(]

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES
COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

(9 The NAPSNet Policy Forum provides expert analysis of contemporary peace and security
issues in Northeast Asia. As always, we invite your responses to this report and hope you will take
the opportunity to participate in discussion of the analysis.

Recommended Citation

United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, "ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UNITED
STATES COMMISSION ON INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM", NAPSNet Policy Forum,
September 21, 2004, https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-policy-forum/annual-report-of-the--
nited-states-commission-on-international-religious-freedom



https://nautilus.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/nautilus-logo-small.png
https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-policy-forum/annual-report-of-the-united-states-commission-on-international-religious-freedom/
https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-policy-forum/annual-report-of-the-united-states-commission-on-international-religious-freedom/

PFO 04-34A:September 21 2004
Annual Report ov the Umted smes Commission on
International
by United sm-s Commlssmn on International
ious Freedom

NTS

I nited States C International Religous
Ereedom

L Nautilus Invites Your Responses:

1 Introduction

“This s an excerpt from the annual report of the United States.

ComnissiononIntaruations! RellousFrsedor dsalng it rligian
‘The Nautilus Intitute will be running another essay,

[mmuvery ifrent porspciv on this ssu,on Thrsdey

ot
re\lmous medom condmons v improv i tho pas oar, Th

ea yo designated
ety ot pan smearn o CRC. which e S
Department has done since 2001
The views xpressd nthis al ar those of theauthor an do ot
necesaryrflec the offial poiyor postion of the Nautlus

iy
nd ﬂpm\nni o contentons et vt s donty comion

T Foay by United States Commission o International
Religious Fre

Annual Reportof the United States Commisionon Inernationl
Rligiou
by Unten Slales cammsm.. o nternationa Reliows Frocdom

rth Kore: manitarian disaster of unimaginable proportions.
As ovesoiny ot oyt o e bee the Geprivaion of the
ple of the D

Peopm s Rapublc of North Kores mnm o arnongth et oo on

voman dignity snd lets e s while pirsng miltary might and
weapons of mass destruction. By all accounts there are

o oo v e Koo 4 0 prvecon o o
rights.

i  belief

‘North Kor
rely represses public and private religious acti
policy of actively discriminating agains! religious believers. Despite

uniny, thore s o groving bods of consisent reprts rom efugcs
malnmrvah have arrested, imprisoned, tortured, and sometim
e North Koreans who et fou 1o b st overeeas
Christan Evangelicl roupe opeatiog ousid tho coutry, s well s
those who ongeged in uch unuthorizd eligious activies s public
d pers

rolgious tesdon ondions have )mpmved in the past year. The
rth Korea be designated

oty ot smeamn o CRC. which e S

Department has done since 2001

‘The North Korean government has formed several religious

organzaionsha € controlsfor e pirpose of sevrely rosticing

that they consiute roe f royios esdam s th connty
e, the Korean Buddhist Federation pmmmnsuadn.smnnke

rom rshiping ¢ Noih Kooan emplos Mos of the emaiing

temple ththave ecaped overment destiction since e Korean

jous sites. Similarly, the Korean Christan Federatin restrict

Chnsnan activios. Following the reportod wholesal destuction of
1,500 churches during Kim 11 Sung's reign (1948-1994), two

l’musmntchurcl\:sa  ne Roran Catoe church, it st

o i st sraments Camt b coeratea. Constructon of
o Rasln Orthodox Church vascomplete

Corean pators oprang cxchanges withthe
Koren Cotenan Fadorapon, kb com acan o Norh Korans
who attend services at the Catholic and Protestant churches in
Pyongyang are genuine in their faith, the majority reportedly attend

InjJansary 2004,  former memberof the Narth Korean Ntioal
e frcty oo nd oprad b he NaiondlSecuty Agency
Research that th and

Protestant churches meet for Sunday services when there are not

H
HH
zg
£z
g%
£z
E
EH
e
ir

g

government approval outside of Pyongyang for religious believers in
rural areas, independent observers have questioned the existence of
jatherings.

roquests to visit such gatherings.
that undy ret

sec
under the extremely repressive conditions in North Korea. The
ed info

meet in small groups and operate in complote secrecy inside North

a
existence of underground Christians, although there are no good
estimates of the numbers of believers in these groups or in what areas
of the country they might operate.
Persons found carrying Bibles in public o distributing religious
tur, o engaging in nauthorized elgions acivites ich s
fous expression and per ested ar
Ecpesmon e oot b s of s ol execuhon of
nough theprecice o mp

b
unable to document fully the n\lmber rchgonsdenect o
prisoners. Accoing oo South Korean pres roprt ied i th Sate
Department’s 2003 Annual Report on International Relgiou:
Feaadom, a osimsed 6,000 hrstans re meaneeraled i Prson
No. 15" loatednth northen art of the county: Acoring t0a
stay rom the US.Commiteeon Human g n Nort Ko

North

Soing g o cntoncee poticl prisoner cams o ecount o
their religious beliefs or actviies. The ison wes nformed o
heaingbeld n January 2007 tht wah praamens e seporindy

o than ber inmate,Fo xampe gt pronors,

s I priso, whete £y are subict o constant abus rom prion
officials in an effort to force them to renounce their faith, When they
refuse, thes oligiousprisners re reportedly aften beaien and
sometimos tortured to deai
The North Korean qwemmenl forcefly propagtes an doclogy
known as “Juche,” based on the personality cult of the
et leser Kim fong 1 and i ot fiher, Kim I Sung: Korean
andates that pictures of Kim Jong 1l and his father be.
inced i ovrs o . veneraod.Tstes vt 1 b opened
insevral oatonsstound the countyfr the sudy and veneration of
Kim Jong Il and Kim
OlRa have oo Noh Koroan n oty ontho ass offamiy
background and perceived loyalty to the regime into 51 specific
o, el adhrops r b o oot s lwer
category, receiving fewer privileges and opportunities, such as

roleased by Amnesty International details evidence that persons in
1o remole

and desol  th

access to food aid and therefore loft to starve.

‘Thousands of North Koreans have fled to China in recent years.

Fugooswho s ihe oy roptitd o tosewho are
o the.

detained after RK are accused of
ireason. All m de(qumtgmaat o s e foun 10 b

contacts with s or Christian missionaries are subject to
sovere. pumshmenl g i doath ponl
i June 2003 the Commission submitted te :L\mlmy[ormesel\ate
Foregn Relations Commiise. Subcommitisson Est Asa

wman

T ahoso nNorth Kore, mcliing Expanded U5, Goverment

reporting, congressional engagement, and multilateral diplomacy. The
june 2003 ldby

SonatorSam Brownbacs whoannounced isplas t niroduco
Tegislation on North Korea. That legislation, the North Ke
Freedom Act of 2003 (H. R, 3573 and . 1903, includes 3 aamber of

broadcasting nto North Korea, and wuudaxpm\ the sense of
Congress that any negotiations with the North Korean government by
the United States should include human rights issues, including
religious freedom.

Injanusry 2004, e Commisonbedahoaring in L Angeles

entitled “North Korea: Human Rights Ground Zero,” focusing on
coniion o human igs, ocluding relgous reedon, he plght of

Dy, Commissoners hear esrony from Devd Howieo he US.
Committee for Human Rights in North Korea; Roger Winter from the.
U:S. Agoncyfo Itarnaional Development. Suzane Scholeof the
Defense Forum Foundation; a North Korean refugee; and a South
Karean pastor who works as a missionary inside North Korea.
InMarch, 2004, tbo Commian wrot e {0 he U, delogation
0 the 601h session of the UN Commission on Human Right
recommanting tat th dzltvalmn support  esaluton on e

e iementof Sy oot an g n o

200:
it o focommending that North Kora b desgnateda CPC,
the Comnlsion has ecommended i he U, governmont s
the agenda of the current Six Party Talks on nuclear
iecuntym\ eKnmal\Yemnsululumnludelssueiafh\lmnn rghts
oy s of ooy 5ou segriing Now Kores

s all avalbl contcts 0 atvance anagenda that ncludos the
the

Inluing th reedom o rlgon T et o e g o
in Americans with their family members in the DPRK, ensuring
S e iy of humanitarian asistance o North Korea is
h kand

st Koroon tagonde;

o multatealdiplmacy toadvance the prtectin of uman

rights in North Korea, including by raising human rights violations in
Kors inspproprint nernetions o, rging e Ropublic of

ind Japan 1o press for improvements on religious froedom and
nlherhuman it n their "k withthe DPRK, and rging the
ropean Unon toinclude relgous freedom conernsaspart of s
o s st wih the Norh Koroan govee
e Chins, s, and ot members ot ntornaional
community to grant refugee status to North Kore:
 urge the Chinese government to allow South Korean and

northern China and greater capacity o serve the needs of North
Korean refugees;
* develop and support ways to provide information to the people of
North Korea, particulariy on religious freedom and other human
rights issues, including by expanding or developing broadcasts that
target a North Korean audience by the Voice of America and Radio
Free Asia; and

+ work with the international community to urge the North Korean
government to permit monitoring of human rights conditions by UN

ign diplomats,  others.
In aditio, the S, Congress should fund an abjoctve and

bya

tablish a congressional
on human rights in Noreh Kerea, and expond 1 funcin for (0

arganizations advocating the protaction f human Fghts n North

Korea and (b) activiies that raise the awareness of human rights

11 Nautilus Invites Your Responses
‘The Northeast Asia Peace and Security Network nvites your
responses o i sy Pleas send reepones
tonapsnet@nautilus.org. Responses will be considere

o o netaoek oy ey et e o' name,
affliation, and explicit consent,

Produced by The Nautilus Insttute for Security and Sustainable.
Development

Northeast Asia Peace and Security Project (NAPSNet@nautilus org)
Webs hitp:Jwww nautilus.org



http://oldsite.nautilus.org/fora/security/0434A_ReligionI.html#sect1
https://nautilus.org/?p=44929&preview=true#sect1
https://nautilus.org/?p=44929&preview=true#sect2
https://nautilus.org/?p=44929&preview=true#sect2
https://nautilus.org/?p=44929&preview=true#sect3
mailto:napsnet@nautilus.org (Response to Forum 00-01)
mailto:NAPSNet@nautilus.org
https://nautilus.org/

View this online at: https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-policy-forum/annual-report-of-the--
nited-states-commission-on-international-religious-freedom/

Nautilus Institute

608 San Miguel Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707-1535 | Phone: (510) 423-0372 | Email:
nautilus@nautilus.or



mailto:nautilus@nautilus.org

