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ETrade & Economics

Expedition 4: Trade Away!

[*linternational trade includes imports and exports. Goods and services which come into a country
are called that country’s imports; those which are sent out of a country are that country’s exports.

1. Brainstorm a list of the top ten products you think the US imports from Japan. Prioritize the list.
2. Brainstorm a list of the top ten products you think the US exports to Japan. Prioritize the list.

3. Compare your lists with actual import and export data. What do you find most surprising?
Why?

4. Analyze the list of exports from the US.a. What percentage of the top 20 exports are food and raw

materials? b. What percentage of the top 20 exports
are related to transportation equipment? c. What
percentage of the top 20 exports are related to computer

equipment? d. Both the US and Japan manufacture

Motor Vehicles (automobiles, trucks) for export. What is the ratio between the number of Motor
Vehicles we import to the number we export? What are the implications for the US
economy?

5. What three export products from the US do you think create the highest paying jobs for
Americans?
Why?

6. Compare the top 10 exports to Japan with the top 10 imports from Japan. Based on the products,
which country do you think creates more high paying jobs?
Why?
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Top 30 US Imports from Japan: 1996
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J[apan Country Fact Sheet
US-Japan Merchandise Trade Data, 1960—1997
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Information about Japan’s main exports/imports, trading partners, trade surplus, and electricity
energy sources.

Port of Yokohama
Includes graphs, cargo and ship information for Yokohama.

Port of Oakland
The San Francisco Bay Area’s primary shipping port; site includes maritime facts and figures, and
principal exports and imports.

US Customs

Information on US commerce, organized by port area.

List of Top 25 Metro Area Exporters, 1996, in which San Jose ranks first.
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