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1215: The Army, briefed on this situation, agrees to exert pressure on the
LII Army Corps so that the 2324 Infantry Division will occupy terri
tQ the rorth.

-

- : 1255: The 3d Panzer Division reports that 17 Soviet tanks have veached Ri
| ; 258.5, and more tanks, with motorized infantry, are on the way from
« ‘ ' _ Novenkoye. 1he Corps Commander orders the division to use antitank
Y ' T weapons and units cf the 39°th _Regiment to hold Hills 285. 5 and 247

: : as a left cornerstone for the Corps.
~— The Corps Commander's suggpst1on to his staff that the German line !
withdrawn behind the ravires west of Verkhopenoye for the sake of ¢!
thrust to the north seems too risky to the Chief of Staff, since po:

o Cenme e : sion of commanding Hill 258.5 would afford the enemy an opportunity
B° R e o P 'c make a danqerous thrust inte the deep flank and the rear supply rou
A o7 o & of the Corps.” Also, the 332d Infantry .Division; judged By prev1ous

’ ERTHENPRE I LEa ~® .7 “experience, will not be able to retake the hill in an attack.

-The only withdrawal approved is that of the 3d Reconnaissance Batta1
~which is in -the area of Hil1l 247.0, under fire from the rear f om er
.. tanks deployed in the Tolstoye Woods. This battalion will move beh
= Kubasovskiy, since Hill 247.0 does not appear to be necessary for i
= defense of the Corps flank. The Army reports that the 332d Divisio

S 2 ceels ot ena already north of Berezovka, heading north. - It is hoped that units .
“\ : ' N © _° the 394th Infantry Reg1ment can hold Hill 258.5 unt11 elements of t!

W ; . R 332d Infantry Division arrive.

1330:  On the whole, the picture emerges in the view of the Corps Staff th:

: : ; ‘ ‘are preparing for an attack against an opponent who at the same tim

Sy RN G § ~o o getting ready to launch a broad attack himself on the entive front«
PR P ~ the II SS Panzer Corps and the XLVIII Panzer Corps.

e ; - — The Corps Commander sticks to his decision to attack at 1500. He wi

T§ ; : to 1nf11ct a decisive defeat on this enemy who is planning to take -

i R offensive adainst our thrust to the Psel River.

-1350: Corps order to ail: attack will begin at 1500.

1430: Some 40 Soviet tanks take Hill 258.% and advance east. A battalion
the 394th Rifle Reg1ment of the 3d Panzer Division is quickly dispa
to the area, but it is surprised while getting into position and it
position is penetrated. Verhopenoye and the hills to the west are
already under tank fire. A1l that is left is a small AA barrier.
this decisive moment radic communications with the 3d Panzer Divisi
are broken. The division commander, Generalleutnant Westhofen, rec
nizing the great threat to the Corps's rear communications line, de
on his own to abandon the planned attack to the north and turns his
sion to the west and southwest. The Panzer Regiment attacks the en
forces advancing to the east.

o ; 1445: Communications with the 3d Panzer Division are reestablished. The

: P Commander endorses the decision made by the commander of the 3d Pan

E "~ Division and cancels the entire Corps attack to the north, divertin

GDPG Division's panzer br\gade to advance on Hill 258.5.

. : — The Army Commander, receiving a report on this decision, concurs fu

.« RN that the Corps must first secure its positions in the rear before i
M : , , advarce further to the north.

: 1450: Corps orders: The GDPG Division will send. the panzer brigade south
‘ immediately, in the direction of Hill 258.5.
-~ The 3d Panzer Division is to pull out all units scheduled to be rel
and comit them northwest of Verkhopenoye for a frontal thrust agai
255.8. In the course of the night the GDPG Divisien is to take ovd

-,
T S

\ ; ‘ . .. sector from the ravine west of the Malinovoye Woods to south of Kal
\ . . . tarting now it will begin advancing its tanks in an enveloping ma]
N ; ) toward Hill 258.5. Another task force of the GDPG Division is to

v

ready to follow the Panzer bricade.

1500:~ The 11th Panzer Division is alerted that the attack to the north af
has been called off.
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- 1700:

. 1745:

1515:

1530:

-

The 11th Panzer Division is ordered to shift to defansb in the sector
now held. .
— Heavy enemy concentrations ave reported at Kalinovka.

The 11th Panzer Division commander asks permission to retreat to the
old defense Vipe 227.0-235.9-248.3 in order to organize a better
defense. The Corps Commander agrees. ,

~The Corps formations which have been thoroughly mixed up by the reliefs
that have been planned, have to be put in order, and this will take
some time.

— The Commander of the 122d Artillery Group is ordered to support the
defense of the northern sector with one gun battalion and a mortar bat-
~tery and to commit the 1ight field howitzer battalion and a mortar bat-
“tery’ to the west, in support of the 3d Panzer Divisiom,e o

 —The reinforced Panther Br1gade attacks from Novose]ovka toward Vérkhope—;f

noye. . 5

‘The LII Corps announces that the enemy i$ attacklng the entire Corps
front.. The 332d Infantry Division, which was supposed to head north,
apparently has been pinned down in front and on its flank. Berezovka
is still in German hands. The recomnaissance battaiion of the 3324

Infantry Division is still at 237.6, on the road north of Berezovka.:
The enemy is advancing west of there with tanks and strong infantry
foreces via Dolgiy toward Chapayev-Rakovo. South of the Pena, at Mikhay-
lovka, Soviet infantry have made a breakthrough. At the western edge
of Cherkasskoye the 332d Infantry Division is taking up defense posi-
tions. :Soviet forces have broken through CD Grenadier Regiment posi-
tions 2.5 kilometers northwest of Verkhopenoye.

- —Field Marshal von Mahstein, Commander of Army Group South, arrives at

1720:

1845:

1855:

Corps headquarters and, -after a briefing, drives on into the area of
the tank battles of the past few days.

Soviet tanks and infantry attack the ist Battalion of the 6D Grenadxer
‘Regiment on both <ides of. the north-south road. .

The Army is informied that reorganization of the format1ons w111 not per-
mit any more major operations today. The Corps plans to stop the enemy
advance today and to push ahead tomorrow with strong forces along the
front of the 332d Infantry Division in the direction of Chanayev.

The Army points out the darger that the enemy, who is strongly attack1ng
the northern front of the 11 SS Panzer Corps, will try to penetrate into
the Salotinka River area at Kochetovka. The 11th Panzer Division is

to seek close contact with the SS Totenkopf Division, which will receive
similar instructions.

The right wing of the 11th Panzer Division is withdrown from Hill 207.6.
In the center eleven Soviet tanks are attacking toward 235.9. The situ-
ation there has not been fully clarified as yet. An attempt is being:
made to mine the area in front of the German defense very thoroughly.

— The Soviets are attacking the GDPG Division on both sides of the highway
with 35 tanks, making it necessary to send a panzer company to the area.
Simultaneous attacks by 15 enemy tanks on the left wing of the division -
at Kalinovka resulted in-a penetration as far as Hill 237.3. Mest of
§h$ Pgnzeg Br1gade and the division'< assault guns were diverted toward

i11 258

- The tanks of the 3d Panzer Division are attacklng along tha road toward
Hi11.258.5. The 394th Infantrv Regiment has shifted to defense on both
sides of the road. However, some of.its units have penetrated into the
woods southeast of 258.5, already occupied by the Soviets. North of the
road, units of the 3d Infantry Regiment and the reconnaissance battalion
are taking up defensive positions, with the front toward the northwest.
The situation there is not seriocus. .

The Army Commander agrees to the attachment to the Corps of the 332d
Infantry Division, except for two battalions, on the nerth bank of the
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Pena. This is to ‘nsure a un1f1ed combat command '

— Luftwaffe support is promised for the forenocon. ~In the afternoon Luft-
waffe units will be at the dispesal of the II SS Panzer Corps.

-~ The Army stresses the importance of starting the attack early. .

— The Army objective for tomorrow is to continue the battle for expansion
on -the flanks, whiie hoiding firm to the iine obtained at the front.
The XLVIII will hold its positions on hoth sides of the Novoselovka-
Oboyan road, continuing its altack against the tank forces in the
Kruglik- Novenkove area, so as finally to defeat the enemy on 13 July.

,2030: The Panther Brigade is attacking Hill 258.5 and the woods west of it.
S 2100: The situation in-all three divisions has somewhat eased. The confusion

~“{n the formations and the prob1ems of command velationships which had |
oSt developed out of the change trom preparation for attack o defense, and
¢ the regrouping for “tomorrow's attack, -has been efiminated to some extent.
y-The front line of the llth Panzer Divisfon has been withdrawn to the
road. The Soviet tanks' attack on 235.9 has been repulsed. In colla-
= boration with units of the GDPG Division, the 11th Panzer Division has
“halted the encmy tank attack on both sides of the highway. Early
tomorrow morn1ng the division's reconnaissance battalion is to move to
the right wing in order to prevent the enemy from breaking through at
the junction with the SS Totankopf Division.
- The GDPG Division has liquidated the penetration at Ka]1nov«a destroy—
~ing 12 oviet tanks at this place alone. Units on the left wing of the
greandie~ regimeni have suffered many casualties.
— The: 3d Panzer Division is still east of the woods southeast of 258.5,
caught in heavy tank and antitenk fire. The tanks have withdrawn to
" the defense line. The division expects more attacks in the dxrectxcn
of Verkhopenoye.
—~The 332d Infantry Division has essentially cleared up its sector.” Only
south of the Pena and at Chapayev is the situation still somewhat un-
clear.

12400;  Corps orders: On 13 July, the XLVITT Panzer Corps will defend the line

on its northern front and destroy the armored forces opposite its wes-
tern front by an enveloping attack to begin at 0600.

~-Missions: .

-The 11th Panzer Division will prepare to defend the 1ine established
during the evening of 12 July. Close contact is to be maintained w1th
the left flank of the II SS Panzer Corps. :

- A task force of the GDPG Division will cross the Kalinovka-Contour Line
255 line two kilometers west of Verkhopencye at 0600, and together with
the panzer group of the 3d Panzer Division will destroy the enemy tanks
at 258.5. The panzer group will advance without delay through the Tol-
stoya Woods toward Chapayev, circling north via 233.3 and 230.9. The
objective there is to destroy the enemy and to enable the 332d Infantry
Division teo advance and take up defensive positions on the Tine 240.2-
233.3-230.9. At the same time the division must protect itself from
forces in the unnamed ravine south of Viadimirovka to the southern edge
of Kalinovka and screen the ravine and the northeast edge of the Tolstoye
Woods.

- The panzer group of the 3d Panzer Division, jumping off at 0600 will
cross Contour Line 7?55 two and a half kilometers west of Verkhopenoye to
the west, then advance to Hill 258 5 in order to destroy enemy tanks
there, coordinating the attack with the GDPG Division's panzer group.
The 3d Panzer Division wiil also destroy enemy forces in the woods south-|
east of Hill 258.5 and in the Tolstoye Woods by double -envelopment. Sub-
sequently the panzer group will forge ahead, enc1rc11ng the Tolstoye
Woods, south toward Krasniy Usliv.

- The 332d Infantry Division, whose units north of the Pena are attached
to the Corps, is to join the 3d Panzer and GDPG Divisions in their
attack as soon as their armored thrust succeeds.- The division is to mop
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up the woods on both sides of Usiiv and then reach Line 240.2-233.3~
203.9, where it will take up a defensive posture. As soon as the line
is reached mines should be laid in front of it as rapidly as possible.
~Most of the Army artiilery will support the GDPG and 3d Panzer Divi-
sions; some units-are to support the defense of the northern sector.

pivision Daily Reports - 12 July

11th Panzer D1vwsion Received 2250. A1l night Soviet tanks and infan-
try moved cioser and closer to the main- Yire of resistance on the entire front. At
about 0430 the Soviets attacked the left flank and at 0500 the right flank, at
Point 207.3, through the ravines that run south and southwest. Both attacks were
~in battallon strength, with tank support. At about the same time, approximately

- two companies of Soviet croops attacked from the woods east of Hill 244.8 against
"' <the center of .the division secter, The attacks were repulsed, partially by a coun-
. terattack with assault guns. After adding reinforcements from the north, Soviet. ,%»‘

forces in regimental strenath, with Several tanks, again attacked the rwght flank.
‘These forces succeeded in taking Hill 209.3 and the woods north of 235.9, and pene-

“_~trat1ng into the woods to the west. A counterattack by the Panzer Reglment and the ~

111th Panzer Grenadier Regiment reestab]ished apprexwmately the or191nal line at

At 1500 the divxswon was ready to attack Hi?l 239 6 and the northern paru of

" "the woods to the east.- Because of the enemy situation only some elements of the

~ the 1st Batta11on, 110th Regiment, could accomplish regrouping and relief. It was
impossible in the Armored Reconnaissance Battalion until after dark.

At 1500 the division received the order not to attack but to hold its Tine.

“Regrouping is in progress. Attacks have been made continually on the ent1re front.
" each supported by 10-15 tanks.

There was some German air activity ‘but more Sev1et, including some dive bombﬂr
attacks. One I1-2 was shot down.

The 15th Panzer Regiment was shifted after dark 1w+o the area east of Novose-
lovka. The 911th Assault Gun Battalion has been moved to the eastern edge of the
woods scuth of Hill 235.2.

" Tank status: 5 flame thrower tanks, 23 Il 1049, 11 IV short, 1 III short,

6 medium howitzers. - Also 22 assault guns, including 7 howitzers, 5 -heavy AT guns,
SP, and 3 towed haavy antitank guns.

So far 22 prisoners -have been reported and one T34 destroyed by a magnetic
antitank hollow charge. .

Follow-up for 11 Ju]y: 1 tank, 3 vehicles, 1 qun, 2 antitank guns.

3d Panzer Division. During the course of the forenoon, troop units moved
into their assembiy areas as ordered. Elements of the divisicn deployed in the area
west of Berezovka had to leave there without awaiting relief by the 332d Infantry
Division. During the forenoon there were a number of Soviet counterattacks in bat-
talion strength, each supported by 6-8 tanks. Ceming from the west and north, and
directed at the 3d Armored Reconnaissance Battalfon, dug in at Point 247.0, these
attacks were repulsed. Two tanks were destroyed.

A1l morning strong Soviet infantry and armored force movements were observed
in the area of Kruglik and Novenkoye and the surrounding woods. Just before 1200
17 Soviet tanks crossed the.unoccupied Hill 258.5, soon followed by another group
of 20 tanks, with mounted infantry and guns. From there they proceeded east toward
Verkhopenoye. tlements of the 394th Panzer Grenadier Regiment and the 543d Antitank

Battalicn quickly set up an armored defense front and cut off the advance one kilo-
meter east of Hill 255.

The 3d Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, attacked on Hill 247.0 at the same
time from north and west, and under intense artillery and tank fire, part of it
from 258.5 in the rear, withdrew east via the Kubasovskiy Ravine. To screen this
movemen*  ments of the 3d Armored Reconnaissance Battalion joined tne attack at
Hill z & " self-propelied antitank units destroyed five T34 tanks. The other
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units of the 3d Armored Recoanaissance Battalion, undes direct fire from enemy tanks,
withdrew to the northwest edge of Verkhopenoye.  The 2d Battalion, 394th Panzer
6renadier Regiment, thrown in against the enemy infantry, halted ;her after g fierce.
battle at the eastern edge of the woods southeast of Hiil 255. Clements of this
battalion were cut off by Soviet tank attacks from the woods and scattered. Elements
of the Antitank Battalion were also invelved there.

. v : Upon receipt of the Corps order all available division units were moved from
' ' : the assemhly area back to the area of Verkhopenoye. After brief preparation, the
, Ist Battallon 394th Panzer Grenadier Regiment, and lst Battalion, 3d Reginent, .
i - together with the 2d Battalion, 6th Panzer Regiment, and supported by the 2d and 3d
gl Battalions of the 75th.Arti11ery Regiment, now ready for action, advanced toward.
- 258.5. In & stubborn battle with enemy tanks and infantry, in which three German

o T e : , i, o tanks and six Soviet T34s were lost, they reached the western edge of the woods south
o 0 o Clecse & 0 0, of Hill 255-and the area on both sides of the road one kilometer west of Hill 255,
. Sle e d ~e” " The-enemy has received reinforcements, 1'c1udxng 18 tanks, mak1ng the battle very ¢

. b e o difficult. At the moment it is going on wzthout any slacken1ng - s

e

: Gross Deutschland PG Division.® During the night and in the early hours
3¢of the morning the division was withdrawn, except for the reinforced Grenadier Regi--
ment, which prepared to attack to the north in the Novoselovka area. ' Except for the
~“Ist Rattalion, which was committed in the division's attack sector in-the main line -
"< of resistance, the regiment remained in its previous positions east and southeast ‘
of Kalinovka. At about 0800 the Grenadier Regiment fended off an attack from the
e : o Kalinovka area. Soviet tank attacks on the left flank of the lst Battalion of the -
o - Grenadier Regiment were repulsed, Shortly before the starting time the attack
ordered by the Corps command for 1500 was cancelled, since Soviet forces had broken
through the defenses of the 3d Panzer Divisiom near Hill 258.5 &t Verkhopenoye. At
EE R . .1530, heavy enemy concentrations appeared at Kalinovka. At 1600, advancing from
S : HE ' this area with tanks, Soviet forces broke through the positions of the Grénadier
L AR P Regiment around Foint 1.8, 2.5 kilometers northwest of Verkhopenoye. The Assault
e : ‘ Sk : Gun Battalion was committed against them.  The battle is still in progress. At
s : , 1700 enemy tanks and infantry attacked the Ist Battalion, Grenadier Regiment, on
¢ both sides of the north-south road. The battle is still going on.

~ There has been considerable enemy air activity, with bombing and strafing.
German fighters have been committed against them,

Tanks: 20 Mk IIT and IV, 2 VI, 25 Panthers. Also 24 assault Quns, about.17
heavy 75mm antitank guns, SP, 20 heavy towed antitank .guns.

Captured or destroyed were 30 Soviet tanks, 40 guns. 1 battery of 52mm quns,
a AA/AT gun, many machine guns and hand weapons. One plane was shot down yesterday.

« : Rain has been intermittent. Roads are passable.
e : The division plans to defend against the enemy attacks and restore the situatio

i ; Additiona report, received 0030, 13 July: At about 1700 a stubborn attack by
o : 1 17 Soviet tanks and strong infantry forzes along the road to Oboyan created a very
) i difficuit situation for the Ist Battalion, &renadier Regiment. In a long, intense
battle with many casualties, the Soviets were driven back. During the battle, tanks
brought up from the 1lth Panzer Division and the GD Panzer Regiment destroyed most
- of the attacking Sov1et tanks. Enemy forces attacking from Katinovka broke through
- between the right flank of the Grenadier Regiment and the 11th Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, Grénadier Regiment. Supported by the GD Assault Gun Battalion, the battalio
threu the enemy back to the north and held its own positions. At the same time, the
enemy succeeded in breaking through the lefi flank of the regiment with tanks, so
that the 2d Battalion, Grenadier Regiment, had to be withdrawn to the east side of
: Kubasovskiy Ravine. Eloments of the Panther Brigade a2lsc threw the enemy back to
¥ S : the north there. Subsequently the Brigade continued the attack to the southwest as
: e ordered, and at 2030 was attacking Hill 258.5 and the woods to the west.

During che evening the Fusilier Regiment relieved the Grenadier Regiment on the
right wing, closing up to the 11th Reconnaissance Battalion, and established contact
with the left wing of the 11th Panzer Diwfsion.. On the division's Teft wing contact
is s5till being sought with the right winsg of the 3d Panzer Division.
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‘Front line: south of the Rachel Hoods northeast of Hill 232.8-the area just
south of 232.8-eastern edge of Rachel two kilometers southwest of Point 1.8.

13 July 1943

Corps Command Post: two kilometers north of Olkhovké
Weather: overcast some 1\ght showers.

General S\tuatxon. The 11th Panzer Division had a quiet night. In front of
Hill 244.8 Soviet forces were reinforced by about 400 infantrymen.

The Panzer Brigade of the GDPG Division regrouped during the night and since
0600 has been in combat with enemy tanks and antitank guns just northeast of Hill
- 258.5. The division has been under heavy artlllery fire d1rected at its defensive
positxons at Katinovka since 0415,

- o The 3d Panzer Division attacked on‘srhedule at 0500 and ponetrated 1nto *he

o “h -

Ce : The 232d Infantry Div1s1on fought off a.Soviet attack on Berezovka durinq the
. night:  Repeated enemy thrusts, between 0200 and 0400, against Point 1.5 southwest
- of Berezevka, and against the western and'northwestern parts of Rakovo, were re-
o -pulsed.  'Since 0400 several hundred enemy troops have been emerging from the woods
.o east, rorthwest, and west of Hill 237.6. They are attacking toward Berezovka and
“.the highway west of there. Zavidovka, south of the Pena River, is under attack..
““Soviet concentrations have been reported in the Chapayev-Rakovo area.

" During the night the Tolstoye Woods and the woods to the southeast have become

fil]ed with Soviet troops.

) A dispute has developed between the Panther Br1gade of the GDPG Divisien and
“the panzer regiment of the 3d Panzer Division. Both claim to have gone on the
attack and to be fighting alone against heavy antitank forces and 100 enemy tanks,

" which are delivering destructive fire on the attackers from the Tolstoye Woods.

0645:  The Corps observer, accompanying the panzer group in ar armored trsop
carrier, reports that the Panther Brigade of the GDPG Division has not
yet started to attack. However, the division had already destroyed -
eight enemy tanks before 0400 between Hi1l 258.5 and the Tolstoye Woods.
But then it had to withdraw abcut one kilcmeter to. the northwest because
of extremely heavy defensive fire from the Tolstoye Woods.

—According to a report from the Panther Brigade Commander :
to the division there is no way the attack can be made as planned. The
Soviets have taken up favorable positions, and are waiting for the Ger-
man tanks to attack where they can be destroyed one by one. The woods
are sc full of infantry, antitank weapons, and tanks that a successfu\
attack will be possmb]e only after a massive artillery barrage and div
bomber attack.

~ The 3d Panzer Division, which has combed the woods southeast of Hil
258.5, 1s having the same experience and is bogged down under especial]y
heavy fire from the western edge of the Tolstoye Woods.

~ An urgent request is sent to the VIII Air Corps to dispatch strong air
formations over the forest, where there is a large concentration of enemy
tanks and antitank weapons. The Commanding General of the VIII Air Corps
prom\ses support, but only after the clouds break, for at present o air
activity is possible.

0740: The 11th Panzer Division reports that a reconnaissence patrol sent ear-

’ lier from its right flank still reports no contact with the SS Totenkopf
Division. The Corps Cormander responds that the mission was clearly
assigned to the division to establish such contact, and demands that it
be done immediately, so that the Soviets cannot advance from the northern

« : part of Kochetovka along the boundary between the two divisions.

s ‘ — An enemy attack in regimental strength is under way at 227.0. The panzer
. group of the 11th Panzer Division .is at the highway, engaged.in combat

' with enemy tanks. The assault guns ave as¢embled for counterattack in

the woods south of Hil¥ 235.9,
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0840: - The 3d Panzer Division is still pinned down east of the Tolstoye Woods
and. s urging an attack on the woods: On the left the 394th Infantry
Reqiment has crossed the wooded area east of the road .and established
contact with the 332d Reconnaissance Battalion at 237.6. From the direc-
tion of Dolgiy two Soviat battalions with some tanks are attacking the
right wing of the battalion and the 677th Regiment deployed on its left.
0900: The Soviet attack on the 577th Regiment and. the right wing of the recon-
naissance battalion of the 3d Panzer Division reaches the northwest
edge of Berezovka.
—~Ina telephone report to the Army, the Chief of Staff of the Corps evalu-
. ates the situation as follows: The Soviets assembled strong armored
- _Ttorces with considerable amounts of infantry in the Tolstoye Woods,
SR o ‘_fj apparently in order to capture Verkhopenoye. They have run into our
G Ut et Lhostrong panzer troops and are now trying to swing southand take Berezovka.
S < o P ; oSince the woods cannot be approached from the front, reconmaissance is
el Fue e e o under way-£6- find out ‘whether the woods can-be taken by a double envelop- '
S ~ing attack. For this purpose the tanks of the 3d Panzer Division would
_héve to be assembled via Berezovka and brought up to the wodds frofm the
‘south, while at ‘the same. t1me the GD?G Division wovld envelop from the
north, . i
The Army points out the urgency of dispensing w1th this enemv today,
: e stressing that he must not be allowed to take Berezovka. On the right
- T : © 7 wing of the 11th Panzer Division, where German troops threw back an

attack on Hi1l 227.0, the tine thh the II SS Panzer Corps must not be
--broken. :

0945: .~ The 3d Panzer Division gets the order to screen on both sides of the
. road with elements of the 3d Security Regiment and antitank units. The
Panzer Regiment is to regroup and advance to the south via 237.0, with
“the mission of attacking the flank of the enemy forces advancing toward

"Berezovka. Later the armored group is to enve\op the To1stoye Woods from
the south,

; L ©. 7 °1000: Yhe 3d Panzer Divisina reports that it is 1mposs1b1e to send tanks past

S o Dolgiy by the edge =¥ the woods via Hill 237.6. ‘At jeast 17 Soviet tanks
deployed in the wuuds are covering the rdad with fire. Twelve tanks
with infantry i..7e penetrated into the northwestern part of Berezovka.
The divisien .ommander considers it absolutely necessary that the GDPG
Divisiop <t off the approach roads from Kruglik and Novenkoye for the
enemy bx n attack to the west, to prevent the enemy from rece1v1ng
rein’ cements.

—In vtew of the above the Corps withdraws the order for regrouping of the

.itks.  However, contact imust be made by the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion

with the right wing of the 2d Battalion of .the 677th Infantry Regiment
of the 332d Infantry Division, which is fighting in Berezovka.

L0100 HIYVY 227.0 is again firmly in German hands, and a new enemy counterattack
has been repulsed. Concentrations of Soviet troops are reported in the
woods north of 248.3.
— The GOPG Division is slowly approaching Hill 258.5. The division is
scouting the northern portion of the Tolstoye Woods. . :

1030: Reconnaissance by the -GDPG Division shows that the northern ervelopment
of the woods is impossibie as long as Soviet forces remain in the woods.
These forces include around 100 tanks, one infantry regiment, 10 multiple
rocket launchers, and numerous antitank weapons. The division suggests
leaving one reinforced tank company northeast of 258.5, and a few tanks
from the 3d Panzer Division at the road near contour line 255 in order
to prevent a breakthrough to Verkhopenoye. The Corps directs that the
Panzer Brigade of the GDPG Division move southeast of the forest via
Berezovka. - After concentrating behind the 332d Infantry Divisicn it is
to attack from the area between Berezovka and Chapayev to the north or
northwest. The panzer regiment of the 3d Panzer Division will have to
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retake Hill 237.5 and join in the attack as soon as possible. This
attack will help the 3326 andntry Division in its advance.

1050: Since the commander of the 3d Panzer Division alsc cons‘ders this
attack advisable and the bridge at Berezovka is sturdy encugh, the
Corps issues an order along these Yines. The 3d Panzer Division and
3324 Infantry Division are instrucied that the approach of the GDPG
Division from the area 1.5 kilometers southwest of Borezovka can be
anticipated at about 1500 The 332d Infantry Division is instructed to
support the armored thrust with infantry forces.

... 1200:  Yhe Panther Brijade of the GDPG Division acknowledges receiuvt of the
v | ‘ordev for regrouping.

~Soviet troops with tanks break thraug\ Ilth Pan7er Division defenses
'east of the highway. .

“The Army Coﬂnmnder arrives at’ *he cbramnd pcst %nd apprcves the Corps ‘r" ("7:'<7a'
o order, : ‘ e

&

“In ‘the 11tk Panzer Division see‘or the Russians are attacking the def— o

ense position steadily with strong infantry forces. Small penetrations  °
are being liquidated by assault guns and tanks. The men are exhausted,

and because of their small numbers they can Scarcely prevent the Soviet =
troops from infiltrating in the ravines. Because of the bad weather .« ..
‘the Luftwaffe can give little support, and only with light planes.

; 1400: ‘The Panther Brigade of the GDPG Division has not yet passed Verkhope-

i o noye, . It is requiring a disproportionate time for preparation. The
. brigade commander, Colonal Decker, is told that spesd 1s essential.,

. However, it is impossible to count on thelr starting before 1600.

“’-—The 3324 Infantry Division reports that the enemy in more than battalion

b el e e streength is infiltrating into the wooded areas north and northwest of
e w e Y Berezovka, o An attack by this force on the northern part of Berezovka

2 B must be expected. The division can do little there srnce it is tied
.‘down to agreat degree in its western sector.

P77 1430: The commender of the 3d Panzer Division points out the difficulties
caused by the late start of the GD's Panther Brigade. Those enemy sol=
diers who infiltrated into the woods-north of Berezovka will greatly
delay the advance of the tanks toward Hill 237.6. TYhere is danger that
the GD thrust will come so late that the 3d Panzer Division wili still
be engaged in forest combat at nightfall.

~ The Covps Commander will adhere to the order for the advance through
Dolgiy, since the western flank absolutely must be relieved today.

1530: Three Soviet infantry battalions with four tanks are attacking Berezovka.
The reconnaissance battalion and the panzer regiment of the 32 Panzer
Division beat off the attacks, driving the enemy, who has suffered heavy
casualties, across the road into the Tolstoye Woods. ' The German tanks
pursue. !

“1600: - Interrogations of deserters reveal that the main force of the Soviet X
Guard Tank Corps is in the Novenkoye and Toistoy: Woods area, preparing
~to attack Verkhopenoye. The Corps has over 100 tanks. Another concen~
tration of tanks appears to be south of Orlovka in front of the }lth Pan-
zer Division, where avound 60 tanks are ready for an attack to the south.
I? addition, the Sovmet 309th Rifie Division has been ideatified there
also.

- Contact has been made with SS Totenkopf Division on the eastern bank of

3 the Salotinka River.-

4 —~A Soviet battalion with three tanks attacks Hill 235.9.

1625: The Panther Brigado of the GDPG Division, having been requesteu by the
332d Infantry Division to help resist the attack on Berezovka, arrives
there. The attack is over. The brigade assembles in the center of
Berezovka and prepares one batta]ion for a limited objecti»e attack in
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order to make it rassibie tor the 332d infantry Division to regain its
position. Rain further delays the brigade advance. :

1700:  The Soviets launch an atta~" ca the 1lth Panzer Division. 0On the right

o about -one regiment without tunks is attacking 227.0. In .nt center, one

: ‘ batt~lion with three tanks is attacking 235.9. On the l=2fy 2t least one
H _ battarion with 11 tanks is attacking 248.3. The main effort is directed
3 against the panzer regiment deployed in the northern part of the Sitnoye

: : Woods. and has already destroyed four tanks. The division t: ieves it

: : : can handie the situation even though the burdens of eight day: of unin-

terrupted combat have seriously impaired the effectiveness of +:2 troops.

1800:  The tanks of the 3d Panzer Division capture Hill 237.6 in a flank thrust
. that totally surprised the enemy. The danger to Berezovka is over.

1850 The Panther Brigade of the GDPG Division still has not started its attack
i in spite of urging by the Corps.for an early attack. The brigade com-
- mander says the delay was caused by the slow dispatch of orders 1‘the :
@ ne'essity to mop up in the area north of Berezovka.
- Briefed on the success of the 3d Panzer Division, the Corps demands that
i‘the attack:by the Panther Brigade must now finally begin. "However, the =
~brigade does not think this will be possible before 1930.. This means the
attack would come at night and the Soviets Nculd receive advance uarnfnqj,
of our intentions. , :
S The Chief of Staff emphasvzgs that a well prepared p}an can be vitiated ,
by unnecessary delays. After checking with the Corps” Commander he can- .
cels further attack for today. However, all units are ordered that they -
m¥st attack tomorrow morning as soon as there is enough 1ight to shoot 2
: rifle; ‘
~ =A% the request of the 232d Infantry inicion an additional tank company
. Will be committed today in the direction of Chapayev in order to close
" the gap between the 3d and 24 Battalions of the 678th lnfantry Regiment
in the sector between Chapayev and Rakovo.

1300:  The Army Commander is briefed on Corpr objcctives for 14 Juiy
- DR - -The GDPG Division's panzer brigade will attack at 0400 from Point 1.5 -
i3 . and advance toward the high ground st 240.2 west of the Tolstoye Woods.

‘- The 3d Panzer Division will advance from 237.6 via Dolgiy to the same
hitl. Infantry elements of the division will comb through the Tolstoye
Woods from east to wast, with suppert of the GD Assault Gun Battalion
and the panzer company presently deploved at 258.5. The task of this
grcup is to prévent the enemy from withdrawing north from the Tolstoye
Woods. Corps artillery will suppress the Soviets at Y11 247.0. Enemy
flanking fire has continued from there.all day.

— The 332d Infantry Division will join the attack of the Panther Brigade,
to reach the edge of the woods north of Krasniy Usliv, and establish
command outposts on Hills 233.3 and 240.2. The division s mortar regi-
ment will direct its main effort at the Telstoye Woods.

— The Army Commander approves, stressing again, however, that the attack
must take place tomorrow whatever happens, after the most thorough pre-
paration, in close cooperation with the Luftwaffe and the artillery, and

- without regard for the strength of the enemy, In this way the loss of
ong offensive day can be regained.

"1930: . The 11th Panzer Division has attained an absolute success in its defen-
sive battle. Along the entire front, the enemy attack has collapsed.
Separate penetrations are still being mopped up.

1945: The Soviets reattack with 500 infantrymen-and & few tanks east of the’

" highway. The 11th Panzer Division repulses this attack also. The divi-
sion's losses are substantial; companies have grown very thin., It is
now necessary to use the {ield.replacement battalion. More enemy tanks
are approaching from the area south of Orlovkag and the division expects
more heavy fighting tomorrow.

2000: The left wing of the GDPG Division, deploved at 200, scutheast of Keli-,
novka, is enveloped by some 500 Russian troops attacking through the
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- 2015:

° 2215:

. join the-attack of the two panzer grenadier regiments of the 3d Panzer

. enemy. pressure from Hill 247.0

2256:

2300:

Kubasovskiv Gorge. There is no contact with the 3d Panzer va1s\on
One assault qun battery is committed there. :
- The 3d Panzer Division has already sent one company of the 3d Rifle T
Regiment ahead to Hiii 243.0. - \
-~ Combat activity is also reviving in Berezovka. The enemy has made an j
advance through the woods 2gain, and the panzer brigade of the GDPG ;
Division is fighting there. Revertheless the start of the sttack on '
the dot of 0400 *5 assured. :
— The gap at Chapay~v could not be closed because the tanks ran into mires,
with a Toss of two tanks. It is not possible to accede to the request
to leave the panzer company with the 687th Regiment tomorrow as well.

The division cperations ¢fficers are instructed by the Corps to make the
S most thorough preparat\on. espe*ial!y of artillery. for tomorrow s
attack. :

Orders are. sent to the divisxons Tﬁe XLVI!I Panzer Ccrps order for 14 e e
Crduly cal!s for the Corps to defend its:northern front, and destroy the o

" “enemy's armored forces on its uestern front with an enveloping attack T IR
“.begianing at 0400

Missionsy o

11th Panzer vaision unchanged.\'-
The armored assault group of the GDPG Division, in close cooperation
with the 332d Infantry Division, is to advance from its concentration
“area.at Point 1.5 via Kill 233.3 to Hil1 240.2. The assault gqun betta-

lion and the armored company remaining in the area of Hill 220 are to

« Division, coming from the sast, and destroy the enemy in the Tolstoye
Woods. - At the same time, while maintaining the defense of its present
. sector, the division has the task of e]lmtnating by fire the antic.pated

~The armored assault group of the 3d Panzer ﬁiv‘>1un. ‘on 5peciai order
from the Corps, after the attack of the GUPG Division's armored assault
group is successful will advance via Dolgiy, passing west of the Tols-
toye Woods to 240.2 and the northern edge of the woods, in order to
destroy the enemy in there. It will coordinate with both panzer grena-
dier regimcats and the assault qun battalion and panzer company advanc-
ing on the right.

- The -332d Infantry Division, advanciwg with the Panther Brigade of the
GDPG Division, will clear the woods west of Berezovka and reach the
line 240.2-rasniy Usliv-Sikhudel Woods-Chapayev, and take up defensive
positions there. Mines are to be laid quickly in front of the new line.
It is particularly important that the division artillery, including the
mortar regiment, support the attack of the armored group, and direct
especially intensive fire at the Tolstoye Woods. '

-The bulk of the Army Artillery will support the defense of the northern
front, while some units support the attack of the 3d Panzer Division.

— Boundaries:

-Between the GDPG Division znd the 3d Panzer Division: the farm on the
western edge of northern Verkhopenoye-243.0-2-2, two-and one half kilo-
meters northeast of 2° -school 500 meters north of the Tolstoye Woods
-Hovenkoye bridge. )

-Between th: 3d Panzer Division and the 332d Irfantry Division: northern ;'é
edge of Syrtsevo-Hill 237.6 (3d Panzer Division)-Dolgiy (332d Infantry 1
Division)-southern edge of Novenkoye. , ' s
At the order of the Army, the 8Ist Construction Battalion must be &f
released to the Army. This battalion performed outstanding service to §j
the Corps in the preparations for Citadel. N
Assessment: Because of the Panzer Brigade's delay in attacking, the .Zﬁ

day was not a fully successful one. . Tomorrow will be required to clear
up the Corps western flang. However, many casualties were inflicted on
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the enemy 0 the defensive hattlae of the 11th Panzer Divisicn and the
successful attack of the 3d Panzer Division.

-Today alone 39 Soviet tack: have been destroyed. The enemy's major
effort {o prevert the advauce of the Panzer Army toward and across the
Psel River continues to be as strong as ever. While previously Soviet
attacks werc limited to lecal breakthrough attempts by tank formations,

_ recently strong infantry forces have appeared as well. They have come ‘
up on foot from the area west of the Oskol area as we\ as from the west.

'y ‘ Divisfon Daily Reports - 13 July ‘
; < 11th Panzer Division. Recelved 1740. During the entire day, after heavy

Y X511
artillery and rocket preparation, the enemy made mzny attacks on divicion positions
<. at various times and places. " At 0730 approximately one reginent attacked from the
~ northeast acainst 227.0, and temporarily captured ft. A counterattack supported by
assault guns threw the Soviet troops back to the northeast. At 1200, a Soviet regi- -
ment with a few tanks succeeded in breaking into the main line of resistence east of - .
the highway. °The Panzer Regiment and the Antiaircraft Company cleared ou’ this iy
penetration. After several weaker probes, at 1600 an attack in Gattalion strenqtﬁ
with three tzmks was made on um 235 9. : !n aﬂ of thése attacks Soviet casuames
At XTGB there wWay ank-supported attsck on the enttre front. uith thm min
fort apparently toward Hill 248. 7.; The battle s

There was little air activity oir efther sfde, theronly German planes were
fighters. Deserters report that the enemy has become steadily stronger.  In view
of this, the attacks durirg the morning tsing oa?v 2 few tanks are to be eva}uated
‘ias strong. pcwerfJ. reconnaissance, e SR s e s
The roads are. in good condition: - EEEE AT, L R Y B
Tank status: 5 flame thrower tankﬁ. 22 W 1M1 !ong. 13 Rk IY !ong, 1 Wi leff o

“short, 4 command cars, 14 assault guns, including 4 hou{tzers “Also cperational L
el are S heavy self-prapeiled guns and 3 towed. :

S " There have been 22 prisoners and deserters, 60 enemy ki!!ed. and 19 'ignt

machine guns, 12 heavy machine guns, 15 antitank rifles, 10 mortars, & submachine .. .
guns, 1 infantry gun, 2 antitank guns, 6 guns wizhrcrews, and 1 pr‘me mover, cap- SRR
.tured or destroyed. st

ST ' : 3d fanzer Bivisfon. Received 1800. The arﬁawed’group and the 394th -
' ' : Panzer Grenadier Reglment f2ll in at 0500 to attack HilY 258.5. Advancing rapidly,
, ‘ : the 394th reached the western edge of the greal forest south of 258.5, throwing the
enemy infandry back to the west. Because the scheduled attack of the GD Panther
.Brigade fafl=d to take place, the 34 Panzer Division attack bogged down in front of
Hi11 258.5% under concentrated Soviet artil!ery, tank, and antitank fire from the
. woods west of Hill 258.5.

o ~ Off and on during the morning the enemy received reinforcements of tanks anc
Lk {nfantry in the Tolstoye District and the area to the sosth. Several Soviet attacks
- supported by tanks were made on the units on our Yeft {3324 Infantry Diviston) at
- Point 237.6 and the northwest edge of Berezovka. They were effectively repulsed by
German artillery fire. The 3d Armored Reconnaissance Battalion was commitied to
close the gap between t.» left flank and the 3324 Infantry Division units to our
left {n the area from the southern edge 6f the woods fo the northedst edge of Bere-
; . zovka, All day there was surong Soviel wortar, artitlrory. and tank fire in the
* S entire division area, Hith a ..igh expenditure of saswunit on, Germin artillery
~ attacked Soviet troop and tank concentrations in and arourdd the Tolstoye Woods. In
accordance with Corps orders the division was reorganized  Tne armored group
reached the area northeast of the western part of Berelow . !n order first %o
advance from there toward 237.6 and then in the further ¢ 'r.e of the attack move
~on via Dolgiy to 240.2 after the attack by the G0 Panther irvgade is effective.
The 3%4th Fanzer Grenadier Reqiment and the 34 Armored Roconnaissance Battalion will
~ Join the attack of the armored units o clear gut the woods.

The enemy has assembled a force of over %) tanks {n the Tolstoye Woods snd the
ares south of iy for an attack on the Corps flenk.
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There was less enemy afr activity than yesterday, but considerable German
fighter activity. Several sorties of bombers and fighter bombers wore flown over
the Tolstoye Hoods. '

_ 332d Infantry Division. Recefved 1825. During the Jday many enemy attacks

€ i in up to battalion strength were made, from the woods north of Berezovka on Bere- - -
i : zovks, from the woods north of HIT1 1.5 against Hill 1.5, and from the Sikhudol g
i ' Woods area zgainst the woods east of Chapayev. A'l the attacks were repulsed with S
; heavy enemy casualtfes. About 30 tanks were observed in the ared north of Berezove

k2, as well as snvere! rocket launchers and one heavy and two light artillery bat-

AT

y i ~ terfes. . ) }
";\\ R P The 2d Battalion, 678th Grenadier Regxmenr, was engaged in intense trench com~ L

- : bat with stubborn enemy troops dug in 500 meters nnrthwest of Zavidovka on both
T PO s!ees of the Chepetovka-Chapayev road. -

" The 1st Battalton, 678th Grenadier Regiuent. was ‘bad? Yy  mauled by an enciy tank
,supported attack on. 12 July.,,; It now hes cnly one officer and 30 men Tit for cmmt

Jhere dre about a division and a half of enemy~troops ieh “rOuﬁq 69 tanks.
;tryfngvtc break through to the- east. : 5

. The division intends to uSe _the 332d Reconnatssance Battalion and tRe &77th
Grenadier Regiﬂent on its right, to launch &n cttack together with the XLV11I Pan-

er Corps, to clesr out the woods east of Berezavka and to hold the general line
2-northwest edge-offthe;woods east of Chapayev.

! Thgrg‘ugre heavy louds ‘and rain shuwers a1l day The ruads uers s!ip"ery bu
not nuddy., Traffic was slightly hindered. £

T Gross Deutschland PG Divisicn. Received 1845, Except for slight activtty« Sl
by assau!t troops, the Soviets were quiet in the sector of the Fu§ilier Regiment .
during the morning. At 1530 an attack by two enemy companies from the north was . -

successfully repulsed by artiliery, causing many enemy casualties. A number of .

Soviet attacks in cospany strength from the west and northwest on the positiens o?

- the Grenadier Regiment were &1l driven off.  Begisning just after sunrise the Pan» :
ther Brigade fought an intense battle with a greatly superior eneny force at Hill

7 258.9 and in the woods to the west. Since a further attack from the northeast

S against the Soviet position seems hopeless, the Brigade has changed direction to
T proceed via Berezovka-Point 1.5-233.3-240.2 from the west and southwest in order to

' force a penetration of the strongly occuplied woods west of 258.5, )

There were intermittent clouds during the day.

~ The division kas 8 M¢ III Tong tanks, 12 flamethrower tanks 13 Mic IV shurt, ‘ %
12 Ht 1¥ long, 8 Mk VI, 43 Panthers, and 25 assault guns. ‘ H
i

‘Nineteen Soviet tanks were captured or destroyed.

14 July 1943

Corps Command Fost: woods two kilometers north of Olkhova.
Weather: partially cloudy, heevy ratnfell toward evening,

SR S General Sftuation: In general ‘the nignt was quiet. In the Ilth Parzer Oivision i
SR 8 E sector, enemy attacks stopped during the night. C Ei
; L 1
: £
e

Southeast of Kalinovia, on the left wing of the GUPG Division defense front, st
the junction between the 2d Battalion of the grenadier regiment and the engineer .
battaifon, & Soviet infantry attack was repulsed with the support of seven tanks. “

The 3d Panze= Division, concentrated in the area of Kill 237.6, is ready to

BRSNS s

- &
advance toward Dolgiy as soon as the GDPG Divfs*on s Panther Brigsde reaches HilY ‘ }
233.3 and points to the north. ; : ",;
Along the entire front of the 332d Infentry Division the enemy infiltrated ; §
closer to the division's positions during the night. Small enemy elements infil- 8
v ‘ © trated into the wonds east of Crapayev, Judging from the seund of motors ard trcads. :
; enemy tanks are getting into position. H

0&00 The panzer brigade of the GDPG Division Jumps oft punctuattv. together



with the 6§77¢h Infantry Reqiment of the 332d Infantry Division, from

Point 1.5 southwest of Berezovka toward Hill 233.3. S$irung ryftwaiie

strikes at Krasniy Usliv are bringing good results. Rcwever, the bri-

gade is auvancing siouly becsuse of heavy flanking fire from north and

‘south. -
; 5 PR : - The recoanaissance battalton cf the 34 Panzer Division starts mopping
B . R L up the woods -just east of 237.6.

; : F  0550: The commander of the GDPG Division Panther Brigade again riquests a
" ) ST dive bowber strike at the woods south of K1} 233.3 and at Krasniy Usliv,

- 0600: The Panther Brijade reports that the lead tanks are approaching K11
233.3. At the la“* soment the dive bombers can be diverizd to Dolgiy

. and the woods =outh of it before the 3d Panzer Division concentrates.

2o=The 3d Panzer Division ceceives the order to start the attack on ao\giy

as. stxm as the last bosb fa'ls at 0715,

. Two groups of ¢ive boskers reach the target ares. The VITL Air Corps
agrees 10 ‘siske another dive bosbed sertie at 0815, on‘the Tolstoye Woods -
and the woods nor‘theut of there 5mtemtg target is Novenkoye. .o

0720 The 6D Panthee' Br!guce, with the §87th Grenadier Regimat. ‘3324 Recon-

naissance Battalion, 3d Company of the 332d Engineer Battalion and a =
platoon of the 332d Antitank Battalfon attached, captures Hi*1 233.3
and {s engagad in cmbat with artillery and tanks rorth of the hill.
The Panther Brigads is holding in erder to have the ‘{nfantry catch up..
Combat reconneissance begins against Wil 240.2,  The attacking trogps

are under strong flanking pressure from the edge of the woods.  Again
the Panther Brigade requests Luftwaffe support againt: the western and
northwesteri edge of the Tolstoye Wools. Both dive boc:ber groups are
redirectec froa the afr by Stuka cmné, , G

0800:  The panzer elements of the 3d Panze* mvfsim hﬂe run 1nto 2 ninefie’d
surrounding the wooded area. —Two tanks have broken dow - The dMsion
1S" now wﬁ'\g o bypass the aineﬁe;é 0 the southwest. o

The Luftwaffe §s over the Ta!stoye Eoods tarqets exactly on schedu‘e.

The VIID Al» cgrps promise a further- dive bocber sortie between 1030

and 3100, . The Lorps intends to coordinate this sortie with the infantry

“attack by the 34 %snzer mvisim against tfw eastern edge of the Tols~
oye Woods.,

R N o © 0835: The Panther Brigaée of the GOPG Divfsion nzports that the enemy is with-
i s e drawing from the Tolstoye Hoods towarﬁ ﬁo\renkoye. The brigade s still
= ‘ fighting enemy tinks.

. o " 0880: Orders are sent to the GDPG Division and the 3d Panzer Division to start
. . S attacking on the entire front.  The Panther Brigade {s to push shead at
' : : once without amiting the arrival of tie infaatry.

 D920: The Panther Brigede fs 1.5 kilometers northwest of Krasniy Usliv. advanc-

o tng Lo the ocorthesst. o Aeria) recomaissance has conﬂmd .orong Soviet

R _concentraticas at Novenkoye. .

= At Corps headquarters, the Coemander of the Vili Mr Corps is redir»ctinq
tne 1000 dive bomber sortie tu Novenkoye.

1000. While the atirck has been proceeding with deill field precision enemy
. : , . resistance has hegra tr fntenstfy considerably. Many enemy tanks have
e FR ST A advanced southeast from Rovenkoye. - A violent tank battle is takirg place

' ‘ e G in the ared hetween the Tolstoye and Plotavoye Woods, The “anther Bri~
gade is having & difficelt tice holding the ridge betwsen the woods.
Flanked on the sast by artililery, antitank, tank, and multiple rocket
Yaunchers from the Tolstoye Moods, and attacked frw the west by enemy

: e o tanks, the brigade ¢ fighting fis way shead slowly meler by meter towar
* S g Tl - the commanding HilY 240.2,

: - The §77th Grenadter Prciment of the 3326 Infantry Ohis(m hag capu'red
Krasny Usliy and the woods southeast af tt
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—0n the left wing at Chapayev, the enemy is bressxng agd\nst the gap
between the 2d and 3d Battalions of the o78th Infantry Regiment. This
gap must be blocked by fire znd 1ts sopping up postponea

The grenaaiers of the 3d Panzer Division have penetrated into the
eastern edge of the Tolstove Woods. The enemy there is offering
extremely stiff resistance. Grenadiers of the €77th Regiment also are
moeting vielent regittance in the woods south of Dolgiy.

- = The tanks of the 34 Panzer Division veach the southwestern eége of the

Tolstoye Woods just west of Doigiy. There too resistance is stubbdorn,
- The Commander of the 3d Panzer Division believes that in view of our
encirclement objective the resistance in . itself. {s welcome, because of
_the possihi¥ity that a Targer enemy force may be trapped and destroyed.

ﬁrtiilery fire from'the Tolstéve ﬂood% i3 s!akieniﬁg “ossibl?"the E

e enemy 15 softening up. © “o

1105‘

1110:

1209

vf‘li —~ The northérn armored group of the GDPG D(vision is’ engaged in a tank

battle north of Will 285.5, screening ‘the northern cdges of the Yolstoye
“Woods in orde= to prevent the enemy from escaping. It 1s becoming
-urgentlv necessary to bring up 1nfontry untts alsa to the uesyern edqe
-of the Tolstoye Woods.

“The 332d Infantry Division is ordered by ‘the COras to re\ease smme¢iate}y
infantey forces that ara following the tanks., The division’s reconnafs-
" sance battalion already has orders to follow, mounted on tanks. while
in the west the enemy is trving to escape a possible encircliement by
- counterattacking with tanks, a rew Soviet attack is in preparation at -
“the north front of the Corps in front of tie 1)12h Panzer Divisioca. Air
" reconnaissance and ground observation report strong, motorirzed and
animal-drawn vehicelar movements from the Orlovka area and on hoth sides’
of the highway to the south, Between the two finger-shaped wooded areas
orr both sides of Hill 239.6, 20 enemy tanks have been sighted. .This con-
centration is being shelled by mortars. A probing attack south of the
hill was repulsed by artiitery fire, '

Strong enesy foices launch an attack on & broaa front from the Corps
right wing to the highway sad on to the west. According to réliable
reports, five fully combat-ready and two battle-weary rifle divisions
and four tank brigades are faciug the 11th Panzer Givision and the right
wing of the 50PG Division. After heavy artillery and vocket preparation,
the enemy is making repeated attacks on the road positions. Thanks 1o
the well-pYaced artillery fire of the Corps and the division artilliery,
and the gutstanding defense of the hinly occupled infantry positions,
the enemy 1§ being stopped azain and again before he reaches the German
defense line. Minor local penetrations are being cleared up by rapid
attacks by the panzer regiment and the assault gun battalion,

The enemy attacks also are shifting westward, West of the highway the
11th Panzer Diviston s under a:tafk by 30 tanke and 3,000 infantrymon,
Strong infantry attacks sre coming from the Halinovka Ravine, sypported

by a few tanks, acainit the grenadier regiment of the GRS ﬁivisian end

the engincers,

~ The low cloud cetting over the combat sves pernits no further sir

1230

suppors.

Yie Panthor Brigade of the G5FG Division s still held up by heavy flarke
ing fire from both sides and hopes that the 24 Panzer Division's attack
through the woods will be suyccessful, The assault qun group of the divi-
sica's reconnatscance batlation {s being hit by strong flarkinq fire from
she Kubasovskiy Ravine and M1} 7247.0.

L Soviet force, of regiment strenath attacks southesst from the Tolstoye
Woods with ¢ix tanks and threatens the hard-fighting st 2attalion of
the 334th Regiment witn 9ﬂcfr’¥ﬂﬁ@ﬁt The 24 Battatton of Lhe 394th,
which hat reached the southeast end of the Tolstoye Woods, is being
diverted to the north in order {0 assist the Ist Battalion., Since the
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A diviston's tanks near Dalgiy are not advancing because of the difficult
terrain, the Corps orders the division to tnvestigate the poscibility of
moving them via Krasniy b;li to support the attack by the Panther Bri-
gade of the GDPG Division on 240.2.

1330: The GOPG Division reports a strong enemy attack underway, with 15 tanks
so far, from Hill 258.5 toward Verkhopenoye. The reconnaissance bat-
: ' ' : tation is striking this force, which is advancing in conmjunction with
! : the attack on the 3d Panzer Oivision, tn the flank. Hence at the moment
P the battalion §s unable o advance towarg the northern edge of the Tol-
: : - Stoye Woods.
‘;-The Soviet attack on the llth Panzer Division again increases in inten
ceocn o sy, The enemy, continually receiving refnforcements of tanks and
T e e s, artidlery, is trying to penetrate the bridgehead on the Salotinks River
e = at Kochetovka, in the sector-of the recdnnaissance battalien. Concen-
“oc 7 tratfons are being obsefved in the Antlers Woods north of Kill 248.3.
0 There 15 heavy artillery fire on both sides of the nighway. *The divi-
o gion's infantry streagth {s thinning out consideradbly.
«—Afemnizion for the Army artillery is beginnfvg to run ehort because of -
: the rapid expenditure. , ;

¢ 1365-' To the urgent requests of the llth Panzer Division for infentry refn-
: - forcements the Corps can only respond with the promise of two more cOG-
pantes from the ist Engineer Training Battalion. They ere alerted
Cirmediately and wil? e Lroucht up to the division., As far as range
permits, the aritlilery of the oG Division will have to help out. -

" fl400: Soviet afr 2ttacks drop efght bombs east of Alexevevks,

1435: The 677th. jrenadier RPegiment of the 3324 Infantry Division occupies t%e
position un the right of the gap in the woods northwest of ﬁo%gxy

1520: Yhe 3324 Reconnaissance Battalion resches RiV 240.2.

170G:  Twe Gerran dive bombers sttack the northern part of the Tolstoye Woods,

: ; o : e Situation report prepared for the Fourth Panrer Army by the Oorps:

; ~The 33 d Infantry Civision 15 deployed between the western edge of the

= S ' Dolgiy Woods above Frasniy Usliv-Sikhudol Woods and the western edge of

the wonds cast of (hapayev,

-The Panther 8rigade of the GOPG Givisfon {s still in combat south of
MDY 0.2,

- The arnored group of the 3¢ Panzer Division has captured Dolgiy. Advane
cing fres the southwest tip of the woods, it is in the act of ioining up
with the Panther Hrigade, The counterattack Dy the 3%ith Eegirment and
the recovnaissance battalios of the 0P Civision soainst erexy forces
which have Droken through east of the woods 15 .31l in procress.

~The 1ith Pan_er Divician has successfully beateén off 211 the repested
attacks uy the 13th, 96th, Bth, and Sls1 Guard Rifle Divisions, the 309tk
and 204th Rifle Bivistons, snd the 180th and PEth Tank Brigades. Yowever,
the snemy benns coming back with new forces, Gespite hesyy casuallies.
Ho 1% attacking with & tenacity not urvv%ouﬁzy Shown

- The sorious amunitinn shortage has been reportod to the &rey. .

- The Corps objective $8 0 Ciear uo the sitostion a4t HS1Y 7285 ang to

E take HETT 240.7 with the Panther Brigags of the 5000 Division ang the

¥ tanks of the 34 Panzer Qiviston,  The defease positions &re 50 organtled
that the 3324 Raconnatssance Battalion, deployed at the western edoe of
the woods near HilY 230.2, will foih up to the south with the &77¢h fRegie
mert at Krasniy Usliv, The sotorirzed and arvored ’o'ces of the L{orps
would then be ready once saire to concentrate Behing the northern front
of the {orps. .

- In cmfﬁmathn with the olan of atlack by the 14 Panger Divisios ce
Hill 280.7, the ass8ult mon Battalion of the GUPG Division will come
from the mortheast (o hasd down Lhe priemy tx*is. The 15t Pattalion of
the 354th Regfment §3 Lo advance from the east, end the 24 Batislion
froem the south through the woods, while (he r?ctﬂﬂansi&*C! battalion
attacts porth from the sovtheast.
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I o 1720 Ground and air ohbservation units dotegy m'arheﬂ sovesenis including

tanks toward Chapayev from the dircction of Algksandrovia-Melovoye.

: ‘ - The 332¢ Infantry Division is concerped, since 18 wanted to stari out
: ot 1800 to close zhe Gan at Ctmm;fw. Ltuftwaffe reconniissence reports

a total of 30 1o 35 tanks in the ?'.»»!mnyu-i‘hwuw arey, - Dive booters,

back in the air since 1700, can ro longer be diverted there. Daylight

is inadequaie for another soriie.

1730: The 34 Panzar Division again 3tevis to attack slong {ts entire front.
' It is recaiving hesvy fire from the woods,
= I8 spite of this the Corps requests the arsored forces o remsin on the
o S west stde of the woods until the X Penzer Diviston attack has gaingd
S 0 e 0 around and the, mmissw« battalion pf ghe 3324 Infantry | Bi\tiﬂm
: G hasTcone upi o . e oy
L e The GDPG Division suqqes.ts teavfn@’%he pinrer rediment of the .‘mﬁauar ‘
. Division there and having the Panther Brigade push through Lo eeet ¢
. diviston via the fofest mrtm@st ot tM ’fohwyﬂ Ms, ia a&er 10 w
~able to deliver suppltes.

o :?SG: The 699G Divisfon reports that its wxzer m;m hn wzen um 240, 2 ,
e after a hard battle. The brigade i¢ widely spread out with oaly 20 tanks
‘resaining {a Yine. Supply routes 2re mot tecyre, nd the tanks hua : -
expended alwost a11 thetr eowmnition, o

1 . ; 1800: Corps orders: The scout cer battzlion and pamrer regiment af the 34
Panzer Division, with the mcwmis.unce bhattalion attached from the
332d Infantry Division, {s to block the Tolsfoye Wouds from the northwast,
= The Fanther Brigade of the GIFG Divislon 15 to block the sorthern edge

: . , of the woods, while Lha reconnaitiance mmum biotks the rortheastern
O corner, sorth of Hitl 3985,
g o : ~RE night the 3¢ Panzer Divition 14 to come throwth the ferest froos the

"~ esst. The eney omust b proventsd from breaking ot

181%:  The 34 Panrer Division, uoon recelving this ordse, rm%s that the
Panther Brigade of the GOSG Dieiston has alresdy withdrasm soyth from
HIEY 248.2, The recoongissance battslion has sot yet arrived,
-~ The Corps $5 attemnting to ¢larify the matisr, :

1900: The 313124 Recomnatstance Battslion hzs taken WYY 240.2, 204 the 4D
Reconnatssance Battalion, &fter hard fighting, ket taben HilY 2683 & from
! Soviet infantey and tanks.
i . ~ The Pantrer 8rinade has a0t yaL resc hed the nortrwest ed5e of the gggg.
toye ¥oods. 1ts whereabouls ig untndwn,
Ty Reey orcers: The (8t Heavy Warllr Begiment, froer the 1 &mzf Corps,

B will be atteched to the LIth Panrer Dlviston for torareo’y gdvange,
SN ~ {15 July 2t IBDD the 1378 Iafartry Divitston will Veses t!*se Coret, Bt

: S the Se0a UIme the new boundsry— (rom mid-Verkholosoye 1o the voad fork
at HIYY 2506 to the tips of the woody #44t of Rovesidver-will b I8
effect,

- hrearding €4 the forpd Staff evaluation §0 3% doubifol wherher the Jorps
um b oatie to rM,m{ra'r &% Erhaull Sroud hohitesd the LYth Pasrer Divis
tion tomorrve sorning, sinte &1 the (orps fordes witl €501 Se eoiy :;3
ir geatroving the stromg eneey forces in the loleloye Woods,

21200 Yhe advance of the Panther friqade 10 the forsel mr!;m*zt ot the Tols-
toye Moods has fafled hecause of Fesvy Fire from 30 Soviel :mig from
the Mulde fust east of Moventoye and flanking €lre from tre Tolilows
Wonds. There 11 & gap i the engiegioment belmres "“e‘ 1281 wnsded grea
ard 2832, whare the panter vegivenl of (50 3 Panler Divittan iy denloys

Ced. withogt waifing f"f dlytuiom ardery, the (apander of Lre Fanirer
grigade bas mowved his Lrigage %0 #101 237.6 morth of Berrpaves, in order-
to repleanith Kiy tanks with fuel and porunitins,  He had to make thig
irdependent deciston bectuse of 1% comolele ohysics! exhaustion of tre
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crews, espacially drivers and radiomen, who have been in octioa cone
stantly for ten days. TYoday's losses can be attributed in part to the
fact that dirvers and radio operators fell asleep during the battie.
Becasuse of decressed combat slertness, five tanks were knochked out one
after another by énemy fire in the evening bours., The Lirigade still has
18 operational taniy.

- After urgent representdtions of this coendition by the brigade and divi-
sion cormanders the Corps bas to take note. Unfortunately, the gap in
‘the encirclement will pernit the Pusstans o try to break ooy during
tﬁc ﬁ-yﬁ

2135: One Battalion of the Id Panzer nivfsioa has reached the northwest corner
of the Tolstoye Woads. The woods are encircled on the west, south, and’
- gast. However, the gap in the porth c2n no longer be closed. According

- of the troops are ta Uete mais.; m\fy bmaﬁcut batttes Qre e be ewec-
ted at might.

The &m Comnander, :mmg the CO!"pi. expresses the hope that the

row or the day afler,

2260: Corps imstructions: The mmy fercm {n the Yohmye Woods are to be
destroyed. The lith Panzer Division {s holoing the noyihern sector,
The GDPS Division will defend its gector and block the =orthern edge of

c-the Tolstoye Wogds by establishing comtect with the 34 Panzer Qivision
“at 258.5 snd the woods ntrtheest of Telstoye, The 1124 Reconnaissamte
Battalion, attached to the 3d Panzer Oivision, {3 fo close the enctrclec
paet and, afver heavy artillery prepavetion, attack esrly and dastroy
the memy Ia the Tuistoye ¥oods. The 3324 Infantry Oivision, 2fter
Hautdating e eoemy peretration southesst of Chapayev, 15 to take up

- defensive positions,  During the night the artillery §5 to cover the

Tolstaye Woods with heavy fire, and tomorvow §t will support the attack,

It pust be rexdy at any fime to lay anninilatizg™ fire in front of the
nerthere frong of the [Ith Panzer Division,

~The 1! S5 Panzer Corps on Lthe cight has bullt 2 ﬁridqebeeé today Gver
the Fsel River. The bridsehasd and the exstern factor of (he Corps have
been subifected 10 baavy s1t2cks. The enemy offersd strong resistance 9
the corrs push to the esit into the arey south of Probborsvir,  The corps
chiective for tomoreow is to extablich contact with Task Force ¥empf b
destroying the onomy tn the sred south of Provhorovia,

- & vory diffioglt day of contat bas passed. The XYL Fanger Corps suce
tess 1% evideormed By the destruciton of 65 ensey €anL5 ard the caplure
0f 50 qunt. sntilank guns, &nd sortars, &% well 85 & great maber of
infantey and band weapons ©f 811 types. One thousand one hundred prie
soners alen were taiken,

Biwtsloa Delly Repoyrts « 14 July 1341

t1en Pamper Diwiiian  Recefved 1735, For 48 hoges the divicion has teen
ragejed tn the ront ST Heenstve Battle 2gatnat § f4l divisions, J Batlered
Atetitons, ant & srrored hrigedes.  Ia Conilang tew kl!ickz since parly rorning the
Savtoty have Boen 3tribisg &oainst the German potitions in areal ilreagih, after
siromg srtillery 3nd rochel pregaration, and with flank support, Efosr artidlery has
been ttrongly retnforted. Same of the encoy was pinned down cefare the matn Line of
restatance by welleplaced srtiliery fire. Some terporary penelrafions have been
throem back by 2 zounterstiach »ith f4nk and 3ss2ult que support.  Artiliery fire
has brokea up pang attemnls 13 atlaci fr tas axsembly itage. .

Thors was {rerasting Srelet aie 2s3lvity durieg the aftorronn, and 31ig0L Gerran

cafr getivity, The 27F0h Arvy A6 Bat ;lisny and tre L0 AL Batislicn, 3ROt down one

{12 plane.

e 158 Motorized irq¥ﬁser Iestruction Sattalion, aingd ome Ccoopary, was attached
13 the dﬁvi&ian.
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Tbe 3326 Infantry afﬁsfm fs stﬂl tryfag to ch:se the gsp tt Chapam. E

- battle waary penzer reegimnts uﬂ! &e ctﬂe o mnm P day of rest tomr- T

oo testimony 6f pFitoners, the Staff of the Soviet X Tonk Corps and-most: -
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Taaks and 2ssault quas have been constantly comitted as sobile reserves.
The roads are in good condition. o

Ooeratxaqa! are 3 flame throwers, 24 Mk 111 long, 12 Mk [V 1onq. 2 ¥ 111
‘ i chort, 2 cormand cars, b medium field howitzers, 17 guas, including 5 how\tzers.
i , § velf-vropelled heavy antitank guns, 3 towed antitank guns,

: : The following nave baen captured Gr dostroyed: 201 tanke, 14 antitank gunsg
o : 1 gun, 2 infantey guns, & heavy mortars, il ltoht sortars, 16 antitank rifles, 42
- : heayy machine guns, 23 light pachine guns, 2 submachine’ guns, 1 srwored scout <,
-1 vew'rle, There are 10/ prisoners, and 150 killed.

Follow-up report, 13 July: captured or destroyed: 13 :aaks. 2 antitank

34 Panzer Divis!on. Received 2245, Durinq the ffrst norntnq haurs the
uooés e&st and northeast of 237.€ were cleared out in the face of stubborn enemy
resistance. The arrored group set out for the Dolgly Woods at 0715 frum 237. 6,
very slowly at first because of & broad and deep minefisld.  After clesring a path
through it, the group encountered encmy tanks 4t the southern edge of tha Yulstaye

Woods. After destroying 3 T34s, the 3d Armored Reconnafssance Battalion succesded
" in penstrating the Dolgly Moods under protection of German tanks., - The battaline
captured the town of Dolqiy and estsblished contact with elements of the 332¢ Infan-
. try Bivision at the western edge of the woods.

i “While the 394th Panzer Regiment was regrouping for the attack on the Tolstoye
: u:’Noods the Soviels counterattacked fron the woods via Hil 258.% tomard the western
part ef_the hunting preserve. These aitacks were made by tanks and infantry in
regimentz} strength, E!'*h about one batlalion of infantry the enesy minased to in-
filtrate the hunting wo.us behind the German Yime, The lst Battalion, 394th Panzer
Gremadier Rogiment, assernhled al the rear and cleared out the woods, destroving four
disebled Savker tanks south of Ridge 254,  Elements of the armored group were d\xer»

Mearahile most of the arvored units linked up with the (D Fanther Brinade sout
of Hill 240.2. Further comdat there wis coordinoeted with tne GU Peather 8ciqads,
which withdrew fram HiYY 240.2, toovorartly in its possession. The 24 Battalion,

33 Panrer Grenadier Regiment, *aq in on the east-west road st 255, came urder hoavy
srtillery, antitsnik, and tanv Yire 211 day, especizily froo the portheast edgs of
the Talstave Woods.  The tank company attached there successfully fended off Soviet
tank #ttacks from the morthwest. Afler rejrouping again, n 2 Crordinated attack
with elements of the GI8G Division, and with an artiliery prejaration, the group
taok HE11 258.5, and reached the northwest edge of the Tolstoye Woods,

There were attacks all day by enemy bombers and dlve borders, esch with 15 o
20 planes, in the entire division sector,

33aé §ﬁ'an*ny lifeigiaon, 9ﬂ*eiuwﬁ 1929, The 10th Panzer &riq;*e, with the
€47t Gronadier Feqtrant, 3iod Fetennsissance Battalion, 34 Battalion of tre 3324
{ngincer Feginent, gad 2 slatoon of the 332¢ Artitank Sattslicn, left the sr1es
sraund 1.5, two bilorelers southwest of Serezovie, and took BITD 2331 ¢ 0130,
Before UIR0 aboyt [ snemy tronsy were deiven ool of the woody weot of Boreolovkas
Erainy Ustiy and the waods o83t of ¥rasny Uslte,  Steong resiatance wai anrountered
tr the woods south of Dolgly. After commitment of the 34 Pyvazer Division from the
rorthesst 11 wes broken yd by dive torbers and zassed artillery firp from elorents
of the €77tk Grenadior Regimgatl from the soulbwest, Thorn were groups of deserters,

AL 1435, the €77tk Grenadier Regiment completed otiupatiss ¢f the line sisianed, the

right egge of the can ia the woods nortrwest of Dolgte, It iy row digatng in,

froey dnfenses of the Tnisloys ares, not yel hraben, considerably hanpersd the
advarce of the Reconnafssange hatialion fowsrd wi1d JA0.0, bul the Dattalion rogched
that hill gt I%30. AL 1700 there were Hay dive bomber atlacks on the parthers pard
of the Tolstoye Moads, 50 far about 450 prisomers have been taven, and & Yot of
booty, iscluding anlitank quas and many automatic weanons.

ey
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rff%es. & heavy sartar. 2-@ach€ne gun&» ! }ight aachtne gun, | vehicle, 21 prfsoners.
2&0 eneny desd. of T oo e

ted to oppase the Soviet tanks at 258.5 and in this battle destroyed 17 encmy tanks. .
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At 0635 2lements of the 678th Gremadier Reqiment cleared enemy troops out of
sectiont of trench west of Ratﬂvo Five Soviets were killed, and twelve antitank
rifles were cantured. - R

Inere wis considerable reconnaissance ond bombing activity by the tuftwaffe.
Soviet aircraft were active in the afterrcon. At 1400 eight bords were dropped
east of Llexsyevka, One Ju-88 and one Ju-B7 were shol dosm by encmy 3nt§atrcraft
during support sttacks in the area around Frasny UsTiv,

Roacs have irproved since yesterday. There was no rain.

During the batrie two light mortar batiaiions and one medium oorter battalion
were displaced forurd into the area west of Berezovka.

- Before the diy {s over elements of the 678th Grenadier Begiment, wpported by

Mavy and ope 1ight artillery hattalion, and with collaboration from units of
thg 255¢h [nfartry Diviston, are to c!ecr aat ghe gap north c‘ Vﬂ?tern‘ﬁakovo The) S5

dtvisien will dig fn on fts now line. e S

o E 0 Gross Deutschiand PG Division. Dnring tha forengan iy ng enemy forces

. with tanks were detected in front of the sector occupiet by the Fusilier Regiment.
’!hey were successfully attacked with artillery and heavy infantry wespons. Since
“the early morning several Soviet attacks with tank support aga‘rst the center of
" the Grenadier Regiment have been repalsed.  Lurrent reports fndigrte thaf three
- enesty tanks were destroyed. Sl .

Vo In order to facilitate the attack of the Panther Brigade, the reinforced Recons
o maigsance Sattalion was committed to attack from the left of the division sector

i o toward the northwest corner of the Tolstove Woude.  The battal{on was unable to A

oo advance in the face of heavy tenk, antitank, and artillery fire from the cbjective
Sots T U ared, and from o the area of Krugiik and Novenkoye, Many Soviet tanks attached Verk-

U hopenoye from HETY 258.5, penetrating the flank of the Reconnaissance Battalion from
‘the northeast. After an.initial good start, the Panther Brigade ran intd suth strong
fianking fire from the Tolstore Koods and Novenhoye 40 HiYY 240.7 that 14 nalted for
. the time being in order to await «ne oulcore of the attack by the 3§ Panrer Diviat¢n
against Doigly and to Vink up with the tanky of the 3¢ Panzer Giviston.

Several Soviet arsored oitacks were rﬁgu:&*d. awd ahout 15 Soviet tan& uere
reported destroyed, :

There was considerable Savist a{r sctivity, bombing ans strafinq The Luftwaffe
fiow & rucber of dive Morter ard broder sorties in support of the Panther Brigade.

The rosds are in good condition.
i Frent Yine is 500 retess souta of 240.2.

Tank situation:  Operadble are 8 M: I1! Jong, 3 flase thrower fanks, 3 Mk v
short, 18 Mk [¥ long, and 36 Panthors, On 13 July an acditionsl & Soviet tanks and
& antitank quny were Captured or destroyed.

Final report, recetved 0030 1S July: After hard fighting the reinforced Recons
ratssence Gattalion succesded in gapturing HiTE 258.% Jate fa the afternovn. Supe
ported by tank elerents of the Heconnsissance Battalion, the 4 Panrer Grenadier
Reqiment occupled the northers edge of the Tolitase ¥onde, Llemgnty of the Battalian
Rave dus in west of the rosd cpposite the Toldtoye Woods. '

The 24 Bavrtalicn of the Fusilise Beaiownt zaptured Lh: wetters 1has of the
ety -pecupind Esbesovikily Faving dnd sdennced north 10 Pnis& J8G. it §5 impossible
Lo advance {rom the ravine 1.5 kilomoters ¢230 of Hovenigye Becaute of 1trong Soviet
defenses (n the patch of woads and strong flanking fire from Hoveskoye. lemenis of
the Reconnafssance 2attalion are deploved 3y resdy resarves northeast of Point 233.5,
Yhe Panther Brigsde, aficr having beon ralipvad by the 34 Panrer (ivition st 242.5,
f5 asswrbling in the southore part of the Fubasowiing Ravies, )
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15 July 1943
Corps Command Post: two kiloseters north of Olkhovka
Westher: overcast, rain, wet roads

General Situsilon: Stoems broushtheavy rains during the previcus nig...
becosing a steady dowrpour Loward ﬁmmin&;. Rlzost all movesent by sotorized forces
is impossible,

In the 11th Panzer Divizica a'ecwr 2 final enemy attack from the north snorny
before 23£0 was fended off. The rest of the night was quiet.

Eiements of the G0PO Division are standing east of the woods rorthwest of the
Tolstaye Woods, and the divisicn has made contact with the I4 Parnzer Division at

o 280.2. There are very strong gnemy. forces in Kovenkoye, and they are directing

heavy fire 3t the dtvisim. _&t &bout ama esmx comentnmm were detccted tn

o° gv,of’c o

. 0A00: The straasg assauic troop5° of the 332¢ Zm'mtry mvi&tm wixh huvy

e Cartillery support, ttirt to penetrate the woods hey kﬂwtm aorthe: 3t : w

of Rakovo frow the scutheast. Thelr objective 15 to close the gap
. between the 2¢ and 3d Battaliens of the (76th Regiment.

. The 39&th Reqimt of the 3¢ Panzer Division penetrates the Tohtoye ;

. Woods fro= the east. The reconnaissasce battalion penetrates from the
“south, It confires the ispression that during the night the enemy evacu-
ated fts forces from the forest and retreated to Kovenkoyn through the
gap morth of 250.2, The final success o the encirciement {5 therefore
rade problematical by yesterday's withdrawal of the Panther Brigade of

the GOPG Division, which i; cmaidﬁeu by tﬁze Caras Commander to have

- been {neacusable, - -

B 0633& The attack of the 3324 !nt‘aﬂtr‘y E}Nistm“s ass&ult troons is boqged s&m
&t the tenaciously defended Soviel position in the woods,

0730: Bad road conditicas are harporing all covement, including the enmy's.
The entire Corps military putice detachuent i5 25signed to bloce the
st important supply ro.od 3nd to . route supply traffic os $ide roads.

-—hfa #nd wad are greatly hiepering efforts by the Pa@zsr Givision to
tlear outl the Toletoye soods.

- hifter init{sl violent resistirce !‘mm scattered onemy units, the 394ih
Pegiment is sdvancing northwest without undue resfstance.

~ The reconnaissance battalion of tihe 6DPG Divisica has found the northers
part of the woo0s free of the eremy. Kor do patrols from the 3324
Fecoanaissance Battalion, probing the woods from west to east, =ike any
eremy Contact. According to PO festizony, the enemy has withdramm o
a strong defents positinn Loth sidys of koverkoye, lesving soall screen
fng detacrments at the <ogll woode! sres mramu of the Tolstoye Woods.
There are mony Soviel tanks in that wooded ares,  Ground rewmatssonw
hat 130 revealid strong enemy forces ¢t Novenkoye,

(930: Tho Corps Coemander points outl o the Army that drawing the boundary
nortt of the Yolstoye Moods confronty the 3324 Infantry Division with
tasis that are too difficult. Siace the Arey cannol promise to bring
ug ke L701h kegirent of the 1334 [nfantry Givigton, which §s 4til} com
attted south of the Péns Filver, the (orps ormander proposes thal afte
tre mopuing up fs coepleted, screening of the Tolutore woody from the

©owest be lefl Lty the 34 Panzer Division, which 13 10 relieve thote unity
of the GOFG Divigies still comitled {n the ares from MilY 230,72 (o the
southern outskirts of Falioovive, The main Hine of registancs i %0 run
from Bill 248.2 pas” the darn at the southeast edge of the small wooded
ares rorthwes? of the Tolstoye Boods, (9 the Fubasovstiy Bavire,

1030 The G004 Bivision gett the order to evpand and tiratohlen (LS rositians
1o that 1t will Rurn Gyer & stardard defensive Lire to 1he 34 Panyer
Divigion. The 607G Olviston will them commil 1835 main forees (o iur“ﬂfl
the defentive effort of the Lith Parger mmm
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: 1130:  The 34 Panzer Division reports inat the Tolstoye Woods have been ¢leared
i ‘ out except for a fiw pochkels ol resistarce. Yhe 334th Reglmeal, ol the
‘ : spstern 3nd norvhwestern corner of the woods, has ssde contact with the
N S 3¢ Reécomnaigeanse Battalion. The division is ordered to prepare (0

o v ;e%iewe the GOFG Diviston up to the southerp edce of ¥alinpvks st night-
. o . . faly. )
- : I 1200: The Arcy concuis with the Corps objective, but calls for & crange in the

S entire directicn of the egeruim. The XLYVI1! Fanzer Corps s to ad-

) o : - vemge its right wing close o the Psel, with {is front directed taws*d
ey ‘the west, Definitive ars..ers will follos, :

cee T T E U 1430:  Sftuation report:

Sl g s e e - O the whole the day s quiet.

A ‘ «1n the 11th Panzer Division sector the enemy has. apparently postooned

3¢, furiher attacks forthe tiee beingy having suffered entresaly bioh casu~

. alties yesterday besause of the division'sotemacious defensive battle,

- Bestdes shock trong probings in the ares of HiY1 227.0 and increasing

Sy martar and artillery fire, there are no special combat actions,

= The GOPG Division fends off wesk enemy units trying to feel their way -

" forward agaiest the front of the fusilier regiment. The von Wistershrein

. battation of the Penther Drigade, which {s deployed ot the seall wooded
- ares porthwest of the Tolstoye Woods ia order $0 soveen 8Gainst Noven«

e ¥

NEE R B koye, in a spirited attack on a Soviet armoced force i a ravine esst of
c Kovenkoye, destroyed 16 enemy tanks In 2 few mbuytes, The Soviets were
i P o S taken by surprise while the crews were cut of the tanks. In this naster

woo-stroke, only one tank was seriously damaged, aad that could he towed

o owy, . An eneoy tamk thrust sgainst the hilY 2t the small weoded area

© morthwest of the Tolstoye Woods has Leen fended off by the GO Reccrmais.
N : S UL sance Battalion, and five V38 tanks have been destroyed. Thus the divie

B B T - ston, despite bad weather and without major mzmwt « has ackhieved &

g . tactical victory
A AR S o -Ihe 34 Panzer Division bas écs‘.myeﬂ three sore enemy tanks on HiYl

< E&0.2. Tre Tolstoye ¥oods 1 fully occunied, although & few insignifis
2 cant eneny pockets still remain in the dense f3 rt:*st‘

«The reconnaissance battalicn of the 3324 Infantry Diviston is nesiﬂawé
south of HI1Y 740.2, A new thrust by the &78th Reqivent has (loved the
gip at Chapayewr. Thg two battsifons have again estabiished Contact esit
of Chapayev. )

T ~ ' 1430:  The Corps fssues the order for rcqmu&irq The 1lth Penrer Diviston will

~ V S Bold the morthern sector &3 defore. The GDPG Division 45 to be reliceed
up t3 the southern part of K2alinovks by the 3d Paszer Division, The
dlvigton will astecdle iy reliesed units in the ares smoth of Kovote-
Tovia, The transfer of Command will take place 2% 0800 on 16 July,
Regrouping will begin at dusk.

- Ihe 45th Enginesr Rattalion wil) Tesve the GUAG Division and sgatn be
attacked directly to the 515th {ngineer Reginental Staff. 1tt eission
will be to mwing the ares at the norlhwesbern corner Of the Tolstoye wouds
9 10 the Berezovid-frugliv road,

— the J44tk Artitlery Group with the 1s% ?at*sﬂw of the 1004t Hogiment
and the [0%th Mortar Batfary soafa altached, wiil sunmort (orpy defense

Y P in both the parthern and weitern Senlors,

1500:  The 3328 Infentry Division reverts to the command of the LI1 Arey Corps.

1855:  The Army Chief of Staff asks whether, in view of an altersd Aroy thlec-
. ' ! _ tive, the rovement of the relieved untty of the GOFG Division can 031}
: be redirected to the arcs Syrisevo-ferelovks-Aletieyevia-Luthaning,

1910 Orders sre sent %o the GUPG Dlvisten. The Mviston nlans tn move the
Panther Brivsde to Bererzavia.  Singe prevatlieg rosd conditiony msbs
night marches foo Qifficale, the {orps perly the resr units to slaet
cub bn wmall groaps during dayiisghe hours.

e




- Bpidoe butlding Lroops are asfoned 10 the Qridges over the Pema al
Syrtseve, Lukhaniro, and Alerseyevis.
- The hroy Cormnser will bring fins irstrytions on the alteved operd-
tions on the 6th. ‘
2015: Yhere i3 ro chinge in the siveation. On the rigat wisg of the 1ith
Panzer Divisicn one aisault growd has arhieved 3 consideradle sulcess.
. Hany heady weapons hive boes captured ama the enetry s Suffered many ’
g . serfous casualties, B
~In the Toistoye Woods the 24 Panrer Diriglon has cantyred Dany weapons
and valuable materiel 1aft by the enemy when they withdrew during the
R ~ , night, Inveatory is siill proceeding.
I SN e e — The second eavelopmant and encircling battle in froant of the western
oy S o flank of the Corps, sccording to prelininary reports, yiglded the fol-
SRS lowing enesy casualiies and captured booty: . - S
S SN TR ARG privieers: o o0 o o0 0o g ~
' g 10230 Geass :
o 148 tanks
IS 32 quns
S | 103 antitenk guns
57 mortars :
: 99 maching guns
. , - 164 submuching. gunt
. : o 164 xntitank rifles
L k3 trucks ' e
T L 2 tractors -
R oo 2 adrplanes, o ; T S e ot
v L -=The 11th Penzer Jvisfon, sublected to the hesviest attacks, also cap~ :
L e ured or destroyed tnr following: e e e s
om— S , o co 18 prisoners ' : B
655 enenry dead
36 tankt
¥ guns
Lo 25 antitenk quns
T 26 e iars L
. o 1YY meshine guns
* - : 14 sytraching guns
' 4% zntiyank rifles
& wontcles
1 tractor
. & $ofaniry Sund
2 ormred Scout CETT.
. - Since the beninning of the batthe, O Corps hat destroyed 553 Sovist
esnhs grd captured HTED prisoneri. e
2030:  The Coender of the Parzer Arey istues & pretininsry order directing
A the Comrander of tre FLVELD Panter (orps to sic the affensive and be
ready 1o witbdesm soultward to the dinss reld oo & July. The withe
™ drins) sedse way prosoted by the difficglt situation at the right fleak
. of tha Panger Ay, wherg the Suwiels Rave grepitled frash reserves,
. fnelyting sng taci aroy, one Curiined arms areve, and several Laehoard. .
- rifle corni.  These troops Pawe mel the metn forces af the 11 45 Panter
Carps et slemerty of the Task Fruecs Lempf sn & Tajor 230k battle st
Srothorovia and tureed them back, metatied orders will Yollow,
Biviston Dziiy Reports « L& Juiy 1543
Yign Panzer THufsion, Eecotved 1700, The enemy was guteter than ynelals
o day, pretumahly a5 2 e Tt of Tasualties suffured during the Ya4l fow dips. Hom :
ever, artillery 2ad automaltc ovn tire ingresied, prriicuiariy on fhe Fight flank, *
Cormant 3esaslt troopd, proviey ioward the pasitions sround 07,0 Junl before (L
wore driven Rack, A% abdel VRS Sawiat troopy preparing tno gitaik the gentee of (he
dieision seciar werp dispersed by artitlery fira. Aetillery repealediy sod effecs
tively broke wp obserend Soviel rovemtls.
136
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There wes Tiithe air sclivity om eltder gisy,
‘The roads ave muddy, passable only Sy overland vehicles,

The 11t Heavy Mortze Raatzment {2inus one battallion) was attached t5 the dM-
sion, the first units arriving in the jlintkiy ares by evening.

Operationat are J flsane thrower tanks, 31 My L] lorg, 13 Wi IV shert, 2 M
LT short, 2 comrmand cars, 7 medtue fleld bowitzers, 13 a53ault guns, 6 dowilzers,
telf-nroreliond heavy 2ntitynk guns, and § heavy tw antitank guns, Captured of

¢« dettroved sm-u» ;;ﬂsmeﬁ and geserters, & light machine gunt, 8 sulmachine guns,
ard 3 rifle follemweyr o 4 Julyr & YWs 8 76.3vm antitank guns, 8nd 3 &nzi-

tank r!f!es cwtumd or ssitroved.

e cae German officer and |5 sen of the i1ith Psrm' Grosadier &mima were C4p~
: tumd yesterdey, some of this wounded. “wo men of the um kmm: kmaisume -
lﬂtﬂlm were killed.  The Soviets hay the wm. ;

“- 134 Panzer Diviston, Becatved 1735, cmwmm mos! mt &; cm tn

‘ctur out The JoTataye wouds. The wovds wore crotsed weithe Little ‘eneny resdstances
but with some delay caussd by the Impenei=able thickat. The westers edge of the ‘
wooded ares was reached at about 09O, MWith the M Dletiion msas thc 4 !u!wtty
Pletsion the 34 dug in 8% the edze of the woods. - ‘ « '

7 Yesterdsy the Soviets had suffered heavy casuslties fn tmg: unods; Q‘m a«ermn‘ ;
ariftlery fire and cive bomber attacks. K count 15 st11) beling sede of wespons .gs*ff.
gear -efg behied,  $ooe Soviet trocps are Still seatiersd i the 4hichat. et o
the Totelove VWoodt the srmaved grous engased i coversl bettles om WEWY 28002,
L P TR - Ihree énemy tanis were msamw. S-«:sth .«mn are &.wpyt*eq mf M*t md t'we LA
R SR L mﬂhef te.tszayc.

UMY day hm way !su\«y s«fﬂ rtﬂtery firt o the. ésfem& Hn md t!m eég@

’cf m w0ods . : :

Pl The Smtezs are b»mdim up. & new dafense Tine west erf !%avmkams. tnrim;

HEEE R : ,behma strong rearguards with tanks, the main Soviet Torcer have poved back along
: : the left bebing the Novenkoye sector,. From this new base defente Vike Soviet teme
B T fm& i-xfaatry probes were eade against the Gernen defense line,

e 2324 Infantry Divicion, Becawse of heavy losses on the pre:teim; éws\ o
: the Smims were untkle 10 continge their attacks, but ooy stil) tried to advince
SR S to the German line at 280.7 and 230.9.  Tenk forces move? up 1o (Bepeyev yeslerday
- , : ' have ovidently bDeen shiifted northwest becsuse of the Intesie German fire ¢n the
. : . pafch of woods three hilometers west oF 281,89 snd om (hapipev, Soviet 9o Gersin
SAh I tanks were tn combat at 1300, The Tolstoye woods sre 238l beieg nopned up.

The clearing out and closing of the qip north 10 nortiveest of Raasvo was bepun
or 14 July &t 1950 &nd comileted in the moening uf 35 July. &b enery probe with 300 -
oen ¢nd one Lank 3t 2109 toweard the Sicikudsl sres wad Selted by tetllitery fire,

. CLer , There his Been haraiving Soviet fire, especially on 243.8. Do sutomstic gun
g RS TR : from the srex two kilometsrs north of (hpeyey Mg fired en Germen poLitions wﬂ"&-
i R , west of Paboen,

German artillery successfully attacked heavy wesoons, trcw congentrat {ong, mi
t Yid% & cotum of adout FIO swm on (he road feom Melovoys €3 Chantyee,  Fire st
been placet on roriol Jaunthers ia the Ploloverd arca and southertt of Melovipe,

Trere wan 63 Soviet 3ir 2:00vity.  Some Gerean plenes flew roccoraittancs mise
$10RE I L aflerrogn,

- ‘mrf wes hedvy rate in Lhe soreing, clearing up afur 108, Lome rain fell in
o the afternson. The rosds ave considerebly sofleced i, IU {5 ol Dossidle W0 merve
z bravy artillery.  Sundly sovementt sce arestly hindered,

" ; The 14 Battalioe, £743n Srevadier Eaglment, it in Feiprve Al Sabown,  The 34
Battalion, 67710 Gremadior Hogirenl, B85 00 reterug 18 $he gattern fart &F 1k woods
werl of Pereraebs,  The Fropmmsitiande RBatlalice fs Beissg faten ouf 5F the fromg lires
avd retisved by slsmenty of the 34 Parzer Tivithon amy 98 4170k xrwv*er Segiment,
Tha Battalion will be shifted o the rorthasst portioe of Serelsvis 3% tre Sissmial

.
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of the division, The attacemert of tae 53l Hedey Moride Seatoeal wdd Lekeiied

' * early on 15 July.

| Meadouarters of the 677tk Grenddier Begiment ere weil of Berelnvie.
Tre mission of the divisioa 1% 1o estantish & fgin Jine ¢f roitslancs,

Gross Deytscniany 5 Disision, Becel

Gross Deutsctian: Iy tI¥.2 ceived 1715, The day tas passed
quictly in the secio ¥ the Fuailier ard Cron

Sire vecimeats. One enemy ALLACE

i from the pateh of wooss west of B, againt® the Highwdy wal pewslsed by (h relne

farced Recornaissance gavtaiton, 208 tn e countersitach five enewy Linas wers 8% .
troyed. A smail atteck by The fopiher Delgidy tnta the derreiiion ot heest 0f

ovinkoye led 1o the Gestruclios of 16 enemy tanks, with only one Ha ¥ 1SST Dy the

s Serwans. Facorndissance reiga’s (DAL the wooded &res wett of %k, b5 wery ntavily
. eoccupied by tasks ard Infantry. ‘ ' ;

" Heavy velms make travel S1F11cuit for whrelid veriies.

0 M IY short, 11 M TV long, 20 Panthers, end. b Tigeess .Irave wers J dotsl Tevses, o .
“Also operaliona) were 23 attawli gund, 1€ Tim gung, 20 64me lowed qui. One 13-2 -
tit:n(;. 42 tards, 4 £ gunt 6f variout Lypas were destroyed of captured,

. oparationsl Balid 2ol were T 11 WO TEL Tong, & 5 H e thegarss A
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- ARPDNDIX

CONSIDERATIONS FOR TACTICAL HUCLEAR WARFARE

Each of the fourtees breskthrough cperations was examingd to ascertain the
opportunities, or possibilities, for esployment of tactical nuclear weapons, had
“such weapons boen avaiiable to the opposing companders at the time of the operaticm.
It must be eophezized that this is 3 completely arbitrary extrapolation from histor's
cal datd, And that the tdctics and deploym.ts upon which thig extrapolaticn fi based
did ot reflect gontemplation of ke employment of any such weapons of mass destruce
;:on. Yeté‘sc tgng uftﬁs fact is. bon;e in Mnd‘. the ez;'ti;gpahticfm {s bc;meved to

reasonalle, 1 the o outng assuapt ons are & so &pp Lo this pure y bypo- :
thettca% examination: TR

1. If the attacker md _,sgg to ngmsess wﬂh cmmﬁayn forcm
" he uoaté be un¥iitﬂ‘“f"E@éf&iﬁgggg_g_i nUCTeRr w2200ns; - ,
2. Erofolant sodT steongly faeor the egle ‘
3. g&;tieal puciesy weanons would not be sse
because there were onporiunities: .
&, The evplowent considered would he the first use by either side in this
particuler caspatgn {without prejudqing whether or notl they might have been used
| earlier elsewhere during this wirl; :
‘ 5. Other than recognizing the Yikelihood that first uvie would a!mnst certainly
be followed by the opponent's emplowment of tactical fycliear w%&peﬂﬁe censiderations
aof strateqic or ;acﬁica! deterrence were not addresse
6. Deplovwnts oF £r33ps 2nd weapoms wWere not chansed, 3lthoush It i probable
that with taitical mut !ear weagaﬁs availabie troops would be more wideiy dispersed.

- The reader 17 further cautioned that the analytical effort herein r9?¥sc ed has
been Yimited to considorstfon of hreakthrough operations, -Huclear weapins employe
-ment way have different considerstions or potestial iz mpact on 6tbar types of military
operations. :

!t is chvious from the narra?ives tr&t‘ reﬂxrd}n;s of \Pe care with nﬁich

fve

o

fivey
iight{y or capriciously werely

Htﬁé‘ﬁ:ﬁﬁ??ﬁ&"‘é?fgi shortly al auz$écz«nereiratnaa 3L aai s xns;!azéd. She *hxc
codfusion 1 1ncreases«~rarticu[g;Li_is_ihﬁ,défend!ng ‘gijgf*gt the zttack progeeds
™~ and gains momentyd.  The more rapid the sovermgnt of the atiacker, the less opportu-
ntty either side will have to acquire targets of opportunity which will rerxrin-in
place Yong enough and which will be substantial eoauqh to wirrant firing s nutlear
weapon,

Thus, in areas whove thé defenses are strong, and succeed in ioposing any sig-
nificant delay upon the sttacker, the opportunities for both sides 0 use tagtical
nuclesr weapons 23ainst tarsets other than fixed cormand and ccntrn! centers ang.
supply depots will be hatter than in a fs3t-movipg stludtion. There are {wo read-
sons for this, In the first glace, greaster concentrations of farga will be required
ts achieve obiectives, particularly on the part of the attacker, and second, both
sides will have both time and cpportunity to ascertatn major hostile concentrations,
whizh are not likely to rove rapidly. Under these circumstsnces, with his defenses
kolding cedxtively well, the ocoportunity is better for the defendar,

In 2 more rapidly rovieq situation, sither because the defensive and offensive
concentrations are.not sufficientiy grest fa zwna%it raneuver, or hegause the attack
er has begun 10 achieve his penetration far both), the difficulties Wit} {ncrease
for both sides, but relatively, the att*c&nVn~ ince ke has the inittative, and singe
Kis troop rovements are 10 5000 extent conforming (o & prier plan—will heve & hette
“poportunity than the Jefendér, who will hive great diff{culty not only in knowing
where prospective t&rqets'are.;but 3150 in knowing where his own forces are.
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opportunity than the defender, who wi.. have great dfff%c&@ty not only in knowing
where prospective targets are, but also in knowing where nis own forces are.

Where the attacker has the 2dvantage of surprise, his }e!atively ‘batter oppor-

tunfties will be further ennancea sinne he =ill be able to conform more closely to

plan, while the defender wi1) be more confused and disrupredl If the attacker had

reason to antfcxpate difficutty in achieving his ocbjective, he might well use tactis
- cal puclesr wespons either t2 cause the initisl surpriseor ta reinvorce {t, .

With thess assumﬂt‘cns and fe&s*derat(ons in mind, the nossibi!itv that either

or both sides wight emsiloy tsctical nuclear wedpons was examined under two general
eircumstances: {(a) at the cutset of & breakthrough attack, and {b) during the
bmkmmgh or duriﬂg exgrwitaum. The gvaiuauons are sh«m iz. Figure 3.

"1' L \‘ nnﬁ-~:a’

W“a. mcz.m mssmxmzzs 'f

oo Attacker o b o Defender , et
, At Outset l During/After | At Outset 3 During/hfter
‘Fegidds LA B ST vxo
Flanders . X R . Ax .
Ukratne ' %
g X %
] x X
’ X SR X, xt
& Belgornd-ﬁharkov i SR % X
T Cobra X X X
Manchuria X X
~ Korth Korea o x
L Sinral
i Rafah : X
Aby Agella x
Syria '
S la x SR X
Tel Faher X _ R X
Totals 7 K] 8 14

It was found that use of tactical nuclear weapons by the attacker would have
been possible or Tikely in seven of the fourteen cases. These were all instances
in which the defender was in a strong position, and in which the attacker might have
had grounds for considerable uncertainty as to prompt achieserment of a breakthrough,

In only three instances would the attacker have been Yikely to use tactical
nuclesr wespons In the breakthrough or exploitation phases. These were atl instances
on the Russfan Front, in which strong defenses had severely irpeded the romentum of
the atlack, and complete success was still in doubt. : .

There were glight instances in which the defender was deomed l1koty to employ
tactical nuclesr weapons—~—five of these beiny examnles in which use 4t the outset by
the attacker also wss considered Yikely, A1l elqht Oof these were tnstances in which
the defender, even if surprised, bad some information of the concentration of attack-
tng forces in preparation for an offensive, and had reascn to lLave concern for his
ability to stop such an stteck. '

It was deemod likely that the defender would have emploved avatlable tactical
nuclear weapons in 21l 14 nf the breakthrouch examples. In cach Instance §t was
felt that, as the possibility of breakthrouch and defeat became isminent, the stakes
would have apgeared high encugh 4o the defonding commander for him to erploy such
wespons a3 & desperate effort to halt the attacker and prevent him from successfu!
exploitation.
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S S On the basis of the above amalysis, the following specif(c isplications have
cre g : been drawn:

~Defense Iﬂciications

_ S A, Use of tartical nuclear weapcns to plug 2 breakthrough utll be
A - -k S extremely difficult because of the probless of target aCQutsxt‘on.

e _ - B. Thus, conttngarcy pre-planning {oe the use of tactical nuclear
5 R ' apons will be essential if they are to be egployed efrectively. for
“{nstance:
L 1. Pre~planned tacticc\ nuclear fires should be ready on call
- beyord the FEBA, before penetration, or possibly to block reinforcements;
- and. behind the FEBA at Likely points of potentia! hcstitq concentratien -
in he event & breakthrough has bequa; MR
- 1“2, There will need to be withdrawal SUPs,.related ‘to the contia- A
;gencies in which fires are planned behind the FEBA, to help withdrawing NG
':unitﬁ to avoid being in target sreas for pre-planned nuclezr concentrations.

s €. 1f the Defender fires first, he must recognize that the attscker

: w!li be prepared to fire, and that in such event, forces deployed in the

’first e?he!on on both siégs of the FEBA &”ﬁ un1ik@%y to survive &3 effece
tive units; ;

" D. In extremis, the defender is likely to employ tactical nuctear
weapons, despite £5"other iaplications of such use.

- Offense Impiirations

A, Plans should estigate time and place af Iikely defense firﬂs of
tactical nuclear weapons, for at least two reasons: :

1. In order to be able to pre-empt, and

2. Yo avoid creating targets;

B, Doztrine should consider fully all implications of three major
“choices in use of tactical nuclear weapons in the attack: o

2 o - . 1. Use early, to facilitate breakthrough,

- : 2. Use Yater, {f conventional breakthrough efforts faiy, andlar
o ' 3. ‘Use for destruction and disruption in exploitation.

£. 1f surprise is achieved in the employment of tactical nuclear
weapons, the attacker may be able to inhibit effective retaliation.
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