RV
;

Flle cets 14

LA g
VD TOFT Y . .

SN A R [ /5

THE STUDENT MOVEMENT IN SOUTH KOREA

July 30, 1987 : ’

snus
saes e
* * @
. [
(2N 2]
. [
. ]
(XX T Y]
[
.
seEne
. .

f

. }
This paper was prepared for the Department of State as part
of its external research program Views or conclusions con-
tained herein should not be interpreted as representing: the
official opinionh or policy of the Department of State

[ 3

L3
L]

saBASS

LI XX}
P80 8RS
LA N N ]
shsane

. Wwee T Beyuid7T



] L]

CONTENTS
Introduction
Recruitment and Indoctrination
lRadical Ideclogy and Its Prospects
Organization and Leadership
student Activists and Other Students
Radical Students and the Middle Class
Student Activists and the Christian Church
The Student Effort to Infiltrate Labor

Discussion

LA ] [ W § L3 ® & .e £ & 9 Susn L] LR N 2 "e
+ % t e ¢ o 9 [ ] € & s & & “« ¢ s
L I £ % . [ L} ces L] * 4 & 9
& = €S & LE BN - . f & . L] «® 8 =
. = LI L . [ 3 s & @ * & & .« 8 @

& E0a & ‘.... LN J L ] L ] * . L N ) L3 )

11
19
24
28 .
31

33
g

cssonssse
L] * 4
L] LI
LA R N J
L ] L J
(XA X R X
L ]
.
sssaN

[ ] *
LE X2 2



INTRODUCTION

There have been dramatic and. important changes in many
aspects of the South Korean student movement since the end
of the Yushin era in 1979: ideology, internal structure,
tactics, relations with other sectors of society, and the
capacity to conduct coordinated and disciplined operations
have all evolved in various ways. Such changes are to a
large extent the subject matter of this report. But in
examining the student movement, it is essential to recognize
and to keep in mind a crucial element of continuity with the
long and influential Korean past. .Student goals are
moralistic and utopian, often to a passionate, even
sometimes to a ludicrous degree. Korean governments have
tried to counter student protest on the basis of
conventional establishment ideology, comprising mainly anti-
Communism and rapid economic development. Officials are
concerned with concrete, practical goals - the uses and
maintenance of power and the increase of tangible material
goods ~ while students deal largely with ethical
abstractions. e

The struggle can be seen ‘in Confucian terms as a,pqyal
one; are those in power virtuous enough to retain the{ *:
mandate of heaven? Indeed, that question is often the....
underlying basis for the way Koreans regard their leaders.
Given this strongly moralistic component of popular seesee
political culture in South Korea, the authorities may°w1n
most of the battles, but they tend to lose the wars. *°'.*'‘.

The purlty of students' motives and their dedicatidh to
hlgh ideals is an undisputed given of the sltuatlon, whmle
it is also universally accepted that those in high ofilce
are more or less corrupt, seeking to advance their own,,*
interests. Thus students are always able to sieze and.heold-
the moral high ground, even when they challenge convenbmonal
thinking and the sgtatus guo in such areas as anti- -Communiemn,
the advantages of unrestrained economic growth or thessees
importance of the Olympics for national prestige. Itig-rhe
purity of their motivation and their sincerity that chrritks
weight in the ideological struggle for popular supporil. '':

But such altruism also separates students from the '
political opposition and the moderate middle class
proponents of political change. In fact ordinary Koreans
may strongly disapprove of student extremism, denouncing the
actual content of the slogans chanted or written on banners
during demonstrations. Nevertheless the students' untainted
1ntegr1ty has an almost mystical power. The Chun Doo Hwan
regime has made a determined effort to contain the student
movement in recent years, not just with tear gas but alsoc on
ideological grounds. Because of the persistant importance
of traditidna’L; ethiqal“ldeae‘anﬁ pne-etQQent monopoly of
virtue, it ‘had faliéd Pt '

The woridly .eynic may pr'otdst.‘th.att 411 this is a
sentimental interpretation in neo-Confucian terms of what is
really just a disguised struggle for power and the rewards
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'discipline or a new spirit of non-conformist individuglism?

that go with it. I would simply reply that anyone who wants
to use such a coldly rational, universal conflict model is
welcome to it. Certainly that is the direction today of
student theorizing, which is increasingly based on the
concepts of class warfare and imperialist aggrandizement.
But it seems evident to me that more irrational and
emotional elements are also involved in student discontents
and motivations, and that the reaction of the Korean man-in=-
the-street is, at least on certain critical occasions, based
as much on the stirring of deeply internalized, gut values
as it is on rational calculations of self interest.

- Unfortunately the students' acknowledged. role.as conscience

of the nation carries with it a built-in disadvantage, one
that has been pointed out by many observers: students tend
to be highly intransigent, ardently pursuing democracy
without a clear idea of the self restraint that is necessary
to make it function. Complete conviction regarding the
1truth' of their own ideoclogies and the purity of their own
abstract goals leaves very little room for compromise.

What makes events in South Korea so hard to understand
and to predict is the complexity and instability of thg ¢
socio-psychological mix -~ the uneasy, tension-ridden; .vecee
malintegration of different belief systems and codes Of° ¢
behavior. In any given situation what are the dominan&..
factors that govern actions and events? Is it the tendency
towards elitist, top-down authoritarianism that is degply:
rooted in Korean culture, or is it the perennial .
discontented rebelliousness that tries to tear down
established structures of authority? Does the heroic|Yisk-

taking of radical students reflect a traditional collegtlye

ceacew

Similarly, does the embrace by students of an eclectid..” .
amalgum of radical ideologies mean that youth in South.&Kerea
is on an open ended quest for new intellectual horizome;-or
are we seeing merely the substitution of one narrowly .
circumscribed orthodoxy for another? Such guestions are**
hard to answer, and yet real understanding of the forl¥s®:
driving the student movement requires that one come td grips
with these issues. o _ R
There is enormous ambivalence in the thinking of
activist students between the acceptance of established
hierarchies of status and merit on the one hand, and an
insistance on across the board egalitarianism on the other.
What should be the primary focus of individual loyalties:
the family? high school classmates? the South Korean
State? a pan-Korean nationalist vision uniting both North
and South in some sort of mystically utopian recreation of
Koguryo? And most ambivalent of all, there is the contrast
between personal ambition and the emphasis on austerity,
self-sacrifiice, rand the straping pof the discomforts of the
poor. Student: idedliogues, &td indded, ithe rank and file of
activists ‘es.well,iprovidd arswdrs. ‘te.ithdse questions with
uncompromising certainty, but in actuality loyalties are
deeply divided. Some of the issues are out in the open,

tntae



debated fiercely by students themselves, while others are
unacknowledged and remain out of sight, contributing to the
mood of tragic anxiety that one often encounters in talking
to student activists.

Any examination of the current political struggle and
the role of students must also take into consideration the
changing socio-economic context of South Korean society.
Living standards continue to rise for nearly everyone.
There is increasing self confidence about the ability of

. Koreans to compete against other nations and growing

optimism regarding the country's long term prospects. As

the weight of traditional.constraints. declines,.yeowng. peoprle . .

are more outspoken, more demanding, and less restrained in
their behavior. Regardless of governmental efforts to keep
the 1id on, South Korea has become a much more open society,
especially compared to the 1970s under President Park. In
recent years a greater degree of repressive force has been
required to maintain a less tightly disciplined and
controlled state. In the mix of persuasion and coercion
used by the Chun regime to maintain itself in power, ,....
persuasion has become almost completely ineffective in,,,.*
dealing with students. cocane
In trying to understand the motivation and behavior &f
militant students, it is also helpful, I think, for tace
foreigners to loock at another aspect of the Korean cultural
tradition - in this case an emotional orientation that‘Ts‘
not derived from China or Japan or the West but is deé
rooted in the unique national experience of Koreans. "éple
in any society will, of course, react negatively to ex reme
hardship, injustice, oppression, unfair treatment or shame.
But in Korea there is a conscious, culturally determined.
and, in fact, almost institutionalized form for the ‘.." ¢
expression of individual and collective anger and teease
helplessness in the face of a tragic fate. The term fot*:

this in Korean, han, has no good translation in English, but

is best represented by a cluster of words and phrases ‘SUdh
as grievance, rancor, resentment, chagrin, desire for:”:'3
revenge, and the aspiration to overcome all dlfflcultle_..
through heroic effort. Han is the obsessive emotional,,..*
reaction to deep disappointment and a sense of unjust
treatment, and the result can be uncontrollable fury.* A
partlcularly thoughtful academic observer, Professor Kim
Kyong Dong of Seoul National University, has written that
this emotional force "can be an important source of
motivation for action -- for either achievement or
conflict".** Thus the concept of han can be used to help
explain both the national determination (expressed in
thirteen hour factory work days) to overtake Japan

*It should® bé pdintefl bttt ag an‘linteresting example'of the
juxtopositibn.ot oppbéltés #hht Xorkank ihave frequently been
praised for: their.-anduraree,:resilitney,-and fatalistic
acceptance of extreme misfortune.

**Kim Kyong Dong, Unpublished ms.



economically, or the self-immolation of university students
in protest against government repression. Professor Kin
writes, "it is a poignant psychological force with
tremendous potentially destructive power."

Koreans have a strongly traglc sense of their natlonal
history -- of centuries of invasion, occupation,
destruction, oppression, and exploitation. In the modern
period there has been no let-up, with division of the
country and a disastrous civil war forced on the nation as a
result of the intervention of foreign powers. More recently
there has been a widely shared and grow1ng popular

.repugnance for the political repression . practiced by two = =
militaristic regimes; and the han that has been generated as

a result appears increasingly to have outweighed in the
perceptions of students the psychological rewards of
increased material prosperity. Han is a diffuse and
1ntang1b1e concept that does not lend itself well to
rigorous social science analysis, but it nevertheless makes
sense to those of us who have observed Korean students in
action.

Organized student protest against polltlcal autherity

‘has a very long tradition in Korea, reaching back at least

as far as the 16th century. In the modern period the: *:
student movement can be said to have its direct roots in.the
Japanese colonial period, when dissent was an expression.bf
national patriotic resistance to the illegitimate ruleewf.
hated foreigners. Attitudes and emotions generated at that
time appear to have been carried over to the period of*;*~,
liberation and independence since 1945, in the sense tﬁﬁt
the government and pollce are regarded with total enmlty,

" and issues are seen in absolute black and white terms, .

Student protest is an attack against authority itself;,®hich
becomes the embodiment of evil, rather than against tha...
specific policies formulated by the authority. teeses

In contemporary South Korea the role of dissenting "’ ¢
students as the purest expression of the nation's ideadw=*uand
noral traditions has become institutionalized. AlthoQti*:
there may be criticism of extremist ideologies and v161ent
tactics, the student movement generally has the respeél, .
sympathy, and admiration of most of the population. Because
of the importance in Korean society of close kinship ties
and old boy networks based on high school and university
association, student thinking easily and gquickly penetrates
all elite groups. The clder generation and conservatives in
general may be opposed to specific goals, but  they are
nevertheless constantly exposed, not only to the currents of
student thought, but also to the considerable weight of
student righteousness. In the long run this tends to be
more influential than government propaganda.

No systematic:attempts w:.;Ll be: made here to trace the
student mévement'sihistory since 1945,: byt a few remarks
concerning.kthel Yackdround. of. the &ifrygnt,isituation are in
order. Although the actual student participants are
completely replaced every four years, hierarchical and



collective aspects of Korean social structure ensure a
substantial degree of continuity in the goals, tactics, and
internal organization of the movement.

Leftist and anti-American elements of student thought
were already important during the U.S. military occupation
from 1945-1948, and this ideological orientation, while
often submerged in the subseguent decades never disappeared
entirely. More recently it was the intense crackdown on
student dissent by Park Chung Hee's internal security forces
during the Yushin period (1972-1979) that initiated a more
radical political stance and more tightly disciplined

- clandestine organizations among students....Many.student . . ... ...

leaders were arrested and imprisoned during this period, and
new kinds of organizational structures were adopted in the
effort to resist infiltration by government agents, and to
ensure continuity under new leaders. Disillusionment with
the United States as the principal ally, and support for
what was regarded as an oppressive militaristic dictatorship
became more widespread. It was also possible to discern at
this period the pattern that was to be characteristic qf,...
subsequent relations between the authorities and militapf.®
student groups. Students reacted to the more intensivayeese
often in the short run apparently effective, governmenfal -
efforts to disrupt their active dissent by adopting a nmeme,
bitterly confrontational attitude. Increased repression *
bred increased hostility, accompanied by more radical :[*°**°
political theories - at least among leaders. 1In other ‘words
the effort by the ex-military rulers to root out subveifive
thought tended to be counter productive. Or, to rephrgse,
the situation in terms of the concepts introduced earlier,:
the student movement was being shaped by the emotions ¢f han
and a heightened conviction of its own moral righteousnedss
In the late 1970s a sharper distinction developedsesee*

between the aspirations for gradual political reform thryquyg

L]

the adoption of democratic political institutions by
ordinary rank and file student activists and sympathizé#¥ *4n
the one hand, and the goals of a much smaller group of :1ef
leaning, ideologically committed leaders on the other. .,
Close communication and mutual support developed among °'the’
more radical student leaders and progressive intellectuals,
both in academia and in literary and artistic milieux, and
contacts were also maintained with groups in Japan who
supplied texts and sophisticated theoretical indoctrination.
There was also increased recognition by students during this
period that the version of Korean history they had learned
in high school was often misleading and even false. The
resistance activities of Korean Communists against Japanese
colonial rule had been completely ignored by official text
books, and the accounts of post-liberation political
struggles wéte 'badly @istqrted: <‘hs g result cynicism,
distrust, and sidtedatic idedlbgifalihestiility towards the
authorities .besame.moke .widesptead ahony ‘students.

Following the assassination of President Park in
October 1979, student groups shared the widespread popular

e



expectation that fundamental democratic reforms would socon
be adopted. But then, after the military coup of December,
1979 frustration and apprehension among students rose as .
General Chun Doo Hwan and his associates pursued their time
table for the reassertion of authoritarian military rule.
Massive student demonstrations were organized in Seoul
in mid-May 1980, accompanied by demands that General Chun
relinquish some of his newly acquired powers, and that a
definite time table be announced for concrete measures of
democratization. Estimates vary, but it is believed that as
many as 80,000 students were in the streets of Seoul on May
215 v Even..larger demonstrations. were. scheduled for the 16th,
but opposition politicians, church leaders, and moderate
student opinion prevailed on the activists to cancel the
show of popular force. It was an impressive display of
organizational self-discipline and coordination. As a
result of some unruly mob scenes during the previous
demonstrations, there had been a widespread feeling that
public order was threatened, accompanied by a drop in
popular support for the students. Above all there was at
that point a desire not to provoke a military take-ovegr by
Chun. It now appears evident, however, that Chun had ***°
already made his decision. In spite of the cancellatidh’df
the Seoul demonstrations, student leaders were arresteg on
the night of May 17th, and martial law was declared. -,
Student demonstratlons organized in Kwangju on the 18th"were
put down with bloody ferocity, and armed insurrectioniby the
citizens of the city followed. The effect of these events
was to discredit absolutely the voices of moderation widkin
the student movement. s Lt
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RECRUITMENT AND INDOC NATION

Korean high school students who hope to get into
college, live an extremely constrained life, one that is
focussed almost entirely on studying for university entrance
examinations. School itself is tightly structured and '
authoritarian. Students are not encouraged to express their
own thoughts; rather they must soak up knowledge passively,
accepting everything they are taught as absolute truth. At
home family life is geared to providing encouragement and
support for the educational sweepstakes. Any slackening of

effort or class.standing.is.cause. for great parental.. . s g s
concern, and pressures on the child to do well are llkely to

be intensified.

Upon entrance to a university both the constant
pressures for high academic performance and the tight social
constraints are abruptly relaxed. The student enters a
completely different world - an experience that can be both
intoxicating and disorienting. The freshman knows that he
has four years of relative freedom ahead, before society....
closes in on him again with long hours and close supervisicn
in an office, and eventually family respon51b111t1es * o Thees
is the only time of life, at least until retirement, when' Ire
can be non-conformist, escaping from established autho:xty~
Today most Korean unlverSLty students are taklng advantdge’
of this brief period, indulging themselves in more or 1l&s¥"’
hedonistic activities, depending on the. amounts of avallab}e
spending money. entoet

But the freshman who is caught up in the militant,, .
activist student movement reacts quite differently to the" s

‘challenges and opportunities of university life. He 1atches

on eagerly to the traditional student's role of bearer o’
the unsullied moral conscience of the nation. For the first
time he looks up from his text books and cobserves - und®ri*]

-the guidance of new, radicalized peers - the actual soc1ety

LEX ¥

around him. He is no longer in a sheltered env1ronment,“u.,
where there is always only one correct answer that is tp be
memorized and regurgitated on a test. Now he is plungegd....
into controversy and must for the first time in his lifd&...°
make important choices, both intellectual and social: what

“and how should he study, and who should he associate with?

What sort of moral stand will he take on political issues?
It is an interesting fact that in most cases he :
enthusiastically adopts a whole new perspective on the world
around him as unquestioningly as he accepted the "truths" of
high school.

The only strong constraints that remain are a sense of
gratitude and obligation to his parents, who are paying .
large sums for his education, and the reguirement that he

e &4 ¢ l 0 & O( ( . e L] Uﬂﬁ ‘l
¢ € &

*In spite of the.equusive ‘usd‘herk of thd pronoun, 'he', it
should be rémbnbbred :that® wohén' maké.hp.an-important part of
the student movement, both at women's colleges and at the
large, co-ed universities.
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face examinations again after four years in order to compete
for job openings in commerce, 1ndustry, or the bureaucracy.
The social world of the university is, of course, much '
larger, more varied, and more impersonal than that of high
school, with more opportunities available to satisfy
1nd1v1dual interests. Many students who are away from their
strongly cohesive famlly environments for the first time,
feel somewhat lost and insecure. A considerable percentage,
possibly more than a third of all college and university
students have barely enough (or less than enough) money to
support themselves after paying tuition and as a result

-suffer constant material .hardship..... .. Sp—

The student movement does not walt for freshmen to come
and join; it aectively recruits. Upper classmen carefully
examine the lists of incoming freshmen from their own high
schools, focusing particularly on those with whom they have
personal, family, or home town ties. Recruiters say that
the ideal candidate is someone from a poor family who was an
energetic trouble maker in high school. As much information
as possible is gathered about the personality, ability, and
record of each potentlal new recruit. et

A warm welcome is extended to the new freshmen by,
radical student organizations that usually includes, nob’:
only substantial amounts of food and drink, but also ...
fellowship - the sense of belonging to a tlghtly knite«, .
community. During March, the first month of the unlvaraity
vear, the emphasis is on attracting new members. Aftar the

sCEN

x

" freshmen become candidates, indoctrination starts and-ss:--,

continues more or less intensively throughout the freshiten
and sophomore years. Each college or university has 4 large
number of student-run extra curricular activities.that'aré
usually referred to as circles. There are also clubs-and-
departmental student associations. At one women's coll.ge,
for example, there are some 44 "circles" to choose frqom,..pf
which eight are regarded by students as "consciousness * @
raising". The term circle is also used in a more serses
specialized way to refer to a particular militant groygp ey
cell within the student movement. Some circles and clubse
are sponsored or at least sanctioned by the university*«nf
have faculty advisors, but the radical circles operate’'vh
their own under the direction of upper classmen. The
indoctrination is carried on initially by small group study.

Participants in these study circles tend to take the
work more seriously than their regular courses. A senior at
a large southwestern university commented on the study

circles as follows:

Students all realize that our high school
education is completely one-sided -- a form
of Jbrain washing. in. which a.sipgle correct
canswe¥ is provided. Eor-évéritﬂlhg, either to
“ipgtify, $he Joméstic miditaly dlictatorship or
American 1mper1allst domlnaﬁlon. When we go
to the university, we find that we have to



counter this by teaching ourselves a whole
new perspective on the social sciences, with
a different content, different text books,
and a different method of instruction. We
teach ourselves, and we call this, membership

training (MT).

Student activists may spend about two hours daily
involved in such extra-curricular study. They call it
"soft" but "serious" in contrast to the stiff, formal
impersonality of regular lecture courses. Study groups

.usually comprise, from 5 to 10 students and.can.be. readily. . .

observed by any visitor to a university campus. Upper
classmen lead the discussions, throwing out issues that are
"relevant to the reality of the present Korean crisis"...
and reading aloud key passages from various texts. Typical
texts are likely to be Marxist or neo-Marxist writings on
colonialism, dependency theory, or class structure.
Sometimes the group will spend fifteen or twenty minutes
reading selected passages to themselves. When the cenvne
discussion is resumed, everyone is expected to participate,
and peer pressure combined with the very considerable ccccec
authority exercised by juniors and seniors makes sure that -
they do. LA
In spite of the contrast between this "soft" or ¢ =*
progressive style of instruction and normal Korean A
educatlon, it is important to note that differences of .
opinion are not left unresolved. The discussion continuas.-
until everyone gets it rlght. Thus while the method of,
study appears to be progressive, what actually happens 4i5°* &
that a complete new alternative system of thought and way of
looking at the world is substituted for the conventional..éne
previously provided by the Ministry of Education. ssssee
Students are not encouraged to study on their own, e*esc:
except for the reading of selected passages from approved *
books. There is considerable concern among leaders with*****

(A X XXX

propagating a uniform, orthodox ideological perspectlvez and

L] L]

' in fact a remarkable degree of coordination exists amonq““

militant student groups throughout the country in this «,,,,*
regard. Student leaders claim that such careful supervision
and control of membership training is necessary for two
reasons: 1) to prevent the fragmentation and theoretical
weakening of the movement in the hands of future generations
of leaders; and 2) to protect students who might otherwise
be carried away in their radical statements from indictment
under various provisions of the National Security Law. '
Membership training also includes drinking excursions
on weekends combined with all night discussion and pep
talks, living and working with poor farmers for a week or
ten days dur1ng.summer-vacat10n§-and theegartlclpatlon as
shock troops din demonstrgtzgnq;-both on _gand:; off the
campuses. Gpig ghong pne'thxrd'of'the.orig;nal recruits
survives the first six months of intensive indoctrination,
finally acquiring formal membership in activist circles.
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Many of those who drop out, do so because of parental or
academic pressures, or because they finally decide that it
is not worth the risk to their future careers.

Nevertheless, they are likely to remain sympathetic, even to
some degree still committed to the cause, confessing to
feelings of guilt at having abandoned their comrades.

By the time freshmen are admitted to formal menmbership,
they are committed to the 1deolog1cal goals of the radical
circles, and their social world is almost entirely
restricted to the company of fellow activists. Persistent
rumors exist to the effect that women students who have

- joined circles.at large.universities, regularly provide ... .. ...

sexual services to other members, under the pretext of
reinforcing group solidarity. Most student informants
laughed at such stories, attributing them to government
efforts to discredit the student movement. It was also
pointed out, however, that Korean students, particularly
militants, are no longer puritanical about sex, and many
sexual liasons do in fact exist among activists.

Membership training also includes intensive ceeens
indoctrination in a code of behaviour that stresses loyaliy

to the group and the rejection of selfish egoism. The sosses

mission, which is a sacred one, is to raise the . .
consciousness of the Korean people without any concern fer-,
personal risk or sacrifice. As individuals they are L

expected to remake their personalities and change'thelr"""
values so as to escape the effects of bourgeois family
upbringing. In this connection there is a conscious effaid
to reject Western individualism and materialism, and to,
revive a more truly Korean form of communalism. At stuﬁﬁnt
festivals, in particular, traditional farmers' music and .
dances are prominently featured, preceded by long hours’of
conscientious rehearsal. There has even been a return boess
the native rural drink, makkeli, as a symbol of pure soveese
nationalism. Students believe that North Korean society °*
expresses such native traditions to a much greater degr¥&’**
than does the South. : . EAARES:
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DICAL OLOGY AND ITS PROSPECTS

Student ideoclogues explain that in the Korean context
radicalization, particularly after 1980, has been natural
and inevitable. They claim that once it was clearly
understood as a result of the military coup in December 1979
and the events of May 1980 in both Seoul and Kwangju, that
the United States fully supported Chun's military ‘
dictatorship, all hope of change through gradual and
moderate reform had to be abandoned. This theme was
emphasized by many older informants - the devastating sense
-@f- betrayal, when .they had realized.in..1980.fthat America was
not a model to emulate but rather the enemy, itself.
Students further assert that the intensity and speed of the
subsequent radicalization should be regarded as a reflection
of this realization as well as of the degree of polarization
of Korean society brought on by Chun's radical repression.
The claim often made by foreigners that because of cultural
factors Koreans are unable to make concessions and are
therefore unable to reach a compromise polltlcally is
rejected absolutely: what makes compromise in Korea
difficult is not national character, but rather that up?ight
human beings have been obliged to make a dlfflcult moyals :

.Ctttl .

choice. cros
Everyone involved in the student movement agrees 'that
the period from 1980-1983 was one of ideoclogical seeses

consolidation, during which intense efforts were made +to
think through the basic issues in the light of recent*ewapts
and come up with a coherent satisfying set of explanativns
as well as new goals. There follows a general summary
derived from conversations with many informants of how %he

three basic issues of unlflcatlon/natlonallsm, : -;
democratization, and social and economic justice have.hﬁen
linked together in progressive thought: -
The core problem confronting South *eseve

Koreans is the continued existance of a - :¢'7e:

fascist military dictatorship over a period*
of 26 years, despite the longings of the Hahhh
pecple for freedom, and constantly repeated
statements on the part of both the United
States and South Korean Governments that
their goal for the ROK is democracy. The
‘chief obstacle to democracy, then, is the
strength of the military, which has
consistently been justified by the alleged
threat from the North, and which is supported
logistically and diplomatically by the United
States. Ultimately this situation can be
attnibuted ta the.divisipn.nf the country and
(ﬁhefdoctrnne o£ aﬁta-dbﬁﬁhnmsﬂ.%hat supports

[ 2] L)
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*!Freedon!' and 'democracy' have, of course, special meanings
in radical rhetoric.
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it, both of which are artifacts of American
interests and policy. The United States,
contrary to what was believed in the past,
wants neither unification on the Xorean
peninsula nor democratization in the South.*
For strategic, political, and economic
reasons the U.S. prefers the status quo in
which a puppet regime, subordinate to
Washington confronts the North militarily,
maintains strict public order at home, and
makes sure that the South Korean economy

12

serves the interest. of American milEiz.. e o oo

national corporations. From this perspective
the policy of forced draft economic growth is
simply a means of exploiting Korean workers
and farmers to enrich a small Korean elite
and their foreign masters. The United States
therefore is the real enemy, not the DPRK.

Students are particularly contemptuous of the brand of _, ...
nationalism espoused by Park Chung Hee and Chun Doc Hwanhg,.®

tReact
¢ 9

All ROK rulers have been puppets of the . H
U.S. The Korean war in particular was RETLN
cleverly used as an instrument to perpetuate =+« «

the division of the country, intensify antiw gesece

COmmunlsm, and prevent the truth from

emerging regarding American imperialism and
the exploitation of workers, farmers, and the,
poor. In Korea democracy and justice have g_':
been subordinated to anti-Communism and the . .

enrichment of the ruling class. v .

[E XN L)
Ld

«
LR X &}

They feel that they have no personal stake in Chun's treces
patriotic propaganda, which they regard as having been :
devised simply to consolidate the power of the military’&id’
dupe the population. They are convinced that everything™*:":
they have been taught in school about modern Korean histgry,
the DPRK, and the role of the U.S. is lies -- as is the‘nevs
that appears in newspapers and on TV. They say that the
DPRK is more truly Korean and independent than the South
with its enormous foreign debts, its importation and
adoption of vulgar pop culture from America, and its
dependence on the U.S. economy.

Actually this kind of talk probably reflects more a
hatred of the Chun regime and frustration with the current
repression of student activism than it does positive
attitudes towards the DPRK and Kim Il Sung. Nevertheless it
often seems that the hostility towards Chun, his fellow

generals, and therecmnomlc Fproﬁxteers“caSaso great that

t ﬁ { i I ﬁ (‘( (' O . 1’ i G

*A paper Writ$entby@brnqe Qumipgs that nas been translated
and widely circulated in South Korea, is often mentioned in
this regard. A copy is attached.
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student militants would be pleased to see the Inmingun
(North Korean Army) come South and kill them off.

Concern among radical students with the operation of
other political systems throughout the world appears to be
minimal. Presumably this constitutes the subject matter of
conventional political science courses and is therefore
suspect. Also, it is not regarded as having any direct
bearing on Korea's unique "crisis". If I asked why there
was no interest in the Scandinavian social democracies or in
Japan as possible political models with a good track record
for solving the problems of industrial society, there was

..little response beyond. the. reiteration of.the.claim that__.

Korea was part of the third world. Students have derived
considerable satisfaction since 1983 from viclating taboos,
simply as a way of expre551ng their resistance to
established authority. The issue of unification, as it is
treated by students, has been one such taboo. But at the
same time unification is also a cornerstone of radical
student thought:

LEX LN RS

Theoretically it must take precedence over ¢ _ . *

everything else, and no sacrifice is too evesse
great to achieve it. Korea has no future HE
without unification, since everything e,
worthwile in national life will continue to - -
be sacrificed to this insane military iezews

confrontation with the DPRK. Unification has'

& e OO

not even been seriously considered during the . .
past thirty years because of American ‘

- . 4

imperialist influence. The struggle for UL
unification and socialism should be the ., .,
natural outcome of industrialization in ‘er' ¢

Korea, just as it has been everywhere else iNssces.
the world. Why shouldn't we have a Communistessss:
party in South Korea too, if France, Italy, .
Spain, Sweden, and Japan all have one? The "'?:

government has warned the upper classes in ek
the ROK that if the students prevail, they
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will lose their property. Why not, if that .

is necessary in order to achieve democracy
and social justice? The access to power of
Kim Young Sam or Kim Dae Jung will not bring
about the kind of fundamental, revoluticnary
change that is necessary. The role of Korean
students is to raise the national
consciousness to the point where true.
revolution becomes inevitable.

As a result of these causal linkages among 'democracy',
unlflcatlon.‘and socaad gmsb&ee,ewhlch.areualways cited as
absolute fagti, pohe $f the!imbhediaté propiems facing Korea

is regarded'pg g‘oivqlplge withoup deaal@mg,;algo with all the
others. In other words, "gradual reform is useless; only
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revolution can tackle the structural causes of Korea's
current crisis.”

Remarkably similar versions of this general line were
presented by students, both male and female, attending or
expelled from universities in Seoul, Taejon, Inchon and
Kwangju. Evidently education under the student movement is
nearly as centralized as under the Ministry of Education.
Students speak with great conviction - with a zeal that
resembles religious faith. They do not react positively to
arguments that guestion these cause and effect relationships
or that point out logical inconsistencies or errors of fact.

- More-experienced: student leaders and .especially .older.. i b st

intellectual advisors have thought through the issues 1n
much greater depth than the rank and file activists, and
they can present sophisticated counter-arguments, if their
assertions are questioned. But invariably when this
happens, the mood of the interview becomes cold and formal,
and the informant soon finds an excuse to leave. Militant
students and their mentors live in a world where people are
divided between friends and enemies. If the interviewer ..
hopes to succeed, he must qualify at least as a strong s, _ . ¢
sympathizer. eveceu
As students recited this litany, their discouragengnt
and frustration - their feelings of han - would become mexe
evident. But in response to the question, "Do you therésfore
regard the situation as hopeless for the next few years®iys«
they would invariably shift mental and emotional gears,*
insisting that their willingness to persevere in spite &%°°.
fascist repression and the inevitable increase in the |
consciousness of the Korean people would overcome all ¢ ¢ ¢

enemies.

One aspect of student thought that is shared with hafyl

older intellectuals is the conviction that nothing goodiciese
whatsoever has come of 26 years of authoritarian rule. ssesce
Moderates and outside observers often speak of the imbalance
between economic and polltlcal development, but for activist
students the emphasis in discussing economic issues is 3Tt
invariably on a "distorted" economy, on economic and soq}al
"mal-integration", dependence on foreign capital, heavy:....
debts, the abuses of the chaebol (conglomerates), and the
impoverishment of workers under intolerable conditions.

They look selectively at the world around them with
ideological blinders, totally ignoring the energetic
prosperity and optimistic dynamism that exist in most
sectors of Korean society. There is a peculiar refusal to
accept the fact of rapid industrialization and the
increasing prosperity and national strength that accompanles-
it. Ideologically students cling tenaciously to their
vision of South Korea as a deprived third world country
under coloniad .dominatdon. .Aacordang to. this perspective,
industry comprised rithless swyeatshéps whére goods are
produced with ;ggqlqg L§p1§§Q gnd jore;qptpechnology to
serve the needs of the military in confrontation with the
North, to enrich America, and to seduce Koreans with an
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imported materialism that undermines the national soul. By
focusing entirely on the plight of the poor farmer, on
workers in the low wage sector of industry, on inadequate
coverage of the poor by the nascent welfare system, and on
examples of corrupt collusion between big business and high
government officials, militant ideologues are somehow able
to convince themselves that the South Korean economy is a
disgraceful shambles of speculative greed and exploitaticn
of the masses under the ultimate control of the United

States,
This message is so closely associated with vigorous
sontmngii oo pelitical dissent, that.dit-has become widely diffused. il .c.ceesscsae:

diluted form among the middle classes, who in any case
strongly sympathize with the students' desire to get rid of
the regime in power. Thus, the attitude of many ordinary
Koreans has become somewhat ambivalent regarding the
nation's industrial achievement and the role of the United
States.

One issue that arises in connection with radical
student thought is how radical is it? Is there a militant
form of Communism among hard core student leaders as the
government has maintained? Chun's propagandists and his
prosecutors at student trials have proclaimed that
subversive pro-Communist cells exist among some students and
former students who are loyal followers of Kim Il Sung.....
Lawyers who defend students being prosecuted under the....*
National Security Law insist that their clients are jusb..
progressive reformers, who are occasionally driven to make
extreme statements by their rage and frustration. Foxee:,
example, some student leaders adopt a posture of total® *.
defiance to the "fascist puppets" and proclaim openly:iH°**
court that they are Socialists. It seems to be true ﬁpgg
some militant students and former students do listen {g;,,.°
North Korean broadcasts, occasionally using DPRK propggagda
verbatim in their slogans and proclamations. This trénd
reached a peak towards the end of 1986, resulting in streng
repressive measures by the authorities including a larege
number of arrests. It also appears to have antagonizeegr ss:
Korean public opinion. Subsequently opposition polititians,
church leaders, and more moderate elements among student *
groups all exerted pressure against the pro-P'yongyang ®®**
stance, and during the first half of 1987, although aetive
militancy has increased, the ideological emphasis has,,,,..
shifted back somewhat to the issues of human rights, ‘....*
democratization, anti-Americanism and the promotion of
social and economic justice. This should probably be
regarded more as temporary tactical retreat, however, than
as a permanent change of any significance.

The line voiced by students with regard to
internatjonad: politicel engd weegneniec-wredations as well as
internal:domgstiq: qongragi¢tiionts in Rotutth Korea sounds
Marxist 11t tofné a03 resenbles Notth.Rotdan propaganda in
many respects. It is also true that most students make a
point of disbelieving everything derogatory that the Chun
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government has to say about the DPRK. In any case, every
informant, even those who felt a Communist party should be
tolerated in the South, denied that organized student groups
were Communist. There were vague references, however, to
older, influential former students who might have contacts
with North Korean agents in Japan, and who possibly favored
a take-over by the North. In general, however, there was
strong criticism of the government for constantly trying to
use the Communist bogey man as an excuse to destroy the
student movement and wipe out dissent.

In spite of the fact that all activists seem to be

- ready.-and eager.to. regite. the,leftlﬁt.rhetoxlc described in

the foregoing pages, there is some question regarding the
depth of belief and radical commitment among rank and file
demonstrators. In discussing this issue, most graduate
students and sympathetic younger faculty tended to adopt a
somewhat superior and doctrinaire attitude, asserting that
since most students come from middle class backgrounds,
their main concern has to be the achievement of liberal
democracy with an emphasis on human rights and
constitutional government. They argued that only a small
portion of the student movement is deeply concerned with
"class emancipation" and "class struggle", and that
therefore the "objective conditions of Korean society are
not yet mature enough to allow true democratic developme..nt...e
towards socialism." They seemed to be eager to show tha¥fe..’
there was a large gap between militant students' - teetas
enthusiastic repetition of slogans they had memorized, and *
their own deeper ideological understanding. e
Certalnly graduate students who were formerly actlvists
should be in a a better p051tlon than the foreign observéf"‘
to understand the actual situation. Nevertheless the degrge
of radical commitment of rank and file student activistg, yas
impressive. Not only do they speak out confidently, . e
violating the taboos against pro-Communist doctrine and ‘..” .
unification-at-any-cost, but they have also adopted a "« .
critical attitude toward liberal democracy. What followss i
a typical statement: : cosnse

ceBcEN
. €
€

It is time to move on beyond the issues of I
human rights, freedom of the press and fair ‘.:;:

elections. These matters are of much less T e
concern now than the division of the country,‘,”‘,
the plight of the poor, and our national fease’

submission to American imperialism.

- Of course, it remains to be seen whether a significant
degree of change in the direction of polltlcal
democratization will undermine their convictions and, more
1mportant1x,:1nfluence the-andoctglnatloqoof incoming
freshmen in Ehg-éutyrp= Nevqrtheﬂesﬁ,,;t Seems reasonable
to expect, *a; Jedshtin the.shprt rup* hefdzk dramatic

-political changes have occurred, that students will make
every effort to maintain the 1ntegr1ty of their hard line



ideological position and their cohesive unity as an
‘organization. There appears to be no particular reason why
the internal structural and psychologlcal forces that have
driven the movement towards increased radicalization should
lose their momentum.

On the other hand massive popular support for a new
constitution followed by a fair election at the end of this
year (1987), free of any hint of military 1nterference,
might have some effect in moderating the views of rank and
file activists. Certainly such a chain of events would have

17

considerable influence on the thinking of ordinary students, .
and militants could.not help.but be.sensitive.to the loss. Qfmw

sympathy for their cause on campuses.

In recent months another taboo - against criticism of
the Olympics -- has been challenged by students, who
frequently complain about what has been labeled Chun's
policy of the three Ss: sex, screen, and sports. It is
alleged that the government has fostered interest in these

activities in recent years as a means of diverting students

from their campaign of polltlcal and social activism.
Students who are not involved in the movement may ruefully

admit that to some extent the policy has been effective, but

they also tend to be cynically critical along with the
activists of what they refer to as "Olympic hysteria".

: Having described some of the dimensions of crecas
radicalization, it is appropriate to ask why and how ifess"
occurred. There has already been mention earlier of thess:
standard explanation: disillusionment and frustration ‘as a
result of the events of 1980 combined with the bitter .***‘.
reaction to Chun's offensive against ideological dlsseﬁt.
But other factors have undoubtedly.also been important, """
although they are harder to pin down. Since 1980 the ,gpyert
organization within the student movement has been enlax(ad
and established on a more effective basis. All students.
know that it exists, but they don't know who is involved ér
just how it works. In addition a less controlled ang less
purposeful process also seems to have been at work. Since
1980 debate - often extremely controversial debate - AtM4g
covert leaders regarding the interpretation of events'ahd.
tactics has been more or less continuous. Except for ;he
pull-back from a pro-North Korean line last winter, thggg.
‘debates have invariably been won by those with the more * @
radical arugments. Students laughingly comment that thame
is only a six month period between different generatidme.df
student leaders, with an intensification of tension and
commitment each time a new ideological controversy is
settled. At smaller universities, particularly some of
those in the prov1nces, where students had not previously
participated fully in the activist movement, radicalization
took place: afier 1982-:in<a -sixgptly-dgﬁfgrent way. Often
when thereewg;e pgokests ox‘dempnsLraftions on purely campus
matters, mpre! xadichl . stulidnts Wito* hall “hken picked for
leadership roles by a higher echelon of the student
organization, were able to take over meetings and raise
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political issues. The mood on Korean campuses is such that
no ocne ever opposes this kind of intervention by engaging in
ideclogical argument, even though the prevailing opinion of
students might in fact have Been moderate, favoring liberal
democratic goals. .

Some sort of inner dynamic associated perhaps with the
special conspiratorial mood within which debates take place,
and the competitive desire of individuals to prove
themselves before their peers, seems also to have been at
work. Contrary to what we might think, in Korea collective
and hierarchical institutional structures do not prevent

w oo fOrceful and ambitious.individuals.from. competing.for. power... ...

and status.
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ORGANIZATION AND LEADERSHIP

Former student activists who were expelled, imprisoned,
or whoe went underground during the Yushin period (1972-79),
became influential heroes -- the first generation of
professional, full-time, covert leaders of the student
movement.* This was the group that first established a
relatively simple, multi-layered, cell-like organization in
the late 1970s to try and resist penetration and elimination
by Park Chung Hee's police. This generation of leaders,
which started out interested mainly in political reform,

-~gradually shifted its perspective, becoming.more.concerned... «. .. ..

with the distribution of wealth and associated socio-
economic problems. A radicalization of thought occurred
forshadowing the "doctrine" of the three mins (sammin):
minju (aspirations for democracy as opposed to fascist
military dictatorship):; minjok (nationalism/ independence/
unification); minijung (the masses/ egalitarianism).
Following the establishment of martial law in 1980
large numbers of student activists were expelled, and many
were 1mprlsoned. Then there was another wave of arrests and
expu151ons in 1982 and 1983, as the student movement resumed
its campaign to attract and indoctrinate new members, and
the number of protest demonstrations increased. In 1984 the

Chun government changed its policy to that of "campus ssees:

autonomy" accompanied by a relatively lenient policy towards
students. Almost 400 students were released from prlsoﬂ;:ﬁ
and large numbers of expelled students and professors were
reinstated. As a result an older generation of experlenced
and more radical student leaders re-entered the movemen,i;h"
providing additional reinforcement for its growing militancy....
and complexity of organization. ereca
The "spot" form of organlzatlonal structure (chom eeses’
chojik), which had existed in rudimentary form as early: ag-,
the late 1970s, was subsequently expanded and refined. “n *
the spot system all contacts between overt and covert : .,°,
student groups, as well as between different echelons, dfe”

[T L L RN}

carried out by single, designated individuals, who are An. ..
turn able to name a back-up if their position is in any wey
endangered. Coordination among student groups at diffexent
universities throughout the country is organized similamlym
as are the links between different covert levels and grbups.

The de51gnated person knows only his or her contact andsme-:

. one else in the other group(s). Usually, the person who +s

receives instructions from a higher level will: not be the

*Actually,; some of this group were rehabilatated after
serving prison terms, eventually becoming opposition
politicians, company officials, and even bureaucrats.
Consequently mntnmate pargongt matqrks pgsed on university
class membershgpcapﬁ-s red g¥perienceistill exist,
extending sgrogst poliftical, tlrasg,*dnd ilidological
boundaries and facxlltatlng the flow of information and
sometimes material assistance.
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same person who reports to that level on lower echelon
thinking and activity. Students say that no one knows the
whole structure. At all levels the names of leaders are
kept secret, except for the obvious orators and exhorters
who inspire demonstrations. It was not even possible to
discover how many organizational levels there are between
the top decision makers and those who march in the streets.
According to lower level leaders, the structure permits a
healthy flow of information and opinion from the bottom up
through the system, so that higher leaders are always in
touch with the ideas and feelings of ordinary students.

-~ Nevertheless.there .is no question about.where.authority

lies, and the rank and file do as they are told.

The participation of large numbers of students in
demonstrations depends on the administrative ability and
charismatic skills of overt student leaders, but real power
and direction is in the hands of students and former
students who stay out of sight. Most of these have been
expelled, and many are wanted by the police.* Since 1980
and the failure of what might be termed "optimistic
moderates" within the student movement, this hidden
leadership has become more influential, forging a more
cohesive, radical, and militant student organization
designed to be the "vanguard" of social and political
change. During the Park years arrests of student leaders
and the dismantling of student organizations were effectiVa:

. in disrupting activities, but since 1980 it has been cenenn

possible to carry on almost without interruption under pew ¢
leaders and new organizational labels, in spite of . N
continuing repression. e e
At the overt level a National Federation of Student....
Associations (Chonhakryon) was established in 1984 along
with regiocnal federations, and these organizations helped--,
greatly to integrate student thought and act1v1ty throughuut
the country. The factional 1deologlcal division betweeh .°,
Minmintu and Chamintu surfaced in 1985, eventually spreaalng
throughout the student movement.** _ "aa® o

teevae

*As of June 1st, 1987. |

**In very broad and general terms Minmintu (also known sagse.
CaA, constitutional assembly) aherents adopt a hard linaje:«:
Marxist p051t10n, in which the emphasis is on internal* '
contradictions in South Korea - most notably the classe’®*"l
struggle between workers and the bourgeoisie. The curreht
fascist government now presides over a system of
monopolistic state capitalism, according to Minmintu
theorists, and the nation is ripe for revolution. Chamintu
members see Korea as a marginal part of the world capitalist
system, and for .them the mpst. qritical. preblem is American
1mper1allsbcdom1na€moﬁ aﬁd the nkéd tol prbmote national
independenge , and anfloatmon. Moz sthdeht activists are in

the chamintu faction.
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Current student leaders at the covert level are in
contact with a fairly wide variety of older progressives and
intellectuals from the church, academia (including high
school teachers), the polltlcal opposition, the labor
movement, the legal profession, and the arts. Such people,
who have diverse 1deologlcal beliefs, share a bitter
opposition to the Chun regime. They provide counsel,
refuge, financial aid, and moral support, as well as links
with sympathetic groups overseas. In spite of the influence
of this older support group, many members of which have high
social status, it appears that actual student leaders

(including expellees .and.drop.outs) .remain. in.contrel.of .the .. ..

movement. For this reason older sympathizers, many of whom
are moderates at heart, have had to undergo a radicalization
process in order to try and hold on to the trust and respect
of increasingly radical student leaders. They are often
unsuccessful, with young radicals inclined to dismiss them
as part of the system that must be eliminated. There are,
of course, all sorts of strong personal ties and obligations
that cut across sharp age, occupational, and organizational
boundaries, linking, for example, a lawyer with his client,
a professor with his student, or the recipient of financial
aid with his benefactor.

The greater integration and cchesiveness of the student
movement in recent years has overcome a good deal of the.«.
traditional elitism and Seoul-centeredness of the past,-*-
according to which students from Seoul National, Yonsef :*:
Korea, Sungkyungkwan, and Sogang universities dominateﬁ bdth:
as leaders and as participants in protest demonstratiods!l.
Provincial universities, partlcular Chonnanm in Kwangjqw.".
Pusan National, have been in the forefront of mllltanq
activism durlng the last five years or sco. There is indeed
some evidence that Kwangju now rivals Seoul as a place.here
important decisions are made and new initiatives underitaken.
Formerly Korea unlver51ty used to hold the first et e
demonstrations in the spring, and then the other r L.
universities followed according to their own separate ** °
organlzatlonal time tables. While Sungkungkwan was oftdH*
influential in establishing the particular line adopted’¥gr
the season, other universities differed to a greater qx,”,
lesser degree. But more recently most universities ......
demonstrate at about the same time, adopting the same: °
attitude on particular issues, and this has been one elemant
in the successful crescendo of pressure built up in May+«end
June, 1987. ‘

Student activists are ordinary rock-throw1ng soldiers
during their first two years at the university, carrying out
the brunt of confrontations with the police. Upper classmen
are more concerned with planning and organization, and they
expose themseives much-less; o <¢he aocfua} struggle. As
mentlonedpeaniler tQOQe «in ﬁhe most résponsible leadership
roles do net Appealrrakcall. .*Whén' Polichiarrest the apparent
leaders, they rarely get hold of anyone really important;
the reason for torture has been to try and uncover the
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secret organizational structure. Leaders are chosen
secretly from among third year students on the basis of
dedication and performance, and while their fellow students
may guess who they are, there is a taboo against speculation
about their identity.

In the spring of 1987 a decision was made to utilize
hit-and-run tactics by smaller, highly mobile groups of
student demonstrators in downtown areas. This was an effort
to break out of the stalemate that had developed between
police and students at the university gates, in which tear
gas always won the day. Student leaders were determined

-that their battles after.June.l0th.would. be carxied out . . .. .
under the noses of the urban population, most of whom, while

vaguely sympathetic, had managed to avoid openly choosing
sides,

The new tactics were extensively rehearsed in Kwangiju
and other provincial cities. The problem, of course, was
that by leaving their campus refuges, students were raising
the confrontational stakes and making themselves more
vulnerable to arrest. But they realized also that police
forces were stretched thin in the cities, and that if the
demonstrators split up into numerous groups, forming in one
place and then quickly dispersing to reform somewhere else,
there was no way the police could kXeep up. Through superior
communications and transportation facilities the police ngg"
nearly always in the past been able to mobilize overwhelming

forces quickly wherever the students gathered to cevene
demonstrate. The new tactics severely tested their capabity
to do this, and in many cases police detachments were LT

ontnumbered by the sudden unexpected concentrations of '« -
students. These tactics required that overt leadexs at fhe-
rank and file level have more responsibility and authority,
so that the small groups of students could adapt flexiqutﬂb
the changing situation as it developed in the city streets’’
Until quite recently it has always been assumed by-.g';
students that thelr closest personal bonds were with high

school classmates and after that with classmates at college:

~But activists claim that now the ties with fellow members.af

the same circle within the student movement are much sesvas
stronger, because "they are all imbued with a deep sense of*
common purpose and have studied, acted, and suffered Teunae
together in the common cause." N 5 P

The sub-culture of the student movement is stronglf.;‘:
collective. Both membership training and demonstrations, are
entirely collective activities, while the songs, the
drinking bouts, the celebration of folk art, and labor in
the countryside all serve to reinforce this aspect of the
student ethos. The collective mood is fostered consciously
as a return to national traditions and a rejection of
imperialist,, selfish Jindividualism.. The ideology itself is
characteridei by:stﬁdbﬁts:as:cbllkctiveL: Jt was reported
that very felv Membe¥s: dhop outs aficer: their: freshman year,
and that when'they 'do, "1t 1s almost’always because of
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parental pressure, not because students find that activism
is too arduous or time consuming.

_ Students often claim that participation in the movement
is the most satisfying experience of their lives. They
speak of the sense of personal mission as if it had a sacred
guality, often bringing up the traditional stance of the
Confucian scholar in dynastic times, who was prepared to
risk his life for moral integrity. Students seem to believe
that they are in the forefront of a national revival - a
return to the most worthwhile elements of their cultural
heritage. One comment was: "The major task of this

...generation.is .to.create a new set of naticnal.beliefs and.. . . ......

values founded in our common past and rejecting foreign
materialism and individualism." It is this theme that
reinforces the desire for unification and the sense of
comradeship with Koreans in the DPRK.
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NT ACTIVIS AND OTHER NT

The percentage of students who are militant activists
varies from one campus to another, with a far smaller
membership at women's colleges and universities. Most
estimates, which are all quite vague, put the total at from
3% to 5% of all college and university students, of whom
perhaps as many as 15,000 are in the Seoul area. The term
activist or militant applies to committed radicals who
belong to organized groups or circles, and who have adopted
a revolutionary ideology. Their thinking, or at least their

-expressed views,. are.not as.a.rule. less radical than these... ....ccowu. .

of the core leaders, but their knowledge of the classic
ideological texts and of governmental systems in other
countries ~ particularly of Communist states - is quite
thin. Opinions differ as to how deeply they have
internalized their radicalism. Sympathetic faculty and
other moderate intellectuals tend to believe that most
students are really liberal democrats at heart (or at least
by cultural conditioning) and can be expected to throw off
their extremism after graduation, particularly if a
substantial degree of democratization takes place in South
Korea. Curiously enough militant leaders with a strongly
Marxist perspective have a similar opinion, saying that
given the students' class base their political beliefs havae
to be fundamentally bourgeois-democrat and do not match Teoce
their rhetoric. Students themselves seem more certain qfe:«:
their permanent commitment, with most 1n51st1ng that they °
will devote their lives to "raising the consciousness of* Eﬁe
Korean people" in order to promote "liberation of the *
oppressed classes". What is at issue here is a certain:
tension between students' whole-hearted dedication to thei;
cause on the one hand, and the worldly wise recognition.b¥..*
older Koreans that thelr extremism is really a reflectien of
their status as students and the influence of their Yoot t
colleagues in a collective context. When their ideas changg
after graduation, it is not regarded as a logical
inconsistency or the result of a lack of individual
integrity, but rather as a natural and understandable sHi%E.
to accompany changes in their social situation. censce
It is generally assumed by activists that all other,,.,,
students are sympathetic to their cause, and that failufe *tp
participate in the movement is caused by lack of courage.and
dedication, the influence of parents, or concern about ‘ece:s”
careers. Militants recognize, however, that the sympathy of
ordinary students often extends only to the common desire to
get rid of Chun's "military dictatorship", and that there
are many moderates who are opposed to revolution, even
though no one speaks out on campus against radical ideas.

' Act1v1s¢s.say thatathey-do~notchave hostile feellngs
towards moderabecand apgthgt;e-stu&eptg' they merely give up
on them. Navgrthelgss song deyree ‘pf, amtagonlsm does exist,
and this may surface in other aspects of student life that
have no apparent connection with the movement. There has
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been a good deal of tension and animosity on campuses in
recent years with a lack of mutual trust and communication
between administrators and faculty and students. Radicals
by creating their own ideological curriculum and sub-
culture, have isoclated themselves to a considerable degree
from ordinary university life.

It is true that some students who are failing
academically, others who are having trouble at home, and
still others with psychological difficulties do join the
movement as a way of coping with their problems; and in many
cases such students do, in fact, become committed radicals,
-.although. they are.only.a small. proportion.of. the.total.

Actually, surveys have shown that there are proportionately
just as many well adjusted students who get good grades and
come from stable, tightly knit families among activists, as
there are in the student population as a whole. Indeed
their intellectual level is reported to be somewhat higher
than the average.*

‘Most observers in Seoul agreed that the number of
organized, committed activists had probably peaked in 1985
or early 1986 and had not increased significantly since
then. It was pointed out that the extremist doctrines, the
risks of physical danger as well as to future careers, and
the potential for family alienation all placed absolute
limits on the numbers of students willing to commit ceeccs
themselves to militant activism. Many students commentéde..*
that they felt guilty watching the activists take all thae«::.
punishment, even though they believed that the struggle-was-
on everyone's behalf; others envied the evidently satisfying
communal togetherness of men and women participants in tHe *
movement. B

It is extremely hard to evaluate the degree of oo
radicalization experienced by students who are not circle:,.*
members. Four different professors (all teaching sociologyw
at elite universities) were willing to make estimates aBeuvt:
the status of students in small classes (40 - 60 studenys),
where they had reasonably good information about each  *¢ ¢
individual. With some minor exceptions these estimates ‘were
in fairly close agreement.** A rough summary table folIbﬁgf

fsanu e

- Radical activists exesee

4% 2= 3%
- Students who were informed on the cecsec
issues, considered themselves to be ‘ecee”

somewhat involved in the movement, and
who would participate in demonstrations

*A Study of Student Activism in Korea, Korean Social Science
Research Council, Seoul, 1987. (in Korean)

Myung Hyun Cha,.Kor nd.Balief. System of Koresa
Co;lege—gnﬂVé;gggy Stﬁdents,xﬁhungnam Unkversity, Teajon,
1987. (in kokeaR). ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ b oo xoex

**5001ology ‘¢lasses ‘have more radical students than courses
in the natural sciences or the humanities.
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and other activities if specifically

asked to do so.¥*
4% - 8%

- Students who did not participate
but who generally understood the issues,
kept track of political events, and felt

sympathy for activists.
15% - 20%

- Students who really did not

-understand. the. issues,. .0r. £0110W..VeNES . 1o v oo

but sympathized out of a sense of
brotherhood with fellow students, and
because the movement is fashionable.
30% - 40%

- Students who were oblivious,
interested only in their own studies,

relationships, and careers.
: 30% - 40%

A group of highly sympathetic graduate students came up
with a somewhat different but not contradictory formulation

after considerable dlscu551on' feeccs
- Committed activists 38+ 5%

- Sympathizers e

Strong sympathizers «35h

Weak sympathlzers : c 03,

- Opponents Ry :10%

There are always passive student spectators standdsie.”
around quietly when demonstrations take place, usuallys -,
because they are on their way home and find the unlversity
gates blocked. Most spectators appear completely . .2
disinterested much of the time; demonstrations occur s9 *
frequently that they have become just an annoying part::tx
the daily routine. On some occasions, however,
demonstrations turn into highly dramatic events, generaxzng
violence and a great deal of excitement and emotion. When
this happens, the silent spectators often become partiGan,
jOlnlng in the orchestrated chants and applaudlng the sececs
warriors who return from the gate drenched in tear gas..*:

Many informants emphasized the fluctuating nature of
the degree of student sympathy. Whenever the police
reaction to demonstrations is particularly violent,
involving brutality and arrests, particularly 1n51de the
campus, then the indignation and sympathy of non-
part1c1panbsLmnereaseSUPenceptxbiyo‘~neaﬂers try to make use
*Members of this grqnpswere xikéﬂy;tc.xééﬂ guilty about not
doing more but worried more about damaging their careers (or

chances for marriage).
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of this phenomenon by staging demonstrations when students

are out of class but still at thgir campuses.
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RADICAL, STUDENTS AND THE MIDDLE CLASS

Although obvious it is worth emphasizing that most
radical students are from the middle class and expect to
lead middle class lives after graduation.* Poor students
with rural or small town backgrounds constituted a much
higher percentage of activists in the 1970s than they do
today. Many militants are sons and daughters of bureaucrats
and corporation executives. Of 1219 students arrested at
the time of the Konkuk University incident in October 1986,
over 60% were classified by the police as of middle class

-background, while almost 10% were children.of. government. ... . .

officials. It is also noteworthy that 465 were women
students.

Among students in late 1986 and the first half of 1987
there was a widespread belief that middle class support for
their cause was increasing, but it seemed to be difficult
for student ideologues to sort out the selective and limited
nature of this growing popular sympathy. There was sone
tendency to believe that if certain aspects of middle class
consciousness were being raised, such as, for example, that
Chun Doo Hwan's "fascist dictatorship" had to go, or that
the nation was "subservient" to American influence, then
everything else would slip into place. There would then be

a massive shift towards a more progressive ideological,,,...

consensus as the rest of the population finally perceiued*
the obvious "truths". The general idea was to get the -mone
sympathetic (younger) middle class elements to abandors their
moderate, in-between position and force them to make ane**’,
unequivocal choice. Students asserted optimistically that
they were winning the struggle for the hearts and minds'¥f
ordinary people, who increasinly realized that justice ,and
unification were more important than anti-~Communism ang¢,.*
economic growth. o « .

: In actuality, of course middle class perspectived.feld
to be quite different. Most peoples' lives are deeply -,
rooted in the gtatus cuec. And there has been no lessenming
of the desire for continued order and prosperity. What'did
happen was that the credibility of the government was *°*!"!{
destroyed, students successfully pointed out that pol%;icél
taboos need no longer be observed, and it became obvicud 'fo
everyone that Chun's mandate was seriously eroded. THe oply
perfect point of congruence of radical student thought,.and
middle class beliefs was the idea that the military sHewld

*The term middle class, like intellectuals is a slippery
one. For the sake of simplicity here it will include
persons who have at least a minimally decent living
standard, a high school education, and who do not engage in
manual labkex.eoxn manial.servica.joks...A.taxi driver who owns
his own dab ok ja Weil-td-dd.farker:aré sahamalous, border
line cases; Both dah sSend:sohe if hof:a#l] of their children
to a university and occasionally even go to Cheju Do on
vacation.
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get out of politics. Ideas about the meaning of
democratization are quite different, and for most of the
middle class unification is an almost hopelessly distant
prospect.

The most characteristic feature of middle class
attitudes towards student radicalism before June 29th, 1987
was that while dangerously extreme and not to be trusted, it
was nevertheless the only "game in town" - the only credible
force capable of bringing about political change, and that
therefore the student movement should be encouraged. This
was perhaps more generally true of persons under forty-five

-.and -those .who might.be.classified as "intellectuals",.thah. .. .c.coo ...

it was of older persons in business and the bureaucracy who
tended to be more conservative,

Many younger member of the middle class who were
students themselves not so many years ago, and who have made
the transition from relative freedom at the university to a
life of confined upward striving, retain a certain nostalgic
sympathy for activist ideals. Even while asserting that the
present crop of militants will eventually have to toe the
line and learn how to adapt to corporate organizational
structure, there are those who express considerable
ambivalence about the distribution of power, status, and
wealth in contemporary society. There is, in other words,
the hope that radical ideals can somehow challenge what gayge.,
regarded as the excessive authoritarian and hierarchical’,,,,.®
characteristics of most Korean institutions. Those who Wexs
part of the student movement in the past look back on tHeit:
exploits in battling the police with a mixture of pride and
wonder at their own naivete. > "

-Students who are now involved in radical activity, say*
that they are very much concerned with contlnulng to maKe a
contribution after graduation, and that this is a frequéng:::
topic at self criticism sessions. Recognizing that fam;I
responsibilities can often take priority over 1deolog1cal._.
commitment, they maintain that the best solution is to RArgy
a fellow mllltant. Women activists in partlcular say tHad ¢

'~ they will only marry someocne whose conscioushess is at the--

same level as their own. neeves
There seems to be a fairly sharp division between those
students who realize that 1nev1tab1y they are going to Rnavé*

' to make a sharp transition, becoming part of the world &hey:

detest, and those who insist that they will continue thgh".'
good fight. The latter point out that a fairly large ang,,,*
influential progressive society exists in South Korea
comprising all those who were expelled, forced to drop out,
or were imprisoned for political reasons over the past
twenty-five years or so, along with other enlightened
intellectuals. The members of this group are for the most
part intelljgent.and talented,. althpugh, they have not been
permitted fa sulkdeed bi té live wkll, ahd¢ ithey are bound
together by &tlbig 'Bohd%»ot.ideologlcai.ildeglance.

In any case s%udenis fully realiZé’ that the nature of
their participation in the movement will change drastically
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after leaving the university, even though their attitudes
may remain constant. A few former activists find jobs with
Christian youth movements, where they will be actively
assisting student demonstrators who get into trouble with
the authorities. Other organizations, both church related
and secular, provide legal aid or support for students
involved in labor agitation. 1In addition some opposition
politicians have former student leaders on their staffs.
But the sum total of all such jobs is not great compared to
the number of graduating activists each year.

Becoming a blue collar worker in order to promote union

~ -organizatien-is. probably .the .most.conspicuous and highly

regarded way for students to continue their radical efforts.
Mass communications, the theatre, literature, and art were
also often mentioned as filelds of activity where talented
graduates could exert influence to raise popular
consciousness. Many former activists become primary and
secondary school teachers, but as government employees they
have until now been subject to strict supervision and ...,
control. Under a more democratic regime progre351ve ®eed"
teachers associations would probably organize openly and.ug.
play a more significant political role. e ‘e
Students predlcted that under a bourge01s democracysdead
by someone like Kim Young Sam, progressive groups, although
still excluded. from power, would thrive and be able to [***'c
organize relatively freely for the ultimate transition to

LA 2

Socialism. They contrasted their own solidarity and fl;qg.~
convictions with the selfish individualism and disunity o
the middle classes and opposition politicians, predlctlng. :
certain. eventual victory. .
Most radicals insisted that even if it was only in a- .
minor way, they would continue to pursue their goals afbes.
graduation, seeking jobs where they could exert a positiwve«:
influence on national life and help "raise consciousness".**
Taking a blue collar job with the idea of educating worRéysa*
and helping them organize labor militancy was frequentlﬁ’"'z
mentioned as the most praiseworthy course of action. cesses
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- *The fre- eno w1ﬁh°wh;cn theé pﬁ ﬁr-q;se consciousness"

appears 1n-thzs'papér'réflects ﬁhe fact that it is a.
constant cliche of radical student discourse.
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STUDENT ACTIVISTS AN HE C STIAN CHURCH

The role of the church in political dissent and more
specifically in support of students is extremely complex
because of doctrinal differences in the positions of
catholics and Protestants, the fragmentation of the
Protestant Church, and variations attributable both to
generatlonal dlfferences and the workings of 1nd1v1dua1
conscience among church leaders.

In South Korea Christians are everywhere. They are
extremely well organlzed, often well funded, and they have

high social prestige...Most..congregations. havgﬂstrongm e S e

internal coh951on, and the government has been reluctant to
interfere in church activities, providing some degree of
refuge from surveillance and control. The church symbolizes
moral respectability, particularly within the new middle
class. Traditionally church leaders, both Catholic and
Protestant have been among the most outspoken middle class
opponents of governmental authoritarianism.  Various ¢huteh
groups were deeply involved in efforts to promote gralaal’
reform in the late 1970s. Church-sponsored organlzatmona
such as the Urban Industrial Mission and the Farmers -+ .
Catholic Organization were firmly repressed as a result'of
their efforts to educate and mobilize industrial workers®and
farmers. Qreee

The profound 1deologlcal disillusionment that followed
Chun's siezure of power in 1980 forced youth movement,”,.
leaders within the church to undertake the same kind pf ,
internal debate and re-examination of first principlek.that
was taking place in the student movement as a whole. . .

Radical students after 1982 adopted a hard line, e’ &
showing contempt for the church and its efforts at refermw,
which they regarded as having been discredited by the'‘ey¥nts
of 1980. Clergymen might be men of personal uprlghtness *and
good will, but institutionally the church was regarded’ éé an
integral part of the bourgeois (enemy) 5001ety, and
therefore it could play no useful role in revolutlonaxy,"
reform. As long as the church preferred antl-Commuanm"as
part of its creed, it could, according to the radical view,
make no contrlbutlon to solving the nation's more 1mmed1ate
problems.

Younger more progressive elements associated with both
Catholic and Protestant youth organizations were also
troubled by these issues. Some of these men were former
student leaders who sympathized deeply with student goals.
Accordingly, a radicalization process took place within some
church groups after 1982 and considerable interest in
Liberation Theology developed. As a result, although there
was considerable formal hostility expressed by militant
student, ,1ggdgers, fovards organlzedemenglon, in fact
Christign #nd nbri-khristian groqps'w;thln the student
movemehtt WHrked'ﬁogether'w1thour sgridus difficulty.

_ In?béﬁerai church groups have avoided direct.
involvement in student action, but they have provided



support in many ways including the use of church buildings
as sanctuaries. Financial help and legal services have bheen
provided for many arrested and imprisoned students, as well
as for the victims and the families of victims at Kwangju.
The movement by students to infiltrate factories and to
assist farmers has received extensive support from Christian
organizations in recent years. Some, such as the Korean
Christian Action Organization, have adopted a
confrontational stance, and as a result most of their work
has been blocked or undone by police action, but other
groups working quietly behind the scenes have been quite

—affactive.

The church has also been actlve in promotlng and

- helping to finance the popular culture movement, through

which radical intellectuals, most of whom were fairly recent
university graduates, published a great deal of "subversive"
literature and sponsored art exhibitions and dramatic
presentations with progressive political content.

It is perhaps too soon to evaluate the role of cenees
Christians and the church in unifying dissent in June 1%987.°
and gettlng members of the middle class to join studentsulm
opposing repression in downtown Seoul, but it appears té ° ¢
have been substantial. The formation at the end of May,"~-
1987, of the National COalltlon for a Democratic
Constltutlon was accomplished largely as a result of
Christian initiatives. This was the broadest coalition’of
opposition groups ever organized and according to some :J."
(Christian) observers it permitted a much better degree, of,
coordination between student protest and the efforts of*,.,*

other dissenting groups after June 10th. « e
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STU ETFORT T N T OR

The point has already been made earlier that formal
student ideoclogy is fundamentally revolutionary in
character. Students have convinced themselves,
theoretically at least, that the contradictions facing the
nation are so deep-rooted that only a basic change in
social, political, and economic structure can lead to a
solution. But there is an agonizing problem: who will carry
out the revolution? The full weight of ideological
authority provides only one answer: the oppressed working

elass. - In continuing study and self-criticism.sessions....... . ... ...

students have been led to recognize that their role is
limited to that of raising the consciousness of the
oppressed laboring classes, and that as intellectuals with
middle class backgrounds they themselves, however militant
their tactics, cannot be the instruments of true revolution.
And, given the fact that the rural population is still
relatively conservative politically, student idealogues have
determined that the main long term effort must therfore:bé’s
directed at educating labor and helping workers mobilize, for
action. As a result the most ideologically advanced apd* :
most dedicated students - those who intend to remain in zhe
movement after their university years - have tended to Yocus
on this highest priority task of encouraging industrialsses«s
labor to perform its proper revolutionary role. In :
addition, they often see themselves as abandoning their*uwt,
class background and transforming themselves permanentlY”"
into labor activists. LA
But they have encountered frustrating problems, an¢ 1p
spite of the strenuous efforts that got underway in 1988, .ang
some initial successes (1985), the program to infiltrate.....
labor was not going well as of early June, 1987. The «ceses
problems can be grouped under three headings: 1) the lack'of
receptivity of labor to the students' message; 2) the seveer
preoccupation of students with utopian and polltlcal goa&gm
3) severe government repression. *
The students' ideoclogical model, in which South Ko¥éa':
is in a state of semi-colonial dependency on exploitativé®’
U.S. capitalism, makes it impossible for them to recognize
the true dimensions of economic progress and its effect on
industrial labor. It is true, of course, that there are
many low-paying sectors in Korean industry, where workers
are dissatisfied. In addition there is anger and resentment
because of tight governmental restrictions on the right to
organize, to strike, and even to present grivances.
Paternalistic employers have worked closely with the pollce
and officials of the ministry of labor to keep labor docile
and obedient. When these constraints are lifted, and as
workers sense the waning of President Chun's power, student
agitatorg will: hayd £Er£Ile grgusd ¥ar:gheir efforts. 1In
the short frud seriduk labor-trqubkes'seem to be inevitable.
But it ik laldoltxhd thHat'with Fndustria® expansion and the
disappearance of a "stagnant labor pool", employers have had
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to compete for workers in recent years by offering better
pay and improved conditions. KXorean labor has, in fact,
done relatively better than workers in the other NICs, and
this applies particularly to such low paying sectors as
female labor in the textile, shoe, and electronics
industries. As a result of industrial expansion and export
growth jobs are abundantly available, and living standards
continue to improve. Workers may be resentful and
combative, but they are not by and large in a revolutiocnary
mood. Rather, they are likely to share with most other
Koreans an optimistic view of the nation's economic future

under-a free enterprise system,«expecting that their .. ... o o

children will live much better than they do.

So there is a sharp and continuing contradiction
between the students' desire to revolutionize the working
man - and labor's objectives, which are better pay and
improved working conditions. This, too, has been the
subject of much debate and self-crltlclsm, with students
forced to conclude on repeated occasions that in order to..
gain their confidence, they must promote workers' immediabé,
practical interests, abandoning at least for the short stesm
their own preoccupation with ideological goals. But such *
tactical compromises with moral principle have not been®***,
easy. The conflict over how students can best serve
workers' interests has been going on more or less
contlnuously ever since the turn towards radlcallzatlon,,“
began in the 1970s. It is still far from resolved. cotnet

One problem is that most students are not really L
interested in the messy complexities that characterize "«." ¢
actual social problems. What fascinates them and enligts -,
their emotional support are the broad meoralistic ot v
abstractions, in terms of which there is a clear enemy *tt'*’
blame and hate, and an equally clear "truth" to believé’ ﬂﬁ.
The realization of how the Korean case fits into prestlgeous
international theories of colonialism, dependency, claqsn,,
warfare, and revolution comes as a revelation, a true | °*
enlightenment, revealing the "hypocracy and lies propagatﬁd
but the military dictatorship and its American masters.'V...’

There were reportedly (in early June, 1987) over forty
different student groups that were primarily concerned with
raising the consciousness of workers. Many of these
organizations had established secret branches in the various
industrial enclaves of South Korea. The Chun government has
demonstrated on many occasions that it is determined to
eradicate attempts by students to radicalize labor, and as a
result many of the organizations have disbanded and reformed
under new names in accordance with the rhythms of police
repression. The more militant groups can claim
responsibility for a certain amount of labor unrest since
1985, but many of their pembers hawe.enrded up in prison.

Other, more‘grqduallst' offen chqrgh sponsored
organlzqt;on§‘haVe tried. to pursqe lgss°confrontatlonal
goals, usually tndér ‘the dlrectlon of older founders and
advisors. This older generation is not interested in

CQ&CUO
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bringing about revolution but rather wants to train leaders
who can create and direct a strong labor union movement
under a hoped-for, liberal democratic, successor regime.
Their thinking is often at variance, however, with that of
the Christian students working under their sponsorship.

Both radical and moderate organizations are using the
same instrument to try and achieve their goals - namely,
students, both men and women, who take blue collar Jjobs, and
try to gain the friendship and respect of their fellow
workers. Estimates of the number of students who have
deliberately taken factory jobs in order to "raise workers'
--consciousness"- varies greatly from.a.low.ef abeuk 1500 to a
high of over 5000. It is a crime in the Republic of Korea
to disguise one's educational qualifications in order to
obtain a blue collar job. The dividing line between a
dedicated activist who has been expelled from a university,
and who obtains employment in industry for ideological
reasons on the one hand, and the drop-out or graduate who
takes a factory job because no other work is available,qn..
the other, is not always absolutely clear. With less thad
50% of all college and university graduates obtaining 20@9
in 1986, it is obvious that many former students have %o’ -
become workers in industry, at least temporarily. It glso,
seems probable that most are discontented and ready to %join
in, if not actually help organize, labor disputes. e

Employers are likely to fire a former student, if his
or her higher educational background is discovered, eetelt
regardless of whether he or she has actually been involvegd
in labor agitation. If, however, the student is accus®&d‘df
playing an active role in promoting labor unrest, the police
are usually called in; leading to questioning, threats,.-ard
sometimes arrest and imprisonment. One long-time observer
of the labor scene noted that, "in Korea all labor disput¥s
are illegal, and they are invariably settled illegally *
through the informal intervention of the police and othéi’:
officials." As a result of frequent police crackdowns: ang
employer resistance it is now believed that the number, Qf..
student activists working in industry has declined during.”
the last year or so, in spite of the fact that new,
dedicated recruits are constantly trying to penetrate the
field. Employers, who for the most part strongly resist any
threat of unionization, have adopted certain practices to
avoid hiring militant ex-students. For example, a textile
manufactor many hire only girls under 19 or married women.

The ex-student activist working in a factory has a
difficult and dangerous job. The work may be physically
demanding or excruciatingly boring, and living conditions
are likely to be lower, often much lower then he or she is
used to. He must carefully and gradually cultivate the
friendship of fellow workexrs, with whom.he has almost nothing
in comme¥."':And if histackivititd adeiuncovered, he faces
possible arrest‘and ‘imptibkdnment s  Bhepe is great admiration
for such:‘peopie by bthér activists, who often refer to them
as the true heroes of the movement. Apparently the most



frustrating aspect of their role is coping with what is
referred to as "low worker consciousness." A number of
interviews with former students who had been through the
experience revealed a good deal of ambivalence. On the one
hand they reported that gaining the confidence of fellow
workers and helping them attain a better understanding of
the facts regarding American imperialism and its
exploitation of Korean labor was extremely satisfying . But
on the other hand they sometimes longed for more
intellectual stimulation and the material ammenities of
middle class life. Factory working hours are long, often 10

or more hours -daily, and vacation time. is minimal....In.order. . ...

to carry out their mission, the infiltrators must spend the
only free time of the day -~ a couple of hours in the evening
- in conversation with fellow workers, or leading informal
study and discussion groups. Although no figures were
avallable, the burn-out rate is apparently fairly high.
There is, however, no shortage of new volunteers, eager to
contribute to the cause. ‘ cectan
According to informants, married couples are best‘abklee
to withstand the strains of this kind of life. Usually-«eoth
husband and wife are former activist students, and both hawe
factory jobs. In other cases a former student will haye-*-,
married a working woman, convertlng her to his cause ani *
enlisting her help in his conversion efforts. :"“‘
It seems evident that if strict governmental contfgl, of
union activity is relaxed, and former students are freg;tp
carry their message to workers, there will be a major gurge
of effort in this area. Past experience has shown that%.® :
given time and the opportunity to operate without restralnt
most student agitators have been able to organize and .
indoctrinate a core group of discontented workers. sescss
The chaebol or conglomerates were described as it
representing the greatest opportunity but also the most
difficult challenge for labor activists. Wages and wo'kiug
conditions are better than in smaller companies, and : * ¢
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management exerts detailed control over every aspect of.the

work place. But there is also a good deal of worker ‘....°
resentment against the enormous wealth and power of the
chaebol and the tight authoritiarian discipline that
characterizes their labor policies. Former students with
experience in such companies say that nearly all the workers
are intelligent and have a high school education, so they
can easily assorb the "truth" of the new 1deology It was
asserted that the struggle to raise worker's consciousness
must be won in the chaebol, since they constitute the front
line of Korean industry.
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DISCUSSION

The Korean student movement is possibly unique, not
only because of its long historical tradition, but also
because it has often been a major player in important
national political events. Periodically students have
wielded great power, although they have hever controlled the
government. During the past thirty-five years or so a large
amount of governmental effort and resources have been
devoted, not always successfully, to keeping students under
control. There is a theory that South Korean student

~protest is a cyclical phenomenon,..xeaching.peaks..of.activity. .. . . ...

every seven years; actually, the numbers don't gquite work
out.* In any case it is important to recognize that we are
dealing with a permanent, continuing aspect of Korean
political development.

In this discussion two major questions will be
addressed: 1) What are the significant structural changes -
those with implications for future developments - that have
taken place in the student movement as a result of the :ii0%s
period of increasingly intense activity from 1982 until . 7,
July, 19872 2) What sort of role are activist studentg -« :
likely to play in the current transition period that wille.
hopefully lead to the establishment of a more legitimatle .°
regime under a democratically elected president? The firet
question will be dealt with briefly, since it is the tepic
of most of the preceding sections of this paper. The sépfopd
question is more complex and more difficult; rather thiaf'"*
answers, there will be speculation. : T

1) It is probably correct to assume that most acti@igi‘
students, particularly those from elite universities, wikl;
as in the past, find jobs after graduation in business,.fhe
bureaucracy, and the professions, where they will gradually
adopt a middle class life style and world view. Doubtleds;
these former militants will remember their campus radieelkism
with nostalgia, but it will have been largely replaced;*qt;
least in terms of their daily lives, by some more praghatit
set of beliefs focussed on advancing family interests &hd‘:
the prosperity of corporate enterprise. In spite of itg*"
ideological tensions and penchant for moralistic rhetoric
South Korea is still very much a materialistic, consumption
and achievement-oriented society.

But having said this, it is nevertheless important to
point out that the situation has changed since 1982 in some
important respects, and that as a result the student
movement is likely to continue to exert substantial leverage
on domestic politics for the forseeable future. The
following changes, all of which have taken place in recent
years, appear to be both significant and irreversable,

*The citHd Rates:are '19%6i~ 1958° - 1960 - 1965 ~ 1973 - 1980
- 1987.: The Koréan war- eyplaing ithe lack of activity in
1953, bit thefanti-Fapanest treaty Hembhstrations of 1965
are slightly out of sync.
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especially in light of the expected shift to a more open and
democratic society:

a) Student radicals have put together an alternative,
coherent, and comprehensive ideoclogy that has completely
transformed their perspectives on nationalism and national
goals, as well as on the place of South Korea in the
international system. As a result of new methods of
indoctrination and the emotional stresses that have
accompanied their struggles against authority, students now
tend to believe in their new doctrines with an intensity
that approaches religious fervor. Many elements of this

~ideology have, -in-more or less diluted.and SOMELIMES. .. i vome won

distorted form, seeped across sub-cultural and class
boundaries and are now widely incorporated in popular
thought and attitudes.
b) Student radicals have created a highly organized, well
disciplined, and partially clandestine organization that has
developed effective means for self perpetuation through
recruitment and ideoclogical indoctrination. ceecee
c) Compared to the past it seems probable that a ® ees
significantly larger number of today's student radicala.willl
not conform to the dominant middle class ideology and ¥ill
occupy a somewhat marginal and alienated position in  esec
society. : L
d) Student radicals have developed plans and methodolpgies
for the mobilization of labor, that in the absence of °*
governmental repression are likely to be at least parﬁi@?&y
effective. AR
If we can assume that future governments in Soutlr Kozea
will be somewhat less intolerant of political dissent,. then
the changes cited above would all appear to contribute.ih:
the long run to the establishment of more firmly baseGjpes«.
leftist political institutions. seeces
2) It seems useful to approach the second question, *
“what can we expect from the student movement during tHg*°
First, there will be arguments supporting the idea thép.":
student activism will resume, interfering with efforts, fq«
establish and consolidate the new regime-what might be
called the Chang Myon period (1960-1961) precedent. This
will be followed by a contrasting summary of reasons for
expecting militant students to be relatively calm and
tolerant, if not supportive, of new political initiatives.
It is assumed, of course, that during the period under
consideration the South Korean military does not interfere,
the DPRK does not make nay particularly aggressive moves,
and there is no economic catastrophe.

With the lessening of military intervention in politics
and a weakenjng, of purgaucrafic.authoxrity and the coercive
force oft the:polire, thelstudeNt: movément remains in place
as a well drdartizkadj. cbhésive, -and highly motivated
institutishs ¢ THetré*will probably ‘be less severe constraints
on student activism, so that radical leaders can be expected
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to step in and try to influence events in what they perceive
to be a temporary and partial power vacuum. In particular,
the temptation to bring about more revolutionary change by
encouraging labor agitation will be considerable.

We know that students are deeply suspicious of the
leading opposition politicians, believing that they lack the
moral gqualifications to rule, and that the imitation,
Western-style democracy they are expected to establish, will
not fit the requirements of the Korean situation. Students
will insist on taking the credit for Chun and Roh's ‘
unexpected willingness to compromise, and there will be

s o on-CONG L derable. restiveness, . as the. older generation tries . to..o v e .

take over, telling young activists to go back to school and
study. For militants the student movement has been the
central focus of their world, providing each individual
participant with lofty goals, a satisfying identity within
an emotionally supportive community, and an exaggerated
sense of importance in shaping national events. The role of
ordinary student will seem selfish, restricted, and dull by

comparison. *eee®

There is no reason to expect that the myriad seecce
dissatisfactions of student existence will be solved ih €the
near future. Overcrowding, the impersonality of XYL

instruction, and economic hardship will remain as major -
problems. Actually, more real autonomy for the uanerQTtiES
will probably result in hlgher tuitions and still more®
restrictive enrollment policies. And it is highly unlfkely
that Korean professors are suddenly going to transform .
themselves into warm, caring counselors on personal anq,-:
intellectual matters. In the longer run there will alwost
certainly be greater budget allocations for education,’hLitl
it will be many years before the the disastrous consequanoes
of doubling the college and university student body 1nutbe
early 1980s can be corrected.

The traumatic nature of the shift from a sheltere®’alid
confined life in high school to relative freedom at thE""
university will not be ameliorated, and as a result th%re“
will probably always be a certain percentage of freshmgy, who
are susceptible to the attractions of a highly organized and
collective movement. Student radicals have been conditioned
to expect that the process of achieving some kind of unified
Korean socialism will be a long, slow one, with many
temporary set backs along the way. So they will continue to
think far ahead, recruiting and indoctrinating freshmen and
assigning them the task of raising the nation's
consciousness regarding class exploitation, the dangers of
anti-Communist ideology, and the importance of breaking free
from American"imperialist hegemony."

The recalcitrant nature of the Korean unification
problem, and the frustrat19qg that,burld up in the absence
of any x’éa']hs&::.o prospect;,@f 3 wo¢lutibd, are both factors
promoting extrenigm., The:"alterﬁaﬁidb-natlonalism“
advocated Py stodént r¥didals "will®‘dontinue to make a strong
appeal, as anti-American ideas become more firmly embedded
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in South Korean popular culture. Probably the more
dedicated and militant students have gone too far to be able
to reverse course and come to terms with a liberal
democratic regime, closely allied to the United States and
an integral part of the international capitalist economic
systemn.

Currently in South Korean there is an uneasy
disequilibrium or tension among competing value systems,
without any single dominant trend around which a national
consensus might form. The student movement represents to
some extent an escape or retreat from the massive influx of

“{ndividual fsmand ‘democratic, -free-enterprise..ideology from

the West. Traditional Confucian concepts of justice,
morality, hierarchy, and communalism reinforce the
authoritarianism of the left. 1In other words, "radical" in
this context is not entirely innovative but rather finds
support in deeply conservative national traditions.

Tt is highly probable that there will be a good deal of
disillusionment with the inefficiency, delays in decigjien.
making, corruption, and general sloppiness of democratic..”
governmental institutions. The pluralist idea that the....
common good is somehow advanced when different groups +in’ *

society organize to promote their own interests, does nob,

£it at all well into the Confucian scheme of things. @&iven
this special environment intransigent students may well®ec*
mobilize behind simpler and more extreme solutions to:"‘-
current problems. .

A number of older and moderate-but-sympathetic KQregn
observers of student radicalism have brought up the pdirxt
that rapid upward mobility is more likely for certain.able
and ambitious individuals during a period of political.endl
economic trumoil. Modern Korean history has demonstrateds
according to this view, that new opportunities and rapiqly
growing living standards are often the result of fundamental
social change. But recently Korean society has been O
settling down. Petty commerce, for example, is saturpteds
and there are too many small entrepreneurs. The only, ayepue
to good jobs is that of slow, conscientious, expensive,.,,*
academic achievement. With the blue collar-white collar
boundary becoming increasingly sharp, working class mobility
is also blocked, adding to a general restlessness and desire
for revolutionary change.

As a result of the recent years of struggle on campuses
students now regard faculty members who are not openly
sympathetic to their cause with distrust and hostility.
Those with Ph.D.s from American universities are especially
marked for suspicion. Progressive faculty have become a
kind of elite, praised not only for their ideas but for
their personal courage in resisting authority. It can be
expected Lhat this moaqd wildk.cantdrue, fostering the '
prestili¢ aid; ackdptante bf rddidaliigéas.

[ . [ L
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Now, for the other side of the argument: that we can
expect a significant weakening of student activism.

Student extremism, both ideological and tactical, was
the result primarily of frustration at continued
authoritarian rule under former generals. The whole
paraphernalia of a radical and anti-American ideclogy
combined with a semi-clandestine network of student cells
has been directed primarily towards the goal of getting rid
of Chun Doo Hwan. Behind (or underneath) the formal
ideological mumbo-jumbo Korean students are still
achievement-oriented, individualistic, middle class youths,
interested in-getting -ahead-and-living the good.life...While.. ..
some embittered, alienated core leaders may continue to
demand extreme solutions to current problems, there will be
far fewer new recruits for the movement, and-of possibly
greater importance-the mass of uncommitted students who are
nevertheless interested in public issues will no longer be
sympathetic supporters.

The militant thecreticians have gone too far, creating
an extremist splinter group that will be completely isglaped
from mainstream political culture. Without a specific,.qvil
in the form of repressive riot police, newspaper censors| :
and goons breaking up labor union meetings, the dedicabed
militance of student warriors cannot be sustained. They
need something more tangible than hypothesized Americajec««
"imperialism" or "exploitation of the working class" to
fight against. It is also probable that the public at 'ilxge
will no longer be tolerant of student extremism, once [ .,
government authoritarianism is checked, and democratic,,* :
reforms begin to be implemented. ‘ « -

The growing consmopolitanism-of South Korea, espdeitlly
in the form of a greater understanding of actual conditions
in the DPRK as well as the situation of other Communist«je«:
countries is likely to show up the inadequacies of neo- *
Marxist interpretations of international relations. °*"***°
Similarly a less heated and polarized domestic envirorh&rt
will enable students to reach a more balanced evaluation of
social and economic developments at home. The obvious, an
overwhelming material advantages of South Korea's growth and
export policies will in the long run be convincing, both to
intellectuals and to students. '

Most older Koreans appear to believe that for the time
being at least, the period of active militance is over.

When asked what will happen if real progress towards
democratization occurs, and human rights are guaranteed, an
overwhelming majority of middle class moderates predicted
that student activism would subside. But no one seems to
want the students to disappear entirely from the national
political arena. A typical remark was, "in the last
analysig, they axe gur, oply.Kerrain gnarantee against
arbitrany ruje.¥: & mpreifrodregsivelwiew was that, "as
democratiictisbetaliish bacdres imode Mebspectable and an
acceptef! pirt ‘4F ‘the pblitical scéhe, the student movement
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will form its shock troops, demonstrating when necessary,
working to support labor, and helping get out the vote",.
There is one final argument that is related to the
cyclical theory mentioned earlier: After so much emotion,
tear gas, anger and energy expended, the time has come for a
period of relative calm. The nation is tired of student
challenges to authority and is ready for a different, more

~constructive political phase.

These then, are the major arguments on both sides. The

«next question is, what-actually-are .the.students.up to.nowz. ... ...

Probably another research trip is necessary in order to make
really confident predictions, but there are some pretty good

"indications that student activism is far from dead. It is

rather just biding its time during the summer and making

plans for the fall and the election period in early winter.
In other words the weight of evidence favors the first of.
the two arguments presented above - The "Chang Myon perjiqgd,
precedent," although not all the contrary arguments can, hQe*
discounted entirely. neocee

Although morale was high in the student movement &urihg
May and June, 1987, and there was confidence in eventuadses_
victory, student leaders were not prepared for the Chun* -
regime's unexpectedly total acceptance of opposition [***°*
demands, and as yet no unified position, either ideolo$§ical
or in terms of tactics, has been agreed upon. There afd. '«
reports that the government's willingness to compromisg was
a deep disappointment to many radicals. Student groupy,irt
the meantime have kept busy assisting flood victims and .
aiding strikers, particularly those in the Ulsan-area.’ss’ ¢

Student leaders regard both Kim Yong Sam and Kim Daess
Jung as much too conservative, but if forced to choose'srittey
will throw their weight behind Kim Dae Jung. Students will
be mobilized to participate energetically in the electiéh'*
campaign on behalf of the RDP, since "the primary task'at’s
present must be to destroy Chun Doo Hwan". They will fap,
out all over the country urging farmers and workers to,yptte.

Major rallies will be organized by students in the fall
on behalf of political prisoners who have not yet been
released, and in support of striking workers. Christian
groups are urging that every effort be made to avoid
violence so as not to antagonize the public at large.

Many student leaders seem to be convinced that the U.S.
called the shots in June, persuading Chun and Roh to give
in. They now see American policy as catering to the desires
of the Korean middle classes and therefore find themselves,
alongside labor, confronting a formidable alliance. The
corisensus among activists seems to be that if by some
mischance Rol} were {p be .elgcted, the,student movement would
mobiliget aly :itg Strengti.din bdmbind¥ibn with labor to
declarg yheé; dledtiof. iAwdlid bndi biing: the art of
demonstthtidbds' ¥o' 4 né% 1&vel’ ot fntensity



