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I. Introduction

This is the second in a three part series of articles from Professor Zhang Tuosheng of the China
Foundation for International Strategic Studies in Beijing, China. The general progression of this
series is: 1) suggestions for constructing a new type of great power relationship (between the U.S.
and China); 2) identifying challenges, opportunities and strategies in the basic security environment
surrounding China as perceived by a Chinese strategist; culminating in 3) thoughts on China’s
national interests providing context and identifying common ground for future discussions.

In this Policy Forum, Zhang Tuosheng suggests there have been some major changes from China’s
view point in the international and domestic environment from 2008-2012. The challenges to
China's security environment reached a high point in 2012. The relationship between China and the
outside world has entered a period of heightened friction. However, this should not shake the basic
judgment that this is China's period of strategic opportunities. China's rise will continue thanks to
three fundamentally unchanged factors: favorable changes in the international situation, reform and
opening up and sticking to the path of peaceful development. To turn challenges into opportunities,
the author proposes adhering to effective, peaceful foreign policy and precisely defined core
interests, in order to build new relations among major powers such as the three major breakthrough,
strengthen high-level decision-making mechanisms for policy coordination, strategic planning and
enhance crisis management He also makes nine specific policy recommendations.

Zhang Tuosheng is the Director of Research and Senior Fellow at the China Foundation for
International and Strategic Studies (CFISS) and also the director of CFISS Academic Committee.

The views expressed in this report do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the
Nautilus Institute. Readers should note that Nautilus seeks a diversity of views and opinions on
significant topics in order to identify common ground.
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IV. NAUTILUS INVITES YOUR RESPONSES

The Nautilus Peace and Security Network invites your responses to this report. Please leave a
comment below or send your response to: nautilus@nautilus.org. Comments will only be posted if
they include the author’s name and affiliation.

View this online at: https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-special-reports/challenges-opportunit-
es-and-strategies/
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