
Symbolic Protests and Friends of the Earth 

 

Introductory note, 2012 

 

From 1972 to 1977, Friends of the Earth in Australia was involved in an epic struggle to stop the mining 

and export of uranium .  One small sideshow was the symbolic protest organized in 1977 to challenge 

Mary Kathleen Uranium Mine at its Annual General Meeting.  

 

Having returned from working in Kenya the previous year, I was peripherally involved with FOE that 

year.  I wrote this report in 1997 as part of Friends of the Earth’s self-reflexive approach to organization 

social protests.  The results were not anticipated…that the protest would achieve its public media 

exposure objectives, but that it would be judged the loser in the contest with Mary Kathleen Uranium in 

the struggle for popular hearts and minds, by the media itself. 

 

As a Friends of the Earth activist at the time, I also partook in the planning, event, and post-event 

evaluation.  I am not sure if my report changed anyone’s minds about the utility of symbolic protests, 

although it certainly changed my own.  

 

Peter Hayes 

San Francisco 

February 13, 2012 


















































































































