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I. INTRODUCTION

Zhang Tuosheng, a Chinese strategist, argues that China’s policy toward North Korea must change
with the times and its policy should always take China’s national interests, other countries national
interests and the well-being of those on the Korean Peninsula into account. He recommends four
specific policy adjustments.

From his summary:
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Since 2009, North Korea's nuclear policy pendulum significantly moved to possessing nuclear
weapons. The North Korea nuclear issue has entered a critical moment. There are three prospects
for the North Korean nuclear issue under combined internal and external forces: 1) taking an
irreversible path to forever possess nuclear weapons; 2) triggering a military conflict and even war;
or 3) returning to the path of dialogue to resolve the issue. Continued escalation of the nuclear crisis
situation on the peninsula has serious negative impacts: In the near term, an even tenser situation
on the peninsula increases the possibility of a “misfire” or miscalculation leading to military conflict
between North Korea and the United States, Japan and South Korea. In the mid to long term, if
North Korea continues to conduct nuclear tests, and even become a de facto nuclear state, then
North Korea 's military confrontation with the United States, Japan and South Korea will be even
more serious. Peace and stability on the peninsula will only move farther away; even though North
Korea wants to concentrate on economic development, it will be even more impossible to improve
the people’s livelihood.

Facing grim situations on the North Korean nuclear issue and on the Peninsula itself, China 's policy
toward North Korea should be adjusted to advance with the times: One, actively engage to resolve
the North Korean nuclear problem; two effectively grasp or take control of the denuclearization
process to ensure peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula; three resolutely avoid letting
“certain countries” lead other countries by the nose and avoid engaging in wrong practices; four
fully prepare to react to emergencies and unexpected events. By sticking to (China’s) national
interests and combining with the world’s common long-term interests as well as the interests of the
people of the Korean Peninsula, China will certainly be invincibly positioned.

Zhang Tuosheng is the Director of Research and Senior Fellow at the China Foundation for
International and Strategic Studies (CFISS) and also the director of CFISS Academic Committee.
This article originally appeared in the (China) Journal of International Security Studies, Vol 5,

2013. It is re-printed here with the author’s permission.

The views expressed in this report do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the
Nautilus Institute. Readers should note that Nautilus seeks a diversity of views and opinions on
significant topics in order to identify common ground.
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IV. NAUTILUS INVITES YOUR RESPONSES




The Nautilus Peace and Security Network invites your responses to this report. Please leave a
comment below or send your response to: nautilus@nautilus.org. Comments will only be posted if
they include the author’s name and affiliation.

View this online at: https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-special-reports/the-north-korean-nu-
lear-issue-and-chinese-policy/

Nautilus Institute
608 San Miguel Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707-1535 | Phone: (510) 423-0372 | Email:
nautilus@nautilus.org
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