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Precis 

fhe results of a detailed content analysis of i:ew York 
rimes* editorials ani news i terns dealing wi t!'-, the Cuban ;':issile 
Crisis, Berlin, the Partial Test ~~~ Treaty, a~d the Vienna Sum
mit Conference ar& here reported. 

In the nel~hborhocd 8f 20,000 items of data were ana
lyzed. Tnese resuits are of special interest because, unlike most 
content analyses, this one combined a rich longitudinal analys1s 
of attitudes With a comparison of crisis nnd non-crisis ~ilieux 
during ~ period (1961-63) when the American and Soviet leader
ships remained unchanged. furthertlore, the present study attempts 
to measure some structural prope!'ti"'~s of "elite opinion, n clari
fying the process of decision-making during crisis and concilia
tio!'} phases. 

The fin1ings ani hypotheses With strong statistical and 
evidentiary support are as f~llows: 

Perception of threats to world peace was found to be 
strotl~ly associated Nj. th the saliency of the report. i-le con
~luded that threat is a very reliable vehicle to atte!'}tion-get
ting in politics. Hence, the media and decision-makers ~~uld 
find that the exaggeration of threats enhances their value to 
the populace and increases their support-basf>. 

Belief in ~ommon interests (as between adversaries) is 
strongly assoclat·~d -:'1i th trust t c')operation, and good intentions. 
We hypothe~ized that an increase in anyone of these fact')rs 
might produce an increase in the o';hers. fhis implies that the 
media and the decision-makers CQuid promote a~icable solutions 
to international political conflicts by emphasizing shared values 
or propenSities to cooperate or to trust, or by favorably adver
tising claims to good intentions. 

Perceived thr~ats to world peace were found to be very 
strongly related to t~e simplification of issues and the con
cretizing of th1nkin~. We hypothesized that anyone of these 
factors might instigate the other Cwo. If this is S~, a crisis 
mentality could be induced by the media or by the decislon-makers 
either by over-simplifying issues, habituatin~ the populace to 
concretizeO-31 hoc thinking, or by exaggerating external threats 

* See pp. 3-4 for an explanation of the choice of The;-i ->~S. 
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t~ the p~litical syste~. 

Chan~es in Soviet intentions and cooperative~ess were 
associated not with cha~ges in perceived U.S, cooperativeness 
(which scarcely varied). but with Soviet ini tiati ves. 'I'his 
sug~ests that the adversary can be viewed as a~enable t~ detente 
if and only if the change of position ("concession," "capitula
tion," etc.) cal.' be assigned to him or to so:ne third party. It 
also suggests a direction in ~ihich U. S. rnaneuverabili ty 1 s 
sel f-l1mi ted. 

The aforementioned relations tended to be looser in 
periods either of deep crisis or of conciliation. We hypothesized 
a "nut1blng" effect which inhibits either type of arousal beyond 
some threshold. This implies that public reactions can be 
affected by controlling the quantity of positive and negative 
sti~uli about the international political system. 

A separate statistical analy~is of data frem the deepest 
crisis periods and from conciliation phcses revealed the fo1-
lOi'li'1g: Simplification of issues was Significantly associated 
witn distr'vlst of the Soviets in the crisis data and with trust 
of them in the conciliation phases. Moreover, Simplification 
w.-~.S strongly a,~sociated with an absence of ~ood intentions on 
the part of the Soviets (less so in c~nciliation phases). These 
findings implied that both trust and distrust of the SOViets 
were based on some fairly stereotype1 model; and it revealed 
the relatlve unimportance of perceived intentions to shifts in 
trust levels. l"nat means that the t:;:-ust is (i~l the language 
used elsewhere in our study) ",p.0wer-based assurance." This in 
turn suggests ~ deeprooted distrust (since even in conciliation 
pheses the intentionG of the adversary are not perceived as 
humane). 

Perception of common values also varied significar..tly 
under the crisis-conciliation conditions, a~d in ways that sup
ported our fin1ing that U.S. cooperativeness is s~en as fairly 
c':lnstant and variations are at tri blltcd to the Soviets. That 
is, the fact of conflict tended to obliterate any belief in 
underlyln~ co~mon interests. 

The crlsls-concil1 rltlon data shnwed, finally, that 
"spriO'lSnC:1!1 of threat to world pe'lce" WflS very stronv;ly a330-

::;lated with the galvanizinv; of l,floup;ht dqrir!\.!; crises. Tilis 
f!'ynparlson nerely hip;hli::r)lts our other flnr1inr:;::; to the effect 
that thought processes are serlcusly deteriorated by the intro
duction (or perception) of Lhreats • 
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The data ge:lerally shoNed that the arousal or interest 
in conciliation phases (as ~easured by space allocation and 
location of items in the neiTspaper) i3 slower than in crises 
and exhibits recession if the detente is protracted over time. 
This saggests that conciliations are less reliable attention
getters and provoke pessi8.istlc reacti')ns ("slumps") when 
l')ng-dral·m-ou t. 

Arousal to threats was rapid and tended to~ard conse
quent lull followed by re-arousal (recapitulation). The 
implication here is that threats stimulate a larger popular 
investment of attention in the poJitical system and are depend
able for at least one "recapitulation." 

ill 
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I. Intr~ductory Remarks 

The Model set ~ut in Technical Rep~rt #1 featured 
hypothetical relationships between two 7ariab1es: 1) 
evants in the external world, and 2) asses~ents of those 
events by particular people. We might refer to ~he second 
variable as opinlon~. 

Opinions (whether they are predispositions of long 
standing in a person's mind, or current assessments of on
going ev~nts) are partly based on information from the outer 
world. That is to say, our Model describes a feed-back 
mechanism whereby a) information about external events insti
gates oplnions in relevant publics, b) some of the opin-
ions ripen into decisi~ns, ~) some of these decisions result 
in hew events (actions), d) some of' which evoke new opinions, 
e} and so on and so forth. 

On the empirical side of this project we have also 
approached the ~vent-~pinion-decisi~n process in three ways. 
One was to prepare detailed case studies, retaining all the 
real-life subtelties of the problem. A second was to look at 
the relevant opinions as reflected in public opinion polls. 
And the third was to exa~ine the opinions by content-ana
lyzing newspapers. 

Now, at our present level of theory, the link between 
opinions, actual political decisions, and events is suffi
ciently obscure that we hesitate to focus on either a broad 
or a narrow range of public opinlon~ What is more, the 
costs of doing a study such as thts become higher as the 
rrul~e of analyzed opinions is increased. For these reasons 
were1ied, perhaps more than our present level of knowledge 
warrants, on a group of studies that emphasize the hierar
chic organization of public opiniQn in decision-making.! 
The basic idea here is that some opinions count for more 
than others in political decision-making, either because the 
people who hold them are the political leaders, or because 
the people who hold them are capable of persuading lots of 
other people, or both. 

1. P. Lazarsfeld, B. Berelson, and H. Gaudet, The People's 
ChOice (1948), p. 151. Elihu Katz, "The 1'wc,-Step Flow 
of Commun1~at-1on: An Up-to-I:Bte Report on an Hyp.)thes1s,· 
Public Ouinlon .f Vol. 21, Spr. 1957, P. 61 (and biblio
graphy thereto. R. Mert0n, "Patterns of Influence: A 
Study of Interpersonal Influence 1n a Incal Com:nunlty," 
in P. Lazarsfeld 7 F. Stanton (eds.), Communicatiors 

(cont.) 
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With the hierarchic assu~ption--that the "peak" of the 
opinion structure Will be more sensitive to changes in levels 
of bilateral trust--we then had to confront the problem of 
defining the "peak". Since the public opinion polls fre
quently provide a breakdown by respondents' educaticnal level, 
including the category "college educated," we decided to use 
this as our defini ti(ln of "peak opinion. It "Educated opinion lt 

is perhaps too broad a category to satis fy those ~rhobelieve 
that the cardinal decjgions in this political gyste~ are made 
by a TIlere handfUl of puwerfUl indi vidu'-:i.ls (a "power elite"). 
Yet the category at least would include most such elItes (of 
whom virtually all have enjoyed some college education)., And 
it is, at all events, th& only category that permits us to make 

.comparisons between the co~tent analysis, the public opinion 
poll data, and the case studie~. 

Common sense suggests another reason for RinglIng out 
"educated opinion" for special study. For a Ja~:ge minority of 
thepeople in any industrialized political system, the chief 
problem of citizenship is how to avoid running afoul of the 
authorities: Beyond were fear of the authorities, such people 
are ~ore or less alienated from the proce3ses of government. 
By and large the educated citlze~xy do not belong to this apa
theticnass because their education will have increased their 
sense of political efficac;r anz~ responsibility. furthermore, 
t~e decision-mwcers at any given time are only a small fraction 
of that larger category of attentive opinion--advisers, former 
Office-holders, commentators, exiles, retirees, experts, oppo
sition leaders, etc.--who used to have, or might have, a hand 
in the making of governm~ntal decisions. This larger body of 
informed opinion begins to approxl~ate the breadth of our cate
gory "educated opinion." These are the people who need infor
mation, know l'lhere to get it, know how to analyze 1t, and what 
to do about their concl1.ls1ons. 2 Hence, it makes good sense to 
suppose that vlrtu&11y all the people whose opinions have spec
ial weight in decision-making are included in this category. and 
that even those educated opinion-h·::>lders without much pol1 tical 
influence are somewhat more effective in the polit:\cal system 
than the average member of the "~ass opinion" category. 

1. (cont.) R,,~;<;arch 1948-49 (1948), PP. 187f. James N. Rosenau, 
:~ationa1 Leadership and Foreign Policy (1963). 

2. See. e.>1;" V.O. Key, Jr •. ~ Public Opinion (1961), P. 349. 
Survey research hilS in recent years demon"trl'lted rather con
clusi vely that eli tf' groups, as compared ".1 th "mass" opin
lon, have more information and a ~1fferent set of attitudes 
about particular issues: Philip E. Converse, "The Natllre 

• of Belief Systems in Mass Publics," in D.E. Apter (c).), 
( cont. ) 
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The opinion leaders in different sectors of American 
society are, ~o be sure, more like their clientele than they 
are like one an~ther.J At the level of foreign policy-making, 
however, the elite cliques begin to converge. Tne editors of 
the prestige new'spapers are in relatively close contact with 
1::he decision-'1lakers in ·~ash1.ngtor., and the opinionJ,leaders at 
this :!.evel tend to read and heec. the same source::!. Lf' 

It appears then th~t the prestige papers both reflect 
and effect changes in the op:nion of leadership circles. The 
foremost newspardr in the 'prestige' category in this country 1s 
The New York Ti~es.5 And we therefore chose it as the vehicle 
of our content analysis. 

Generally speaking, editorials in the prestige news
papers in Western countries have be~n found to be good measures 
of peak opinion on foreign affairs. This is not to suggest that 
cclumnlsts,7 texts of speeches, news magazines, and other media 
would not also !'1'.'ovide us,~fUl data. Constraints of time and 
money have prvhibited our pursuing all these rout~s. Moreover, 
we have some r6ason to suppose thatanewspapers along provi,.1e an 
accurate measure of opinion-change. 

2. (c~nt.) Ideologies and Dtscontent (1964); Herbert McClosky, 
Paul J. Hoffmann, and Rosemary O'Hara, "Issue Conflict and 
~onsensus among Party Leaders and Followers," Amer. Pol. 
Sci. Rev., vol. 44, Je. 1960, P. 406; and Gabriel Alm~nd, 
The kneri can Pnople and Foreign Policy ( 1950). 

3. R. ~erton,~. cit. See also R.C. Ang~ll, "Content Analys1s 
of Elite ;r,edla, t: J. ConfU ct Resolution, Vol. 8, Sum. 1964, 
p. 329; and R. Axel~oi, "The Structure of Pub11c Opinion on 
Folicy lssues," ~lblic Opinion Q., vol. )1, Spr. 1967, p. 5L 

4. I. deS. Pool et aI, The "Presttge Papers": A S'.lrvey (Jf Their 
Ed1torials (1952). See also V.O. Key, Jr., Publlc Opinion 
and American Democracy (1963), p. 405. 

5. Editor and Publisher, Apr. 12. 1960. See also J.D. Singer, 
"Soviet and American FOre1gn Policy Attitudes: Content 
Analys1s of Eli te Articulation, tI J. Conflict Hesolution, 
vol. 8, 1964, p. 424. For an excellent stateme~t of the 
dimensions along which the media typically and necessar1ly 
distort news coverage, see J. Galtung and H. Rug~, "The 
~3tructure of Fbrelp;n News," Journal of Peace Research,· 
No. 1 f 1965, p. 64. 

6. I.deS. Po')l et al., Symbols of Interrl8.tionnllsrn (ii()')'/~r 
I!1zt. Stu'lles, Series C, AUg. 1951), p. 60. 
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The ~?int of cC'ntent analyzing newspaper articles and 
eidtorials is that trends and in obvious meanings come out far 
more clearly than they do in reernoires and impressionistic 
studies: One's memory plays tricks; and anyhow, reading such 
SO'.lrces day in ai'-=! tiny out, along with a welter of other, often 
unrelate:i, information, tt is al:nost impossible to form a con
fident judg:nent about thl~ subtle changes in opinion over the 
C~:TS and y~ars • 

The methodology of content-analysis 1s well-established.9 

The technique has been used for a wide range of pur
pOSGS in recent years. The latest refinement in the methodology 
1s the use ~5 computers to:> content-analyze vast nn!llbers of 
utterances. (It should be noted that the larger the body of 
data being analyzed in this way, the more significant certain 
trends become, s~mply fer statistlcal reasons.) AftE:r consult
ing with some of the leading specialists in comput~rlzed con
tent analysis, w~ decided not to use that technique in the 
present project.~l 

Techntcal Considerat'~ns 

The following remarks about the design of our content 
analysis will be of interest mainly to trereader experienc·ed in 
designing su~r. experi~ents, or to the general reader only in 
light of our o"~ subsequent Findings. 

7. (~ont.) Given otir limited resources, we decided to content 
analyze relevant letters-to-the editor rather than the 
columnists, c.n the "round that the former woul1 give us a 
somewhat broader range ~f opinions. 

c. R. F. Cartel' and B.S. Greenber .. , "Newspaper or Televis1.on: 
Which Do You Believe?" Journalism Q., Vol. 4-2, 1965, p. 29. 

9. B. Ber~lson, Content. Anal sis in Communication Research 
(l952); R.C. North, Content Analysts \Ho) ; P.J. Stone et 
al., The General Inquirer (1966). 

10. Stone tt al., 2£. c~t. See also B.D. Jansen, "A Systp.m for 
Contf"nt Analysis by Co:nputer of International Communications 
for ':~lected Catep;ories of Action," Az:er. Behavioral Sclen
~, vol. 9, 1966, p. 28. 

11. The considerations that led to this dec1sion can be found in 
eh. VIII 0f R.C. North et al., 2£. c~t. 

4 
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The two formats used in this analysis are attached as 
Appendices 1 and 2. They are largely self-evident. However, 
it may help to expluin. the Findings if we here define some of 
the categories and forewarn the reader of complications we 
encountered. 

As a general proposition, we e~ployed most of the vari
ables (~, 'trust', 'cooperation', 'intent') as 'primitive 
terms', i.e., as te~~s the meanings of which were coth well
kno~m an~alyzable. Elsewhere in this report, of course, we 
engage in considera~le analysis of them. '!'he inter-coder 
reliability problem12 is an indication b~th of the utility of 
proceeding Wi th SUCil CO'Ilmonsense prim1 tl ves in their ord1 nary 
form, and of the residual ambiguitles in mostof the variables 
used to expla1n political attitudes and behavior. 

The dimension 'exhortatoriness' was meant to measure 
pressure for action expressed in an editorial opinion. It was 
our assumption that a high degree of moral urgency and strid
ency ",ent wi th a high need for defens1 ve or prevent1 ve maneu
vers, which in turn 1"ould correlate closely With low trust. 

~he category 'seriousness of threat to wor~d peace' 
was the most rl1fficult to code. '''e tried to steer a course 
between 1) the edlt.:>rial writer's assessment, which was almost 
always higher than our own, and 2) our "object1ve" assessment, 
based In part on kno~~ng how world history has gone since 
1961-63. fu:::ther::::ore, there 1s a latent confusion of (a) the 
event which th~ writer is discussing (e.g., the escape of Herr 
X over the Berlin Wall), with (b) the la.rger event (e.g. Berlin 
or the Cold War). To mltigate these difficulties we adopted as 
a rule of thumb this procedure: TIle 'event' 1s taken to mean 
the general topic to wnich the. writer refers; its 'assessment' 
is taken to mean the probable attitude of an average reader of 
this ne''ispaper toward the writer's assessJlent. We do not want 
to mlnillllzo the difficult1es of applying this rule of thumb 
in actual content analysis. 

The 'abstract-concrete' dimension also proved a blt 
trcuble~ome. ThiS ls attrl butal;le largely to the fact that many 
wri~ers use concrete argumentatlon to allude to prinCiples, and 
abstr~ct argumentation to make cliched and non-loglcal points. 

12. Inter-coder rellabilitles are being calculaced, item by 
item, and will be reported in an addendum (Appendix ) 
to this Technical Report. 

5 
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Owing to the fact that a large mass of material existed 
in tne newspapers bearing on our case studies only incidentally, 
we took as another rule of thumb the notion that the item should 
be chiefly concerned with one of the cases and specifically with 
US-SU interactions. In other words, we elimil".ated items which 
discussed (say) 3erlin in the midst of reviewing the year's 
events, or the· Cold l'iar, or the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza
tion. When in doubt, we followed the rule that the item would 
not be included unless its headline or sub-head inclUded a 
clear reference to one of the cases (e.g., the word 'Berlin' in 
that case). These procedures account for the quantitative dis
crepancies between this report and the case studies. 

To distinguish the Partial Test Ban Treaty of 196) from 
the larger issue of disar~ament, we arbitrarily limited our con
tent analysis on this topic to the period 1 January 196) to 
the formal conclusion of the Treaty on 11 October 196). This 
was necessary because the earlier discussions on the general 
and abstract topic of a test ban melded indistinguishably into 
the materials on disarmament, arms control, and (to some ext~nt) 
weaponry. 

f1oreover, even during the period 1 January to 11 October, 
we excluded ite~s which were primarily addressed to the larger 
topic and/or unconnected ~~th the chain of developments landing 
to the Treaty. 

By 'strong verbs' we meant all variants on the following 
lexicon: 'must', ·ought·, 'should', 'has to','CalLl'1ot but'. We 
refer to the moralizing uses of those worda and therefore 
exclude from. our account such uses as "We shall ar.clve at 6 
p. :!l. It 0:'- "I should be happy to come. It --

By 'weak verbs' we m~ant all variants of tto be' except 
where used as auxiliary verbs. Thus we counted "If I were youii' 
but did not count "He was going to meet her." We !.!!.cli:i'd"ed such 
verbs used along with infinitives, e.g., "I ~ happy to meet 
you. II 

Our underlying assumption here is that the rate at which 
'weak verbs' &lre user! is a st.ylistic constant, varying from wri
ter to writer. Hne't'F;as the ratio of the rate of • strong verbs' 
to 'weak 'verbs' is a predictor of the moral urgency of the 
message. 

6 
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II. Gross Prooerties of Sditorial ~ata • 
The s;raphs fo1lo'l'li.ng this page sh,)'1'1 the varyinp: atten

tl:m given DerU n~ the Cuban :11ss11e Crisis, the PartIal ;rest 
Ban rreaty, and the Vi erma Sumrni t Conference by The New York 
:i~es. Berlin, in particular, is characterized by its recur
TAlCe as a cri sis. (:I:lPotheses about the deli berate mani pula
tio!: of the Berlin issue by the Soviets are well enough kno\'m 
to s:;udents of internattonal affairs.) 

The gross attributes of the editorial data clearly vary 
a good deal from issue to issue. On one attribute, however, 
they are consistent; and that is "average length." It seems that 
over time the editorials on a particular issue are slightly lon
ger at the beginning of the life-cycle of the issue, then des
cribe a gently d~clining curve. This suggests a certain consist
ency in the editors' assess~ent of the saliency of the issue. 

If ~~ch constancy is a general property of internatioual 
0011-\'1cal issues and is attributable merely to the editors' 
t-ea:1 of stultification, then lie should expect to find it everv
where, as a predictable attribute of having "taken a ~ide.1t v 

If, however, it is an "objective property" or the result of a 
general human need to maintain a minlnum crisis-level in the 
political environment, then we should ~ntlcipate that the nega
tive slope of the curve is determined by the super-additive 
effects of concurrent crises (as per the hypothesis ~entioned in 
Technical Report No.1). Obviously our present data cannot 
begin to resolve these two interpretations. 

Having accentuated the factor of editorial pOSition by 
dividing the length of the editorial by the order in \<mich it 
appeared in the edi tori&l columns, we obtai!1ed a ::'.C"o:ninency 
Index on each issue over time. (See charts on following page). 
The overall results here are so familiar as to be ~i31eading-
viz., on each issue we get a heavily distorted Ail1e-curve. 
Since one intuitively knows that interest in particular poli
tice.l issues comes a!ld goes, ebbs and flows, thts resul't is 
not at all surprising. There:foTe, the alternatives get lost 
sight of. 

-rhe simplest alternatives, which .<.:..lso sound plausible 
in the abstract, are 1) a pOSitively-inclined linear or expo
nential curve, or 2) a negatively-inclined 11near nr exponen
tial curve: In other words, we can easily lm".1_~il1': a) that 
international political is~ues would typically get more and more 
intenSE: until a resolution 1s attained, whereupon they would dis
appear, or b) that Internat1-onal political issues wo~tJd app~ar 
in a burst of excl tement and then become pr')gre8s1 v,...: 'l less 
engaging until forgotten. 

7 
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Notice that ird~.ther case we are speaking of the 
interest invested in the pheno~enon; we are not referring to 
any "objective conditions" from which, having specified them, 
one could deduce the inclination of the curve. As in Technical 
Report No.1, we are, that is to say, talking about universal 
human routines of conflict-management and -resolution. 

It follows fro~ the above comments thdt the sine-
curve response,* if typical of all, or of so~e set of~ interna
tional political episodes, guarantees that beyond a certain 
threshold of intensity no issue can disappear Without having 
been recapitulated or reactivated at least once. It also fol-
10>-1s that no issues, beyond a certain level of intensity, will 
fail to decline in interest considerably and fairly suddenly 
after its first motion. We so hypothesize. (Guessing when a 
particular issue has reached its highest time and strength of 
the recapitulation, are of course practical problems, or at 
least theoretical problems of a different and more refined type 
than the ones under consideration here.) 

The obJection will now arise that we are talking about a 
E1~ of issues, about issues with differential life-spans, 
and about an undulating field of variables too numerous and 
ramified to ad~it of scientific analysis. If that were true, 
the general properties hypothesized above would be artifacts of 
a hopelessly over-deter~ined field of events; and the validity 
of any such hypothesis would quickly be destroyed by putting the 
particular issue back into its (caaotic) context. This is a 
serious objection. ~~t it is no more serious than it was for 
the astronomers a~.d physiologists in the early stages of their 
sciences. 

-l:-By choosing 'ept sodes' we have, to be sure, already selec
ted for events with sc~e dra~atic symmetry. Yet the shape of the 
curve, even within an episode-fra~ework, is not logically pre
determined by this fact; it remains an empirical question hOlf 

episodes manifest themselves. 
The tradition and realities of newspaper reporting do bias 

them in the direction of 'dramatization~ and a certain presen
tation of isslles. This means that we have a kind of artifact, 
Since it is n-:>t alto;:r,ether realistic to view issues as clearly 
separable or as cO'lling and. going in the fashion they do in the 
newspapers. At th~ same ti:'le it would have tl") be sald that 
statesmen, civ1l servants, and the attentive publIc have got 
used to thinkin~ of the issues that way too. ~·T')m R barp;8ining 
and negotiating perspect1ve (not to ~ention ideology), it 1s 
clear that everything depends on which issues are VIewed as 
"really separable" and whIch are viewed as "really insenarable"; 
hen~e, to the extent that we are dealIng with an artlfa~t it is 
very important (cultural) one. 
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For one thing, it may be said that the objection would 
become increasingly less serious if as a statistical matter 
it were found that most or all internatlonal political convul
sions exhibited histories described by a rough sine-curve and 
not by nu:nerous other descriptions which !:il"e eQua.lly likelYTn 
a::)stracto. ( This argu:nent 1s weakened 30mewhat by the practi
cal difficu:ties in isolating discrete is:ues.) 

The~e are two other answers to the objection. I} It 
::nay be that the ability of the hU'1lan mind to t?lerate, resolve, 
manage, and process information about intra-spGcies confli0t 
(especially deadly quarrels) pro7ides limits which will admit 
of scientific investigation regardless of the "objective" com
plexity and fluidity of politics. 2) Since every subjec.t-mat
ter that has proved scientifically amenable nas at one time or 
another been believed to be impenetrab~e, the only way to esta
blish whether issue-analysis in international politics is or is 
not such a subject-matter is to try to apply the scientific 
method to it and to fail. 

III. Gross Properties of the News Story Data 

Overall, the pro?erties of the news items are similar 
to those of the editorials. The amount and pro'1linency of the 
coverage is quite similar - which is hardly surprising, since 
the editorials are ~ITitten about tirely,ie., newsworthy, events. 

If we take total headline space (see graphs on 1'01-
lotring page) as a measure of promi nency, we notice thR teach 
issue tends to peak once, in a ra~her parabolic fashion. 
(Berlin exhibits a second, minor peak, but only several months 
after it had become a relatively dead isslle. ) 

On the assumption that we are.studylng properti1;:!; ~nd 
lilT.i ts of the human mind as it responds to cOClplex al1,j frlght
enin~ events in world politics, we migftt indeed expect a some
what different pattern in the news item data, Since edltorial 
interpretation leaves more freed"", to express psychological 
tral t3. And~ contrary to the h:nYJthesis ff)rmt~lated in the 
previous section, the news item data sugg~st that - at le~st 
as perceive1 and managed by the international polItical sys
tem ami the media - each major issue 1s uniconv-uls1 'Ie: Each 
event captures attention, mounts in serlonsTles~ {or elation}, 
reaches a cl~:nax of sub-fatal tension, and progressively loses 
attentlon.* 

*~'Jews rapportage 1s necessarily more closely b0l111.j to the 
progressive unfolding of external events than is edlt;cJ l'i3.l wri
ting--which helps explain tr.e difference between these curves 
and the ed1 torial pattern. (.3ee Footnote on Page 8). 
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The gross data on Berlin (see graphs following the 
follo~~ng page) tend also to disconfirm the h~potheses enun
ciated in connection with the editorial data. The numbe~ of 
news stories, like the headline space index, shown the one
peak pattern. Ihe amount of coverage (in column inches), on 
the other hand, shows a sustained interest over months: It 
is interesting that the average length of items on this issue 
approaches a flat curve. We might attribute this to the 
gravity of the Berlin confrontations, or we might hypothe
size more generally that crises in the international politi
cal system receive a routine treatment by the media (and the 
poli cy-makers }--they are either "in" or Ilout"; if "in" they 
receive the standard minimum attention; if "out" they receive 
more. 

The total space (total column inches) devoted to Berlin 
describes a much more erractic curve. This is the so .• to-speak 
seismographic record of the gravity of the issue in the eyes of 
the decisional elites. TI1ese data suggest the hypothesis: 
Crises in the international political system follow the unicon
vulsive pattern; and where, over time, they exhibit a poly
comrulsive pattern it is because they are separate "crises" 
which just happen to involve the same parties, places, or rhe
toric. 

The data on the Vienna Sum~t Conference (see following 
page) show a uni-convulsive pattern. It is of interest here 
that the average length of items on Vienna increased oonsis
tently up to the end of the conference. Since Vienna inc~eased 
and offered some hope of detente, we might interpret this as 
meaning that arousal of interest is more sustained and slol.;er 
when the bilateral confrontation threatens an amicable outco!:le. 
So we hypothesize that international-political incidents which 
promise to culminat~ in cooperation are characterized by a 
linear, positively inclined arousal curve. 

Yne Test Ban data--also a case of detente--present 
unique pr:>blems (see follow1n~~ p::J.>:;e). To wit, publicity on 
the progress of the partial test. ban negotlatio~ls sounded 9 

al~ost up until the initiallin~ of the Treaty in Moscow, rather 
pessimistic; and it was the del1berate pol1~y of the Kennedy 
Adrnlnistratlr)n to underplCl.Y or to keep sl l.cnce on the promise 
of 'lllicable solution. Our case study of this event established 
that this was· ... deliberate policy, the consequences of which 
are probably, as Pr~fessor Walton suggests, l~rgely determined 
by the follow1np; mechanisll: Disappointment (l:\Ck of closure) 
o,er esrlier, unfulfilled pro~lses of detente will inhibit new 
efforts; therefore, silence will facilitate new efforts. 
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'I'he sudden elevattor: of t:,,: curves in Augus-:, 196), is 
in large part attributable to "Che i",-O)j of information f·.:llow-
Ing Qany weeks of silence or a.'nbi{--;:"<'Ju~ r-t;.'.l'Jl~:-;. The Itave::o.ge 
length" curve reflects this clear~.·;. '.i."hat:. c, ... rves irdi:~ates 
furthermore that (hypothesi G) lr"'~i~ents Khi ch oro;nise a detente 
through a delibera.te systems-adapto.tl'm 07er time (cf. '3.--
detente brought about dramatlca.:.ly by the c!-~arisma of leaders 
::leetlng for a short "su:rrmlt :neetin;:;lt) are che.ractertzed by a 
!:>i-:':lOdel curve regls~erL'1,! an initial sur:~eJf !)?tir::.iS-.:J foll8·;{cd 
by a thought of pessimism follo .... ed by a str<J:1ger SU::'2;C of O?t:.
mism. 

Cuban Missile Crisis. (:·ib. The ner:,s item d[~ta re1Jo::,ted 
on here represent only the perlo(2) Oct. 1962 to )1. Oct.'19G2, 
that is, the intense phase or' the crisis.' ':.>e a.iffusion 0f t::e 
issue thereafter - e.g. tntQ questions of X.~:'O, 3er::.i!1, l'u.rkeJ, 
etc. - convinced us it would be advisable to confine o~~:-;elves 
to the intenslve phase of the crisis. We excluded, ~~rther
more, ter:ns involving third parties, in kee~)1n; with a ge:::era:-:' 
policy of concentrating on bilateral US-SU r(~lation~;). 7:.'1e 
'..,-raphs on the follo ..... ing page generally sup;,o:.'t the ';pea.f.:ing" 0r 
climax-closure theory that we have advancer:: :'e.::-aru::::" ':;"e '!":e;';';:; 
i terns. '="r.ls 1s cl~arest 1n th<; curv'e for "':'·.'I-~:i:·:'.;7·e ;.'"';~-::':.;'!. u 

'~ne Hea~er el evations in the "nu::loer of i "ten;:;" mVl "t.)T8.l. 
coluun inches" curyes are attributable entlr,~lv to '~:~,e :'ac't; t:.at 
thE: ratio of leng't;h!nu:nber of items ci'lange~ :.~n;l t.rc,_J.en1.::;:; of 
the lssue cccurrcd (r~sulting in more interp~etativ~ ar~lc18s 
and. new bacrl:gl'ound ari:;icles) after the firs..:: -,;eek 0:' tile cr1.
sis. 
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IV. ?1ndings and Special Hypotheses 

&1 torlal Data 

All Issues -- 3 Years. Using the ga~~a statistic* as a 
n~~-parametric test of our results, we founj the follo.nng rela
t~ons to be highly pr0bable (more than .:t.JJ ga:n:na). (Sp.e charts, 
next page.) 

1) Belief In the good intentions of the US varied 
inversely with trust of the SU (g=-.50). 2) The incidence of 
eXhortation in editorials varied indirectly with the incidence 
of abstract-logical thinking (g=-.J5). J) The incidence of con
crete-ad hoc thinking varied directly With exh0rtation (g-.J8). 
4} Exhortation varied directly ~.th "seriousness of threat to 
world peace" (g=.J6). 5) Concrete-ad hoc thinking varied directly 
with "seriousnese of thre8.t to world peace" (g=.J?).' 6) Incon
gruity varied directly with saliency (g=.59). And 7) saliency 
was also strongly related to "seriousness of threat" (g=.52).** 

Inter?retati~. The theoretical propositions to which 
support is lent by this analysis are: (a) People. who distrust 
other countries tend to believe their own country has good inten
tions toward the other (untrustwo~thy) country; or (a') pe0ple 
who believe in the good intentions of their own country t0ward 
a'1other country distrust the other country; or (a") countries 
are perceived by their own elites as having good intentions 
to;.;ard "adversaries" if and only if the "adversaries" are clearly 
perceived as being untrustworthy; or (a"') countries are per
ceived as untrustworthy if and only if their "adversaries" are 
perceived as having good intentions. 

(b) People ~~o ~a~e exhortatory statements are less able 
to think abstractly and logically; or (b') people who have not·
learned to think abstractly and logically are prone to eY~~rta
tlo'1. 

* \tie employ here the technique which Goodman and Kruskal term 
ga.:nrna, whi eh is a member of the class of proport1onate 
reduction-in-error statistics possessing the properties 
whIch, 'when appUed to !1ormally dIstributed variables tnter
'lally measured leads to the square of the Pearson Product
Xoment correlatIon, which represents proportion of variance 
accounted. We refer to that technique here:r.after as "the 
ga'lllTla statistic". See their ";·!easures of association for 
cross c,_assification3." J.Amer.Stat.Ass'n r voL 49, P. 7J2 
(1954) • 

**;hese terms were given operational definitions above so as to 
avoid the apparent ta~tologies and analytic solecis~s. 
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(-:) ?eople .. rho make exhortatory state-nents are p!'one to 
co~crete-ad hoc thl~~lng; or (c') people given to concrete-ad. 
!'loe thln~~ir:-: are aIs0 g-i'len to exr.ortation, 

(d) People express more exhortation when the worlj 
situation is grave; or (d') the world situation seems graver 
when the ~e1ia adopt a ~ore exhortatory style. 

(e) ii.r'l.en the world situation see:ns grave, pe0ple find 
it easier to cerform concrete-ad hoc thinking (and harder to 
think loglcaliy); or (e') people who are given to concrete-ad 
hoc thi~ing are more apt to view the world situation as grave. 

(f) Unexpected international-political events are highly 
likely to capture the attention of the average reader; or (f') the 
reader's attention is ~ost apt to focus on surprises (pleasant 
or unpleasant); or (f") the relation between these two variables 
is tautological. 

(g) 70e attention of the average rea:ier 1s very likely 
to fix on serious threats to world peace; or (gt) serious threats 
to world p€a~6 are what gets reader-attention. 

All Issues -- 1961. LThe comments here, for separate 
years, are limited to features of the data w.lich diverge so:ne
what from the characteristics already noted in the previous sub
section.] 1) We found a strong relation between distrust of the 
SU and belief in the good intentions of the US (g=-.96). 2) 
Exhortation varied indirectly vdth abstract-logical thinking 
(g=-. 38) and directly .... ;, th concrete th1n.1dng (g=. 49) and. directly 
with "seriousness of threat" (g-.55). J) "Seriousness of 
threat It varied indirectly with abstract-logical th1nk1ng (gwC..43) 
and directly with concr~te thinking (g=.53). 4) Saliency varied 
directly With 1ncongrJlty (g=.46) and with "se~lousness of 
threatlt (g=.T5). 
Interpretation. 'I'hese findings lend support to the :following 
theoretical proposit1ons: (aj The "adversary" can never be 
trusted where belief in the good intentions of one's own country 
1s unquestionable (ex: def.). (b) Polltical exhortatl rm is a 
behav10r lnstigatedl3y-percelved threats in the absence of an 
ability to use abstract-logical thought processes. {c} Per
ceived threats ~onopollze a pp.rson's attention and induce con
crete-ad hoc ~hou~ht processes. (d) Perceived threats are 
always rep;ardei IlS salient and deser..-ing of attention, ~nd are 
always seen as highly "concrete" (cf. evane~cent, sporadic, 
hyperbolic, ~ra~at1c, etc., pheromena). 

All Iss'les -- 196~. For 1962 and 196), only find1ngs 
different rro:~ ':hose of 1'~61 w1l1 be discussed. 1) fh'~ 'or
relation betw~en exhortation and concrete-thinking tv and 
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similar to, b~t slightly weaker than~ 1951. 2) The correlations 
between "seriousness of threat" and both a::'stract th1nklz:g and . 
concrete ttlr....'<1ng are stror...gp.r than in tn·3 1)61 data. :3) The 
correlat1ons between inconp:rulty a:1d. salie:1cy are also stronp.;er. 
4) The correlations between saliency and "se=10usness of threat" 
are weaker. 
Interpretation. Thinklngof 1961 as the yea:;:: or the Vienl'lf.l Su::n
mit Conference and the f1rst wave of the Derlln Cris1s our f1ndings 
raise the I-ollowing hypotheses: (;3.) The dee'Jer t:-le crisis, the 
less the effect ot e:x:.hor'tatio;-;. on tho'.lgr.'C p!:,.:>C";3S·~S. (a') :'he 
deeper toe crisis, the less lii{ely it wi:: 1 '::.e tha"; ;:on-lo.;.:;lca:i, 
thinking results in exhortation. (b) The dCdper tr:c crisis, the 
more directly perception of threat will af:ect thou~ht processes. 
(c) The deeper the crisis, the more d1rect:y ~~ll the surprise 
element affect the allocation of attention, ani v1ce versa" (d) 
Perceived "seriousness of threat" will have less of an effect cn 
the allocation of attention in the deeper c~is~s (perhaps as a 
result of the "numbing" effects of an on-going, honest-to-good
ness crisis). 

A.ll Issues -- J.961. 1) ~t!e found the :::-e2.atio,.s between 
cx!10rt8..t:!..?!1 ana (a) acstract thi::--,xi::1g, (b )::onc,rete thir~in~, and 
( c) .. s,:;:::-:o1..:.sr.;.;ss of t}-,reat" to 'De statistica::"l;-/ trl vial. 2) ?ne 
correlations between userioUsness of threa~" an::: tho'J.ght processes 
also turned out to be statistically trivia:. 1).rhe direct rela
tionship between incongruity and. saliency ,.;as ;UCfl stronger than 
1n either 196] or 1962. 4) The relatloLs between saliency and 
:->erlousness of threat proved to be statistically trivial. 
Inte~preta~ion~ Tn1nking of 1963 as a yea= or 1ct~nte and. of the 
SOr:lewhat unexpected signing of t~e Partial -::'est .2,an Treaty, our 
findln&s lend support to the follo~~ng t~eoretical pr~~0sitions. 
(a) In per~_vds of .ietente. the apparent c3.u33.l links between 
though~ processes, perceived threat, and cx::.ortatio::.. tend to 
dissolve. (b) Below some threshold, as per~eived threats are 
receding in intenSity, the emplo~ent of appropriate thought 
processes is determined less and less by the existence of such 
threats. (c) In periods of dete~te, incon~~o~s ~essages attract 
more attention than in times of cris1s beca~se the need for 
incongru1ty and novelty 1s !'lot othe~~se met by tne fantasy
er~iching crises arid threat:::>. (':l) Beyond $·,)::1e threshold, as the 
se=lousness of perceived th~eats :::-ecedes. ~~e allocation or 
attention is determined less and less by the presence of threats 
and i1lore attentloL is free to be invested in non-:ne~acing even'Cs 
and messages. 

3erl1n -- J Years. we fO'.lnd the to!. .. ::,.-:n:J; ~elationshlps 
to be sta~istically Significant: 1) D1strus~ of ~h8 Soviet Union 
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varied directly with oelief in tl:e goo:': ir.tent:ior!s of the US 
(g=~.93, for trust: intentio~11- 2) Aos~ract-logical thinking 
varied indir'e~tly Wit;:. ez.hortL;.tion (g=-.46). ~j) ':::xtlOrtat:ion 
varied dl.rectly wl-ch flseriousncss of th:::-8at" (;:;=.1~::/). 4) 
Abstract-logical tilinking -:ariej indirectly Wk th ";:;F.!r1ousness of 
threat" (g=-.46). 5) Serlous:less of th::-c:at va:r-1 c1 .i.Lrt::ctly with 
concrete-ad hoc thinking (g=.65). 6) Sn.iiency · ... &.r:.ed directly 
with incongruity (g=.40). And 7) Saliency varied d1rectly ld.th 
seriousness of threat (~.e4) • 
. Ir.tf:rpretatlon. T:1e!'ie flndin?;s lend SU)')():;~t to the: foJ lowin?; 
1;t.eoretical proposi tiyr.s: (8.):;:'he more -cl:e tlc':::"ver.;a.r.!" iT". SUS
peCl:, the ;::tore the motives of or .. ets o"n ':;(;1.J~t::'1.I ::;~;.:.:~:; -De vie-... ed 
o.:r. 1.,;.ni~p<3achable. Co)}11 gh e.rousal preV(..:r,t;3 a'::lstr;>;t-log-ica::" 
tr,inking. (e ) Perceived threats instig-::::.:;e exhorta:.:;:'.,on. Or (c') 
exhortation distorts perception of the ser~cu3~e~s of ex~ernal 
threats r And, sinct:; the aol11 ty to thin,: in aos"';r&ct-logical ways 
is lmpaired by exhortation (finding 2), ~he~ (d) t~e more seri
ously (alarmingly) the external threat ~s i:taginec -::;0 be, the 
less logical thi~(lng is available to fa3hion solu~ions to it. 
Or (e) the more seriol!sly the threat is perceived to be, 1;he 
morE: the responses to 1t are likely to be nroducts of concrete-
ad hoc thinking. (f) ::::lrprise is the key to atten:;lon. (g) 
Threat is the key to surprise, wherefore (e') the 8Aaggeratlon 
of threats is a relH.:::>le "lay t·') lceep up :!.m:;~rest" 

Cu~~- L962. 1) 7ne abQve-men~io~8d rela:;ions between 
e7~ortatlon ar.d thoug~t processes were c~sslmilar ~n thls case.* 
2) '::.'hE: relatl ~n bet .... ;een ex.'-1ortation anc. IIseriousness of threat 
to "[orld peace" is somewhat higher. 3) 7he relat;lons between 
"seriousness of threat- and thought process and saliency are 
higher. 
~!rpT'etation. T'ne Guban ;v;1ss11e Crlsi:':: ... as ob.jE:('."tlvel~r the 
most serio\.ls ~ncident of the Kenr.edy-Kr> .... shchev per:0:l. ':'hat 1s, 
-chere was m!)re overt behavior, ~s distinct :-rom ve~':)al dec lara
tior! a!1d .generalized .:1r.x:ie-cy, which poir;.t.ed. to vlo~ence or.: a 
l.s.re:;e scale. Cuba ..... '3.3 in the years Since ?iroshi~a-Nagasakl, 
the first crisis in ;-;:1icrl :;he attentive ;;ublic had :zrouna.s for 
fearing a nuclear incider.t within hours or d.ays. -

OUr findings here A.re thus 0:: special inc<;;rest. They 
support the i'ollowing proposi 'Cio':"ls: (a) Ir: deep in',,"'!r!'1ational
political crises, incre!:1en-cs of exhortation do not instigat<3 as 

* Concretization vias slightly more close".;.:/ associat·::1 with 
eY.hortation (g. 32, cf. .22), but abstrL;.ct 'chought 'd:"lS ffiuch 
nore strongly correla"Ced wi"'.:;h eYhortatio.: (:"-.46 oJ.ba, -.29 
Berlin). 
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Quch change in the direction of concretized thinking as at 
lo~er levels of crisis; (a') nor does the specificity-concreteness 
of a live crisis leave as much room for diffuse ey~ortations. 
(D) In deep international-political crisis, ey~ortation varies 
Ki th • .,hat an average citizen would guage to be the seriousness 
of the situation, whereas a~ lower le;els of crisis the media 
ar~ more apt to be urging the citi~en to alter his assessment of 
the threa.t. A corrolary to '~.his is (b') that the media may aban
don attempts to manipulate public opinion througL st:.ldent redef
initions-of-situation beyond some threshold of objective threat. 
(c) In deep crises the tendency toward concrete-ad hoc thinking 
is more closely tied to a "social" perception of the threat (ex. 
~., and because the threat ~o survival imposes more stronglY
and predictably a sub-panic mentality on people than do lower, 
more diffuse sorts of political crises c (d) The pre-emption of 
attentlon by the fear of cataclysm is instituted above some 
threshold of perceived threat; and (d') since most people most of 
the i;ime do not regard themselves as being in mortal danger, the 
higher levels of international crises are perceived as highly 
incongruous and "unreal," (d") with the consequence that people 
become more "Tilling, indeed more eager, to accept simple solu
tlOP.S and strong leaders to dispel the "unreality" and to 
reinstitute normal routines. 

l'e~t Ban -- 1)63. 1) As with the total data, trust of the 
SU and belief In the good intentions of the SU varied closely. 
2) The relations between neither (Eo.) exhortation and (b) thot'.ght 
processes, nor (c) seriousness of t:1reat and (d) thought processes 
were statistically Significant here. 3) The incongruity-aallency 
relation was rather high. And 4) the saliency-"seriousness of 
threat" relation was almost non-existent. 
Interpretation. Altho~gh our other data often do not provide a 
statistical re~lding on the 1ntenr.-trust relat ion, one would 
intuitively expect, as these data actually show,that (a) thoae 
who distrust the "adversary" do not attr1bute good intentions to 
him and (a') those who are suspicious of his intent10ns do not 
trust him. (b) At low levels of international-political crisis 
it 1s very difficult to manipulate thinking styles, and (b') the 
perceived (low threat) state of the international political sys
tem does not affect th1nking styles in any direction. ec) 
Reader attention can be kept even in the absence of high threat 
~essages, so long as the reported developments are viewed as 
"surprising." (d) At low levels of international-political 
c~lsiS, reader attention is not affected by divergencies in 
assessment of threat. 
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A21:::,ses -- 3 Yea;:-<" -- A~r)::;,:,-i:-s. For tw,:; correla
tlo~s ~e did not oj~aln rssults that ~e~~ s~a~istically slg
nificarr: w'ne::'e ~1e :::ib!"~' well have exp'~c-ced a stroc:,,; positive c.r 
negative relation. l} Intent of the S~ an::; .1nc (~llt ')f the US 
d1d not co-;:q r-:,r to a signi f1 cant degree. '~';,e· abse~:~e of a 
relation r.ere is ano:lalous because we 'L::.c~ ~,;et a fo.i!'ly consisten~ 
relatlor: tetween Trust nnd Intent els('w::ere. This !'esult 1s 
partly a-.:;tributable to a lar.::-e propor"Ci:::-~1 I)r' uncorjeable (Y) cases 
ilhe::-e Soviet intentions arc not discuss:~~ e:cplicit'..y but 8.1 e 
pro-Jabl::.- ;resU:led by the! rC:'tde;:- to be -::;_:.1: In othc:!, .... -or:',s. 7:he 
edi ~;o::,ialists ofte:. leave i ~ sort of va .<'-<£:::1 i::J.pll:: i ~ tl1at. iTS 
ir.tentlons a.re good and ~U int8ntlons a:'0 b;ld. In addition to 
uncodeability, the rea~on for this fir.j~n6 :s th~t. wnl1e US 
and Sli ~o:i int;en!;l,:ms do covary, all tr-.e b"d inte:-~~ions are 
attrib:l~to the Soviets, which is to :::~y-'that there 1s a strong 
indire~t relation betiieen US-3U bad lnte:'1tions. '.i.-has, by separ
ating -::he t,,-o types of lntentlonswe ge~ a result ::l3.t f1 ts the 
cotn.'ilon-sense expF~ctatlon that percel'.red intent!.on~ of Self 
will not C-8 unrespo!'lsive to perceived i!:.tentlons of Adversary. 

2) :'he otr:er fln'Un2: ",i11ch 1s coY:si stently :'.::.o:ualous is 
the relation betxee~ US and SU caOper3&~¥e::.ess. A?~1n. there 
are many c:.ncodeable cases, ::>ni especial::"v _~Ol' the :;S when the SU 
is seen as ~ncoopera.tive. Ani, e_s in t::e p::.'eviouG anomaly, we 
may ir.-':;e!'"p!'et !;his as stemmin~ from a !",~:'.ls'~l to v:.ew one's 0",'l1 

country as "uncoope!'"8.1::ive" ur.der any ci~'c1.:::ustauces. 

~eHs Ite':!s 

~1e sta'tlstical Rnalysis of news items are designed to 
test several hypo~hese on all tr.e data far all three years. 

1. :t 'flas h:lP:)thes~::ei ,::hat ?er-::,p7,~._on of c()-::~::on values 
· .... o,.lld e1'""::3o.:::.;e the l::lprcssio::: of SD OOOp('::'8ti veness. ,,;:.rustworthi
ness, ar.i ~od In:ent:lons (or that the f:::~aricement of these 
atti tudes would resaL; 1 n the perception 0:: common -.ralues). T'ne 
hypothesis was testeciby co:relutlng "co::.:non values" With 
"coopera~l.,.eness SU," with litl-,lst Sli," Et!1d with ItI!:tE'ntlon SU." 
It was S'lJ!,!,C'rted by t:1e analys1 S Fit a re::al"kably high level of 
confidence (E,=.84, .7:', and .bl). 

~. It ;-;as ?1y";>othe!7)1zed that t;3 In:'e!1t1o1:S ~1.~e alwaJ."s 
seen a.~ ~ood an,,- our 'Cl'"nstworthincss as hi;:" wh<..'rl''::s ou.r Will-
1ngr~es..s to cooperate :.;1 th the SU 1s CO!1::'::' r:~,mt or: ::2:] intentions 
and ccop_9rati veness. Th1s was tested by '~J:"re~latl r.:; "coopera
tiveness ~:3" w~th "Int-entlc::s sun and ,::1 :t. "~oc)peru7.1veness SUo It 
'::he hypo~hesls ~ms ~lcarly supported bj' ~h€. .:;,~ '-.;lstical analysis 
(g=.55 a:::l .61). 
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J. It ';'las h:IPothesized that strong feelin~s of trust, 
lSood intentions, etc., Will be more easily evoked when lssue
simplicity 1s high. This Has tested by correlating ti s 1mpl1clty " 
id. th "trust SU .. and with "Intentions SU." rhe inverse relat10n 
8etween t~Jst and s!~pliclty was supported (g=-.J3), but that 
betl'leen Simplicity ani intentions was not (g=-.ll). 

4. It was hypothesized that the US is perceived was 
behaving very consistently, whereas the SU is perceived as 
shifting its positions. Thus, a rise in the feeling of shared 
values would have to be attributed to the SUts coming around to 
the US point of view; or, activity (chan~e of posltior.} = incon
gruity (instigated by SU). This was tested by relating "common 
values" to "incongruity.1t However, the statistical analysis 
revealed that there was no relation at all between these vari
ables (g=-.o4). 

5. It was hypothesized that incongruity would be nega
tively related to the ser10usness of threat to world peace -
this on the supposition that the adversary stereotypy would be 
upset if the SU were to change position by making a peaceful 
overature. To test thiS, "incongruity" was related to "serious
ness of threat". 1'his hypothesis was not supported (g:=.48). 
What was supported, thcugh, 1s the counter-hypothesis, which says 
that even where thez,' expect hostile behavior, people view serious 
threats to world peace as incongruous (disorganizing). 

6. It ~ms hypothesized that serious threats to world 
peace would conSistently be viewed as being highly sal1er.·c or 
att.ention-worthy. :;::'1iS was tested by relating "saliency" .'lnd 
"seriousness of threat. tI The hypotheSiS was supported ver' 
strongly (g=.75). 

7. It was h~Tothesized that serious threats to world 
peace would tend to elicit more concrete, ad hoc thought pro
cesses ;lnd styles. This was tested by relating "concreteness" 
and "se::-iousness of threat." The hypothesis was strongly sup
ported (g=. 6). 

3. It was hypothesized that thinking would become more 
concretized as issues ca~e to be cast more simply. Thus "con
creteness" and "1ssues s1mplicity" were rel9.ted. The hypotheSiS 
was stron,g'ly supported (g-=.60). 

9. It was hypothesized that serious threats to world 
peace would induce people to view the issues more Simply. So 
"seriousness of threat" was related to "issue simplicity." The 
hypothesiS was supported moderately (g=.J6). 
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10. It is perhaps su~erfluous to add that the direction 
of t:1e causali ty ~o.n.'1~t be determined by our present l"'l~thods. 
ro some extent, corr..:aon-sense qrgues that one tiirection is n:ore 
plausible than ntlot.her, ~, that it would sound plausible to 
say that threats to world peace cause people to simplify the 
i ssue3, qnj 1m:;>laus1 ele to sa~r that; simp11 fylng issues causes 
1r;ternatlor:3l poll tical crIses. 'rhere 1s also the possibility 
tho.t so~e of these variables are n~t causally linked at all, but 
'1re insep'::lrable aspects of a single phenomenon or conco:ni taut 
sY:lptO::lS of an underlying syndrome. For deter:ninations of th1s 
order, however, we must await c~rtain refinements o!' technique 
and further e:npirlcal researches. 

News Ite~s: Crisis-Conciliation Breakdown 

A ~~rther statistical analysis was performed on the news 
ite:n data grouped according to crisis and conciliation condi
tions. [hat is, the data on the Cuban :<Iiss11e Crisis and on the 
~ost intense phase of the Serlin crisis were taken together as a 
c::.-is1::; co!vii tlon and were cOllpared with the joint data for the 
Part1al .i'e~t L~n Treaty and the Vienna $ullmit Meeting. 

"tie shall co~:nent here on signtficant t1ifferences revf'aled 
by cOT-paring thef:e two conditions, and secondly on relp.tions that 
remained si~llar under both conditions. 

Shift cases.7rle rl'!lation between "Simplification of 
issues" :u:d both a) Soviet intentions and b) trust in the Sov1.ets 
differed considerably in the two conditi~ns. (See Crisis-Con
cl1iatio~ chart, follo~~ng p~ge.) This finding clearly indicates 
that definite trust ~r distrust of the Soviet Union was asso
ciated r;ith s1mpl1f1Citlon of is·sues. Sinplificatiol1 was, how
ever, associated with ~he attribution of bad intentions to the 
Soviets without being significantly assocIated with belief in 
their ~ood or anomalous intentions. To account for this find
ing \'Ie ",~10uld have to theor! ze that the trust in th1s case was 
what we elsewhere refer to as powp-r-based-assurance, or was 
based 0n the perception of some "objective" conditions other than 
;;;ood intentions. In other wordS, the (recent) adversary cannot 
be per;ui tteri to h'lve good intentions; or if he is credited t.'1. th 
~n~~ intentions. they are not a discerr.abl~tor in the ri~ 
1 n t ~ust. The very fnct of such a d1 scriminatlon ( between trust 
~ni intention) su~gests the presence of very strong prOjection 
ani stereotypy. 

The moderate association (g=:. )8) between simpl1fication 
Hnd con(~retlzed th1nk1ng in the crisiS condition is strena;ther.ed 
(~on51dcr'.1bly in conciliation phases. Thin rather su;r,t':~~s ~~that 
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(:;U::loers refer to ga!:l.:na statist:.cs, explained in the 
footnote at the beginning of trt:s section; variables 
in the left :nargin are taken froT. the con-:ent ana
lys1s for~ats, attached as AppenQlces I & II.) 

Sinplificatlon/Trust SU 
Simplification/Intention SU 
Simplification/Concr.Thoft 

Co~~on Values/Incongruity 
Common Values/Trust su 
Common Values/Coop.US 

Serious Tnreat/lncon~~lty 
Serious 7hreat/Saliency 
Serious Threat/Concr.7no't 

Coop. US/Coop SU 

Com:non Values/Coop.3U 
COi:lm,)n Valuea/lntention SU 
Coop. US/Intention SD 
Serious 'Ynreat/Simplificatlon 

-.491 
-.423 
.)2; 

-.450 
.802 
.919 

:.n 

.636 

.92() 

.646 

.868 

.905 

.792 

.566 

.562 

Conciliation ?hI13'~ 

.429 
-.175 

.584 

.078 

.478 

.704 

.307 

.692 

.430 

.563 

.921 

.772 

.597 

.615 
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both sl:npllflcation ani concrc:: thought t.end to cli;:;lr.ish as the 
crIS1s ~en~a11ty a~a~e3. 

"Com:non values" was significantly (negat1vc::'y) correla
ted ~rith incongru1ty and very strongly ~n~h trust in the U.S., 
in the crisis conditio::1. Btl.t both of these a.ssociations were 
dramatically weakened in conciliation phases. ?nis :neans that the 
assertion of co~~on values is not perceived as star~lingly novel 
during crisis pprlo1s; and thus (since by ~0~initio~ a crisis 
,,;ould be a time in w~ich Co::r:llon values Hc:,'e :m'o::'1er~2;d) the sense 
of i ncongrui ty is ne~a:;i vE;ly associated ' .... i trL the F-ssertion o:~ 
C017i:non values. Like...nse, when common va-~'.:e8 are seen as i.:l:lost 
absent, ~heir absence is lir~ed with a jlstrus~:ul uttitude 
tOi'la:::-d t.he Soviets. ':'rle i'Teakenlng of the associa~ion of cO::':1on 
va:ues with U.S. cooperativeness (g=.9lq ~o .704) is ~urther 
evidence of our afore-:'<3ntioned hypothesis, :.nat U.S. cooperative ... 
ness is perceived as being more or less constan~, s~ch that 
other factors vary around it as a basing paint. 

Tne very stro~g correlation betw~en Soviet ~nd ~neric~~ 
~ 'J.n ),~ooperati veness in crisiS periods re::i 1;S so:)e~.;h8.t in detente 
p:1ases. :mat sug;::esr;s once again that Sov::'e"\;-k'eriGan cooperation 
;j.isposi~ions are ps:allel only when both Cl::'e absent, anl ti1a~ l,;. S. 
cooperativeness tends to be seen as a cons~ant. 

The associatior. of i~congrulty, salisncy, and concretized 
~hought '"'lith Ilser10usness of threat to w')rld peace" was very 
strong in the criSis condition. All these corre:~tions were less 
strong in the conci:iati~n condition. Toe association of "seri
ous threat" \.n. th sa~iency Kas unusually s~rong in coth cases, 
especially the cr~sis condition. (With r;he dete~te data, this 
:.:eans that: a very few instances of serious ~hre3.t a::.-e highly 
correlated with a ver-I fe-..; instances of :.>alier:.cy). These findinl:!:s 
de-aonst.rate once G.gain ~l1eablli ty of a perceived cr:"sis to .~apt:ure 
att~ntion, provide ~07el~y, and galvanize the think_ng of o~ser
vers and participaT'.:;s. 

Xo-shift Cases. Four of our significant correlations 
remained very nearly ';:;he S£l.::r:e under both condl tlo~s. rfhe associa
tions of common val~es "nti-! both coopera~i'leness of the S.U. and 
with Soviet tnten-tio!:::> 'h'BS strong for crisis an:] cO!1cillacion. 
This reinforces oar earller the01.~izinp, t:13X a perceotion of shared 
intere3ts turned. al::'03t entirely on (perceiv"!d) changes in Soviet 
uttitndes and behavior. The next correlation, U.S. cooperative
ness with Soviet intc::1tions (g=.566 to .597) illustrates exactly 
this pOint. 

It is also 0:': interest that ft seriOl':' . .;n-':::3 of threat" ..,as 
associated with simplification of issu~s at a'OOQ~ the same level 
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in both conditions. Alo~g with the f1ndings discussed at the 
beginning of this section, that suggests a close causal connec
tion between simplification and the other atrributes of politi
cal crises. 

v. Conclusions 

The richness of a content analysis involvin ~ho·J.sands 
01' separate ratings and quali tati ve judgments can scarcely be 
exaggerated. Even though we limited ourselves to a single news
paper and to a period (1961-63) during which the major Soviet 
and American decislon-~akers remained the sa~e, the number of 
possible interpretatlons and hypotheses suggested by our data is 
vast indeed. We h~ve confined ourselves therefore to an assess
ment of the findings, so to speak, rather than to a compendium of 
all the findings and all the possible l~plications thereof. ~~at 
follows in this section is a selection of findings and hypotheses, 
a selection based on our assessment of their relevancy to the cur
rent issues of soclal research and to the i!1terests of the U.S • 
. I\r:ns Control &: Disarmament Agency. 

Findius:<s and hypotheses (or "interpretations tl ) are ordered 
below in a way·· that reveals something like a coherent theory not 
enti:::oely obvious from the previous sections (see our Final 
Report for the expl1ci t statement of this p:::ooto-theory). 

Findings 

1. An exceedin~2y strong correlation was found between 
belief in the good intentions of the US and distrust of the SUo 

2. me relation between perceived co'11:::on values anj 
co~peratlve behavior by the 30viets~ns exceedingly stron~. 

J. T.'1e relation bet':ieen perceived CO'UIDon values and trust 
of the SU was found to be exceedingly strong. 

If. A remarkably strong relRtion was discovered between 
perceived CO~llon values and the good intentions of the SUo 

5. Str0n~ relations were foun1 between perceived U.S. 
cooperativeness and both Soviet cooperativeness and Soviet inten
tl"ns. 

6. Stron~ correlations were found be~w~en issue-saliency 
~nl perception of a serious threat to world peace. 
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7. A strong relationwa~ found between saliency and 
incongrui ty. 

8. Strong relatione were found between concrete-ad hoc 
thinking and perceived seriousness of threat. 

9. Concrete-ad hoc thinkingwastound to be strongly 
related to issue-simplicity. 

10. Fir:;) correlations ~'lere· discovered between concrete-ad 
hoc thinking and both e~~ortatoriness and perceived seriousness 
of threat to lmrld peace. 

11. A fiI'!Il relation 1'ras found bet"l-Teen exhortatorir:ess 
and seriousness of threat. 

1.2. Strong correlations Here foun':l between saliency, 
incongruity, an~ seriousness of threat to world peace during a 
time of deep crisiS (CUba). 

13. Strong correlations were founi between incongruity 
and saliency during a period of detente (Partial rest Ban Treaty). 

ll;., The relation between,'saliency am seriousness of 
threat was found to be weaker, though still significant, during 
deep criSis. . 

15. A ~oderate correlation was found between issue-sim
plicity and distrust. 

16. The relation between issue-si::Iplicity and seriousness 
of threat was moderate. 

17. Seriousness of thrent did not correlate wi~h abstract 
or concrete thought processes during a ti~e of detente. 

18. Longitudinal analysis nhowed that the standard pat
tern 0f er1itori3.1s on the same iSGue is described by a slightly 
negatively inclined curve representing the average length of the 
editorial by the week or month. 

19. Longi tuci1nal analysis showed t~at the prominency wi th 
Nhich editorials are displayed tnnds to describe a Sine-curve. 

20. Different meesures of the editorials and news stories 
revealed either a uni-convulsive (one-peak) pattern or a bimodal 
curve with major and ~inor peaks; with det~nt~ events, the major 
peak arrived last, and with deep crises the ~~jor peak came first. 
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21. A special analysis of crisis and conciliation data 
revealed significant shifts (under those two conditions~ of the 
correlations betrleen simpll!'ication of issues and a) Soviet 
1 ntentlons and b) trust i n tj~e So'riets; between simpli ~ication 
of iEsues and concrete thinking; between common values and a} 
incongruity, b} trust in the U.S., anr! c} U.S. Cooperativeness; 
anj betwee~ "seriousness of threat to world peace" and a) incon
g~~ity,b) saliency, and c) concrete thinking. 

22. The special crisis-conciliation analysis revealed no 
sh1ft (under t~ese two conditions) in the correlations between 
common values and a) S.U. cooperativeness and b) S.U. intentions; 
between U.S. cooperativeness and S.U. intentions; and between 
"seriousness of threat" and Simplification of issues. 

Hypotheses* 

1. Reported threats to world peace al~~ys get attention 
and are therefore beneficial to the interest::; of news :nedia and 
decision-c:!.aking elites in need of support. 

2. Serious threats to ~lOrld peace, concretized thinking, 
and s~mplificatlon of issues are very strongly associated, such 
that tLe introduction of anyone of the'll will produce the others, 
and lntn them an adversary-crisis milieu. 

3. Perception of values common to both adversaries will 
lead to more cooperative and tnlstlng attitudes and will enhance 
belief in the good intentions of the adversary. Anyone of these 
factors may itself produce the au~a of common values. 

4. 'The position of Self tends to be viewed as constcnt, 
such that chan~es in the perception of Adversary, as more coop
erati ve or better intentl':mei, happen only when Adversary chan;stos 
position. 

5. Issue-saliency, lncongrui ty, aWl seriousness of thre(';\.t 
to li'Orld peace are closely associated because surpr1se brings 
issues to the fore~on' of attention, and because threats are 
almost always experienced as salient and surprising ("shocking lf ). 

* As this study wap beln; concluded the author's attention was 
drawn to an excellent review of the question of news management 
of international political events: see Einar Oestgaard, "Factors 
.influencing the Flow o:~ ~eWstt' Journal of Pea~e Research, :-10. l~ 
1965, p. J9. Oestgaard reaches very Similar c·)n t:; insions (p. 55) 
to ours on the ~atter of the saliency and exaggeration of conflicts. 
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6. In ~eep crises there is less e~~ortation.and a level
ing-off of issue-saliency because of the "nu:rlbing" effect of high 
and protracted arousal. 

7. D~ring detente phases, the relation between saliency 
and incongruity is higher because of a "brea~hless" expectation 
of international amity. 

8. Reported threats to ,wrld peac8 affect thought pro
cesses less in times of detente or deep crisis because of the 
"sobering" or ":..'elaxing" qualities of extrec.e situations. 

9. Arousal during detente phases 1s slower than during 
crises, is progres~ive, and unl-convulsive; except in protracted 
detentes when the pattern tends toward an opti=dsm-pessimism 
sine-curve, due to the ~oubts and fears that arIse during lulls. 

10. Arousal in deep crises is bi-~odal, With a sharp 
alarm-reaction, a lull, and a weaker recapitulation-reaction 
in that order. 

11. Comparing conciliation phases with deep crises, it 
would appear that the adversary was conceived t)f in highly 
stereotype~ terns, that the as~urance exhibitei in ~oncillation 
phases was "power-based-assurance," and that a so-to-speak "all 
or nothing" attitude characterized the trust~orthiness of the 
Soviets. 
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Appendix 1: Content ~~alysis For~at for Editorials and Letters
to-the-Editor (~ch ab~rebiated) 

Newspr Date 9a~e ___ Case Length Position' 
No. Paragraphs Xo. Sentences '----
1) Writer quotes-opinion or interpretation o~ another --A} Soviet 
of~lcial; B) U.S. offi~l~l; C) oth~r official; ~) Soviet non
official; E) U.S. non-official; F) other; G) approvingly; H) 
disapprovingly; 
2) Writer's attl:ude toward present U.S. policy vis a vis the S.U. 
is -- A) positi7e; 3} negative; y) 
J) flriter's attltuje toward present S.U. pollc:.- towp.r1 the U.S. is-
A) positive; B} negative; ~) 
4) Wri~er suggests that U.S. policy toward SU is -- A) well
inte~tioned; B) ill-intentioned; C) indifferent; Y) 
5} Writer suggests that S.;). policy t0ward U.S. is ~- A) well
intentioned; B) ill-in:ent10ned; C) ind1fferent; Y) 
6) Co:nmon or shared values between the U.S. and S.U. are 
A) asserted; 3) denied; 1) 
7) To what extent are two or more sides of the issue d1sc~ssed by 
the writer? A) hardly a~ all; B) a little; ~) quite a, lot; D) 
enensi vely. 
8) ~c what degree is a tr~sting attitude expressed toward the U.S.? 
A) a lot; B) so=e; C) so=e distrust; ~) lots of distr~st; Y) 
9) ~o ~~at degree is a t~sting attlt~de expressed toward the S.U.? 
A) a lot; B) SOT-e; C) so::.e distrust; ;» lots of 'listrust; Y) 

10) :'!ake a judpent abou t t~e level 0 f exhorti tori ness , strl j e~cy, 
urgency, moral urgency~ etc., in this item -- A) high; B) fairly 
h1gh; C) fairly low; D) l~w; E) virtually absent. 

11) A::ount of abstract argu:nentation and reasonln~ employed -- A) 
extensive; 3) sry~e; C) a 11ttl9; D) practically none. 

12) A::"unt of concrE:te, (to f10C, and analoglc ar~:!i.,:mtatlon e'!/ployed 
-- A) extensive; B} so~e; ~) a little; D) prac~ically none. 

1) Dispositions toward co~perat1ve behavior and dttltudes o~ the 
part of the U.S. are see~. as -- A) high; B) low; C) uncha.'1ged; Y) 

14) DIsp0s1 t!.O'1S t"ward cf)operatlve beha"lior an':l stt1 tudes on the 
part of the S.U. are s~e~ as -- A} hIgh; B) lo~; C) unchar~ed; Y) 

15) l'he economlccapd.lJil1!;1~s of the S.U. are percelvec as A) 
higher; B) lower; C) unchan~ed; y) 

16) The economic capabI1i<;les of the U.S. arc perceived as A) 
higher; B) lower; C, u~changed; y} 

17) The mil1ta.ry capaol:"1t;ies of trH~ 3.U. are perceive:) as A) 
higher; B) lower; C) uncnanged; Y) 

18) The !llil1tary caIJ~bll1r;les of the U.S. are perceiiTed as A) 
higher; B) lower; C) 4n~han~ed; y) 

19) The level of activIty by the SU 1s seen as -- A} high; B) moder
ately high; C) :noderate17 low; D) low; Y) 

20) Ihs level of activl<;y by the U.S. 1s seen c,~ -- A) high; B} mod
erately high; C) moder<3.tely low: D) low; .y) 

21) The level of (personal and organ1zational) sk1ll .,r c':l"!lpetence 
1n the Soviet pol1tical system is seen as --A) high. B) ::loder-
atel:! high; C) moderately low; D) low; Y) 
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22) The level of (personal and organizational) skill in the u.s. 
political syste~ is seen as -- A) high; B) mod~rately hl~h; C) 
moderately low; D) low; y} 
23) The main. source of threats to internat~ons.l '(>'3ace is seen as 
-- A) the S.J.; 3) the S.U. and U.S. togetner; C) the S.U. and 
3d. party; D} the U.S.; E) the U.S. and 3d party; F) a spec,"f1ed 
Jd. party; G) an unspecified 3d party; Y) 
24) The wrl ter eApressly desires '::lore 1nformation about the topic 
-- A) yes; E) no; Y) 
25) The wrl ter See:ns to feel that the news m~j1<a are .,; ... A) h~<l:Shly 
reliable; 3) fairly reliable; C) occaSionall.y rel1a,ble; D)qUl te 
unreliable; Y) 
26) Nu:nber o~ strong verbs ____ _ 
27) Number of weak verbs • 
28) Ratio of strong to weak verbs ____ _ 

1) Dr~atizat1on by way of personalization is 
~1 1 2 3 4 5 to 

11) Degree of IS3ue si:nplicity and specificity 1s 
Hi 1 2 3 4 5 Lo 

ill) Concreteness of s~bols is --
Hi 1 2 3 4 5 10 

i v) I:'lcongrul ty of event is 
HI 1 2 3 4 5 Lo 

v) Personal relevance -- probabllity of intrusion into the 
consciousness ('of ann private life of the aver~ge adult -_ 

~i 1 2 J 4 5 10 
vi) Serious of threat to world peace 

Hi 1 2 J 4 5 La 
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Appendix 2: Fonat for Content Analys1s of News Stories 
(much abbreviated) 

Nwspr. Date Page Gase - Coder-
U;ote: the six-point scales should be interpreted ':'""t':""h-u-s-:-"!"'l--J 

-goes fro'll high to low .relevancyon factor one; 4-6 goes frornlolf 
to high relevancy on fact0r tw~.) 
1 ) Give your i::lpression as to theml'!lber of sides of theques
tlon presented by this news item -- A) one; B) two; C} more than 

. tW'o; Y) -
2) The general impression is that the disposition of the US is 
to be -- cooperative tow~rd Su uncoooerative toward SU 

1 2 3 (Y) 4 . 5 6 
J) The g~neral impression 1s that the disposition of the SU is 
to be -- cooperative toward US uncooperative to US 

1 2 J (Y) 4 5 f, 
4) The overall impression is that US intentions towarj the S~ 
are positive negat1ve 

1 2 J (Y) 4 5 6 
5) The overall i~presslon 1s that SU 1ntentions towar1 the US 
are positive negative 

1 2 J (Y) 4 5 6 
6) Tne overall effect of the item is to port::-ay the SU as 

tr~stworthy untrustworthy 
1 2 J (Y) 4 5 6 

7) The overa:i.l effect of the ite:!: 1s to portray the US as 
trustworthy untrustworthy 

1 2 J (Y) 4 5 6 
8) AllUSions to CO!ll:!lon values between the SU and the US are 

present absent 
1 2 J 456 

9) Threats to L:.ternational peace are reported as cO::llng fro!Il 
AJ the SUi B) the SU and US together; C} the SU and 3d party; 
D} the US; E) the US and Jd party; F) a specified )d party; G) 
a~ unspecified 31 party; Y) 

10) Acts or opir~ons are attribu~ed to the U.S. administration. 
A} Yes 3) :~o 

11) Acts or opinions are atributed to other US off1cials. 
A) Yes B) No 

12) Actc or opinions are attribute~ to So~iet offic1a1s. 
A) Yes 3) No 

13) Page on which the lte~ first appears • 
14.) Q'...ladrant of tho page: A) NE B} !:W cl SE D) S'rl 
15} ~easure the deoth of the t1eadl1ne 
16} tfumber of columns covere1 by the ~h-e-a~1~1~i-n-e----- • 
17) Nu~ber of co1umn-1nches of text, 1ncl. cont1nuRtions and pic-
tures but not continuation headl1~es • 

:Jote presence and degree of following factors: :;£ED INFOR.'iA-
IION !<:£DIA RELIABILI'n __ DIVEnGE:-JT PUBLIC OPINION ____ _ 
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• 

E-lo4 

EXHORTATION, ________ sU/Us ECONOMIC POWER ___ -=~=-SU/US MILITARY 
POWER SU/US SKILL SU/US ACTIVITY LEVEL ____ 
Supple::Ient: 

i) Dramatization by way of personalization is: 
Hi 1- 2- 3- 4- 5- La 

ii) Degree of issue specificity and simplic1 ty: 
Hi 1 2 J 4 5 Lo 

ill) Concreteness of symbols and referents: 
Hi 1 2 J 4 5 10 

iV) IncongrJity of event: 
Hi 1 2 J 4 5 Lo 

v) Personal relevance -- probability of intrusion into the 
consciousness and private life of the average adult: 

Hi 1 2 3 4 5 Lo 
vi) Seriousness of threat to world peace: 

H112J45Lo 
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