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I. Introduction

This is the first half of a two part article from Professor Yang Wenjing of the China Institute for
Contemporary International Relations in Beijing, China. The article has two major parts: 1) an
overview of game theory, descriptions of zero-sum, non-zero sum games and examples of how both
have played a role at various times in great power relationships - with specific emphasis on the U.S.-
China relationship; 2) an analysis of China policy in the Obama administration with a focus on
modalities, connotations and interpretations.

In this Policy Forum, Yang Wenjing argues that China's rise not only benefits China, but also the
whole world. Toward that end, China's peaceful rise not only requires China's relentless efforts, but
also requires understanding and cooperation from the rest of world, especially the United States.
China's peaceful rise is based on China's national conditions and social development needs, rather
than a challenge to America’s dominant status, as China has no intent to change the world order. A
zero-sum game is a lose-lose game. Only a non-zero sum approach can produce "win-win", "winning"
or "multiple win" results. Yang Wenjing then explores China policy in President Obama’s
administration, based on official statements she concludes relations between the U.S. and China are
in a non-zero sum mode and we should expect Sino-US relations to have a competitive-cooperative
relationship, where only through successfully and peacefully dealing with competition can a rational
"rebalancing" be realized.

Yang Wenjing is an associate research professor in the American Studies Department at the China
Institute for Contemporary International Relations. The article originally appeared in CICIR’s journal
and is re-printed with the author’s permission.

The views expressed in this report do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the
Nautilus Institute. Readers should note that Nautilus seeks a diversity of views and opinions on
significant topics in order to identify common ground.
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The Nautilus Peace and Security Network invites your responses to this report. Please leave a
comment below or send your response to: nautilus@nautilus.org. Comments will only be posted if
they include the author’s name and affiliation.
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