. then. m'ight h~ characterized

as eliminating any .ossil:le :,ldeclsiveness b." ens~rlng automatic response.

It appears ~cess~y ;or all factors of an ~perAtion to ~e quanti.

fied. The situation must be well-known in ,pvance. lnd all operations ~ust---..

3S
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be analyzed prior to execution agal~st sever~l memorized lists of conslder-,

ations. ~he unknown. to the Korean officer. ~st be elimin.ted if QQssible.

before jumping off an operation.

As a result of the military educational system. three factors stand

out which may be presumed to i~act on Korean tact tcs , First is the

knowl~dge level of the average officer. He can be expected to know all

types of operations in great d~tail. insofar as planning ccnsideratlons are

concerned. He may be expected to be comfortable with detafled. intricate

operations. because he has practiced them for years and has a rr.ady detailed

knowledge. The same factor would minimize innovation and indepencence; all
,

smail-unlt lead~rs can be expected to execute an operations order in

essentially the same manner. This consideration would force the necessity

of detailed ~lanning. and this type of planning is also consistent with the

Korean systern.

JAPANESE MILITARY INFLUENCE

Having addressed internal influences on the Korean Army. let us

now turn our attention to external influences. The most Important influence

in modern times. until the beginning of the American Involvement In Korea.

was thP. occupation by the Japanese from 1910-1945. The Japanese rule was

characterized by a centralized. bureaucratic administration In ~hlch the

high-handedness of the Japanese was justified in their own eyes by its

efficiency.6 The Japanese att~ted to eradicate the Korean people as an

entity by obllterating the Kore~n language. ~nd. through Intermarriage.

obliterating the Korean people as a'separate race. They were completely

unsucces~ful in the l~tter. as a result of disdain for the Koreans by the
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Japanese colonlzersJ They were successful at shifting the values of

Confucianism to a philosophy of "obedience to an imperial autocrat".8

The Japanese did extend ast~ong influence throughout the military.

In 1938. they introduced military training in all Korean s~condary schools.

and through the Special Volunteers Act of "1938. allowed Koreans. "by

special Imperial Grace", to join the Japanese Army.g Many Koreans served

in the Japanese Army during World War Ii. willingly or unwillingly. Several

men who-were til become the leaders of the rlew Korean Army after Wo~ld War

II were trained at the Imperial Defense Colleg~ in Tokyo and the Ma~churian
~ -

Academy. Of the twenty Tokyo grad,·Hes still alive at the end of the war.

there developed five of the first seven Chiefs of Staff and three of the

~nisters of Defense between 1948 Jnd 1961. 10 Of those who were still stu­

dent officers in 1945, many rose to high positions in the Korean military,

Including five of the six Chiefs of Staff from 1960-1966. 11 Other Chiefs

of Staff and senior officers came from officers O' the Special Army Volun­

teer System of 1938 or men who had served as Japanese conscrip:s. attending

officer training in Korea after the war,lZ

The first Korean Army after World War II was anlll!d ,:ri;nat'fly with

"scrounged" Japanese rifles and machine guns confiscated from Americans ~ho

had stolen them a3 so. anlrs. 13 An ironic twist Is that even after liberation

[

from the Japanese, the Japanese were respected. A sword recel ved from the

Japanese emperor as a token of recognition for servi~e was "at least as

useful for legitimizing (one's) position as an act of Korean p~triotlsm."14

The American ideals after the War were not nearly as acceptable to the

Korean mind as had been the Japanese example. As Gregory Henderson has de­

scribed it:
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Influence has ~een that of the latest significant ally·-In N~rth Korea's .1
The lMjor

,
,",n. _.",...."";......"._.-. _'. ";".,;:. :-· •.·.·'....~·C~·~T•. ·,

~""-'"--'" .. " - ...~.._-

there i. no reser.blance between North and South K~rean tactics.

case, t~e Soviets and the Chinese CL.~nlsts.

What, then, h!l been the Impact of the Japanese on the S'uth Korean

Army? The first effect Is obvious; most of ~he leaders of the Ko~an A~

In the 1940s throu~h the 1960s (Including President fa-k Chung Heel were

American views of equipment as 'expendable,' 'off-duty'
sales to the black market, and 'Informality' In using Jeeps
to transport girl friends created unfavorable cor~arlsons

with the strict dl'c~pline of Japanest: use of equiprnent a"d
a weak cliL~te of respect at tne top,lS

Even today, there Is some similarity In the Korean view. Despite

the obvious respect shown to Americans In Korea, the senior KOrean officer

~~ take the average American officer serlou!ly, ~eemln9 disturbed br

the American's preoccupation with real e~_tate, with automobileS, with WOO'

men. Such c~slderatlons are secondary to the Korean officer, who Is conj

----cerned fo~st with how to protect his nation and who h4S little time to

ponder his personal possessions. These stat~~nts are In no way Intended

to degrade the 'merlcan officer, but are Intended to convey somethi~g of

the mental att~~ude of the South Kore~n. This facet of Korean thinking was

acquired from the Japanese. Despite the cruelty and the ruthlessness of

the Japanese, their effectiveness ;annot be questioned.

It is apparent In reviewing tactics that the current Korean fo~

are little dependent upon the previous Japanese versions. The American In­

fluence has been all-pervading; even a casual revl~ of South Korean tac­

tical doctrine demonstrates that it was patterned after American doctrine.

The Impact of the Japanese on tactical~ car, be minimized sl~ly; t.~e

\ northern half of Korea was of course also occupied by the Japanese, yet
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Japanese-trained. Their formulation of military policies and doctrine

quite obviously reflected their experiences and training. The authorlta~-

•
lanlsm of the Korean A~' ar4 of tne government Itself can be traced at----least Indirectly to these roots with a mlnlllUll of reflection.

The remaining facet of Jaoanese Influente ~Ich does have a consid­

erable bearing on the Korean Army I~ the psycnolo;lcal ~scect. The value--­of tile arAftAry In soclet:£: even Hs pl'edOt:lina.,ce, is a direct descendant

of the Jaoanese system The Intr1r.sic worth, the ideals, of tne r.rl11tar/

as a profession Is reinforced by the IncredIbly "Sharp· bearing and the

pride In wearing the ur.1 fOMll dlsplJyed by the Korean soldier, down to the

private. The stri=t dIscipline, _nich also has its origin In tne KarP.an

Armies of thousands of years ago, was certainly strengthened .by the Japa.'ese

A~ systeQ. But perhaps the greatest Impact on the Korean ArmP.d Forces

Ioas been tt,e Japanese Ideology of the POW!!!' of th~ ,"indo If you haY!! the
,.-

will to do something, It can be ar.complls~ed a~alnst overwhelming odds.

This ~sychologlcal factor, as observed In the Japanese, has been descrlbe~

In the following way:

In general, th!!!'e was no significant dlff!!re~ee In our
solutions, except In situations when Ohl! side was so nope­

- lessly Inferior that, In my jud~t, It should retreat or
at least dig in on a defensl~e posltlc~. In such eases,
th!! Japanese solution was .Imost always to attack at night,
a manifestation of the unshakeable faith In the Japanese
selshln, translatable as s~lrit or morale, which ~s pre­
slll1f!d able to overcome all rrat!!rial o!lstae1es... I would
say that the Japanese c~nd~rs In World War 11 ~enaved

l
about -as predicted In my s~udy an1 that sehhin proved a
fonnldable but fortunately nct all Invincible force "hieh
eventually succumbed to superior American fire power. 10

Generally, If one tra~s~rlbes the word "selsn!n" t~ the corres­

ponding Korean word "jungshln", an excellent description or a mod~Tn Koreln
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following liberatIon from the Japanese. the ~xt· I~rtant fact?r

0" the development of the ·Korean A~, ~aS the Korean ~ar. SurprlslnglYi

11ttle can be said ab.O'.. ~ the War as a shaper of tactics •. Certalniy. ~"e

~rlcan influence was significant; all material ca~ fro= American

supplies and In spme stages of the war, at least. the Americans bore the

[

bl'Ullt of the fighting. Combined operat10ns wei'e limited. with Amer1can

and Korean forces generally having their ~ tactical sectors of respon­

s1bllity. The Korean A~ gain~d valuable fighting experience. certainly.

but there had been little time to train the Koreans In U.S. combat methods.

. -, ~ '.t,;" .. .., ... ~ ~'':"
. ",.-.' . ....;:- ";":~.

,or'.; -, ~~. -"'.s- -::::- ;4 ;:.'L;-~·.. -.~. ;
. ;:-:--;. :'., - . _. :"..:, - " ,'.- '.. -

." ......_..
~_..'.~.~, .

IMPACT OF 7l-:E KOREA.'t WAR

UNITED STATES MILITARY INFLUENCE

Yet, the Amerlc~ns trle~ hard t~ mold an effective fighting force

after the·Amerlcan model, and were Successful. Generals ~cArthur. R'd~y

and Yan ~laced enthusiastic ~upport behind renewed training. Ameri­

can milltarr aovisors were increased to 7~6 in 1950. to 1.055 by mid-1951.

and to 1.9:3 In early 1952. 18 By 1959. nearly te" percent of all Korean

officers had some training In the United States. In addition. the American

A~ program can be depicted. ·S£lritual War P~r· Is a ~Jor aspect of

Korean A"fffY training. concurren~lY, suc" tangible conce;Jts a.s the night J

attack when out.n~e~d remain a part of Korean doctrine.

One author 9ives a more revealing account of percept10ns:

Except for expediency••• Korean cfflcers had ll:tle
reason to take the training ~'ey received with ~~e serlcus­
ness ~~ey had taken the far more professional trainin~ Ja­
pan had 9iven many of th(~••• Japanese ranks and trainin9
remained the prestlgf' system "Dder lioht American veneer; a
senior f~ Japanese days was ~arded as a senior even
when he happened to

1"ave
entered the American service later

and I14d lower rank. 7
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of the contfnued American presence. cOC"blped e:rercises are often held tn

reinforce fnte:·operabflfty. such as "Team S.,frlt 78". held in ~arch 1978.

which Involved U.S. troops from Japan. Hawaii. and CONUS.22 Includfng

30.000 American and 73.000 SQuth Korean troops of all servfces. 23

The sfngle most fmportant dete~lnlng factor of Korea~ tactfcs

ha~ been the Unltec States' I~fluence. 7nls Is perhaps why It Is so I~

. portant to analyze th~ varfances in our respective doctrlne~. It Is far

too easy to assume that the two are the same. The slight divergences. the

intrfcacfes occasioned by differences In outlocK. such as the Japanese In­

. O:Jence. are the ·factors Which bear Investigatfon.

One final characteristic hds already been alluded to ~everal times.

The extreme attentfon to detail hllich Is a part of fveryday Korean ~lannln9.

rather than being ~ hindrance to the effective execution of operations. Is

only a different concept. A descrfptloll of thls principle In action won

well wrftten by Lieutenant General William R. Peers:

.- ".- ".

,.-' ...
. - -_ ....- ,.'~',-_...... .-, . "'.~ ".~....".... :. .

j

J

;'-"~"'-' .

•
mfllfon of ~apons to South Kore:n forces. 21 In addition to the effects

•

The s~me nolds true today. Even "I til the ~roposed wi thdrawa1 of
•American forces. the Carter A~lnlstratlon !~proved a tr!n:fer ~f saoo

populatfon of 350.000 troops was lar;er than the entlle state of ne~ada's:

the Koreans could not help but become "Americanized" to s~ eTten~.19

The Anr,y has been tnt only Korean 9rou~ on which ~ricans hav~ achieved

effectfve lrfluence. after decades of dev?tlng funds. training. and

attentlon.;'O

I
[

[

I
I
[

I
il
II

I!

II

II

II

II

41

,"' ."'



The prll1'.ary influence on ~ctics. Ir. tIle context of tMs chapter.

hal been the United States. Historical and sociological el~nts. while

definitely influencing the development of tactics. hI.e often :o~trlbuted

~re to an operation. while using the s~r.e ~und~nt41~. being different

in execution on the ground. Thp. Korean co.~nder can. and does. expect

. ............. - .".,-~-,'" .

"; ..-., - ". '.-"-'"

" ...... ,..-.... ' ,....,.. ~

::-oerican force lllight continue tc defend •

•

. ,", ";-' :'.....;

I had never before hld th~ ooportunity of 'Ork',g with
ROK fOrCp.1. It took a de~re~ of IC4rnl~g and wnder1~:~djng.

but I found thet:t to be highly efficient and a dls':lnct
ple3sure ~ my ~rt to work with. They ~re ~st deliberat~

and methodical In all of their oper~:l~ns. ~t the same tlot.
however. once 4 c~rs~ of actlcn is dete~ine~. they are
positive. agg·essl:e anJ persls~~t. i~se s~at con­
t~Lo:IictoT)' stat.-'!ts rIIy re'.lulre an expianation. T;-,"y were
r~tlcuious in developing Intelligence of the ener.y In ~
pro~osed area of ~peratlon and In pre04rl~g their plans.
Someti~~s this WQuln take week: or ~~t~s. and even then
the cf-eratlon lIlA:' be postlloM1. Cnce the ne<:essa"'J ~ic::Jre
of the en~ s~tuation I. deve,oped. the operation is Ini­
tiued with 1IlI1I.lllU'l strength and eos t aggressively. On til'!
US side. ~ made every effort to support their operatlcns
through the provi.ion of additional helicopters. artillery.
tanks and A?C·s. jllis not only assls:.ed tne!t in t1lC opera­
tion. but al:o proved of I~nse value In deve:ooin~ co­
uperat:~ with adjacent US unlts.2~

unwavering obedience to his c~.ar~s. His e~force=ent of discipline on

the battlefl:ld ~Ill be more ~hysl~l. more dire~t. L~n ~e A.~rican·s.

He can er~ect his soldiers to drive forward in t~ face of danger with a

strong degree of a,gt"us1'leness. loyalty, and spe-ed. He can plan extended

operations In tt~ winter. at night. wlthOYt Immediately responsive supply

lines. ~! will be well-prepared ·'or an operat!on. and when he condv~ts it.

it will be with ferocity dnd violence. In a t19ht situation. he 11119ht be

expected to counteratt.ck when
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likely order tl,c concept of an operaticn fro::! start to finisll. l'1ore sig­

nificantly, the operation will probably be executed from start to finish

exactly as written.

Being fervently endowed with ~n awareness of the immediate threat

to}iS nation's existence, the Korean soldier, if instilled with the

prc~er degree of "jur.gshin" hoped for by his superiors, will individually

. take gr;,at per-sonal risks and help insure the success of an operation.

Compared to a U.S. operations order which_visualizes an attack through one

or two "phases" of an operation, the Korean ope~ations order will ·more

.,_ ..•• n._. _. , ......__.._."..,..._.
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There are several differences in showing unit designations. p~rtly

due to the Korean regimental system and partly due to the Korean practice

of omitting some parts of the designation on map symbols. First, Korean

companies are nun~ered. not lettered:AlZI U.S. Infantry Company 21Z1 KoreaI' Infantry Company

R.O.K. unit symbols show the designation of the unit and its im­

mediate parent unit. U.S. Army symbols include all parent unit data. al­

though it may sometimes be omitted. The example below is of a company of

the 41st Field Artillery Battalion, IBth Field Artillery Brigade, 12th Corps:

•

.'

/

..~" -::

FEBA

.LU

U.S. Symbol•

R.O.K. Symbol

2!Zl47

=

-" '" . "'-.......,..,: --.. "--,, ,-" .

CHAPTER FOUR

MILITARY SYMBOLOGY

'.\
._1~k¥¥S-?!•.

R.O.K. Symbol

U.S. Symol

A~41-18/r2
4'"

.' -.-.--"".~, .._-_.....

All the examples of operations overlays to be used in s~cceeding

chapters use some Korean symbology. This ~aPter demonstrates differences

in U.S. and R.O.K. military symbology which can cause confusion in'ro!ading

operations overlays and consequently in conducting combined operations.

Until 1978 most Korean symbols were the same as the American. in­

cluding labels with Americ.ar. abbreviations. such as "FEBA" or "GOP".

Problems with less-educated soldiers caused the R.O.K. Army to revert to

Korean lettering. For example:

_,('
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For some control measuI·es. e.'e South Korean Anny uses di ffel'el1t

symbols (sometimes only slightly different). from the U.S. version.

.
.i,
,
J,

-----------.. ~..-
=

U.S. Symbnl

GD
Usually circula~

~ .• .;. -..:. ''', -,. -----~.•~. <.-'" .,.... r:' •• - -'""-r. -. -' .,..,:,".',,_.

R.O. K. SYlIt!ol

CD
Always rectangular.

R.O.K. SYlIt!ol

, ,
.:_,~ -'l" ~MV

Meaning

Trpe Unit

Enemy Infantry
Battalion.

Airborne Drop
Zone.

. The Korean Army uses a completely different designation system for

enemy units from the one it uses for friendly units. The U.S. Army uses

the same U.S. unit symbols for enemy units as it does for friendly units.

except that we draw the symbol in red or in double lines. For example:

use.

Some symbols are confusing to either R.U.K. or U.S. soldiers be­

cause one country has units or concepts which the other country does not

It is the small differences which can lead an officer of,eith~r Army to

believe that he understands an operations overlay when he truly does not.

Improper communications can waste lives.

See Appendix E, R.O.K. Army Operational, Graphics. for'a more detailed

account and several examples of the differences in'R.O:K. and U.S. milHary
•

II

Meaning R.O.K. Symbol

.sc-cause- Company .~~
(ADA Role). \!.\'tl I).

1150
Airmobile Brigade. No equivalent unit.

For the most part, the R.O.K. Army uses U.S.

U S. Symbol

No equivalent.

25L,~.

symbology.
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U.S. Field Manual 100-5 lists five majo~ types of offensive op-

erations., the movement to contact, the hasty Jttack. the deliberate
, -

the

•

attack, the IWrsu! t and the ~ploitat;on. if!J the ~vemer.t to c?~act

unit moves on the battlefield with the le~st force possible, wi~~ the

mission of develo~inJ the enemy situa~ion and preventing unn::essa~ delay

of the main body.~ When initial contact is made, the commander must make

CHAPTER m'E

CONVENTIONAL OFFENSIVE rrERATIONS

GENERAL: U.S. A:IO KOREAN TACTICS

, '

,e+p '5t,W~##J'£l"£.~:-:;:r-·~.,.~¥t~:;:S ... j _.'

the decision to conduct a hasty atta~k or a deliberate attack. If an

atta';i SUCCeE'ds1ile~onand p.ursuit should e~jsue. In all cases, the

commander ~intains only those reserves neceS;d~ to ins~re flexibility

and continued momentum. The Dictionary of Un;ted St3tE'S Army Terms (AR

310-251 defines several other typos of offen:lve actions. such as raids,

feints, 'divers1'Ons, reconnalssance-i;.-fo"e and demonstrations. but these

are generally "limited-objective, lfmited-scale. or specially designed" op­

'erations which follow the fundamentals of the h~~ty and deliberate attack~.l

The South Korean A~ teaches five forms of offensive operations:

[ the movement to contact, reccrme t ssance-fn-fcr-ce , the coordlnata'~ attack.

the exploitation (literally, "expansion of battle results"), and the pursuit.

r- In all five forms of offense, there are fo~ possible ferms of maneuver:

"I the penetration, the frontal attac!'.• the envelopment. and cinuitous aoze­

l ment. 2 The differences in tac:ical forms are apparent. The.Koreans use

48
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is considered a major form of att~ck op~ration, although it is speclficall,

excluded as such i~ FM :00-5.

the coordinated attac~ ana ,,~~ the hasty attark; this ;s a~'i~ reflectiJe

o~ the Korean renchant for pl~nn:ng. Th~ reconnals~ance-:n-force, also.

FM 100-5 sta ~~s that the force :;hould "use 1I'.o\'E'!I1ent techniques de---_.-- .
signed -;;0 take ~d~dntaqe of the t:!rra in, d.lld to <ldar', to the 11 keI ihood of

enetI\Y contact.,,3 The experienced military officer, however. will recognize
•

the Korean forms of maneuver listen 'hove as carry-overs f,"om previ~s

editions of the American FM ICO·S and FM 61-100. 10 a major extent, ~hen,

the initial o~servation can be made ~hat the R.q.r. tactics are largely a

r2flecticn Of American offe~sive ~peratj~ns curing the last two decades.

In organizing for cor.bat, one difference mus~ be noted which is ~re

or less a tautology, yet is significar,t to the app~lca~ion of combat power.

So'"th Korean forces seldom task-orga:lize ~t battalion level, because there is

a very small percentage of mobile forces which can be useu to cr~ss-attach.

Accordingly, ~st operations are conceived of ~s pure infantry operations.------

Al'1llY uses flowery phras~olog.v in their operations orders, and seld"," states

objectives and crdcrs 101 concrete terms. Fortunately, this is not true. A

sample of a Korean Army attack order is included at Appendix F, translated

directly from the book, White Paper Tactic~, which is a text desi~n~d to

gIve "ideal" soluef cns to operations orders, mission analyses, ana related

actfons for all for".s of attack. The similarities to U.S. orders are more

striking than are the differences.

In planning or directing .an operation, the ~~rlcan operations order

l fo~·t is used. One exception Is that Lie operations order Is always written

at division level in the R.O.K. Army. It Is generally said that the Korean

J
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A vital part of nearly every operations order is the "Infiltration

Annex·, whjch Includes sections on "Infiltration Routes, Attack Positions,

Link-~p Sites, Fire Limitation Lines, and Organization of the Infiltrating

Unit.,,4

THE COORDINATED ATTACK

Planning for the coordinated attack begins with the mission analysis.

fask analysis includes the identification of specified tasks and Implied

tAsks, culminating In the restated mission. There are always specified f
tasks at divis~(\f\ level. Hext,~...r..a....ln~a!.:.:n~a.:,ly!.;s~i:..::S:....:.i:s~c::o::,ll:d:u:ct:ed::,. This pro­

cedure begins with the ident,ficatlon of key terrain, which is always high

ground "ltd never a city. An objective(s) are then assigned. ~venues of

~the~ on a map overl~y. i!£h avenue crosses all key

terrain along the route.

lhe rationale for this Is that Horth Korean forces ~re terrain--
oriented, and tha South Korean Army believes that to be successful, !JJL

enemy must be destroyed In zone; consequently, ! good avenue of apPrGach

_must take iriendly forces across as many en~ positions as possible. A

~ample terrain analysis Is shown on the foll~lng page at Figure Z.
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FIGURE 2: ATTACK TERRAIN ANALYSIS5

I.e
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A division will nonr~lly conduct the attack with two regiments

. forward and one regill1'!nt in reserve. or "following." Ii'~li'rmediate cbjec­

II tives may be assigned to one or both attacking regiment. A main attack

y and a secondary attack are always dE:.ignated in the oper-a t tons o.rder.
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irlE EXPLOITATION

..-.-.

• +...

is to seize enemy artillery posit~ons,

'~'"M ,••<_-. __ .......'_-_....~_~ ... __ "_.;,,.

--"'--

~e, eltller by day or night, and p~Qvides..!ire support for the advancing

main body. In ad~ltinn, If detected, it serves A deception r... lp, deceiVing

the enemY a< to tt.~ time and locati~n of the main atta:k.

The Infiltration company is normally ottLct.~d t~ the at:ac~ing

regireent in closest proxi~ity once the regiment has passed the company's

location.

Th& strikl~ difference between the Koreen concept of the ~eratlon

.ad the U.S. concept Is the use of the "Infiltration unit." The reserve

~giment is normali3 tasked to p~vide a company~slzed unit as the "special

mission u~it, ground Infiltration." The infiltratior unit moves to an 00-

_The eXIlJ.!l:!.tAtlon requires the I!Xlst hermat service support of all :­

offensive opera~lons, and the support must be responsive. Th~ Korean Ar-

. my recog~izes. only two opp:rtunlties for conducting ·e exploitation: the

re~!p-~f an order from higher authority to conduct the exploita~ior.. or

when the attackIng u.,1t has fully secured thei," objective and "'lached t.'le

·control line.· To understand the concept of an exploita:lon. one must

l'l!,'lze that the Korean corps normally attacks with two divisions. while

one division follows the main attack. Ir t~e corps' main attacr. divisio~

conducts the exploitation, it will be Joined Ily the corps' "following support·

divifion, but will leave one regiment In reserve. If t~~ corps' supporti09

attack division conducts the exp:oitat~on. It will conduct the action ~lcne.

leavi"9 one batta·l Ion In reserve,

I

Tho! obJI:(;; of the exploitation

signal facilities and command posts. S
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.:.

Th~ South Korean division, ~hen planning fop the movement to con­

tact, differentiates eetween courses of action only in the avenue of approach

Ie all cases, the operation is conducted with tne di~i5ion

ments up and one ~e9iment back.

reconnaissance battalion used as a ·cover~ng force." followed by ~o ~i-

In the ~vement to contact, the division dces task crganizp. A

typical organization for combat would be similar to that for an American

operation, except that the orqanil,.tion would De noticeably light In lanks.

Conrnonly, the operation i s c~.;.:d:.:u.:c.:te:.:d:....:..~-'-~;::;th;.-:the:....::.....;1:...i"-9h:...t::....:.i.:.:n.:..;fa::.:n:..;t:.:.ry:....;d;.:i...:.V..:..iS:.i:,:OO.

which forTolS two "battle groups" or "regimental COllO"t teltllS.,,8 A (Y"Plcal-

l'.OVE!1E1(T ro CONTACT

can concept, It is normal to ~se a previously uncommitted force to e~10it.7
~--- ----_.-----~.-

Under t:he korean concept. the_~lng force [~Q"'$' ""serve) 15 used to )

exploit, co~ined with the prevlou.ly c~itted ~ln attack division. In

the case where the exploitation takes place from tha secondary at:ack's I
sector, o~ly the previously-committ·~ force is used.

•

regimental c~nbat team might include an infantry regiment, a tank compan~

~r platoon, an artillery battalio~ (towed), an engineer c~ny, and two-

The overall concept for th~ e~ploitation varies little between

Korean and American doctrine, with one notab~e e~ceptlon. Under the Ameri-

transportation t~:k companl!s. The reServe regiment (occasionally a

battalion) fO~lOWS at a_dlstanc~ up to 40 kil~tprs behi~d the advancing

regiments.9

The U.S. and ~.O.K. conte~t$ are not dissimilar, e~cept ·in the n~­

tUn! of the fortes used to conduct the ·opention. -rom the Ame:-ican poin.t

( to be utilized.
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of view, mobility and fil"1!power well forward are the key to sUC""'S OT tl:e

~vement tJ contact. It is difflc~lt to Imagine an entire divisic~ :~~

in Zit-ten trucks. adv~ncfng to Il'.eet the enemy. Again, however. on.! lIlUSt

consid~r the Koreln AI"lI\Y'S degree of,l'lOllillty and cOllOat organization.

RECONNAISSANCE IN FORCE

The Korean reconnaissance In force Is conducted s~at slmil~rly

to a moveme!1t to contact. except that each regiment provi,des one relr.forced

battalion to IlIIrch to the regiment's front as I recon-In-force unit. The

opentionis normally conducted with two regilllel1ts fONard and one

following.l°

The Korean concept differs from the American concept only In its

~lassification. In its execution, it is merely a'variant on ~~e movement

to contact. except ~~t it Is obviously ~re tice-consuming. Whereas U.S.

doctrine tenrs It a special operation. the R.O.K. Army considers the re­

connaissance In foree tc be a sep4rate form of operation.

PtII!5;JIT

The purpose of Kore4n pursuit operations is the destruction of r
enl!llO' fcrees. thus. the Objective of a pursuit is ~~ enemy unit. A re- J

view of Korean doctrine on this subject ....veals no significant difference

between U.S. and R.O.K. concepts. Again, however, a dlfferP.nce is apP4rent.

in that the pursuit would IIQ.rmally be conducted utf1lzing t,~e 1J.g!lLi..'l.~.!Itry (

~vislon. a some-hat difficult concept considering that the North Korean-- -----
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forees are relatively tank-hea~y.Additionally,since attack helicopters

power con-
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are controlled Jt Corps level and higher, the responsive ,oICat
. -- --.:~.:.:...:-:-:.:.:...:..:..::~-"---==-,-

sidered essential ~~ an American pursuit operation Is lacking.
~---_._-------------------
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..The Nlcht Attack

The night attack is basically the s~ as that executed by the U.S.

',""

Specific. or ·sp~cial" operations conducted within ~~e conventional

scenario by R.O.~. fo~~s include the ni~ht at~]ck. col~ weather operations.

al~bile operations. river-crossing operations. mountaIn operations. Ind

(ortified ·area operations. The discussion of ainnobile operations will be

deferred until Chapter Eight.

SPECIAL ATT~CK OPERATIOHS

Army. with two exceptions. First. illumination is seldom useo. A =ajar

criterion. which is rather ~Jzzlln9. Is whether the en~ has used Illumi­

nation previously. Second. indirect fire sUPpOrt Is seldom used. for fear

of disclosing artille~y or mortar positions by ~zzle flaSh. The night

attack. as is the oay attack. is normally executed with two re9i~nts for­

ward. anu one In re~erve.l1 As a rule. seventy percert of R.O.K. A~I

tactical training is conducteo at night.

Cold Weather Ooeration~

·Snow and Cold Terrain Operations· are considered a separate case

by the R.O.K. Army.·ostanslbly because of Korea's bitter w:nter weather.

a~ the emphasis on beirg constantly prepared to fight primarily on Korean

soil. Speci~l ,onslderations InclUde extended positioning of forces. In--creased use of ra llroads. Increased use of lakes ar.d .~rs;.es. and deereased
/

~e of night operations. __lnfantry WQuld be fully utilized. and armor would

til. eqJ!c'yeQ until the attainment of "ice critical· weather ccndltl,on.

Special training Involves the use Of both ski infantry units and bobsled

Infantry unlts. 1Z The only major dtffer~ce between ~~rlca~ and Korean

\
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IS used as the prinelple fire support weapon. Because of terrain ccstructlon.

~Ire c~nieatinns are used extensively. Whenever possible. ~~ f?llowi~~-

Rlvp...·Cros.inq OCe... tions

For the river-crossing operation, crossi~~ ~Ites of from 200 to

meters are selected. 80th M4i6 flG4~lng bri~ges and ponton bridges are

ec:;ll oye-j , supported frocn COf'llS' Ievet , T'lere are no sl'inl Hcant differene~

betNeen R.O.K.-U.S. tactics In this area, eAce?t for quantity an~ quality

of river·crosslng equipment us~.

MO~ntaln Operatlons (~untaln·~eak Ope..atlcns)

soldier In Ninter tha" the ADoe..lcan soldier.

In addition, the relative lnur!ment of the South Korean to

cold Neather operations. however. lies In de9r~ of

All South Korean soldiers receive Intensive, active tra-

•

scenario IS used for a division attack in mountainous terrain. Two ~egi-

4..)eparate designated hilltop. An air infiltration unit, nOrM4lly a rein­

forced battalion. conducts either all airborne or airmobile 8ssault onto An

adjacent hilltop, to support llle operation by fire. 13

ments attack, while one regiment remtlns In reserve. EaCh regiment attack~-------------''--------

-. Although ccuntaln operations are, in the U.S. Army, basically the

, exclusive domain of Ra~ger and $peclal Forces units, the sa~ operations

L
i! are a CQr.C'lOn tactical Ntter In the South Korean Aro:ry, since lCI;cll of the

',.countr/side Is r.lOuntainous. Pr.!ntiple means of transport for mountain op­

erations are iQllressed or paid laborers and packh~rses. The 6~ ~r~r

.1
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the South Korean operation is, obviously,

•

.. '

".'r
'-,

qq. ,..?

is accomplished. an airmobile battalion seizes an objective to
---_._-~---.._,----

to block enemy egress. Then. two regiments of the division con-

The main difference here with American tactic~

For attack of a fortified position. the infantry division rec~

.• ~~ ... __ •.r.'

.

tration unit. a concept not used in the U.S. Army for mo~,

In addition. the Americans would seldom." if ever. coltr.1it reg.

troops or' a troop unit of this size to an attack in the ~ountai ...
Fortified Area Ooerations

the following attachments!!.!. rule: a tank battalion. a field artillery

battalion. a~~. a field engineer battalion. and miscellaneous

combat service support elements. The operation is highly coordinated. A-ground infiltration unit (battalion) secures an oojective near the ~inci-
'---'-----~--:-:---:-:--------'-:-----,
pal objective. to provide fire support and to block enemy ~ernrorceme-nfS.-

Once this

the rear.

duct the main attack. The use of fire support is limited, to minimize

friendly casualties. 14

r..

L
the unique characteristic of

, . the use of the infiltration units.

SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN M~ERIC;lN MID KOREAlI 'JFFENSIVE TAC,ICS

If
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II

II
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Although the development of South Korean offensive tactics closely

It may be argued that much of Korea'smay hinder a combined operation.

( parallels United States doctrine. there are significant differences which

offensive doctrine is basically the same as that es~oused by the U.S. in

) older versions of FM 61-100. yet the current differences must be recognized.

Younger officers and NCOs trained in the latest U.S. doctrine most probably
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Korean soldier and the Korean terrain and weather.

the attack

The

Mobil ity

The hasty attack, for ex-

, ,
v

--
\
\
", ' ..
'.

,

.\

As has been shown in this chapter, there are various 'dc~initional

ample, is not studied' by the Korean Army officer.

Additionally, task organization, as understood in the U.S., is a

less significant factor in Korean planning.

The principal objective of the attack is the destruction of all

have no conception whatsoever of what American tactics were in the past,

nor are they aware of their application to the R.O.K. Army. In addition,

the South ~oreans have tailored all of these tactical techniquas to the

[ 'tff.,."., b...... " ....."t.,.' ",'i".

Korean operations revolve around the infantry divisi?n.

(

and firepower, compared to U.S. units, will be greatly inferior.

principal form of transportation used by the infantry division in

is the truck.

I

II
11

11
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enemy forces in zone, as well as the retention of key terrain. Since North

Korean troops are expected to be disposed along key terrain, avenues of

~pproath are selected to cross probable enemy objectives whenever possible.

Enemy forces are seldom, if ever, bypassed for later "mop-up" action, as

is allowed by U.S. doctrine.

Rather than employing the involved U.S. techniques for computing

famil iar "two up and one back" approach.

[ relative combat power, Korean attacks are "normally" conducted with the

In the exploitation phase.of an operation, the Korean corps. normally

the U.S. employment of uncommitted units only.
l. ."I,i', _i'" ,...,~,., """." ..11 " "" ...t"""",,, " "PO'" "
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The use of an air infiltration unit by

I '
I... \

~" • 1
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Fortified area operations, also, are distinguished ~y the use of

Mountain operations differ significantly from the corresponding

Infantry un~ts 'are employed, and .pack horses are maintained

-- - - -It'can be seen froc the fOr!9oing discussion ~~at ~~edifferences

in modern Korean and American offell~ive U·ctics are significant. The ac~ual

impact of these differences will be discussed In Chapter Twelve.

air and ground Inflltra:lon units.

the R.O.K.s is also unique.

in readiness for such operatiOns.
l U.S...,tl".
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CHAPTER SIX

CONVENTIONAL DEFENSE TACTICS

"

. :.,~, .'

Nor does the Korean "failure" to adopt the active defense repre­

sent a lack of "progre.sheness." The active defense was developd to
'--

L
Korean defensive tactics. as time progresses. will become in­

creas~ngly divergent from U.S. t.ctics JS the United States Army becomes

fully indoctrinat~d in the active defense.~ The KJrean c~'~ept of defense.

although unique in its ~'n rig~t. was originally patterned after American

defensive doctrine. As with the offense. the similarities will grow less

distinct with tIme. as nPIl gene"ations of U.S. soldiers arise' ~nt:.wing

modern (or future) tactics, but with little or no knowledge of past U.S,

doctrine.

~ .. , meet today s ever-chan~ing threat. The South Kortan defens~ is designed

-#'~"J( to counter a "known" threat offensive technique, and there i- little in-
... "'V
~~ centive to change one's tactical thinking because the Americans have changed

theirs. This chapter first defines the U.S. a~tive defense, then addresses

the Korean forms of defense, conclud;nq with a comparison of the two

J
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II
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II
II
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II

countries' doctrine.

*The active defense is stressed here to emphasize the greatest
possible differences between U.S. and Korean tactics. U.S"doctrine' still
allows for the position defense by pure infantry forces. but the active de­
fense is the ~rimarv U.S. type of oefense. See Fl1 71-101 (nOw in final
draft), FM 7- 0 (being written), and FM 7-20 for the positic~ defense. Al-

ethough, IX Corps in Japan, which haS the contingency mission for Korea, con­
, sists of straight i"f~ntry divisions, I am assuming tnat so~ ~.5. d;.i~ons

ii/ll1cn could be cOfll11itted larer durlng a Korean War. would be r.lechanized. ,
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Corps

The purpose is to stop the enemy, so that

artillery.

Perhaps the greatest divergence from previous doc:rine is ~'e em­

phasis on furce orientation of the ac:iv~ defense, contraster t~ the form-. .--

THE AMERICAN ACTIVE DEFENSE

a unit now concentrates on destroying the enemy force.

On the modern battlefield, an American force .'lUst operate on ex­

tended__front~es, defend outnumbered with austere forces, and fig~t on a

~ghlY lethal and mobile battlefield. We plan to face an enemy who uses

orientation of previous doctrine. No lo"~er are "types" of defense' specI­

fied. Also, rather' than concentrating.on key terrain and its retention,

The active defense was des1gned t~ utilize wide frontages, allow

forces to fight, outnumbered, a highly m~bile enemy force, and provide for

defense in depth. The active defense is force-oriented, but terrain utili-

> '

through brigade-level units service enemy units, and battalion through

platoons service enemy weapon systems.

Within the active defense, two alternatives may be employed. When

the enemy situation is vague and most of the terrain isJillable fo" avenues.. --- ._--...._--

)

zation remains highly important.

we can go on the offense, i.e.. "win the first battle."
""" -

The active defense may be defined as "target servicing."

. \ combined arms formations, penetration tactics and a heavy concentration of

.::~--
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of approach, a balanced defense is utiijzed. When there is gcod intelli--- -------_.
gence or when the terrain is so restrictive that it is relatively easy to

, .-
identify avenues of approach, a weighted defense is employed. These terms

-_._--~._._---_._-

do n()t reflect .f2!!!!! of defense; they merely indicate al ternatives for till!
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miss.Jn to "retain Hill 1010" does not imply that a corrrnander must physically

occupy the hill, so :ong as he has the terrain under friendly control.

Reserves in the active oefense wi 11 be small, perhaps a company at

~rigad~l. Reserve force missions ~~y include ~efense in depth. counter­

attack by fire, limited Objective c~unterattacks. obstacle construction or

rear area security.

Alth~ugh unit sectors are still used as control ~~asures in the ac-

)
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pMltioniog..gf uni.ts. T:,c active defense is based on sound dp.r"ensh'e tac-,
tics and fundamentals--not fO~.n. In short, the active defense h a C0lll110n-

sense apprQach to fighting ~~e b4ttle.

In the def~nse, the bulk gf anti-armor weapons systems are lcca ted

in th~ covering fo.ce, which has taken on greatly increased $ignif;canc~.

The covering force actually fights a 1efensive-battle ~n depth to infli~t

losses on enemy forces and to d~=eive the en~ as to the disposition ~f

r-
the forces in the area. T~e covering force does~ conduct a d&lay; it

fights a defensive battle.

Units in the main battle area most o:;0!lJJ1Q(!lv rl?ceive non-restooicti'.·e

missions, such as "defend in sector." The most conmon restrictive mission

used is "retain", ar order which does not mean to "Mid key te"rain." A

-
tive defense, the battl~ positio~ Is more common. The concept of battle

positions is that a force may be required to displace rapidly in response

to an e:1emy threat or in response to a requirement to thicken the main

battle ar~a elsewhere. It is apparent from all the concepts of the active

defense that a highly ~~bile force Is critical to lt$ accQffiPilsbmeni&l
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MAJOR SOUTH KOREAN DEFENSIVE·TACTICS

The South Korean Army laCKs the mobility and t~e long-range weapons

to successfully adopt the active defense. Additionally. the terrain. par-

ticularly in the northern ser.~or of the country. does not promise much,

su~cess. unl~ss onewe~_j;~~n-for intensive use'of easily-interdictable

roads. Accordingly. the Korean defense has been adapted to the Korean

situation.

The two major forms of Korean defense are the area defense ~nd the

IDObile~efeDse. Special cases of toe defense will be discussed separately

below.

In deciding between the mobile and the area defense. the following

factors are considered:~nemY aviation. mobility. NBC. and firepower; the

mission; terrain; available units. and time. in determining courses of

action for the defense. thp. battle is mentally fought in several stages.

with countermeasures developed for each of the severa! stages: The GOP

battle. the FEBA battle. the enemy's penetr·tion. friendly counterattack.

anti-tank and anti·infi'tration measures. and the rear area battle. 2

The following control measures are required on the operations

overlay:

1. Location of the GOP.

2. Location of the COP.

a. Checkpoints.

b. Contact point~ ..

c. Link-up points.

3. The FEBA.,
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4. Unit sector boundaries.

5. Location o~ the c~~nd post.

6. Blocking positlon~. Onll those under direct control of the

issuing unit are nonnally depicted on the 01.... rlay;3 .

!he Area Oe!~~

The prlnciples of the Korean area defense differ little from the

former Americar. concept. Again. thoU~h. as with t~e·offense. tr.e planning

and assUl1ltltionswil1 vary. The reader will recall fra:! Chapter 7IfC tl,at

the North Korean Army is terrain-oriented. A~cordin91y. when avenues of

approach are analyzed. a two-step approach is ~loyed. First. key terrain

in the defense sector is identified. Each se~nt of key te'~ain is

circled. Next. -the most probable a\'l!nues leading across a11 "ey terra!"

are identified. and an analysis and c~arison of the avenues are '~de.

Such U.S. considerations as canalizing and hindering terrain are only con­

sidered during the final analysis. A sample terrain a~lysis is presented

on the ·ollowing·page.
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In numerous "school ~olut!o"s" at the Korean ~~y Cellege. it Is

solut!~~s. then. leave so~ coubt concern!ng the depth of a~IIS~~ ~loyed------.:--.:_--_.:.------ -

FEBl\

1l.~3
_~__ ~~ • ! "=:J

\).

FIGURE 3

DEFEN~IVf TERRAI~ ~~lYSIS4

routine to actually Iden:!f, the key te~4ln ~Irst. and then to 'd~aw In"

avenues of aPD~oach whiCh ~eatly fit the unit bounda~les. ~he ~esu~tant-

--- --.... -
..-:l~~
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battle aret (ll'.aln cU:fense area) and "Hh O'le re>fment in tile covering foree

("~~_unit"l. WhiCh fights a ~ela1in9 a~tio". ~on wlthera•• ! fr~~ tnt

GOP. ';.he reql"ll!nt !let.V"'eS diviSiOn reserve. :. l"!9i"'f!ntal·slzed rese':!e

Is the rule fur the defense. Tile r~5erve 'oree ~y ~ V\eG to relnron:e

, ".-'.., .,.-.'.~-_.

l

rt.>r this operatio.il. t:o'" 3~th rn!.sn:ry :c.l!giTle.,t ;n ~he

edst and the 3:;th Infantr)" ~e'1~r.1II!f.t 1" t:1e ~st c~n~:!tut!'

tM r.u In defens i ·e area. ana in ol":le" to ensure CO"It:-:>: of
th~ cain deferslve arei. tne 36th In,a"cry ~l!9i~nt ret,ins
on' order operat,~nal contro! of the 4th aJttali~n. 34th
Regioent. an~ acts as Jivisicn reserve. as the oivlSlon een­
cucts an area ~e1,·n\". inHa'ly tne 36th InfAntry '.egi""!!'!t
(-)(R~inforced) c~oses t~ ;eneral ~~toost untl: 19 Seot~

btl!f"'. 20:30 hCt':-S. and dela ~.~ - ! ,.,.,ard f .....
(or 24 hours or '"Cre. r wi h ., -"p. l)~

comes d.v r erve ar.~ ~lve~ :riority t~ thQ 35th rntan-
try RegIment sector and ore~re~ tn oe ~~itte~.

The division ~st seewre the l'ne from "Ill :'S-~ill 2SS­
Hill 150-"111 2€5. S'IOule tillS ~"""'e t~ossible. "e blOCk
the en~J forw~rd of tne line ~onnecti"; ~'Un;S4n; and Cnoon9­
sung ~unU;n."

ine pattern '~r the area ~efense can be 5~!n '" tnts cne Short

The orientation, aibln. IS on tne r~tP.fltlon ;)f tern In. ihe

..
"

In general, the area defense Is !e,.,.aln-orter.te:l. ~";)r:ler to
----'--.:.....;...------~

for the reason that th~re Is J Sho~Aap~. ~ Conce?t of the 00-

i~ still is In many NATO countri~. Cross-attachlrq is sel~om d~ne. again---------------

'hold key terrain" is c~~. as It recently wat in ~.~. ~octrine. and as

attack annex Is often attAched to tne ooerations order. ihe miSSion of

so Ol)vious thAt they need only b~ summ&r'z~d. :ne size of the reserve

"counterattick hy fire" ,; not consIdered appropr'.te.
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force a~o the ~thod of utilizing It are different. and the U.S. A~'s

in conbln~ operations concerning ~PtlmuA~lsplac~nt cf forces.

for ar~lyzlng e~ avenues of approar.n could very welt cause dlsagr~nts (

t:lOtll.~!-~fl!'lse will genera.l1y oe o.~loye<t In "hichenr sector the R.O.K.

"""'Y's single ;iecnanlz~ divlsl'on"-~yo.be posltIQr.ed. ine a:ltll1e defense

r9quires J:Il!ch4nl :ell or anDOr foh:es;

When possiole. cross·attac~t ?f forces i~ utl1iz~. but ~ sys­

t ..... of reinforcing IlleChanlzel \JlIits lfith armored units is ~n! connen.

Whereas tnt o~Jectlve ~~ the area defense is to hold terrain. the

~~,-,l'll:.:o:.:s:.:a_o=.f:......:t:;h.::e..:::lO=b:.:.l:..le::...:ll::e~f::.en:,:,s::4t:......:~.:'_"·.:th:::e~•.:a:::nn::.i:.:h:.:l.:.l.:a::t:.:1on=:...::(l_f_e~n.::I!'>tf=--=.:.:un Iu.o. Bot h

~lthou;n the Scutn ~r~l~ A~I US~$ ., matr;£ to determine whether

to emPloy the area defe!lse or tne ::lObile defe,:se. it I;: apparent tnH the

types of defense utilize the GOP as a securltl ~asure. but In the ~in

)
oat t le area. tne area defense utilizes the ~j~rlt1 of the division's cog-

. oat strength. wnenas the mo'.ll1e aefense utilizes ·:nlninn: e..-1:la~ stren,:th.·

Co.,vernly. o.wolle a aivision co-.;nander w:lUld employ all "apprOllriate una"

as the reserve In the area defense. he would employ ~ch4nlz~ main force

units as the reserve !n a mobile defense. 7h~ purpose of the :ount ..r~ttack

I

in the area defense Is the restoration of the FEBA. While In tne moblle de­

fense It Is the annihilation of the onemy.6

One divergente In U.S. vs. R.O.Y.. thoU9~t is noteworthy. In the

I
descrfp~fon above. the word ·annlhllation" is chosen deliherately over the

. ward "destruction." One aspact of Korean milItary t~ought. as enunciated

:1
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In 411 the mobile de-

in the Korean "Fighting Man's Cr~ed·. is tne "total annihilation 0' t~e

on the other hand. seldom brings the fighting down to suc~ a ~rsonal

",gh to"., .....' f''' ••·. . ."", " ,.. ,••, ..,.' ,,",I,., ,,,,gh'.I

and the one presented for the Oiea defense ~s that the units arP mechan·
.-"

a counterattack as one of their possible ~isslons.

-;.-:0.-' ~_._--_., ..... _ ....-. ,",--,.. ~,,,,",..'''''''''' .,.~_.__.-.,.--....... ~~- ......~--

\ ~. and the reserve unit will conduct a counterlttack. rather than having

a~d overlay 'are precared at division 'evel. -'ut a "~etai Jed couo·erat1'4ck--- -. ..
plan" is prepared o~ly at Coros level and higher. A sample ccncept of the.,.

fense scenarios in instructional material at the ~ol'ean Amy College. the

operation Is p~sented below.

For tl.1s operation. 1st Brigade in the weH ana 2c!
Brigade In the east fo~ the ~4in defenSive area. and with
the 3d Brigade in reserve. division ~cnducts a nobile de­
fense. 1st and Zd Brigades block the enemy's attack. and
the 3d Brigade. as di.islon reserve, execute~ a counter.
attack to annihilate enemy units in the mouth of troe pene­
tration. Inftially the 3d Brt;.!.:e ls organiZed as a t4Sk
force ('special mission unit') an1 is· utilIzed as the
covering force. and after withdrawing on order. becomes
division reserve. The division. in order to c~nduct tne
counterattack, ~st secur~ the line connecting Hill C-Hill
O·Hi11 !-.·Hi11 F. alod if t t becom::s impossible to 4Cc~lfsh

the defense mission in the first forward defense area. must
bloc~ ttc enemy for~ard of the iine cwnn~~:~~1 Hill A ana
Hill 8.'

Key points of this paragraPh are that the meChanized divisiOn is

Jrganized Into brj~'des instead of regi_~~~~~ but more significantly the

.)" con(ept of the opera'ion tlolates most of the prinCiPles. of .~he mob!JJ

l d;fense enunciated earlier. WhiCh were extract~ ~he S~~ chapter of,

L--the same book! Th~ major differenco b~tween this concept of the operation

II
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7he Infantry division might co~duct a "~obile defense"

tnat lhe R.O.K. A~ docs not "know hQW" to con~uct a ~Ile ~efense, hew- }

ThIs operation is a mobIle defense with 31st Infantry
RegIment (-ll In the west. and ~2a Infant,", Pegi:nent In the
edst forming the furward defense area. and the 3Jd Infantry
RegIment (·11 and Sth Tank Sattallon In rese~~.

InItially, 'rom the reser~e, tr.e J3d Infantry Regl~~nt

(·11 (Pelnfl serves as the GOP. and on order, after with­
drawIng from the GOP, becomes dIvision r~serYe.

31st Infantry Regiment (-II secures its Assigned s~ctor
and J2a Infantry Regiment. while blocking the en~'s attac~

along the are. bordering Highway 51, guards.the area desig­
nated for the division coonterattack and secures vir;ous
areas along the secto~.

it was mentioned earlier that ttoe mobile defense is basically re-

Korean version of the former U.S. mobIle defense.

c.ncept of the aperatlon Is the s~ in ~rinclple. Rather than assuming

t

t~ctlcal doctrine does allow for ccndu~t of the ~Ile oefen~e by the in- I
stricted to the few mechanized unIts in the K~r~an A~; ho-ever. ~.O.K.

fantry division.

a~ follows. In the te~tbook e~a~le below. a tank battaliOn has been

attached to an Infantry division. The tank battalion Is desisnated as

division rtse~e. along with ~e of the Infantry re91~nts. O~ tank c~

pany Is attached to the covering force. and detacned when ~he ~p Qisslon

Is cor.plete. One tank company Is attached to a front-line re1iment. e'·

cept that one platoon is ~ttach~ to tr,e otner front-line regIment. The

advantages of attachIng a tank platoon to an Infantry regiment w11: nut be

folloon;'

debated here. In thIs :cenarlo. there are no transportation cO<'lPanip.s

eIther attached or 0r?anic. Paragraph Ja of the operations order re.ds

I
I

I
I
J
II

II

II
II
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33d Infantry Regiment (-I), in order to destroy
enemy units in the mouth of the penetration, as divi­
sion reserve conducts a counterattack, and gives
priority to the 32d Infantry Regiment's sector, and
will be committed.

Division must secure the line connecting Hill 140,
Hill 135, Hill 130 and Hili 120, and in case the
mission of defending in the forwa.lOd defense area be­
comes impossible to accomplish. must block the enemy
forward o~ the line connecting Hill 210, Hill 215 and
Hill 220.

It is difficult to address this concr~t of the operation withou~

making some value judgments. First, it is hard to imagine a dismounted

infantry regiment (albeit reinforced with tanks) conducting a covering

force operation. conducting a passage of lines. withdrawing through anotner

ten to fifteen kilometers of the main battle area, then conducting a

counterattack against a possibly mobile force. The entire conceptualization

of the mobile defense demands a mounted force capable of fast reaction.

and at least possessing the same degree of mobility as the enemy force.

, , '\rdless of the plausibil i ty of the mobil e defense conducted by

~ dismounted infantry, however, it is a part of South Korean tactical doc­

~ trine. The difference between this operation and American tactics is easily

. ;tated. There.!.1. r.o such corresponding tactic ~n American Arr::y doctrine.

As a closing point to this section, however, a major difference in

expression in Korean operations orders is apparent in the preceding three '

order extracts. The Korean defense order specifically uses terminology to

For morale

The terminologJ would be con-of the original or~er becor:te "impossible".

sidered "defea:ist" in American terms, and would not be used.

address an alternate course of action to be used should the ac:omplishment

J
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The Mountain Defense

tainous terrain.

,
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States Army, although it is the rule in the corresponding R.O.K. Army

supporting attack in an offense operations order is not done in the United

order.

SPECIAL FORMS OF OEFENSE

Although considered a separate form of defense. the mountain de-

Prerequisites for success of the mountain defense are coordinated

'vantageous in many circumstances because. while they are 'ab1..:.J9--fir.e.-.m­

6lf8ct-fjre weapons with a consistent degree of accuracy. an attacking ~~~m)

cannot use indirect fireS effectively. In particular, if strongpoints are

prepared beforehand. even attack aircraft and attack helicopters would be

relatively ineffective. A mountain is also difficult to attack on foot.

I In addition, in a division defense. it is difficult for the enemy to iocate

and attack the "rear" elements. 9

reasons. also. the identification in words of the ~~in attack and the

\
l

;:-;a:;g !........ 4# L ..

J

I
I
I

II
II

II

II

II

II
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" fires, bringing theindirect-defense

counterattack. 10enemy into' close combat. and a rapid

~ long-distance security and effp.ctive

In developing courses of action for the mountain defel.•e. one or

two peaks are chosen to defend. Avenues of approach leading to the moun-
-......,..--'~. ~ ,,---

\

\

tain peaxs are then selected. and battal ions...ar-e.-a-l--loc--3te<! ·-to'e-ach- avenue

of approach. These battalions defend aporoximately fifteen kilometers fnr­

ward (and dow",) from the pe.ak. A smal1ernurrber of battal ions' defend appre

,
\
\

imately five kilometers frem tile peak. and a counterattack force, sometirlle!
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Since t'l!s operation is a separate operation entirely. in comparis<

to U.S. tactics. little room is left for discusslon. Suffice it to say th.

reinforced with tanks, provides the final defense. With the exception of

. unit dispositions. the principles of the defense become basically the same

as

,~ - ... - ..\; I

"ll- ....u <I

E"J'-: :y_

'- x, '><.----l
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FIGURE 4

OVERLAY FOR THE MOUNTAIN OEFENSEll

,
as the area defense, since the friendly force~ hold key terrain. and the

reserve regiment may also be used to thicken units in contact. In Figure

4. below. a division is defendin9 Hills 749 and 995.

. '.
I

\
\
\

i
I ,



' .......

..

The key element in planning for thi~ op-

The Broad-Front Oefense

maximum dispersal of troops and maximum util'zation of long-range an.i-

armor weapons, primarily the TOW.

a reasonable American commander would take the Korean mountains into, con­

sideration for planning a defense. but he should also be aware that a

Additionally. it may be deliberately adopted when the enemy situation is

vague or when the enemy force is assumed to be armor-heavy. Since the

eration is the formulation of a detailed anti tank-attack plan. In other

aspects. however. such as in the operations order, it is referred to as an

neighboring R.O.K. unit will probably be trained in specific .spects of

the undertaking.

The broad-front defense is, of course, a type of defense ~ssumed

when the divisiOn is compelled to defend on a wider front than'usual.

area defense. As such, it does not require detailed analysis. but should

be treated as a separate c,se of the area defense. 12

Other Special Cases

Other forms of defense which are considered special cases by the

South Korean Army are the isolated defense, ~~e all-around defense. the

defense-to-the end. and the perimeter defense .. Because these ~re special

cases and because they corre$pond almost directly with special cases in

the United States Army, they will be addressed only briefly here.

The isolated defense occurs when a unit is separated from i:s parent

unit. The corresponding tactics are similar to the American tactics called

"Breakout' of End rcl ed Forces."

I"""" f,ro. w'll O. ",..,'l, ',f",,,. "', ",. ,f d.f.". ""., "
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The perimeter defense is generally a small-unit tactic, essentf el ly

the same as the U.S. use in Vietnam.

The all-around defense is not to be confused with the principle

which states that a good defense provides for all-around defense and de­

fense in depth. Rather, the all-around defense. as a s~ecial case. is used

when the flank situation is unclear. In this case, subordinate comnaneer-s

are simply given more freedom of action to maneuver forces and to re-orient

blocking positions.

The defense-to-the-end is rather unique. Rather than being a

fight to the last man against overwhelming odds. as the name would imply,

the defense-to-the-end is designed to hold a vital position. which cannot

be relinquished. The goal is to build a strong defense. sufficient to de­

stroy the enemy. The ~orean force is to fight tenaciously. with renewed

vigor (jungshin) to kill all the invading forc~s. A withdrawal is forbidden.

so in some cases, a fight to the death may indeed be the result.

SUMMARY OF TACTICAL OIFFERENCES

Most of the differences in Korean and American defense tactics re-

volve around the fact that Korea has root adopted the active defense. Con-

{

sequent lY, R.O.K. forces fight a terrain-oriented battle. whereas U.S.

troops fight a force-oriented battle. There are great differences in the

[

l evel of mobility of U.S. vis-a-vis Korean combat units in general. but

considering the composition of the U.S. 2d Infantry Division. these

diffp,rences would be minimized in the event of hostilities, in Korea.

Nevertheless. the major difference in goal orientation in the de-

fense could lead t~severe boundary problems if the U.S ivision were to
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C.:;n~"l"...mt wit.... the change in American tactics. the Korean force

be 1n a static position for an extended period pf rime. .~t the same time,

·x·-

\

T~ is no U. S..90ctrJne .. (or.-the---------,.

,--"'-". :--~.-.~, ..." .. -",--,~.,-_ .. ,." .. ~- .'."

mobile defense using dismoullted_inf.antry.

The mobile defense using a mobile forces is nearly identical to

the previous U.S. concept. the only significant difference being the,em-

now uses a relatively larger reserve force, ~oth for the area and the mo­

bile defense. This fac~or has no impact on Combined operations.

the Ameri cans mi ght be mavin... to ReA derells; •e pos itions. and a severe gap- . .. .'

fight a defense side-by-side with a Korean division. With the Koreans de­

termined to fight to hold key terrain, the w4in force would be expected to

.. '"-'-"-'-.' "The--Korean procedures for analyzing avenues of approach and de-

This factor would have minimum impact on combat operations, but would

I
probably cause misunderstanding and disagreement among R.O.K. and U.S.

officers planning combined operations.

co"ld be created in control of the batt.le. Equally unacceptable. Korean

[
t roops not familiar with the active defense could perceive the .A.merican

forces as withdrawing, and panic could ensue•

I veloping courses of action are quite, dissimilar from the American approach.

phasis on annihilation of the enemy.

1

· ,... -"

I
[

r
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I
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II

II

II

II
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II
The mountain defense. as conceived by the R.O.K. Army, mayor may

not be the same a~·U.S. forces may fi~ht. As a separate fonn of defense,

it is a unique case when ~ompared to American doctrine.

The other remaining forms of defense or speciel cases Dose no

problems to combined operations, except that it would be difficult to

per~uade an AmeriLan unit cross-attached to a Korean division to
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willingly part!cipate In ~ defense-to-the-eno. Since this Is a unique

operation. however, It seems unlikely that a ~orean c~nd~r would even

consider issuing such an crder to a division comprised part~y of foreign

trOops.
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3Ibid •• pp. 138-139.
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5Korea, Dperati~ns Officer. op. cit•• Overlay 4 (Inclosure).
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CHAPTE~ SEVE:I

'AIRBORNE OPERATIONS

limited. the A~ does ~lan and train for airborne assaults.

bomber'aircraft. One might claim that differences in R.O.K. and U.S.------ -- .
airborne operations are a moot point. since there are no U.S. airUorne

since the Ko~eao Air Forte has cpocentratedon the acquisition of fighter-

units in Korea. In the event of war. however. U.S. airborne units would

probably be a part of our committed forces.

SIMILARITIES BETWEEN R.O.I(. AND U.S. OPE?ATIONS

Although the airborne capability of the Repuolic of Korea A~ Is

Unlike normal offensive and defensive operations. airborne operations

are a category In which doctrine has been borrowed largely from American

concepts.

Airborne operations are joint operativns; support by the Air Force

is essential. Within the Republic of Korea. the comnand mechanism for co­

ordinating airborne operations is the P..O.K./U.S. Comhined Forces Comnano.

logistical and transport support. dS well a~ U.S. doctrinal assistance.

enhance the interoperabillty of these operations.

Both nations use a similar coordination system. composed of an A~

Alrground Operations Syst~n and a Tactical Alrfo.ce Control System. The

A~ system Is composed of a departure airfield control group and an arrival

airfield control group. The Tactical Airforce Control System consists of

an airlift control element. an air forces Combat control team. and the ArMy

assaul t tum.

( Ai,rborne
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Since lar!)e-equlpment airlift capacity is limited, armor units

will seldom be used; hence,' tt.e Korean airborne operation Is primarOy a

light infantry tactic.

Differences In the ground tJctical phase can best be observed by

Showing a sample op~ratlons overlay for a U.S. and a Korean assault. It

---.~'
"

(-..,4
:;: J

'IIrI!
!

'" -- - _"'"' ~ ' ..... ,' ".,.'

,·C.• .",;••:'-'_ .. :.:::-c--..c.._ .

The first difference is minor and appears In the planning phase.

U.S. doctrine calls for an "Ideal" drop zone to be at least 2720 ~~ters in

leng~, to allow for dropping a full load of pe~onnel frem both doers of

a C-130. 1 'Shorter drop zones are accomodated, of course, by making more

passes to discharge personnel. The Korean method co selecting drop zones

Is to locate rectangular strips of suitable land, which are 0.5-1 kll~,-ter

wide and 1 - 2 kilometers 10ng,2

u, S. airborne operations are ofteil undertaken to secure terra in

for later landings by alrmobl1e units or an air cavalry cembat brigade.

Because of the pauclt~ of, such units In Korea, the airborne operation Is

more often conceived as a separate action, with, Its own Ir.mediate ,objectives,

although link-up wlt,~ another 'mit is usually executed after the objectives

have been secured.

nK" "lannlng system And proceduM!s ar~ essel'ltially the ~£~ in ~ottl

countries. Both Armies ~evelop a marshaling plan, an air move~nt ~lan,

a landing Jllan and a ground tactical plan. 'rhe ~ame co~.ic.erations ace

us~ In selecting drop zones. The purpose of ccnductir.g ~e airborne assavl<

-Is the same. There are few dlfferel'lces In either combat support o~ r.~'~

service support planning or execution.

OIFFERENCES BErNEE" ~.O.K. AND l~S. OPERATIONS
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is impo~tant to remember that eacn of theSe figure. a~ rep~senta~iye of

operations. and not intended to represent an ideal s~lution fo~ a gene~al

cue.
FIGURE 5

~LE U.S.·A~~ AI~BORNE OPERATION
3

.-4,.....__--r---)(x.--...,,---+- ....\~t't'E.LLO.....

,..,..-. &-:L!NE
eWE.

In the operation depicted in Ftgu~ 5. the U.S. 102d Ai~crne

D1v1sion conducts a parachute ass~ult with the 2d Brigade as the Phase

assaul t echelon. The 2d Sri gade. with 1-16 .~rno~ (-) d tt!ched. secures

Objectives A. B. C dnd O. es~ablishes ar.ti-~r.mo~ defenses. !nd secu~s

•
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FIGURE 6

~RHY AIRBORNE OPEP~TION7
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SAI1PI.E R.O.K.

.. r. ,,~., ','

areas for aviation elements. In Phase II, the 3G arlgade conducts a para·

chute assault and ass~o~s responsibility for Objectlv~s C and D. A field

artillery bat!alion Is a part of each assault echelon. An air cavalry

squadron (-l provides reconnaissance and security. 1·16 A~or (-l becomes

division reserve on order, with ~ach brigade providing O!le cempa/.j for

attachment to the armor battalion for. t~e reserve mission. 4

Doctrinally, the reserve may consist of el~nts of the ar~r

~attalion. airoorne infantry. tnd attached hellcopters. S

Attachlll2nts to a brigade for an airborne assault normaHy include

one 10S-mill~meter howitzer battalion. an engineer c~~ar.y. a medical com­

pany. a forward are1 signal center ,..latoon. an 11P platoon, a detacl'rnent

from the OM airdrop equipment su~port company. and tactical air control

parties.6
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For the R.O.K. A:~ operation. three reglr.!p.ts comprise the assault

forces. Attachments to each re9i~nt Include a field artillery battalion

(lOS. towed), an engineer ::.'":'4Iany and f~ur tactical air control parties,

A battalion of the 3Zd Regiment Is the dlvislun re.erve. Olvision troops

Include the engineer battalion (-i. a·hellcopter battalion, 1n armored re­

connaissance ~attallon !~ platoons per c~TPanyi. and ~ne TACP.

To understand the differences In c:lnljepU, one must understand theJ
differences in diagramming. See Appendi7 G tor a detoiled explanatiqn of

figure 6.

kather than assigning the security mission .0 the air cavalry, the

division's orgaric armored reconnaissance battalion perforns the mission.

This Is the result of a difference in organization, there being ~o air

,": '"

," <.<.......-.. '::.....,-:;,: ~.;--:'-·~:.·"c:·~.' "~~-~'

~ .;.. " ,'. -, .

cavalry in the R.O.K. diVision.

S~Y OF TACTICAl OIFFER~~CES

~. ""'" .:,~ ..•. : ....-r ;j

. " ..... O( the tacticS discussed so far, airborne operations constitute

. the (0l'1li which poses the fewest proble<llS to cOllOined operations. The dif-

ferences demonstrated in the preceding discussior are relat::ec:i~"ca;II'.~.::.90.:'..I' )
(Icant. revolvlng more around c_nd and control than the .... '. ._

itself.

The Korean d~vision carrie: considera~ly less combat sup~rt with
I

It. Signal. quarte~ster and mlli~ry police units are left In t~e divi·

$10n rear. The Infantry 15 expectec to be se'f·s~fflclent Ind preparee to

~eact quickly to other situations. ,an. uni's ~re not no~lly a ~art of

the airborne operation.
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Planning at the Korean olv1si?n level Is mo~~ ~etalled ~~an the

level.

U.S. equivalent, (See ApperA1x G).

even anti-tank positions and observation ~osts are assigned at dIvision
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END NOTES TO CHAPTER SEVEN

lU.S. A"~, PT 57-1: Joint Airborn~ Planning. (fort Leavenworth,
Kansas: U.S. A~ Command ana General Start COllege, 19761. p. 4-4.

2Repubifc of Korea, Airborne and Counter-Airborne Operations:
Advance Material, (Chfnhae. Korea: A~ College. 1978). p. 24.

3U.S. A~, op. eft•• p. C-l.

41bfd., p. C-1-1.
5Ibfd., p. 5-5.

6Ibfd.

7Republfc of Korea. ep, eft., p. 28.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

AIRMOBILE OPERATIOHS

Since Korean ainmobile operations are similar to American airmobile

operations. this chapter presents only hig.llghts of each country's tac­

tics. concluding with a comparison.

AMERICAN AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS

An airmobile operation is one in which combat forces maneuver about

the battlefield in helicopters under the control of a g,-')und force cor.mander.

~ engage in combat on the ground. An operation in which the helicopters

are used merely to transport a combat force to a staging area is an air

movement.l Depending. on the type of division. aviation lift assets vary.

The aviation battalion or!!anic to the infant,.y and airborne divisions hu

sufficient aUets to airlift the assault elements of two rifle companies

in one lift. The aviation group organic to tne air assault division can

lift the assault elements of two infantry battalions and three lOS-mm.

howitzer batteries at one time. As a minimum. a battalion-sized assault

force must be provided sufficient lift assets for the assault elements of

one rifle company and its share of combat support elements in one lift. 2

The airmobile or air assault division has co,nbat support elements

tailored to i~~ specialized mission. including an all' assault Vulcan gun

battalion. engineer battalion. air cavalry squad.~n. division artillery.

target acquisition battery and aviation group.3

In ?rovid1nS-j:C!!'batsupport elements to the task force ccmr.ander,

operational control is the normal command relationship. Attachment of--- ---- . .-
units to an assault force Is appropriate only when their parent units

·-,t.,
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Because of Its size and light- -

cannot provide the ~equired degree of corr~nd. administ~ative and logistics

functions. Attachment of a~tille~y units. however, is 4 frequent,
occurrence•.

P~vidlng a fo~ce with the airmobile option does not materially

change the types of offensive. defensive and ~etrogradd operations which

can be dccomplished by a ground force. The speed. surprise ar.d fle~ibilitY

of airmobile ope~ations enhance the ability to conduct any o~eration.S

With the exception of the air assault division. ai~ J:.sault forces

weapon~. the air assault force eap=~defend terrain for extended periods---of time. so it Is best suited for the offense.S Offensive airmobile op-

are generally battalion-~ize or smaller.

erations include the movement to contact. reconnaissance in force. co­

ord!na~~d attack. exploitation and pursuit. The aiMnObile force is par­

ticularly well suited to execute the env~lopment ~nn of mane~ver.7

The first plan developed fo~ an operation is the ground tactical

plan. which IS the key to the execution of the operation. Most of the time.

;I
:I
11

\1 I

II
II
II
II
II

II

II

t
II

the air assault force's mission is oriented on the enemy. with neither a----------
specified nor implied task to hold terrain. ~e commander Is normally

assigned a ta~tlcal area of ope~ations (TAOR) which he may further subdivide.

---devices a~e the airhead line and the area ofCOll'l1lOn gr:a.!'~~c control

ope~atlons.a
Rather than specifying a pa~ticular size of unit for the reserve.

current U.S. doctrine calls for an enemy-oriented ~eserve concept. Each

unit is given a be-prepared mission .to act as tile ..eserve , and.1f required.

the leas t-cOlmli tted uni t' becomes the reserve. 9

i-
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KOREAN AIRMOBILE OPERATIONS

The Korean Army has no airmobile or air assault divisions, and air-
~-......_-_:-----:---..,..-----mobile assaults are not considered a division-level operatic-no "1'hereader

wIll recall from Chapter Five that in conjunction with a division attack,

both air and ground infiltration objectives are usually assigned. The air

infiltration unit, usuall~ a reinf~rced infantry bat'alion, ~ the Korean

air assault unit.

The airmobile operation is conceived as being suitable only wh~n

there is a reasona~ly strong degree of-1otelligence concerning enemy dis-....
positions. Because of the capabilities of airmobility, it is desirable to

utilize this fo~ for the attack and control of deep oojectives. later re­

inforcing the executing unit in a link-up operationo lO

Sufficient helicopters for aObattalion airlift are not organic to

the division; the corps may place two UH-IH companies and one CH-47 com­

pany in direct support of a division which decides to incorporate an air- ­

mobile assault into an offensive action. A typical tas~ force. desig~ted

by division, might include an infantry battalion, a company from the divi-

-sion reconnaissance battalion, a I06-milltrreter recoilless rifle- platoon

and 4.2 inch mortar platoon from a regimental combat suppert company. an

engineer platoon and a TACP sectlon. 11

The objectives for the airmobile assault are designated on the

division operations overlay as numbered "air infiltration unit objectives."
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FIGURE 7

~~PLE R.O.K. ARMY AIRMOBILE OPERATI~~ OVERLAy1Z
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In this overlay. the objectives are numbered; landing zones are

lettered circles. Three companies assault while one company remains in

reserve. Although the ~Qrtar and anti-tank platoons do not appear on the

overlay, they are normally c~-located with the task force c~and post.

The reconnaissance company, although by ·TOE an armored unit, dis­

mounts for this opp.l'ation, and concentrates its efforts on the most dan­

gerous enemy avenue of approach. The overlay depicts one reconnaissance

plat~~n initially providing security, to be joined later by the remainder

of the company. In this example operation, althoug, the recon units did

not bring their vehicles, the ~·ton recoilless rifle vehicles were transported.
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The G-3 chooses the landing zones fo.. their te rraln cheracte ..lstics. '

and so ~~at they form a half-ring around the company objectives. to

facilitate the assault. Each,company assaults Its objective from two 0"

three dl..ections. Each platoon leader Is well-reh~a ..sed p..io.. to the op­

eration. &nd may attack the objective independently. Once the objectives

are secured. each unit sends elements forwa..d to r.~n the outposts. The

battalion then conducts a'perimeter defense until link-up is ,e~fected.

Fire suppo..t Is a~compllshed by the 4.2 Inch ma..tars. The operation

is often conducted out of ..ange of division a..tiller-y. Attack helicopters

will normally be committed to the division's main attack. not to the ai ..­

mobile assault. I3

COMPARISON OF U.S. ~~O KOREAN OPERATIONS

Although the R~publlc of Korea has no al .. assault divisions. both

the U.S. and Korean Anmr employ battalion-sized assaults In the infantr-y

division. The planning process for both Annies is essentially the same.

There is a significant difference In the quantity of ai .. lift assets 1
available to the divisions. The American Infantry division has an organic

aviation battalion. Which can provide airlift to suppo..t a battalion air

assault. one company at a time. The Ko..etn infintry division. with its----
aviation detachment. is not self-sufficient and must rely on support , ..om

( ~

the corps. Assuming that the co..ps can continue to provide air support.
""""-

this problem is not serious.

The KOrea~ Army does not have the tailored combat support units of

the air assault division, but ..elles on employing standard combat supPort
•

units. A difference between the respective infant..y divisions ,is In the

90,
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use of attack heljcopters. These weapons are a standard consideration in

U.S,. airmobile operations. but ~eir shortage in the Kore~n Army makes

. their employment an exception.

tn American doctrine, the assault force may conduct offensive, de­

fensive or retrograde operations. The Sou1;.'1 Korean Army views the ail'1l"".~l1e

assault as strictly an offensive operation. In the Korean Army. rat~~r than

being a special fonn of the offense. the ainnoblle assaul t is often an·

automatic portion of every offensive action.

The U.S. Army's choice of reserves is dependent on the enemy

situation. The Korean Army prescribes a coqla·ny or a company minus as the

reserve force for every oattalion operation.

The mission assig~ed to the U.S. assault force is en~-oriented.

When an area of operations is used. there is no mission to hold terr~ln,

except in special circumstances. The P.O.K. commander is always assigned

a terrain objective. under the theory that holding the terrain will ensure

the defeat of the en~ force.

Graphi~ control measures are also different. and could cause some

misinterpretation in :ombined operations. The U.S. Army uses either an

airhead line or an area of operations (AO). The R.O.K. Army uses the aIr­

head line exclusively. as. shown In Figure 7. except that it is called an

area of responsibility.

All of the tactical differences mentioned here are of the type

'which could caus~ some confusion, but few are significant enough to cau!e

a~v severe problems in combined operations.
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Leavenworth. Kansas: U.S. Army Command and General Staff College. 1979).
pp. 42-53. .

4U• S• A~. Concept. op. cit., p. 6.

5Ibid., p. S.

6Ibid., p. 9.
7Ibid., p. 10.

SIbld•• pp. 11-17.

9Ibld•• p. 21.

IORepubllc of Korea. Oivl~fon Attack: Advance Material. (Chfnhae.
Korea: A~ College. 1978).-p. 144.

11Ibid•• p. 149.
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conduct amphibious assaults.~ The purposes of the operation, the equipment

employed, the graphic control measures used, and all the concepts of fire

support and air support are Identical to United States doctrine.

Only one problem exists. Since many tJ!n:lS uniq"e to amphibious

operations have no equlyalents In the korean language, related terms have

been adopted. Even a person considered fluent in the Korean language,

then, unless he had a perfect knowledge of amphibious operations, could

produce some gross mistranslatlons. Apper.dlx E lists sever~l important

t~n:lS and give; the English translation of the corresponding Korean term,

as well as the spelling in the Korean alphabet.

\

1
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QlAPTER tUNE

~~IBIOUS OPERATIONS

.--- .....~ ~

•

Although the author's original belief W3S ~~at there were sever&l

majcr differences between U.S. and South Korean a~phiblous tactical doc­

trines, a comprehensive review of several documents1 sr~s that 'the Korean

doctrine It precisely the same as the American. Amohlbious doctrine is

prOlllUlgated at the Marine Corps Staff College in Chinhae, Korea, -primarl1y

by graduates of the U.S. course at Quantico, Virginia.

As In the U.S., t,lther join~ Navy-Marine or Havy-AI"lIlY task forces

II
II

i

I
I
I
I
II

:1

II

11

II

II
II

-The Korean Marines are called the Navy ~~r!ne Corps.
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Principles of .)oint !\mohibious O~ration5,
U.S. Army COImland Inc General Sta f CollEge,

. ,

END NOTE TO CHAPTER NINE

: lReview was c:onducteci of the following booKs,: "

Republic of Korea, Amphibious and Counter-Amphibious Operations:
Advance Material, (Chlnhae, Korea: Army College, 1978).

u.s. Army, f,PT.!...5?6::.;-1..,,:~l:;,.!!i!::4J:~~~~~~.l,;!.!~~~~~'
(Fort Leavenworth, Kansas:
1977).

U.S. Marine ceres , FI'!FH 6-1: Marine Division. ("'ashington: •
Headquarters United States Marine Corps, 1974). ,

U.S. Har1~e C~rps, £CP 3-4: :rrthibiOUS Ships, Landlng Craft ar~
Vehicles, (Quantico, Virginia: MArine orps Development and Education
COIiIilind, 1973).
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CHAPTER TEll

UNCONVENTIOIlAL ~RrAAE OP~RATIONS

Nearly thirty years cf infiltration and anr~d incursjo~s by spies,

saboteurs and assassins have ingrained a rarticftiar Korean interest and

expertise in unconven~ional warfare which In ~n: ~ays surpasses Americtn
•

knowledge.

The Koreans learned many techniques In ~letn~. but Vietnam-tYee

doctrine is not sufficient for the Korean Peninsula. South Korea. of

coursa. has no armed insurgents, and the population is fanatically opposed

to Communism and to North Korea. Yet constant infil:ratio~ ~y tne North

is sufficient to warrant constant vigilance and sharpening of counter­

meuures.

North Korea has large-scale, hiohly-tra:ned guerrilla units. ele­

ments of which apparently conduct real·life operations as a training ve­

hicle. Uncon\'entional operations are also inte•.rated into North Korean

conv~~tional tar-tics.

This chapter presents ~.O.K. unconventional warfare (UW) tactics

and un~onventional warfare counter-operations, to be referred to in this

Chapter by the Korean term, "counter-unconventional wariare operations.·

Special attention i! devoted to counterlnfiltration techniques, a

category of operations more complex and more complete i~ doctrine than any

U.S. equivalent.

-------'-~----_. >"----'-'- _._._.
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C()tWjD SYSTEM AND CONC£?T OF 1)'01

unconventiunal Ncrfare {1J'~l i5 one category of special warfare. the

other two categories being co~nter unconv~r.tional warfare and psychologic31

worfare. I The principal L~ battleground is the enemy's rear area. ~here

friendly forces may organize resistance mover.~nts an~ conduct g~errilla

warfare. subversion or c~ndo operatlons. 2

The R.?K. command sjstern for vol operations is shewn belOw.

FIGURE 8

COfot1ANO SYSiEH FOR ;:.O.K. U'I/ CPERATIOllS3

R.O.K. DCn
OF DEFENS~

~O(NT STAFF

R.O.I<. I U.S.
,

I

JOINT SPECIAL JIHFlED FORCES
WARFAR€ HOQTRS HQ

SPECIAL WARFARE

1

~Olll'; 1)',0/ TASi(
CD.'tWlD POST r FORCE

<, TASK FOfl~E

OPERATIONS
BASE

UW AREA OF OPERATIONS .>:

•
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GUERRILLA WARFARE

Guerrilla warfare may be accomplished in en~ territo~ or 'in

friendly territ.,ry control led by the enellO'. 4 The South Korealt'A~ sees--- -the exploitable weaknesses of the North KoreanS as predictable behavior.

a 11~~ of.flexibility and easy disclosure of trogp locations.S The methods
""-..",.. , ~----

employed by the R~incluG~ surprise ~tacks. ambush. aenial operations.-
and deception. S

Destruction of tactical targets is the primary Objective of R.O.K.

guerrjJla '·~arfare. Tactlcal ton"frol measures for such an operation include

an gpiectlve. an assembly atea. mQvement routei. ~Isslon support points

(~). and optional measures such as a line of departure. An operation '\

may coincide with a diVision attack (Figure 9) ar may take place in isolation

(Figure 10).

FIGURE 9

GUERRILLA MISSION WITH A OIVISION: R.O.K. OVEP:. 'y7

x
X
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security and bloc~ing missions for

USE OF ~~ UNITS OURING CONVENTIONAL OPEPATIONS

FIGURE 10

GUERRILLA MISSION IN ISOLATION: R.O.K. OVERLAy8

than extended activities, employ bases In friendly territory, and are self-

Whereas guerrilla operations are inhabitant-oriented, use bases In

enemy-occupied territory and rely on both Internal and external support,

a dlvlsion. 9

~ppo~n~ In addltlon to strategic

commandos may conduct reconnaissance,

Although UW activities may take place In a guerrilla environment.

planning in the Korean A~ also uses UW units as part of larger ~onventlonal

operations. In this case, the capabil i ties of a UW force include direct

and indirect~ guet"rilla warfare, escape and evasion ass ts.tance, limited de­

struction of targets by explosives. commando operations and limited con­

·ventional or c~u~terguerriilaoperations. UW.unlts may be employed to.

secure key terrain, guard a division rear area,· or gather Intelligence.

L R.O.K. commando operations use conventional units for single strikes rather

(
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UW units arll normally retained unde,r corps or field army control.

'In the division attack, UW forces may assault 'the enemy's rear or
-----~..,..,..---.--:-:,.--;:­secure brid!il'~ ~;lIl1e the III&ln force conducts the penetration. In the de-

~ f~se, ~~~ttacktne enemy's re~r or condu~t feints and d~nstratlons.10
Korean UW forces are Infiltrated by land,' sea or air, or may be

left behind secretly by a larger force. This latter procedure'is not to,

.. " .._...

•

since the unit

For example, a corps may receive attachment of a battalion from a Special

Warfare Brlg~de. The Corps G-3 then selects the op~;ational area and the

method"of infiltration for theba.tu..llJn. O.uring the exploitation, the

corps may assign operational control of the unit to an exploiting division,

where they wili often be used to block enemy reinforcement r~utes.12

The doctrine presented above is similar to U.S. doctrine, except

that R.O.K. UW units are used more ~ften in conventional-type missions. 13

Th~Korean UW unit is similar to any U.S. Special Forces unit; In fact, the

terms "A 'Team" and "S Team" are used. The employment of these units, how--or, more closely resembles that of U.S. Ranger units. 14

Korean UW operations are unique in their orlentation. Although

the R.O.K. Army gained experience In Vietnam, their training efforts are

~tlrelY oriented toward North Korea. The assumption that the R.O.K.'s next
~

battles will be fought on Korean terraln have ca~ them to develop de- ~

tailed UW plans suited to the Immediate situation. The R.O.K.'s have a

higher degree of expertise In ~~ operations than U.S. forc~" but there is

no significant difference bet....een R.O.K. and U.S. tactics.

, be confused with the U.S. detachment-ieft-In-contact (OlIC),

Is not there to perfo~ an immedia:e combat ,action. II
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

kOrean psychological oper~tions, incl~ding psychological warfare,,

directly reflect U.S. doctrine; most field manuals and training literature----.on the subject are tra~slations of U.S. material. The R.O.K. Army employs

basically the same methods of delwery. ~s of propaganda arId go~ls.

The Korean government uses extensive counterpropaganda: billboards and

s~gns are thick throu~hcut the country. A peculiar penchant in many of

these is the use of graphic paintin~s of blood-spattered North Koreans

being b~yonetted or shot by victorious Southern soldiers.
=--- ..--

A sample South Korean propaganda leaflet for wartime use is repro­

ducedbelow.

Cur national forces attack with suverior strength and
firepower anytime we desire. We possess aircraft, tanks,
every caliber of artillery, and the newest style bOlltls and
·ammunition in great quantity, and are able to use ,s ~uch

as ."e want.
Your ~~sters, even while recklessly c~~~~cting an im­

moral war designed to fulfill their greea, are covering up
their inc~etence and lack of resources with your lives.
It· is not necessary to make a present of your precious lives
to your Communist mast~rs. In order to live together with
your parents and loving wives, as well as your precious
r.hildrtn, you must save your lives!

This minute, the LtioMl forces' guerrilla unlts are
occupying your rearllrea, and resIstance Is rutIle. You can
live if you surrender. Many of your soldiers have found
life by surrendering to the national forces. The national

,forces cespect human life. Indicate surrender by ra!Slng
both hands over your head, then ShOW ·this leaflet to the
national forces.

The national soldier> h~ll welcome those of you bearing
this leaflet, "nd will guide y~u to a safe place. Then you
w11l find life and wll1 be ablE: to return to your parents
and family. 15 .
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This text in English sounds simplIstic. but the nuances of the

KOrean langua98 make it somewhat eloquent in Korean. Even the use of the

term ·BO~~~nal forces· has connotations of the ·true sovereIgnty· of Sou~~

KOrea, patriotism, and reunification which cannot be rendered in EngliSh.

The proper use of high and low forms of address and verb forms also allows

meanings which cannot be duplicated in English.

The point here is that the Korean A~ is well-trained an~ experienced

in PSYOPS and can prepare n~ssages which on:y the most skilled American

linguist could dupl teate, and then only I·· .le were fully imnersed in the

culture as well. Even then, a KOrean officer could do a better jOb.16

This Is one area better left alone; the R.O.K. ~~ can accomplish this

mission well.

COUNTER-UW OPERATIONS: GEIlERAl:

C~unter-unconventional warfare (counter-UW) is defined by the R.O.K..
Army as ·operations within an assigned area of responsibility employing

every available means and method to protect against, prevent, destroy and

mop-up the enemy's mi1ftarily and ..llfln-mi!Jtarily constituted unconventional

warfare, using as a foundation the objectively executed unified endeavors

·of every person withir each military district.- 17 The Korean A~'s counter­

UW system is as sllO\lln in Figure 1.1, on tile following page•

•
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FIGURE 11

R.O.K. COUNTER-UNCONVeNTIONAL WARFARE SY~TEM18

,

Counter UW

==:J

I I. Internal Internal
Development i Defense

I
•

Envi ronmenta1- Ill1Ilrovement-:'YStent \ I
Ill1Ilrov......nt

Mil I tary I supp0;dvalUe Po 11ce-type-.Ordering Operations Opera t IonSt Operations
. i -' Intel! Igence :,._

Icounter-9u~rrll1a
A~tlvld@s •.'

Counter-infiltration IPSYChol09Ica~;__
Ooerations i OperatlollS Ooeratinn' ...
J and

Military
Support

s@a Strike PacHI cat Ion of the I-
Air Operatlens Operations Populace

General planning matters al,d character1Stlcs of mil I tary counter­

UW operations parallel those of the U.S. Army. Participating in military

operations are the armed forces, the pollce and the H~~land Reserve Forces.

It is important to note that the Homel~nd Re~erve Forces (HRF) are n£1 the

(same as, for example, the U.S. National Guard. Thp. HRF has I:lOre localized

~misslons and has~nits at even village level, composed of local people.

Ouring alerts and infiltration notices, HRF units are also olaced on full

~
l ert In addition to tneir reserve mission. they constantly. perform ser­

Vices'for the Anl\Y in into!lligence acquisition, terrain analysis and local
/

securi ty.19
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FIGURE 12

R.O.K. AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR STRIKE OPERATIONS22

The operational chain of command. formalized in a written coope~ative

agreement. includes the military. government officials and civilian

\

offlcials.20 Even in peacetime. an active !ntelligence Center. composed

of all three- elements. Is In operation. Its 'functions Include analysis and

correction of weaknesses within respe~tlve ar~as. the provision of timely

intelligence to military units. formulation of the anti-aircraft Intelli­

gence plan. Interrogation of prisoners for area-specific information. ~nd

determination of electronic support ~rioritles for military dlstrlcts.21

Counterguerrilla Operations

Counterguerrilla operations are sub-divided into strike operations

and pacification operations.

A sample overlay for a strike operation is shown in,Figure 12. be­

low. for aregi'~nt assigned an "area of responsibility· (a Korean ter.n).
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The regimental area is divided Into battalion sectors. Within each

sector, critical terrain is cccupled by platoon or squad-sIzed combat bases

reinforced by reconnaissance teams. When feasible, combat bases are lo­

cated near road networks. Each battalion keeps one company (minus) In re­

serve. 23

\

The concept Is to saturate an area with small units. which con-

solidate when a lame guerrilla force is located. Although patrols from
•the combat base are used. another popular method is to fonn a combat-base

ancush site. Korean soldiers may occupy such an aJTbush site for days with

-----no smoking. talking, or cooking.

The keys to the R.O.K. operation are patience, perseverance and

rapid reaction of reserves. Testimony to the success of these operations

in Vietnam is shown in two sample reports from action in the I Corps area.

ROK Operaticns: On 10 Aug 24 ~~ west of Cam Ranh Bay.
elements of the 30th Regt. in four contacts. killed 16 VC and
captured three weapons without friendly loss. This action
~as part of Operation SHUNG MA 13. conducted 9-18 Aug. Final
results were: enemy 36 KIA. one PW·and five weapons captured.
Friendly results were one ROK WIA. Other ROK contacts were
brief engagements resulting from ~ush and patrol operations.
On 6 Aug there wer~ seven such contacts by elements of the
26th. 2Bth and ~9th ROK Regts. resulting in 29 enemy KIA and
eight weapons c:ptured with only one ROK WIA.24

ROK Operations: Elements of the CRIO terminated Operation
BUN KA£ 68-5 on 16 Jan. The operation was conducted SW of
Phy My (8R 805575) against elements Of the E 210 LE Bn. ROK
forces killed 170 enemy as QPposed to five friendly KIA and
14 WIA. Weapons and ammunition ca~tured Included 247 SA. 25
CSW. 80,747 rounds of SAA. 387 roun~s 6on. mortar. 353 rounds
82mm mortar. 90 rounds 81mm mortar, ~13 rouods 57mm RR. 57
rounds 75mm RR and 102 8-40 rocket rounds.'~

•
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-tertaining television dramas which lre both pro-government and antl-com-

;
•
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-, .
!

1.

...... .?

'. ~ ....

munist•• prohibition oIg11inst wattlt1ng North Koreante levi s;on broadcasts;.- -
the !uccessful New Village Program. t~hnical and cultural aid to small

towns; scholarships; and a variety of social services.------

Except for t~~ ~ualities of execution. the concept of strike op­

erations Is the same as the American version. All of the techniques em­

pl~yea by the R.O.K. Army can be found. for example. In the American Army

FH 31-16. Count~rguerrilla OPerations. but the R.O.K. Army's training and

discipline are more rigid.

Pacification Operations

Faclfication operations are aimed at gaiilfng the support of the

populace for the ge~eFRmi~;. Hett~ds currently·employed by the government

'Include limited press censorship; the presentation of well-produced. en-
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,CLASSIFICATION STRIKE PACIFtC.~TION

I

I

Operational purpose

Primary objective

Support pacification
Clpera t ions

Oestruction of the
enemy guerrilla unit
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Support Of internal
development

Retention of
territory
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DEFENSE

- -.,,"

PACIFICATION

Defensive (political)

Long-tenll

.
"

. ,

~ •. : ,.-." ',"

"

STRIKE

Offensive (military)

Short-teMl

. ".... ~

..' ,~

•
I

CLASSIFICATION

Type of operation

Period of operation

·U.S; and Korean theory are the same. Korea is simply one case

stUdy in applied pacification operations. T~e society also permits jle

use ~f some measures undertaken by the R.O.K. government which «ould b~

considered harsh In the United States.

Defensive tactics correspond to the American fire base c~ncept used

in Vietnam. The Koreans used. and continue to' use. a more austere fire

base. yet operations are conducted in much the same manner. A security ele­

ment, artillery. mortars and antitank elements are positioned on a batta1lon­

sized flrebase. While the ~emalnlng companies patrol within the assigned area

of responsibility. similar to strike operations.

War stories f~?m Vietnam are replete with tales of Korean bases es­

tablished on open h':~tops. with blaZing fires and songfests at ni,ht.

apparently defying anyone to attack their positio~. Certainly. such acts

had a psychological Impact.• but perimeter security was always a requirement.
i'- .
'[ Operations In Vietnam were enhanced by selective cruelty. Using

Intelligence nets. agents were Identified and puni!hed as a warning to

"'--_ others. and the Korean forces were often avoided to prevent retaliation.

The base defense Is stilI an active part of Korean doctrine. 9aslc

considerations for the defense Include appropriate use of terrain. warning

nets. all-around defense. defense In depth and protection of lines of supply.27

Two methods of organizing a battalion area are shown on the following page.
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In either case, both short-range and long-range reconnaissance pa­

trols are employed. Detailed counterattack plans 'are rigidly rehearsed.

In addition to passive sefurity measures, combat'patrols and convoy patrols

are dispatched from the base, and surrounding key terrain is OC,cupied. 30
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Little need be said about such offensive actions as patrolling. am­

bushes, raids, search and destroy, and cordon and search. The tactical

;" ;"~.'" .'~

.'--: .

','
.,, ,

--_._'~-" .•

<.- ,~

by Lieutenant General William R. Peers:

The ROK's have by far the most expertise in cordon
and search nperations of any of the forces I have seen In
5VN. There are several key elements in their conduct of
this tyPe of operation. First, they are thorough In every
detail in their planning. Secondly, their cordon Involves
a comparatively small area, probably not In excess of 9 t~

10 square kilometers for! regimental size force. Third.
the maximum force Is ~.~loyed, generally consisting of a
regiment up to something In exce$S of a division. And fi­
nally, the operation Is rehearsed and critiqued before It
is begun. Units are moved Into locati~ns around the peri­
phery of the cordon by a variety of means, Including heil­
copters. trucks and by foot. but so timed that all arrive
in position simultaneously to complete the encirclement.
The density of the trooos Is Such that the distance between
Individuals on the cordon Is less than 10 meters. They
leave little opportunity for the enemy to exflltrate In
small n'~~ers. Areas, such as streams and gulleys, ,are

Except for diagramming techniques and the emphasis on counterattacks,

the overall concept for conducting a base defens~ Is the same as U.S. tac­

tics. 31 Another difference, reflecting the Korean emphasis on mobility. Is
heavy use of mortars as opposed to artillery.

OFFENSIVE OPi:RATlo:lS ,

•
forms parallel the American A~'s tactics; it is only in the preparation.

(the training. and the spirit of execution that the conduct of each operation

! differs from the U.S. variety. Korean maneuvers are rehearsed, planned in

, detail, methodical, a~d violent. In Vietnam, since the Koreans could not

( a~ford to conduct the war with artillery and alrstrlkes. they were aiso com­

l pelled by logistics to fight a war of close combat.

There is perhaps no more eloquent 1escription of the nature of n.O.K.

offensive tactics than the account of cordon and search operations written
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barricaded ~Ith barbed wire and other tarrier materials.
reinforced by troops who ~~y renaln In water chest deep
over night. The closing of i.he cordon is v'!f')' slOtt and
de1iherate. not a rJck Is left un turned or piece ~f ground
n~t probed. When the area has been cleared. they will
surge back and forth through it to flush out any of the
remnants. An~ther critical feature of their operation Is
the avaIlability of reaction forces. The enemy soon knows
when such a cordon is put around him. I. he cannot ex­
filtrate by Individuals or In small nunbers. he may attempt
to mass his forces and break out at one ~olnt. Against
such contingencies the ROK's utilize several reaction forces
to reinforce critfcal areas. Tney ;.:"e found that the ene:'}'
may make nne or even several feints at v';~io,'~ points around
the cordon prior to making the main effort to breach the
enctre le.enr, Hence, the ROK deployment of reaction forces
Is by small incremental el~~nts until such ti~~ as the
main e~f'rt is located. and then the actl~n becomes rapid I
and pos;.,·Je. Through the use of these ta::lcs. the ROK's I

have deve;,:·;,ed the cordon and search operation to a fine !
state of ar,. The ratio of en~ to friendly casualties l
has been phenomenal -- on one occasion In excess of 100 to
1. These operations are not applicable to all areas with-
in II. CTZ. nor for that matter are they effective wi thin
the entire ROK AO. They are. however, highly productive
in the low •. rather heavny ;lopulated coastal areas. These
ROK operations have been so e~fectlve that I am of the be-
lief that a det4iled study snould be ~ade o(2them to be In­
corporated In the US Service School s/stem.-

COtJrlTERWFILTRATlON OPERAT10NS

As stated previously, the Republic of Korea faces constant ~nfil­

~ratlon attempts; however. infiltration does not refer only to one or two­

man groups. but to elements up to b~ttallon slze.- To counter this threat,

(.

the R.O.K. A"~y has organized counterlnflltratlon ~attallons and has rein­

forced the Homeland Reserve Forces. In recent years. counterlnflltration

efforts have accounted for ~~st U.S. aid to Korea. 33

-For a detafled account of North I(l)rean Infllt'ration techniques, (
see Republic of Korea, FM 31-6-2; Ccunt~~infilt~ation Ooe~ations. (Seoul.
Korea: Govp.rnment Printing Office, 1979).
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Th~ principles of all R.O.K. counterlnflltratlon (CI) operatfons

plck-wp tOnes are JAal/ted, lad friendly defense priorities are e.tablished•
.._.- -- ,

detemlne thyAe<";"s anticfpatea infiltration routes and anticipated ell-
~-----_.

. , •.-".-'.

larger

first

,.... ,".'"":'..,-_.- .._-...,~,-.." ._..,,,- -....

..... 5.E. ,,, ...~:=.m±e.:e--_

are <ietection!...de~y a CI force. then attack and destruct.ion by a

for~ The procedure for deve~OPln~he operational concept Is to

CI defense plans are prepared by all services. in,luding Homeland Reserve

Force units; A~ Headquarters combines and cO?rdir.ates the plans. A~

and HRF units routinely rehearse coun'erattacks In ~~eir 3ss1gned ar~as.)5

Counter' Ground Infi ltration lactics

In planning a eI operation against ground infiltration, the R.O.K.

commander first establishes countermeasures for each anticip~ted ene~ in­

filtration route In his sector. He attempts to maximize troo;. strength by

assigning active missions for the reserve and reconnaissance units. FIre

s~pport planning does not call for concentrated fires. but for ~ximum area

coverage. The unit maximizes the use of Obstacles and barriers. and es­

tablishes a ~uDile counterattack force.

•• _'. •• __._......_ •• '. h •• _ ....~••~_ ..•,.
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also be suitable for use as

The key to the operatIon Is the creatien of an interdiction line.

enemy's anticipated infIltration routes. and

a line of penetration for friendly forces.~6

J'" II" .." ,'111" ,.",., "'''''''' 01'.. ,opl' ","0"", ",'k ..,

The Korean A~ considers probable enemy infiltration reutes to be

ladminlstrative and cOrrOat boundaries, thickly forested are~s. i,olated_..._~~--.

mountain~.s wmfre the R.O~~'S securIty measures have·been neglected.
* - .

areas where" the enemy can easily orient himself (such as gullip.~ and rail-

read tracks). anC: any area wIlere he can use·un~ate .. ;ntlltr~tlon tec~. 37
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equipment are concentrated at the barricade line and search and destroy op­

erations begin. In Phase Three the division establishzs roving patrols and

ambushes from the FEBA to the division rear boundary and captures or kills

any remaining or withdrawing enemy. The division tank company serves as

division reserve. One regiment has' the additional '!lission of control and

processing of farmers.

These operations are not strictly a mission for CI units. An in­

fantry division or brigade, having been alerted to a po~sible infiltration,

n~y execute a full-scale CI operation. A sample order for a division al­

ready defending would include paragraphs 2 and 3 as shown below. 38

2. MI~,SION. The division, while accompl ishing its
present defense mission. controls the operations of police
and Homeland Reserve Forces in se~or and executes a counter
ground infiltration operation.

•• -, .""<:' .,- ••

..
. '".' "'.;.- .'.

3. EXECUTION.
ka. Concept of the Operation.

(l) Maneuver.
33d Infantry Regiment at the FEBA. 31st Infantry Regiment

in the west, 32d Infantry Regiment in the east, and the en­
gineer battalion in the division rear area control the opera­
tions of police and Homeland Reserve Forces in their sectors
and conduct a cou~terinfiltration operation.

l In order to completely block and destroy the enemy's
infiltration, we thoroughly secure the DMZ south of the Military

'
Demar kat i on Line, reinforce the barricade line, and utilize GPs
as appropriate.

, The concept of the operation continues with a description of three

phases. In the first phase, guard posts (GPs) are fortified, and the in-
~_--~------ ---------

fantry conducts patrols and ambushes. In the second phase. troops and
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Interdiction line Ka______~ FEBA

FIGURE IS .

COUNTER GROUND INFILTRATiON OVERLAy~9
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Th~ only significant difference between this overlay and an area

defense overlay are the addition of the Interdiction lines and the use of

one regiment forward and two back.
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tion from off·shore vessels.

Special c~nsiderations for CI operations inclUde the positioning of

infantry crew·served weapons to fire on sea vessels, control of fishing

boats and fishermen, and integration of civilian police into the seheme of

maneuver. 41

In developing the e~ecution plan, a mechanized brigade first an~lyzes

probable enemy ground infiltration routes fr'om the coast and probable enemy

objectives. In the sample analysis below, probable objectives are shown

by numbered circles.

The difference between this counterinfiltratlon operation and U.S.

\

operat lons Is Immense, yet simple to describe; there ~ no~ corresponding

U.S. A~ doctrine! The same holds true for caunter air and counter sea

- operations, the discussion of which follows.

The counterinfiltration operations described herein were developed

by the South Korean Army to meet a specific threat and are unique. The

American Army could benefit from a detailed study of these ta~tics.

Counter Sea Infiltration Tactics

Counter sea Infiltration tactics are a combined operation between

the Army, Navy and Coast Gua~. The Coastal Security Element provides

early warning ~f enemy infiltration attempts, and regional police com~anles

and battalions pl'ovide Initial capture efforts. The Army provides in.depth

operations ~nd·mop·ups.40 Sea I~flltration, too, is a real·life concern,

\
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- in the P~san-Chlnhae area. The Army's role
---.,

K~reans &re known to use underwater inflltra.
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TERRAIN Al~LYSIS FOR SEA IUFILTRATIOH42
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Based upon the terrain analysis, the sector is sub-divided. Mech­

anized units are considered ideel for this operation becaUSe the coastline

of the Peninsula is extremely long and resources are limited. The coast­

line in the above overlay, for eX1mple, is sixty kilometers long. The bri­

gade may arrange its battalions in several configurations depending on the

terrain analysis. In the overlay below, the lOlst Brigade ~as elected to

operate with three battalions on the coastline and one battalion to the

rear, widely dispersed.
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COUNiER SEA INFILTRATION OVERLAy43
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The 5th Battalion is maintained as a counterattac~ force.

Although only one platoon base is shown in each company sector, all com­

panies of the brigade may ~eploy two or three such bases if the terrain

favors their use. Other platoons are used for reconnaissance and ambushes.

Counter Air Infiltration Tactics

As with the other CI techniques discussed so far,· counter air in­

. filtration ope:'ations are as applicable to peacetime as they are to war •

•
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Hote that air infiltration is not the same as airmobile operations; the

term refers to covert insertion of troops by h~licopter. usually small

units of guerrillas.

Curiously. the R.O.K. Army considers sandy areas and ~olf courses

as the most probable landing zones. despite thousands of possible sites

throughout the country.

Since air infiltration is.easily detectable. the R.O.K. Army assumes

that a rapid· insertion of two or three saboteurs is the most probablp. form

[
of action. Consequently. rather than,analyzing anticipatedguerri1la bases.

the Army considers primary tar~ets to be factories. armories and airfields.

Obstacles and anti-aircraft weapons are constantly employed around

existing airfields. and the same measures are rapidly employed around knewn

or suspected infiltration landing sites. In the overlay below. the ,9th

Infantry Division has been reinforced with seven reserve companies. The

corps has assigned the division an area of ope~ations.

-," . --,.'''''''.'.'~'''.'

I
[

~r

II

II

II

I!

If III 1
1
j

If
1
I

II

ff

116



.".-...----- .-' , .. -'. ~ .

..

--.-

ss T~'1
ss.
,,~

.-.

FIGURE 18

COUNTER AIR INFILTRATION OVERLAy44
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Other than the different diagramming techniques, execution Is simI­

lar to the ground CI operation. Mobility Is Important, and the Intent is

to saturate the area as much as possible to counter further air landings.

The Homeland Reserve Forces patrol the roads (Highways 3 and 329) and. In

this case, were selected for immediate activation because they were already

In the respective areas.
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Objectives and bases are not assigned, again because mobility is

so critical to reacting to the many possible landing sites. Whenever

possible,~ security elements will be placed on every conceivable landing

site within the entire sector.

The reader Is a9ain reminded that all the counterinfiltration tac­

tics presented in this chapter are Deculiar to the Korean Army. There is

no written body of doctrine which corresponds tD these techniques ifl the

American Army's tactical literature.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

SUIflARY OF TACTICAl. OIFFEREIICES

_ .._-.... . ...

The Republic of Korea is a unique. case. She uses American tactics.

yet she does not. The Korean Army has taken the framework of U.S. tactical

doctrine. retained appropriate parts. modified where necessary, and de­

veloped new tactics when required.

Even the same tactics on paper can be different on th~ ground •

. Korea has executed U.S. tactics in a unique manner through the use of dif­

ferent task organizations. different units. equipment and philosophy ~f

execution. The detailed planning and methodical execution ~f a Korean

ground operation are the result of cultura and the Korean personality.

Once exec~ted. the R.O.K. operation is conducted with ferocity and

vig~r. The spirit of Jungshin is expected to compensate for being outnum­

bered or under-supplied.

. Above all, South Korea's tactics ha1e been developed to meet one

stated threat--North Korean invas)on. Major characteristics of North Korean

)astle, aFt-the retention of key terrain. particularly mountaintops. the---­interception of supply lines and the inf11truing of rear Are.s to destroy
'. .... ----~

the reserves. i-II.t!rdict c_at service sU0!10,·t and block withdrawal routes.

[:

he infiltration of the rear area in combat is considered so critical that

South Korea has added an extra battalion to each regiment solely for the

rear area security mission.
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CONVE/ITIONl,L ATTACK OPERATIONS

Korean offensive operations are similar to U.S. tactics of a few

years ago. Alth~ugh they differ little from our previous tactics, they

differ considerably (rom our current tlctics.



fantry division are less than those of the equivalent U.S. division •
•
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enemy situation permit. infantry

•and firepower of the R.O.K. In-

Although mechanized and motorized units exist. most Korean units

The R.O.K; A~ doe~ not rec09nlze the hasty attack as a viable

are light infantry. ~here terrain and the

troops move to battle In trucks. Mobility

confrontations.

option. Korean tactical vhllosophy stresses preparation and ~voids hasty'

Whereas U.S. doctrine orients on destrJction of the ene~y force.

R.O.K. doctrine places eGual emphasis on the seizure and retention of key

terrain. since terrain is a keystone of «orth Korean ~perations. R.O.K.

dectrine and cultural philJsophy also dictate a credo of annihilating ~~e

enemy force; hence. enemy units are seldom bypass~.

The American commander cross-attaches units based on analysis of

. relative combat power on eaCh avenue of approac~. The Korean commander

invariably attacks with two regiments for"ard and one In reserve. In a

four-regiment division. the fourth regi~~nt provides rear area security.

By far the greatest difference Is the Infiltration unit. The Korean

division selects a ground Infiltration objective. an air Infiltration ob­

jective. or both. A ground Infiltration unit secures terrain which provides

a base of fire for the main attack. An air Infiltration unit secures an

objective which blocks ene~y resupply, reinforcement or withdrawal.

In the exploitation, the Korean corps uses committed units as well

as uncommitted units. The U.S. force uses only uncommitted units.

The only Korean form of attack which has no U.S. doctrinal corres­

pondent is the ~untaln attack.
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CO/IVENTIONAL OEFEIGE TACTics

The ~rican A~y has adopted the active defense.

oriented rather than terrain-oriented.

The Republic of Korea views the defense·of Seoul as essentia.

the defense of Korea. Since only thirty miles separate· Seoul fr~ the De­

militarized Zone. Korea has adopted a "defense far forward" strategy.

positloni~g the bulk of its forces north of Seoul. This. plus unfavorable

trrrain and a paucity of mobile forces. nC9ates the use of the active de­

fense. The U.S. concept. for e~mple. calls fer "trading space for time".

In Korean eyes. nothi,lg could be II10re ll1isguided or fnal th.1'l trading space

for anything.

The active defense also reGuires maximum use of long-range dir~t­

fire weapons to inflict casualties on the ene~ at as far a distance as

possible. The Korean terrain allows few long-range fields of fire and the

Korean arsenal is relatively weak in long-range direct fire weapons.

Of course. the United States light infantry division still ~loys

the position defense. but a ren~ed war woul~ see mixed forces in Korea.

presumably mobile.

The R.O.K. has retained the area defense and the mobile detense.

Since there Is only one R.O.K. mechanized division. the mot :e defense has

only limited appllcatloll In U.S. terms. Korean defen~es are relatively

static, focus on retaining key terrain and are ~~rked by the tenaci~us de­

fense of prepared positions.

As lo/i th the offense, tile Korean defens ive pesture nor,r.a Ily cons i·s ts

of ~~o regiments forward'and onp. In reserve. ihe regjment initially per­

forming the G.O.P. mission reverts to divisien reserve;
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Airmobile operations may be a division-sized U.S. operation; the

R.O.K. A~ seldom uses more thin a reinforced battalion.

For lack of assets, attack helicopters are the exception in R.O.K.

airmobile operations.

In American operations an alrmubile force may conduct offensive,

defensive or retrograJe actions. The Korean airmobile concept is strictly

an offensive one. In Korea, also, the airmobile operation is not a special

case. When lift assets are available, an airmobile unit secures an air

infiltration objective as an integral element of a division attack.

In the U.S. A~ the selection of reserves is situation-dependent;

the Korean battalion designates a company as the reserve. The American
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There arc variations of the area defense, or position defense,

which the R.O.K. Army considers separate defense forms. The mountain de­

fense is ur.lque. The Korean force does not defend from the pea~. but

rather ,.efends on the forward slope with the peak to the rear, presenting

a tenacious defense with little possibility for withdrawal.

AIRBORNE OPERAftONS

Korean airborne doctrine is borr~~ed from U.S. doctrine. Most
•

differences revolve around co~nd and control procedures.

The Korean airborne force does net use tanks, as does the U.S.

division. Combat service support in th~ ,Korean ai;~orne force is more

austere.

Planning at the Korean division level Is much more detailed than

at the U.S. division headquarters.

AI~~OBILE OPERATIONS
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In reviewing the Korean theory of unconventional warfare (uwl. there

Is little difference between Korean and U.S. doctrine. Yet the Koreans I,, '
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UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE OPERATIONS

There are no significant tactical differences.

."

force's mission is enemy-oriented; the ~orean airmobile force is always

assigned a terrain objective.

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS

•conducted oper:tions in Vietnam quite differently than did U.S. fcrces.

The key to this difference is in the manner of executi~n and in the training

of the R.O.K. soldier.

The Korean commander did not try to fight the war from a distance

by aircraft and artillery. because he did not have the assets. He was

forced by logistics to find the enemy and meet him in close combat.

J The principal UW unit In Korea, the Special Warfare Brigade. Is

patterned after U.S. Special Forces. but there are concept~al dissimilarities.

Many of its missions involve performing the roles of conventional units.

The R.O.K.'s counter-UW system involves Army units. Homeland Reserve

Forces and civilian police. An active intelligence net and infrastrur.ture

are already performing well.

In ground tactical operations. the R.O.K. force seldom uses extended

full-scale patrols covering large distances. They prefer to use small

reconnaissance teams to gather intelligence for the main force. which rests

and rehearses the next operation. They attempt to locate a sizeable ene~

force and engage it only when close combat on favorable terms Is possible •
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The significant difference in tactical fOl"11l, however, is counter­

infiltration tactics, a unique Korean development. Since there is no

corresponding U.S. doctrine~ there 1s no need to recount the description

of these tactics. Suffice it to say that air, sea and ground versions of

eI operations exist, they have a thorough doctrinal framework, and U.S.

troops are not trained in them.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

CONCLUSIONS ANO RECOMMENOATIONS

How significant~ the differences between U.S. and Korean Army

tactics? In time of war. would the conduce of combined operations be ham­

pered or endangered as a result of tactical ~ifferences alone? If'so.
, .

what actions can U.S. or R.O.K. forces take now which would minimize such

dangers in advance of a:tua1 wa.r?

To attempt to answer these questions, we, wi 11 wanlsm. fouC possible

scenarios: a U.S. division fighting as part of a combined R.O.K. - U.S.

~s. a ~.S. brigade attached to and fighting with a R.O.K. division. a

W. battalion attached to a R.O.K. regiment in a conventional scenaric:,

and finally a U.S. battalion attached to ~ R.O.K. regiment in an unconv~n·

tional warfare scenario. Of course. all of these scenarios could have been-reversed by placing a R.O.K. unit in attachment to a U.S. unit, and the

problems would not be identical. However, since there are considerably

( more R.O.K. than American divisions in Korea. the scenarios chosen seem

\ more realistic.

The analyses will be deliberately pessimistic; each scenario will

try to portray the absolute worst case.*

Once the problem areas have been developed. we will determine

possible. remedies.

·To depict the best case would serve no purpose; a description of
lin operation without problems could be handled in one sentence: "The op­
eration went smoothly." One must be careful of the term "worst case" also.
We must be certain to generate for analysis only those foreseeable problem
areaS which could result directlY from differences in tactics. Since force
structure was stated to be a determinant of tactics. however, obvious dif­
ferences in equipment and organization will be included in the analysis.
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SCENARIO 1: A U.S. DIVISION IN A R.O.K.-U.S. CORPS'

This scenario does~ include the existing I Corps (R.O.K.-U.S.)

Group, which now has several S~~th Korean divisions and the U.S. 2d Infan­

try Division, although the readel' may make his cwn analys;sincorporating

I Corps. I Corps Group has existed as a combined organization for years,-
and we may assume that many tactical problem areas have been smoothed out

~

over the years during combined exercises. Because of the U.S. personnel

rotat.ion policy, this may not oe the case. In any event, the a~thnr makes

no pretext of knowing the functioning of the I Corps Headquarters well

~
enough to make any assumptions. Consequently, this analysis pertains to

an infant~ division deployed to Korea three months after the outbraak of

hostil Hies.
,

In this scenario the notional U.S. 19th Infantry Division arrives

ill Seoul, Korea, in June 19 and is attached to the notional South Korean

XVI Corps; all other divisions in the Corps are Korean. The assu~Ptions

are that both R.O.K. and U.S. forces are using 1930 tactics and that North

Korean forces are using the same tactics described in Chapter Two. Also,

all forces are organized and equipped generally as they were in 1980.

The U.S. 19th Infantry Division arrlves in Korea with ~nly two.

officers in the G-2 section who speak Korean. Most of the officers in the

R.O.K. XVI Corps speak English with varying degrees of proficiency.

XVI Corps' first mission will be an attack to restore the FEBA.

The 19th Division, fully equipped and supplied with all essentials to in­

clude alllllUnfl:ion, is assigned an attack missfon. The XVI Corps prepares a

written operations order in both. Korean and .English•.
•
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FIGURE 19

OPERATIONS OVERLAY FOR NOTIONAL XVI CORPS
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The 19th Infantry Division is to "attack and secure Objectives 1

and 2, and annihilate all enemy in sector." The American divisio~ conmander

decides to attack Objective 1 with the 1st Bri9ade and Objective 2 ~ith the

2d Brigade. The 3rd Brigade follows 2d Brigade, but detaches one battalion

as divisior. reserve. On order, an intensive artillery preparation begins

on both objectives.
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In the American sector. meanwhile. the artillery is pounding Db-
•

jectives 1 and Z. and huge gouges are blown out of the forward slopes of

the hills. As the artillery lifts and the lead brigades begin to asc~nd

the hills. the North Koreans move from behind· the hills in trenches to the

military crest facing the assault. As the exhausted American forces reach

a point about 70::: of the way up the hill, the North Koreans open up with

During the division's advance. observers spot a company of heli­

copters flying along the eastern flank. Before they are taken under fire.

several officers recognize them as obsolete U.S. models, and the division

avoids an incident. The helicopters. despite intense North Korean fire.

land somewhere north of Objectives 3 and 4 and heavy gunfire breJKS out
••

fire is doing nothing to the fortified positions.

The American commander calls for close air support. The aircraft

hand grenades and machinegun fire from pillboxes. Because of the topography.

( tho ........, foe'" .,.... to. ,1 ••• ,. '" ••'" ,. ,......,11.". """
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are approved. and the airstrik~s begin. The xvr Corps orders Weapons Hold

status on all air defe~sa artillery fires. Simultaneously, Russian-made

ai!Craft are observed flying at high altitUde over the friendly airstrikes.
~

The F-4s interdict three aircraft and as the aircraft approach division

re~;:-~A~D~A~Re-e-a-po-n-s~T~i-9h~t--s-t-a~tu-S--i'sdeclared; division ADA systems account

for fuur.more downed aircraft. Enemy paracute troops begin descendin2-~

the division rear area. The division reserve battalion is dispatched to-- ..

.~nterattack the parachutists as the combat support troops of the division

begin to suffer heavy losses. They are blocked by two.companies of North
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Korean troops pre-Infiltrated Into the area and positioned astride t~e mlin

avenue of approach into the division rear. The XVI Corps eventu4ily com­

mits a regiment from the reserve to reestablish the 19th Division's rear.

B,cause of effective close air support. the 19th Division's assault-
is successful. The division secures Objectives 1 and 2 and reconsolidates.

The Corps remains in place while inteiligence is gathered. Oivlsion Is

ordered to attack new Objectives 1 an~ 2 the following night. allowing 24

hours for planning and rehearsal.

At 23~ hours. the division crosses the LO/LC, with the reconnaissance

battalion leading. Suppli,s are loa~ed, and the division S&T Battalion

brings up the rear several kilometers behind the leading brigades. Three

kilometers out. the reconnaissance battalion encounters an armed force

astr,de the division boundary, and immediately takes them under fire.
'-
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Casualties·-<lre sustained on both sides. before it is determined that the

other force is the infiltration bitt-lion of the adjacent division. in

place to support the 23rd ~otion.J R 0 K Oiyision's attack.

The attack continues. SUddenly. long columns of trucks are seen

to the east moving northward, two kilometers forward ·',r the 19th Division's

reconnaissance elements. The G-3 notifies the R.O.K. Division G-3, who In­

f~rms him that the trucks are the lead eleme~ts of the division. moving to

an attac~ position. Corps is notified. and the Corps commander is furious

that the U.S. division Is slowing his attack. "What the hell· do you think

your trucks are for. anyway?" he demands. The corps dismounts immediately

and the attack is held up •
•
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an hour. You are infantry , the enel'\Y is infantry, so destroy him."

After moving one kilometer further, the 1st Brigade encounters a
•

\

•

,..
j

,
...

,.'

We do not have the artillery assets to

.-

"If the enemy is there," "epl1es the Corps conmander, "that terrain ,

)

~ - _..
press on to the objective; you told me this morning that retention bf key

terrain Is highly critical."

"we car. easily bypass." replies the American commander. "We can

fix him with artillery, and the Corps reserve can mop him up. We must

is key terrain, at least to him.

drop on him all night, and the reserve force cannot reach your location for

battalion-sized North Korean position. The division commander orders the

. brigade cOllllll!nder to withdraw and he so notifies the corps c01l1IIander;

'You have met the enemy," the corps commander states, "and you ar~ to de-~
stroy rim to the last man."

, .
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Not being particularly well trained in night fighting and being

unfamiliar with the terrain. the U.S. 1st 9rigade suffers heavy losses be­

fore driving the enemy from his position. Tne division commander moves

the reserve battalion to secure the position. then continues the attack.

Eventually, the R.O.K. and U.S. division: both secure their obJec­

tives, despite heavy losses.

The XVI Corps is ordered to defend. Let us now artifical1y change

our scenario to make the 19th Infantry a mechanized division, for the sole

purpose of injecting problems occasioned by the active defense. The next j

day, the 19th Division faces a two-division North Korean attack. The North

Korean dismounted Infantry are not observed until they have approached the

reconnaissance battalio~, two kilometers out from the covering force. The
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covering force is anable to use their long-range antitank weapons since

there are no armor targets. The North Koreans have elected to use their

armor units in the South Korean division's sector. where anti-ar,.. defenses

In any event. the R.O.K. forces. despite heavy losses. arc att~~ting

to hold ground in the exact positions in which they had begun fighting,

The North Korean divisions which had been attacking in the U.S. sector see

an opportunity to assail the R.O.K. division's flanks and do so. When the

Corps commander is informed, he commits the reserve division to a counter­

attack in the Z3rd P..O.K, division's sector. As the R.O.K. reserve becomes
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are'known to be weak. The covering forces of both divisions are forced to

withdraw at approximately the same time.

As the attack progresses. the Zd Briga~ of the U.S. force finds

its positicn untenable and reports that they are moving to a subsequent'

battle position. Soon. one battalion of the 1st Brigade is forced to follow

suit. In another hour. the same process is repeated. requiring the re­

maining battalions of the 1st Brigade to remove to avoid being cut off.

The Z3d R.O.K. Division. to the east. observes the movement and believes

that the U.S. force is being routed. Panic ensues in some of the R.D.K.

companies,'and a few enlisted r.~n. in anger and desperatio~. begin firing

at the American forces. The R.O.K. commanders restore order.
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engaged, a parachute force of North Koreans is dropped Intc the U.S.

division's rear. Corps has no reserves left to meet this threat. and the

U.S. division turns its attention to self-protection. The R.O.K.s continue

the battle. The situation at this point Is depicted on the following page.
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In later operations. good U.S. intelligence shows that a North

Korean infantry company is occupying a blocking position astride one of

the division's avenues of approach to an objective. ·ihe division comman­

der initiates a battalion size airmobile assault. The battalion attacks

and destroys the ene~ force. then returns by helicoPter to rejoin its bri­

gade. The R.O.K• ..corps cP!!!!1ander is again infuriated. First. the U.S.

division has initiated a separate cOlltlat action which did not fit into the

Corps scheme of maneuver.' Also. the /\merican force gained no grountf for

.....

I
I
I
II

II
11 'J. ~.

~

II ,
,i;

i!J

II
.'(

.~
.•~

11. I.J- ..,~

:i

rr
I
:f

• '1!

II f
r r



,-

-' .....
/.....

,thl! corps; they did n.:lt retain the terrain. North Korean forces can again

move into che area and block the friendly assault. Finally, the airborne

assault should have supported the overall scheme by, taking place behind,

the division objective. Convinced that the American commander Is a dare­

devil and a grandstander, the R.O.K. Corps commander orders the division's

aviation battalion attached to corps control, where they "properly belong,

anyway." The American commander refuses, and cooperztion becOQes practically

nonexis tent.

The problems shown in the above scenar~o would be greatly magnified

if dissimilar units had been Involved. For example, had either division

been mechanized or armor, further difficulties would be posed by logistics,

different equipment, variations In speed of movement, and lack of knowledge

of how to employ the units. These problems, though, would exist In a pure

U.S. corps as well, and do not reflect differences in tactics.

In this doomsday scenario. several problems caused many lives to

be lost. Again, the scenario represents a deliberate worst case, and the

incidence of all the problen~ In one operation is certainly exaggerated.

The scenario is entirely possible, however. The problems can be summarized:
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Problem Cause

1. Unawareness of R.O.K. air
infiltration objectives.

2. Lack of coordination regarding
rear area protection.

3. Unawareness of R.O.K. ground
infiltration unit.

4. Unawareness of R.O.K. infantry
unit truck movements.

Result

Confusion.

Casualties.

U.S. and R.O.K.
casualties.

Confusion; possibly
U.S. troops firing on
R.O.K. ufl'ft.

j
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"robIem Calise

S. U.S. dismounted movement vs.
R.O.K. truck movement.

6., U.S. bypassing forces vs,
R.O.K. "annihilation" concept.

."

..

Result

Atta::k slowed:
coordination difficult.

Confusion and lac~ of
coordinHion. In some
instances. R.O.K. forces
could move through a
U.S. sector thinking all
enemy have been cleared.

........

7. R.O.K. emphasis on night attack
vs. U.S. relative de-emphasis.

8. U.S. active defense vs. R.O.K.
static defense.

9. Dlff(~ent airmobile concepts.

Casualties.

EnCirclement.
Confusion.
Casualties.

Confusion.

SCENARIO 2: A U.S. 8R1~~DE WITH A R.O.K. DIVISiON

It Is unnecessary to recount an entire scenario for a brigade in

the same manner as the previous accou~t. Rather. with the basic elements

already described. ,it Is sufficient to determine how the ori~ade scenario

differs from the division scenario.

First. at brigade level, there is no consideration of separate air­

mobile operations. so the question can be omitted. The different 97aphics

and control measures for t~e Korean airmobile operation would cause prob­

lems; however. even those are minimized by the R.O.K. A~'s conduct of

such operations at battalion level only.

In th Is scenart 0. Iet us assume that the I,' S. Jrd Br i gade of any

infantry division is attached to a notional 29th R.O.K. Infantry Division.

There are obviously 90in9 to be logistical difficu:ties, in the sense that

a U.S. brigade Is not as self-sufficient as a divisicn. but this is e~ogenous

to the tactical question. Let us addre.s each of the prOhlem areas en­

countered by the hypothetical U.S. 19th Infantry Division In Scenario L
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If tne U.S. brigade commander Is ordered to detach a battalion for

the air infilt~atio., unit. he will not understand what his role is. He

will protest transporti 9 his battal~on in .nat he believes ~ ~e inferior

aircraft pflotl!ll by untrustwor:."y Korean pilots. He may even get the ir:;..

pression that his battalion is being sent on some sort of suicide mission

behind enemy lines to gain time for the Korean units to mdrch securely

through uncontesteo territory. He will not know how to develop an operations

order which accurJtely ref1ects the oivision', .ntent. Altil0Ugh the in­

filtration annex is prepared in detail at division headquarters. "it may be

in the Korean language. and valuable time will be lost In acquiring an

accurate translation. A logical R.O.r.. division cOtrnander will 'lot ~ssi9n

this mission to the Arne~ican brigade.

Generally the same holdS true for the ground infiltration mi.sion.

Although t.he ground infiltration ::Iission is simpler in Its concept. there

are factors. such as doubt concerning the American troops' ability to iden­

tify R.O.K. soldiers from North Korean soldiers. which mitigate against

using U.S. forces in this role.

The brigade cOlllMnder will not have the .'ivision's problem of M­

countering a ground infiltration unit in position. The gr~Jnd Infiltration

unit's objective is shown clearly on the division operations overlay. Of \

course. all the problems of reading the operations overlay remain if the

overlay use~ Korean symbols. There may be nobody on the Atr.erican side who (

can read the Korean labels. and nobody in the Korean division who can J
accurately translate the labels Into acceptable military F.ng1ish •

-.- ..~~-

. .......

;e §'" "

' .. ~~.:.. -.-... - "

."

",

'~"--.' .._..----'--,-.....,. - _..".." ..~_.

"~

II

\

I
:I
II

II
II

II

11

II
r[

II
II

•

138

s



.'

This option

It is apparent that the most effective use of the U.S. brigade by

-
....~. -

..--:~~ ... , ..-'.."..,,' ....

contact with slower advancing brigades on the flanks. U.S. light infantry

battalions may balk at moving close to the battle ar~a In division-supplied

trucks. Confusion and problems of coorftination will result In either case.

The problems caused by differing philosophies on bypassing enemy

forces and problems in the night attack would be identical at brigade and

division level.

forces, which cannot utilize their full potential if t.hey are to "~Intain

If. the brigade is attacking with the divislon. movement is a prob­

lem. The U.S. infantry brigade will probably have mechanized or armored

gives him the maximum benefit of the U. S. bl'i gade' s mjlb iIi ty in the counter­

attack role. Unfortunately. the infiltraticn roles are often assigned to

I the R.O.K. divj~ion commander would be as the division reserve.

-. .~
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the reserve regiment. so a conflict is preseuted. The dlvlslc,n commander-
.~ in this case assign these missions to attacking brigades, thereby de­

creasing his forward combat strength. at lea~t temporarily.

His other remaining option. if he has four regiments or brigades,

\'is to assign the brigade the rear area security mission, even though it Is

La mission unfamiliar to American brigades .. Either of the last two options

decreases the overall attacking strength of the division. since the U.S.

brigade is generally better armed.

PrOblems in the defense are similar to those encountered by a U.S.

division attached to a R.O.K. corps. The American brigade commander would

receive an operations order. with an overlay which depicts several battalion

and company battle positions. The U.S. commander proceeds to plan for the
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Ptoblems at battalion level are reduced even further. particularly

. -', ......~,"
,1'/'. ,

,/
i

if the battalion is light infantry. Logistics are much more compatible.

are the same as those associated with the brigade. yet several. such as

the problem of recognizing the ground infiltration unit. are diminished or

eliminated by decreasing the size of the U.S. ~nit and hence increasing the

degree of R.O.K. control.

SCENARIO 3: A U.S. BATTALION WITH A R.O.K. REGIMENT

active defense using the division commander's concept. Unfortunately. the

"battle positions" on his overlay are in reality blocking positions. and

ni1inquish~ng any of them ccutd create all of the problems of the division

scenario presented earlier. Likewise, his analysis of the terrain in the

brigade sector may have initially led him to completely different conclusions

regarding placement of troops.

Many of the problems associated with the U.S. 19th Infantry Division
•

Unfortunately. at lower levels. chances for qualified interpreters are re­

duced; it is assumed that attached noncommissioned officers or junior

officers are almost 'completely unaware of tactical differences.

The U.S. battalion would be briefed by the regimental commander

concerning the infiltration units. and the infiltration objectives would

be shown on the overlay. The U.S. battalion would ~ get the responsive

artillery support they are accustomed to. and the battalion would be ex­

pected to engage in close c~nbat to a greater degree than they are trained

to do. Problems of bypassing forces would be minimized by responsive co­

ordination between commanders,. '
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In this scenario a U.S. infantry battalion is attached to a South

The American commander in the active defense does not pullout of

positions without authority from the next higher headquarters, so the

battalion commander would learn quickly that he is to retain his present

positions. The prospects for smooth control of the battalion by the R.O.K.s

seem better than'the R.O.K. corps cOllm3nder's control of the U.S. division.

SCENARIO 4: A U.S. BATTALION WITH A R.O.K. REGIMENT HI A UW SETTING

- ... ,..~'

\

•
Korean infantry regiment for an indefinite period of time to conduct counter-

\ guerrilla operations. We assume that for, political reasons U.S. forces will

l. not conduct active guerrilla operations against North Korea.

In 19 Nor~prea infiltrated several sabotage teams, small

guerrilla ~s, and at lea~ one.full brigade into So~th Korea. Since

there is no ~ungle or thick forest cover, units are primarily using the

mountains for bases, with extensive tunnels and underground CPs.

In December, the R.D.K. regiment is ordered to conduct a series of

company-sized ambushes across a twelve-mile mountain pass. Ambushes are

to remain in place for five days. The Americans soon find that t~ey are

unable to remain in place for more than a few hours without suffering cold

injuries. The R.D.K. soldiers are also facing cold-injury problems, and

although certainly not immune to cold, are quietly suffering and remaining

in position. The American battalion commander has ordered the messhall to

deliver hot rations to the soldiers in line. Without attempting to degrade

the G.I.s, we c~n simply assume that the U.S. force does not remain in

position for five days without giving away their positions.
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The r.egiment is later assigned an area of operations. Each battalion.

including the U.S. battalion, is assigned a base of operations on a hilltop.

Tr.e battalion commander. who was a company c~nder in Vietnam. leaves

his headquarters company and combat support company on the firebase and

assigns each of his line companies an area of operations, ordering them to

patrol their sectors for three weeks. He-soon discovers that he is not

going to be resu~pliect by air. and that he must provide convoy security for

supply trucks. He is forced to call one company back to the b~se. He

soon finds. also. that the battalion must carry the supplies up the hill

by hand. since the trucks cannot reach the top.

When one of his companies in the field encounters an enemy force.

the commander soon findS that artillery is not available to assist them.

He is required to engage the en~my with direct fire.

When the Korean regimental commander crders the battal ion to move "

immediately to counterattack in another battalion's sector. he is amazed

to learn that the U.S. commander cannot conSolidate his widely separated

battalion,for at least a day.

In a later action, 'the regiment is ordered to conduct a counter- 1
,infiltration action as part of the division. In this case, the American l
battalio~ commander is completely lost, and must improvise his own concept

for how the battalion will execute its responsibilities. No matter how \

ingenious he may be, he will initially have no concept of how to deal with

and effecti/ely integrate the CIvilian police and Homeland Reserve Force

units in his sector. ~I
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The problems in the UW case are ~ot insurmountable; Indeed, even

in trying to worst-case the scenario, all the problems are short-term In

II
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nature. Despite the author's original Incll~atien ~~at several severe

log1stics,j!n9"age 'iiff;etflti'is. and haildl;P9 of priSOnerS of war. The

differences in tactics remain, however. It is the author's opinion that

the Korean tactics are more thorough and have a better chance fer success

in the Republic of Korea than the U.S. tactics, and they dp.servemore de­

tailed ~rican study.

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEM AREAS

All the problems developed In the preceding scenarios have one

factor in common: there were differences in tactical doctrln~ that each

side failed to recognize. There are twe obvious blanket solutions to solve

this problem. The tactical differences can be eliminated by having both

nations use the same tactics, or all members of the chain of command in

both Armies can be made aware of the differences in tactics and learn to

compromise In a combindd operation.

1he first solution would be difficult. The Republic of Korea did

in fact use American tactics a few years ago, but as the U.S. Army re-

oriented Its doctri a European scenario, the R.O.K. was forced to
>

forego some of the changes and to adopt other tactics. As stated earlier,,
there are several factors which mitigate against the R.O.K. adopting the

(

'act i ve defense, while at the same time, the U.S. Army has committed Itself

almost exclusively to European-scenario tactics •
•
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In the event of war a R.O.K. battalion shouldpriority on night training.

receive training in both North and South Korean tactics and must place

,-.....~_ ...--

not allow the area defense and the mobile defense to become lost arts. At

the same time, they should practice the Korean forms of attack with parti­

cular emphasis on counter-\n~iltration operations.

This is fine for the division already in Korea; what about contin-

,
Although the active defense may have some applicability in a Korean War, it

could be disastrous in a combined operation .. The 2d Infantry Division must- .

fields around the world, and we can no more afford to orient U.S. doctrine

to the Korean Peninsula exclusively than we can to Europe. Yet there are

several options ~hich offer a reasonable solution and the U.S. 2d Infantry

Division is the obvious place to start.·

It is not necessary for t~em to adopt R.O.K. Army tactics, but it

is necessary that at least the chain of command be aware of the differences.

The United States must be prepared to combat the threat on bottle-

"",." ... U.S. '1,1,1...1" • """,.", .",1" r" "'. R.O.'. ",,1' I
be assigned to each such division prior to deployment to conduct intensive

training for the division.

If training in Korean-specific tactics is uneconomical or if there

is not enough time, then at the very leJst there should be a handy reference~ )

booklet, such as a field manual, which American officers and noncommissioned

I
I
I
!
I
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II

II
}

II
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--officers could use in wartime or in combined training exer~ises. It is

ironic that we have manuals on North Korean tactics and Soviet tactics, but ~
none on West German or South Korean doctrine.*

*Fort Leavenworth teaches a unit of instruction which describes other "I
NATO tactics and map symbols, but the Republic of Korea; where U.S. forces
have been stationed for nearly 35 years, has been neglected in this regard. l
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It seems that problems in combined operations were minimized in

the above scenarios by decreasing the size unit attached to a R.O.K.

parent unit. These results ~ould be partially due to the au~,or's bias

.that the tighter the degree of parent-unit control, the more rapidly the

commander's expectations can be communicated and executed. Indeed. the

smaller the American unit. the less dissim~ar It becomes to a like Korean

unit insofar as eq~ipment and organization are concerned. The,recommenda-------tion is obvious: whenever possible, cross-attach at the lowest unit level.*

The technique of avoidance could have some merit also. By assigning

one sector of the Peninsula to a United States corps. in~pendent operations

can be undertakeawbicp mlAimi:e eeAtact with U.S. and R 0 K. personnel

~cept at the highest levels. This Is a politically and militarily unsavory

choice, however. in light of the Republic of Korea's pride in being able

to control the larger military operation in the homeland.

One choice is to retain or expand the Korean Augmentation to the

U.J, ArmY (KATUSA) Program. Although excellent in spirit and execution.

this program, which involves primarily younger enlisted men and nonc~missloned

officers, does not address or remedy the tactical problem. The enlisted
~

men can teach and acquire techniques. but know little about tactical doctrine.

The continUing standardization programs for military equipment and

armament are valuable, but time could be a critical factur. Recall that

*1 realize that this is a nove l approach In that it does violate
most accepted military thought. We have little previous experi~nc~ in this
area; further research should be conducted. There are successful h'storical
examples of such unit integrations, SUch as the BritiSh experience with
multi-ethnic armies In India. The thrust of my recommendation Is that some
empirical research should be tried in Korea in a peacetime environment •

•45



" "".. ".,:".",.,-., ,~,", • " "~".; "0-"" ."

some differences In tactics result from differences In equipment. The Re­

public of Korea is rapidly becoming self-sufficient in manufacturing or

assembling major items of military equipment. but the future time frame

depicted here Is too soon.for the R.O.K. Army to be equipped the same as

the U.S. Army. Indeed. such an event may never occur. Because of the

terrain. long-range direct-fire antitank weapons. for example. have much

less utility in Korea than In Europe.

Economics has a bearing also. It is still more ~ost-effective to

have two privates dig a tank pit than to buy one more TOW weapon. Never­

theless. M!l. increased standardization reduces tactical differences as

well.

CONCLUSIONS

There are significant differences in U.S. and Korean tactics.

sufficient to cause unnecessary loSS of lives in ~ renewed conflict. The

principal recommendations for remedying the problems are training some U.S.

U.;lts in Korean tactics. developing a fle;d manual which illustrates the

differences. presenting instruction on the ;~~Ject at the U.S. and R.O.K.

Anny Convnand and General :::Uff Ctl~leges. inc''1!aslng standardization of

equipment and arms. and eltner cross-att~chln9 units Jt the lowest level

possible or avoid cross-attaching units altogether by assigning U.S. forces

separate sectors on a corps basis •

•
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a. Preparation for conventional warfare .

division is responsible for:
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APPENDIX B
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ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS: THE SOUTH KOREAN INFANTRY OIVISION

Republic of Korea, Outies of the Operations Officer: Advance
Material. (Chinhae, Korea: Anny College; 1978). pp, 18 • 22.

1. Mission. In addition to its nonnal combat missions. the infantry

b. Protection of human life and property.

c. Civil defense support.

SOURCE:

2. Organization.

a. The division is organized into a division headquarters. 3 infantry

regiments. one artillery group (division ar-tt l Iery}, a tank battalion. and

supporting units.

b. 7:~;:i fision. according to the situation. rt!ceives support from

higher headquarters or may have augmentation units at~ached.

3. Staff Organization.

a. Staff organization is similar to that of the United States A~.

b. The staff is composed of a general staff, a special staff, a

personal staff, and specialized officers.

4. Cor.~nd Posts. Several command posts are used:

a. The main command post.

b. The tactical corrrrcnd post.
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c. The rear area command post.

d. The interior corrr.cnd.post •
•
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5. The Infantry Division's Principal Combat Units.

a. The infantry regiment.

'(1) The regiment ,is composed of a headquarters and headquarters

company, 4 infantry battalions, a logistical support company and a medical

(2) Mission: To attack and destroy the enemy by fire, maneuver,

and close c'llllbat.

b. The-tank company.

(1) Composed of a headquarters 'and 4 tank platoons.

(2) Mission: When attached to other maneuver units, to defeat.

and destroy enemy units by fire, maneuver and shock action.

c. The reconnaissance battalion.

(1), Composed of 4 reconnaissance companies.

(2) Missions:

(a) Light combat actions.

(b) Attached to units who~e combat stl'ength has been depleted

for use in offensive, defpnsive and retrograde operations.

(c) Reconnaissance and special combat actions in the enemy's

rear areas.

6. Combat Support Units of the Infantry Division. The division has the

following organic combat support units.

a. Division artillery.

b. Engineer battalion.

c. Signal battalion.

d. Division aviation company.

e. Chemical support detachment
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7. Combat Service Suppo;·t Units of the Infantry Division.

The following CSS units are organic to the infantry division.

a. Military police detachment.

b. Repl"cement co""any•

. c. Ordnance service detaclunent.

d. Medical service detachment. •

e. Maintenance/transportation service detachment.
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APPENDIX C

ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS: THE SOUTH ~OREAN
MECHANIZED INfANTRY DIVISiON

SOURCE: Republic of Korea. Duties of the Operations Officer: Advance
Material. (Chinhae. Korea: Army College, 1978), pp. 22-24.

1. Organization (TOE 17-ROK). The division is organized into a division

headquarters. three mechanized infantry brigades. a self-propell~d artillery

brigade. and an armored reconnaissance battalion.
•

2. 8rigades. The sLbordinate brigades of the division may be task­

organized from the following battalions:

a. Three mechanized infantry battalions.

b. Three motorized rifle battalions.

c. Three tank battalions.

3. Organization of the SUbordinate maneuver battalions.

a. Tank battal ion: A headquarters and headquarters c~an:' and three

tank companies.

b. Mechanized infantry battalion: A headquarters and headquarters

company and three mechanized infantry companies.

c. Motorized rifle battalion: A HHC and three motorized rifle com·

panies. The scout car is the principle means of transportation.

4. The Armored Reconnaissance Battalion. Composed of three armored

reconnaissance companies.

5. Subordinate cOmbat support units.

a. The field artillery brigade.

(1) One B-inch self-propelled field artill~ry ~attalion.

(2) Three t55-mm self-propelled field artillery battalions •

. C-l



b. Engineer battalion.

c. Signal battalion.

de Aviation detachment.

e. Chemical support detachment.
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1. Small Arms.

Carbine Ca130. MI. M2 (Korean-produced)
Rifle. U.S •• Cal 30. MI
Rifle. automatic, Cal 30. MI 1915 A2
Gun. Ma:hine, Cal. 30. MI9I9 A-6. MI919 A-4
Rifle. 5.56mm MI6 (U.S. and Korean-produced)
Pistol. cal. 45 MI9IlA, MI91IAI
Gun. sUbmachine, Cal. 45 M3, M3AI
Gun •. Machine. Cal. 50 M2
Rifle. 57mm MIS. MI8Al
Launcher. Rocket 3.5" M20, r120ABI
Launcher. Grenade M7
Bayonet. Knife. MI9I3
Bayonet. Knife, M4

2. Indirect Fire Weapons.

Mortar, 60mm.M2. MI9
Mortar, Slmm Ml. M29
Mortar, 4.2" H2. M30
Howitzer, 105mm M2A2
Howitzer, 155mm MIAI
Gun. 155nm.M2
Howi tzer , S" MlAl

APPENDIX D

PRINCIPAL R.O.K. ARMY ITEMS OF COMBAT EQUIPMENT: AN ENUMERATION

SOURCE:

.-, .... --------~ ......,,=-

rr
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II

11

j{

11

jj

11

II

[[

3. Wheeled Vehic~.

Trailer. Cargo. ~-ton. MIOO
Trailer. Cargo. ~-ton MIO
Trailer, I-ton (Korean-produced)
Trailer, tank water, t-een, 2-wheel, 25OG/A
Trailer, tank water, l~-ton. 2-wheel. 400G/A
Semitrailer, Van Cargo, 6-ton, MllS
Semitrailer, Stake, 6-ton MUS
Semitrailer. Stake, 12-ton M127.
Semitrailer. Stake, 20-ton (Korean-produced)
S~mi·trailer, Low-bed, 25-ton. M172
Automobile. sedan. medium (Korean-produced)
TrUCk. ~-ton. GPW (W~II vintage)
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Truck, ~-ton, 4x4 Utility, CJ38-J4C
Truck, ~-ton, 4x4 Jeep, H606
Truck, 3/4-ton, 4x~ cargo, J602
Truck, 2~ton, 4x4, Cargo, 2Ow15L, J603
Truck, 2~ton, 6x6, Cargo, H602
Truck, 4-ton, Cargo (Korean-produced)
Truck, 5-ton, 6x6 Cargo,-M54
Truck. 6-ton. Cargo (Korean-produced)
Truck. 10-ton, 6x6 Cargo, ~125 _
Truck, Wrecker. Medium, 4-ton (Korean-produced)
Truck, Wrecker. Medium, 5-ton, M543
Truck, Wrecker, Medium, 6-ton (Korean-produced)
Tractor, 10-ton, M123
Transporter, 50-ton. M15A2
Tractor. 4-5 ton (Korean-produced)
Tractor. 5-ton. M54
Tractor. 6-ton (Korean-prOduced)
Truck. 10-ton, 6x6. Tractor. M123

4. Tracked Vehicles.

Carrier. Personnel. Full-tracked Armored, M113
Carrier, Personnel, M3Al
Gun, self-propelled, M16Al
Tank, Medium, M4A3
Tank, Medium, 9Ornm, M47
Tank, medium, M48A2
Tank, medium, M48A5 (AS conversion kits Korean-produced)
Gun 9Ornm, Self-propelled, M56
Vehicle, Tank, Recovery M32
Vehicle, Tank-Recovering, M47

5. MisSiles and Associated Equipment.

Tracking Station, Trailer, AH/HPA-5
Generator set (Korean-made)
Radar Antenna, Trailer. OA-134~/MPA

Radar Antenna, Missile, Trailer, AH/MSA-19
Antenna, Radar. 0A-1596-T, OA-1601/T
Antenna, Target-tracking, OA-1487/MPA
Missile Test Set (Korean-olade)
Missile Test Set Carrier, M45l
Launching Control Indicator, C-2699/TSW
Friget Simulat~r 0A-2010/MSW-4
Hike-Hercules Monorail Launcher M36
Hike-Hercules Missile H6
Section, Control. Indicator 26Z0/TSW

,
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Section. Simulator Group H3. H2
Launching. Control. Section Trailer AN/HSW-4
HAWK. Hissile XM-3El
Illuminator. Conti~uous Wave. AN-HPQ-33
Continuous Wave Acquisition Radar. AN/HPQ-34
Pulse Acquisition Radar. AN/HPQ-35
Range-only Radar. AN/HPQ-37
High-Power Illuminator. AN/HPQ-39
Assault Fire Command Console AN/TSW-4
Launcher XM-78E 3
Loader-Transporter ~~501-E2

6. Helicopters (Hodel Numbers Only)

OH-13H
UH-190
CH-21C
OH-23D
CH-34C
CH-378
UH-IS
UH-ID
CH-54
CIi-47A
O-lAE
U-6A
U-80
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APPENDIX E

R.O.K. ARMY OPERATIONAL GRAPHICS

This appendix demonstrates differences in U.S. and R.O.K. military

symbology which can cause confusion in reading operations overlays and

consequently in conducting combined operatidhs. The first several

categories are Symbols which Americans can ea~ily misinterpret or misun­

derstand; the last category are symbols which can confuse the Korean'

soldier. 1 Each category. obviously, causes mutual misunderstanding.

Unit and combat service support symbols using Korean letterino

Until 1978 most Korean symbol s were the same as tile All'oE:rican, in­

cluding labelling with American abbreviations, such as "FEBA" or "GOP".

Problems with less-educated soldiers caused the ~.O.K. Army to revert to

Kore~n lettering. The symbols bel~~ are representative of some of the

major symbology'which differs on Korean and U.S. overlays.

!!.!!1l
Replacement Unit
(Company). '

, ~ ....- ..f!fr=',~:='- ....' =-~..,---:--"------ ,-.,.,-,--"--',.,', ',-"'- H· ... ' --.. " ,,' ,''''

t;)"'l~ ,~. "

J

11

~{

U

II
11

U

[[

Military Police
Company.

", ,
.~

Supply and Service
Battalion.
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~Il.
C.OLL •

C':::\XY..
~12.

C.OLL

rev·v..
~12.
C.OLL

U.S. Symbol

em

•
..__.._... ~,' ...._.~~,.•.. -.-....... ,~:..<"-. '.'"

Korean SymboI

I~~i~}
Y!!.!!

Hilitary Intelligence
Company.

P.O.w. Collection
Point

(Field) Amy
Supply Depot.

Civilian Collection
Point

Straggler Collection
Point.

.,,-- .,.• ..,.",.,.··.. _· ..·__,~·~~-,····•• ··.N· .,-.liw,~~······--~~·
If··'!ft!.,~"

11

If
11

K

n

II
II

II
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" Salvage Collectlor.
Poin::. Qx.l(

~1'1.
COLL

'·'1'
,I

,

Headquarters &
Headquarters Company

•
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R.O.K. Version U.S. Version
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: (Named) c.tt ~) (Named, GRE.EN
".":-. Lettered or

:-~~~,. Numbered )
'"

•

,.,.

Tactical Control Measures Using Korean Lettering

As with unit symbols, diagrammatic techniques for tactical operations

now use Korean lettering. In most other respects, the symbols are the same

for both countries. The Korean labels 'are abbreviations Which cannot be

found in a dictionary. This causes some Droblems for even R.O.K. officers.

Symbol

NO- fi re Li ne •

Fire Support
Coordination Line.

Control Line
(Phase Line).

.,.;~.":_t,:;.,'1t,,,.~,,-.-,~~-!,~-,.~'~_'~_~C"~N_ .... , .... ~'~'3~:~ "~:.=~~~·.c .. :;
.. "..,.-r ~','" .... -, " .- . .. -'. .. \

:!'>~"'."""'" _,'_,," ,~t;i..,'.'~:," . . - .•,.;~~<, ,e-: ," <,~,:,._. '. ,-, .-.. ., .. ...... . .- -'. '~.-.-.:,-' :,~ ..~ .:;" ...
" .-".',.;" - ,-

;)

i'l

11

((

t
II
II
II

II

rr
II

Base.

()()jective AIways numbered. Number,
Letter,
Code Name, or
Unit Designation.

e~~
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U.S. Version

Korean Infantry Company

R.O.K. Version

",... '" ,... -a~~J
.:l.,~ A... ... '....

SY!!t!ol

Line of departure!
Line of contact.

Fon;ard Edge of
Battle Area.

Q1fferences In Numbering unit Designations

There are several differences in showing unit designations, partly

due to the Korean regimental system and partly due to the Korean practice

of omitting some parts of the designation on ~4P symbols. First, Korean

companies are numbered, not lettered:

U.S. Infantry Compa~y

"

If

n

11

11

((

11'

II
II

!!

II

u
R.O.K. unit Symbols show the designation of the unit and its im­

mediate parent unit. U.S. Army Symbols include all parent unit data, al­

though It mal sometimes be omitted. The example below is of a company of

the 41st Field Artillery Battalion, lBth Field Artillery Brigade, 12th

Corps:

U.S. Symbol R.O.K. Symbol

E·4
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U.S. Syn'bol

.~. .

R.O.K. Symbol

31(;)1 5

R.O.K. Symbol

..- . ,~ .........'
nO·

.n._~,•. ".- ~.:-.' .,..

U.S. Symbol

Similarly. a company of the Stn Tank Battalion. directjy subor­

dinate to Sth Corps, would appear as follows:

uses abbreviations for the type ~nit. as shuRn belOW; in service schools

Enemy Unit Designation

The Korean Army, uses a completely different designation sy~tern for

enemy units from the one it use$ for friendly units. The U.S. Army uses

the same U.S. unit Symbols for enemy units as it does f~r friendly units.

except that we draw tne s~bol in red or in double lines. The R.O.K. Army

Type Unit

Enemy Infantry
BattaI ion.

II

!
;J

!I
11

It
U

II
11

II
~.

II

"
Enemy artillery

[!]regiment.

~! i!;! II

Enemy armor

r9JJCompany.
1(11 ~ ij

•
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1)2.

Usua'1ly circular

J!:.LSymboI

Always rectangular

&Q,.f. SvmboI

Aviation Battalion.

Chemical Smoke
Company;

Special Forces
Battalion.

Meaning

Airborne Orop Zone

Differing Symbol~

For some contro I measures , the South Korean Army uses di.fferent

symbols (sometimes only slightly different), from tile U.S. version.

II

II

"

II

~

It
n
{{

II
r[

[[

. I

Motorized Rifle
Batta lion. ~

(Note slight
aifference)

Found in FM 21-30,
but not commonly
known.
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No equivalent.

U.S. Symbol

:_- ~--, .
.:,,-,.~ ....;'--.

R.O.K. Symbol U.S. Symbol

~~~ qm~~
•

I~

Go Il.tG-

...
•••

18(,0'\l.c:;:J"o~
~.

R.O.K. Syrrbol
xX
\')..

._.....' ........ ~\~.... . '.

r . "'.

not use because U.S. and ~~rean units or concepts are dif~erent.

Meaning

Graves Registration
Point

Searchlight Platoon

Conceptual Oiffer~nces

The following symbols are those which the United States Army does

Meaning

Division Rest Area
(R&R Camp).

• " '"....... ,r." , ...:; :;,;.~:.......,..."':t • _.• _ ;::'4,..• ..,

\

"
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.50-Caliber Company
(ADA Role).

Field Army.

IIi ~ ~rl~ No equivalent.
i

SO 3U y
1W u.s. -equivalent"

is the
Thea ter Army.

\."
.' \ \.'. X
/ \

.\
'i. "1.

\.
\

Ammunition Storage
Area (Rear).
(Not the same as ASP).

•
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Not Used.

U.S. Symbol

In U.S. doctrine,
a unit is "minus·
or task organized,not both.

ITJ No equivalent I
unit. I,~Sl-

i
!

8
)

No equivalent
unit.

R.O.K. S)II1'bo1

~(-)
·t+)

Meaning

Abattalion (minus)
and reinforced.

Airborne Operation:
B10c~ing.Position (AT)
on 3 Road •

A TOW COinpany

Illumination
Platoon.

-,

.,.

r

~r<:', "-"" -""

rr

II
II
f(

II
ii

II

II
Ii
rr

l~jor U.S. Symbols Not Used in the R.O.K. Army

There are many U.S. symbols which are not generally understood by

the South Korean soldier because the R.O.K. has no equiv.1lent units or

tactical concepts. The following are only a representa~ive sample:

II

Meaning

Airmobile Brigade.

U.S. Symbol

~.
R.O.K. Symbol

No equivalent
unit.

\ ... .
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For the

R.O.K. Symbol

tlo equivalent
agency.

No equivalent
unit.

Concept not used.
R.O.K. Army u!es
blockinS position

U.S. SynOol

8~

Meaning

Maintenance Management
Center.

CEWI Battal ion.

Battle Position.

The point of this appendix is obvious; the U.S. Army an4 the South

Korean Army do use some 4ifferent map symbols. This appen4ix makes no

pretext of defining all the differences; there are many more.
I

most part. the R.O.K. AI'111Y uses U.S. military symbology. It ts the small I

differences which can lead an officer of either Army to believe that he I
un4erstands an operations overlay when he truiy does not. Improper cornnun~ I'

"cation can waste lives.

worst-case example is shown on the following page of a R.O.K.

defensive operation overlay. Without further commrnt. let it suffice for

the American reader to attempt to interpret it without raferences.,"
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END NOTE TO APPENDIX E .

lAll the symbols shown in this appendix can be found in many
sources. The Korean symbology was derived from a review of all the
Korean A~ source documents used in this work previously. plus the
following: .

Republic of Korea, Logistics Officer Outies: Advance Material.
(Chinhae. Korea: Army College. 19781.

RepUblic of Korea. Division Retrograde Operations: . Advance
Haterial. (Chinhae. Korea: Army College. 1975).

Republic of Korea. Large Unit Defense: Advance Material. (Chinnae.
Korea: Army College. 19781. .

Republic of Korea. Use of Fire Support: Advance Hater;al,
(Chinhae. Korea: Army College. 1978).

The Ame~"an Army symbolo~y was derived from:

U.S. A~. FM 21-30: Military Symbols, (WaShington. D.C.: U.S.
Government Printing Office. 1970). ..

U,S. Army. RB 101-5-1: Operational Terms and Grath'ics, (Fort
Leavenworth; KS: U.S. Army Comma~d and General Staff Col ege. 19791.

I
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APpENOIX F

SAMPLE R.O.K. ARMY O~ERATIONS ORDER

Source: Korean Army publication, White Pa er Tactics Division Attack
(Chinhae, Korea: Army Co ege, 1975/, pp.

(Security Classification)

Operations Order No. 5

1. Situation
ka. En~ Forces: Annex "ka", Intelligence.
na. Friendly Situation:

(I) Sixth Corps, on November 21. secures Hi 11 360 and City "Ma".
and continues the attack to the north to secure City "Ka" and City "Na".

da. Attachments and detachments
20Uth tank battalion (M. 0-2. 09:00, attached)
631st FA Batta] ion ( " \
411, 412 Light Transport Truck Company ( " I

•

• ~'I

:1

!

,
I,

i!
I I'

11th Infantry Division
Korea
19 M. 0-2. 12:00•

~. Mission
Oivision attacks M-Montn, D-Day, at 06:30. secures Hill 360, and on

order prepares to continue tne attack to the no~th, but also prepares to
. support the passage of lines of 15th Infantry Division.

3. Execution
ka. Concept of the Operation

Attack with two regiments advancing, with 31st Infantry Regiment
in the west, 32d Infantry Kegiment in the east. and 33d Regiment as reserve.
and penetrate enemy positions.

. 32d Infantry Regiment, as Division ~~ln attack, secures Objective
"1" and 31st Infantry Regiment, as secondary attack, secures Objective "~",

33d Infantry Regiment initially. as dIvision reserve, givl!s priority
to the main attack sector, and prepares to be committed.

Special Mission Ul"it (ground infiltration) attacks Objective "3"
and. after linking up with the main attack unit. becomes attached.

Priority of fire support is to the 32d Infantry Kegiment and to
the Special Mission Unit.

Appendix "na". Fire Support Plan.
na. 31st Infantry Regiment

Attacned: 1st Company, lOOth Tank Batta1 Ion.
da. 32d Infantry Regiment

Attached: lOath Tank aattallon (-).
ra. 33d Infantry Regiment

(1/ Provide 1 company-sized ground infiltration unit.
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(2) Regiment (~): 'Oivision reserve.
(3) Appendix "da", Infiltration.

mao Special Mission Unit (ground infiltration): Appendix "da",
Infi ltration.

ba. 200th Tank Battalion
1st Company: Attached to 31st Inf. Regt.
Hattalion (-): Attached to 32d Inf. Regt.

sa. 11th Reconnaissance Company
Protect ~ivision rear area.

an. Oivision Artillery
(1) 41st FA Battalion: OS. 31st Inf •. Regt.
(2) 42d FA Battalion: OS, 32d Inf. Regt.
(3) 43d FA Battalion: OS, Ground Infiltration Unit.

After link-up, Oivision GS and (also) reinforce 4Zd FA
Battalion: OS to 3Jd Inf. Regt. wnen committed.

(4) 44th FA Battalion: GS.
(5) 631st FA Battalion: GS and (also) reinforce ·42d FA' Bn.
(6) Annex "na", Fire Support Plan.

ja. 11th Engineer Batt31ion
(I) 1st Co.: OS. 31st Inf. Regt.
(2) 2d co.: OS, 32d Inf. Regt.
(3) 1st platoon. 3d Co.: Attached to special mission unit.
(4) 3d Co. (-): OS to 33d Inf. Regt. wnen committed.

chao 410. 411 Light Transport Truck Company: GS.
k'a: Division Reserve

(I) 33d Inf. Regt (-)
(2) 11th Tank Company.
(3) Priority to 3~d Inf. Regt. sector and prepare to be utilized.

tao Coordinating Instructions
(1) Practice deception.
(2) Priority of road use is to the main attack unit.

4. Administration and Logistics: See Admin Order.

5. Command and Signal: Signal Annex Ora".

Acknowl edge:

il'~"¥
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--_.~ .. ,....... ..... '

Division Commander Major General

Annexes:
ka. Intelligence.
na. Fire Support Plan.
da. Infiltration.
ra. Signal.
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To understand the differences between R.O.K. 'and U.S. airborne con-
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FIGURE ,G-1

APPENDIX G

R.O.K. ARMY AIRBORNE C~:,ROl MEASURES

•

•

cepU, one must understand the differen<:es In dlagranrntng. Whereas tne

American objectives ~re lettered, the Korean objectlv~s are numbered. The

En~lish term "OBJ", for objective, does not normally appear on the Korean

overlay, but was merely :raoslated here. The drop zones are designated and

appear on the operations overlay; they appear in a sepa:ate annex to the

U.S. order. The OZs are lettered In the Korean alphabet.
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The division Doundary ,is roughly circul~r. 'Altho~h t~e Si;e of a

division boundary is stated to be 14-20 kilometers in radiu~, ,the nonral

method is to use the preparing officer's hand. span to measure the radius.

usually giVing a radius often to eleven kIlometers on a l:~O.OOO map.

Regimental boundaries are shown in solid lines. regardless of the number

of echelons or pnases. It is important to note that each regfment secures

its own assIgned oDjectives only, so the operation sometimes resembles a

series of three separate assaults. Also, AmerIcan technIques allow for .

the use of eIther sectors or battle areas. In the Korean h~, Only sectors

are aJ1 owed.

Note als~ the use of tne COP (c~Dat outpost). This is ~n older

·U.S. Ai'll.;' technique. Contact points are placed on tne a1Visl"" uoundary.

Whereas. U.S. units occupy or at :east ~ke contact at th~se points as soon

as possible, the R.O.K. A~ occupies these points only~ the ob­

jectives have been secured.

Rather than assi9~lng tne security mission to the air cavalry. t~e

diVIsion's organic armored reconnaissance battalion performs the mission.

This Is the result of a difference in organizatIon, there being no· air :

cavalry in the R.O.K.division. Note that sectorS.fOt'tne recon unltare

assigned down to platoon level in the division op~rations order.

The .positions designated b~ a black dot represent oDseryation posts.

An observation post is establisned on every hillside. where,practicable,

surrounding the division area--after tne ODjectives have been secured and

the regiments have reorganized. The posiUons,represented by the symbol

i represent a blocking po~ftlon strongly reinf~rced with anti,.tark weapons.
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These blocking posItions are placed on every road, imprOVed or unimprOVed,

leading into the dIvIsion area.
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3. Amphibious raId.

2. Amphibious Withdrawal.

5. Initiating directive.

•

CORRESPOtlDING
'\OREAH TERM

I. ~r-~)-sea.

2. Sea withdrawal.
(t~ o,t *i it-)

3. Amphibious surprise
attack.
tAct ~ 1.\-a)

4. Amphioious diversionary
operation. )
t~t o,;%-

5. Initial order.
t ~\t -x.\A\)

6. Amphibious maneuver
unit commander. .
('-crt '\5i ~~ 41~i':)

7. Amphibious forces
COIIIMnder •
t"j~~ "+~$~..r)

8. C?astal unit.
(~~~ !f~)

APPENDIX H

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATICN TE~IHOLOGY
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U.S. ARMY/MARINE
CORPS TERM

1. Amphibious.

4. Amphibious demonstration.

8. Shore pa rty.

7. Comn~nder. Landing Force
. (CLF) (A~ or Marine Corps)•.

6. COl11llander. Joint Amphibious
Task Force (CJATF) (Navy).
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