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I. Introduction

This is the first part of a two part Special Report from Professor Yang Wenjing of the China Institute
for Contemporary International Relations in Beijing, China. The article has three major sections: 1)
An overview of significant changes in the U.S.-China-]Japan trilateral relationship since the Obama
administration took office; 2) A basic description of extant U.S.-China-Japan trilateral dialogs and
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analysis of the pros and cons of those dialogs; 3) Prospects for future dialog and policy
recommendations.

In this Policy Forum, Yang Wenjing explains that there have been new changes in trilateral relations
between China, the U.S. and Japan since the Obama administration took office: The US-Japan
alliance finally achieved a substantial improvement after several twists and turns; U.S.-China
relations are moving from “competitive cooperation” toward the direction of a “new type great
power relationship” because of great efforts from both sides; China-Japan relations suffered a
downturn due to the U.S. strengthening its military cooperation with Japan and exacerbating the
Diaoyu Islands situation. The state of trilateral relations between the U.S., China and Japan shows an
“unbalanced” (evocative of the “rebalance”) relationship; U.S-China and U.S.-Japan relations are
close while China and Japan are estranged. Nevertheless, in light of the three countries’ close-knit
economic interests and high degree of interdependence, none of the parties can bear the cost of all
out conflict; it is especially important to prevent the antithesis to security from forming if the U.S.
and Japan are on the same side in opposition to China. This tripartite coordination and active dialog
provides rationale and motivation to do so.

Yang Wenjing is an associate research professor in the American Studies Department at the China
Institute for Contemporary International Relations.

The views expressed in this report do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the
Nautilus Institute. Readers should note that Nautilus seeks a diversity of views and opinions on
significant topics in order to identify common ground.
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III. NAUTILUS INVITES YOUR RESPONSES

The Nautilus Peace and Security Network invites your responses to this report. Please leave a
comment below or send your response to: nautilus@nautilus.org. Comments will only be posted if
they include the author’s name and affiliation.
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