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The turn of the century has opened a new chapter in the development of human society. When we look
back on the twentieth century we notice that mankind created enormous material and spiritual wealth
never seen before. We also experienced two world wars, hundreds of local wars and the Cold War that
lasted for nearly half a century, suffering tremendously from the scourge of wars or the menace of
wars. The Chinese nation has gone through many hardships. The Chinese people have fought bravely
for their national independence, liberation, democracy and freedom. They have finally brought the
country onto the road toward modernization. The Chinese people know full well the value of
peace.Humanity is facing a rare chance for development as well as tough challenges in the new
century. To safeguard world peace and promote the development of all are the themes of the times
and the common aspirations of people all over the world. China is engaged wholeheartedly in its
modernization drive. A peaceful international environment and a favorable surrounding environment
serve China's fundamental interests. China steadfastly follows an independent foreign policy of peace
and is committed to a new world of peace, stability, prosperity and development. China firmly pursues
a defensive national defense policy and is determined to safeguard its state sovereignty, national
unity, territorial integrity and security. The Chinese people are ready to work together with other
peace-loving people of the world and contribute their wisdom and strength to world peace and
development, and a more beautiful future for mankind.

At this important point in history - the turn of the century - we publish this white paper, China's
National Defense in 2000, to express the Chinese people's sincere aspirations for peace and to help
the rest of the world better understand China's national defense policy and its efforts for the
modernization of its national defense.

I. The Security Situation




Peace and development remain the two major themes in today's world. The trend toward multi-
polarity and economic globalization is gaining momentum, and the international security situation, in
general, continues to tend toward relaxation. Relations among big powers are complicated, with many
interwoven contradictions and frictions. However, drawing on each other's strength, cooperating with
and checking and constraining each other remain a basic feature of their relationship. The vast
number of developing countries, with great potential for growth, are an important force in promoting
the establishment of a fair and reasonable new international order, and in safeguarding world peace
and development. Science and technology are making progress with each passing day, and economic
ties between countries have become ever stronger. Economic development, scientific and
technological innovation, and the growth of aggregate national strength remain the priorities for
many countries. Worldwide, the forces for peace are prevailing over the forces for war. A new world
war will not break out for a fairly long time to come.The security situation in the Asia-Pacific region
has been on the whole stable. Many Asian countries, particularly the East Asian countries, have tided
over the financial crisis and their economies are steadily recovering with bright prospects. It is the
policy options of most countries to rejuvenate their economies, and enhance dialogue and cooperation.
They will continue to develop state-to-state relations in accordance with such principles as sovereign
equality and non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries. A number of countries have
consistently stood for peaceful settlement of disputes, and engaged themselves in security dialogues
in a variety of forms, at different levels and through different channels. All this has helped enhance
mutual understanding and trust. The cooperation among ASEAN, China, Japan and the Republic of
Korea (10+3) is steadily developing in the economic and financial field. The tense situation on the
Korean Peninsula is markedly easing off. China and Viet Nam have signed a land border treaty. The
situation in the South China Sea remains generally stable.However, in today's world, factors that may
cause instability and uncertainty have markedly increased. The world is far from peaceful. There is a
serious disequilibrium in the relative strength of countries. No fundamental change has been made in
the old, unfair and irrational international political and economic order. Hegemonism and power
politics still exist and are developing further in the international political, economic and security
spheres. Certain big powers are pursuing "neo-interventionism," "neo-gunboat policy" and neo-
economic colonialism, which are seriously damaging the sovereignty, inde-pendence and
developmental interests of many countries, and threat-ening world peace and security. The United
Nations' authority and role in handling international and regional security affairs are being seriously
challenged. Under the pretexts of "humanitarianism" and "human rights," some countries have
frequently resorted to the use or threat of force, in flagrant violation of the UN Charter and other uni-
versally recognized principles governing international relations. In particular, the NATO, by-passing
the UN Security Council, launched military attacks against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
producing an extremely negative impact on the international situation and relations between
countries. A series of negative developments have occurred in the area of arms control and
disarmament. In particular, a certain country is still continuing its efforts to develop and introduce the
National Missile Defense (NMD) and Theater Missile Defense (TMD) systems, which have undermined
the international community's efforts to stem the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and to
promote disarmament. As modern science and technology and economic globalization continue to
develop, competition among countries has become fiercer than ever before. Financial and economic
risks are increasing, and economic security has become a concern for all countries. As the gap in
development and the disparity between rich and poor countries continue to widen all over the world,
particu-larly between the South and North, polarization has become an increasingly serious problem.
Local wars and armed conflicts have increased again, with conflicts and turbulence caused by ethnic,
religious, territorial, resources or other factors cropping up one after the other. Some countries have
continued to enlarge military blocs, strengthen military alliances and seek greater military superiority.
This has seriously affected world security and stability. Divisive, terrorist and extremist forces of
every description have continued to endanger the international community, and global problems such
as the environment, narcotic drugs and refugees have become increasingly prominent.

There are new negative developments in the security of the Asia-Pacific region. The United States is
further strengthening its military presence and bilateral military alliances in this region, advo-cating
the development of the TMD system and planning to deploy it in East Asia. Japan has passed a bill
relating to measures in the event of a situation in the areas surrounding Japan. All this goes against
the tide of the times. Joint military exercises have increased in the region, to the detriment of trust
between countries. The uncertain factors af3fecting security on the Korean Peninsula continue to
exist, and the situation in South Asia remains unstable. Encroachments on China's sovereignty and
interests in the South China Sea are not infrequent, and some extra-regional countries are attempting
to interfere in this issue.

The Taiwan Straits situation is complicated and grim. Lee Teng-hui flagrantly dished out his "two
states" theory in an attempt to split the country. The new leaders of the Taiwan authorities have
adopted an evasive and obscure attitude to the one-China principle. Separatist forces in Taiwan are
scheming to split the island province from China, in one form or another. This has seriously
undermined the preconditions and foundation for peaceful reunification across the Straits. This is the
root cause of tension across the Taiwan Straits. The United States has never stopped selling advanced
weapons to Taiwan. Some people in the United States have been trying hard to get the Congress to
pass the so-called Taiwan Security Enhancement Act. And some are even attempting to incorporate
Taiwan into the US TMD system. The newly revised Guidelines for US-Japan Defense Cooperation has
failed to explicitly undertake to exclude Taiwan from the scope of "the areas surrounding Japan"
referred to in the Japanese security bill that could involve military intervention. These actions have
inflated the arrogance of the separatist forces in Taiwan, seriously undermined China's sovereignty
and security and imperiled the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region.

The world is undergoing profound changes which require the discard of the Cold War mentality and
the development of a new security concept and a new international political, economic and security
order responsive to the needs of our times. The core of the new security concept should be mutual
trust, mutual benefit, equality and cooperation. The UN Charter, the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and other universally recognized principles governing international relations should serve
as the political basis for safequarding peace while mutually beneficial cooperation and common
prosperity its economic guarantee. To conduct dialogue, consultation and negotiation on an equal
footing is the right way to solve disputes and safeguard peace. Only by developing a new security
concept and establishing a fair and reasonable new international order can world peace and security
be fundamentally guaranteed.

China's fundamental interests lie in its domestic development and stability, the peace and prosperity
of its surrounding regions, and the establishment and maintenance of a new regional security order
based on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. China will continue to develop friendly relations
and cooperation with all other countries. It will make unswerving efforts to safeqguard and promote the
peace, stability, prosperity and development of the Asia-Pacific region in particular and the world in
general.




I1. National Defense Policy




China pursues a national defense policy that is defensive in nature. The Constitution of the People's
Republic of China (PRC) and the National Defense Law of the PRC, which is enacted in accordance
with the Constitution, specify the tasks of the armed forces of the PRC as being to consolidate national
defense, resist aggression, defend the motherland, safeguard the people's peaceful labor, participate
in national construction and serve the people wholeheartedly.China has always attached primary
importance to safeguarding state sovereignty, unity, territorial integrity and security, and has been
working hard for a peaceful international and a favorable peripheral environment for China's socialist
modernization drive. The development and powerfulness of China will constitute no threat to anyone,
but will rather promote the world peace, stability and development. Never to seek hegemony is the
Chinese people's solemn pledge to the world.China's defense policy has the following main aspects:

- Consolidating national defense, resisting aggression, curbing armed subversion, and defending state
sovereignty, unity, territorial integrity and security. China's efforts in defense modernization are
purely for self-defense. China spares no effort to avoid and curb war, and to solve international
disputes and questions left over by history through peaceful means. However, in view of the fact that
hegemonism and power politics still exist and are further developing, and in particular, the basis for
the country's peaceful reunification is seriously imperiled, China will have to enhance its capability to
defend its sovereignty and security by military means.

- Building and consolidating national defense independently and through self-reliance. China stresses
self-reliance as the basis for safeguarding state security, and insists on making national defense
policies and development strategies independently. China does not seek alliance with any country or
bloc of countries, nor does it participate in any military bloc. China builds its defense science,
technology and industry and develops its weaponry through self-reliance.

- Implementing the military strategy of active defense. Strategically, China pursues a principle
featuring defensive operations, self-defense and gaining mastery by striking only after the enemy has
struck. Such defense combines efforts to deter war with preparations to win self-defense wars in time
of peace, and strategic defense with operational and tactical offensive operations in time of war. While
basing them-selves on existing weaponry and carrying forward their fine traditions, China's armed
forces seek to adapt to profound changes in the world's military sphere, and prepare for de-fensive
operations under modern, especially high-tech, conditions.

- Building a lean and strong military force the Chinese way. In line with the general requirements of
being qualified politically, competent militarily, and having a fine work style, a strong sense of
discipline and adequate logistical support, the Chinese armed forces strive to strengthen their overall
development and form a revolutionized, modernized and regularized people's army with Chinese
characteristics. China adheres to building the armed forces by enhancing their quality, strengthening
the armed forces by relying on science and technology, and managing the armed forces according to
law, and is endeavoring to transform its armed forces from a numerically superior to a qualitatively
superior type, and from a manpower-intensive to a technology-intensive type, as well as to train high-
quality military personnel and improve the modernization level of weaponry in order to
comprehensively enhance the armed forces' combat effectiveness.

- Combining the armed forces with the people and practicing self-defense by the whole people. China
adheres to the concept of people's war under modern conditions, and exercises the combination of a
streamlined standing army with a powerful reserve force for national defense. The reserve force and
militia are maintained at an appropriate scale, with an optimized structure and an enhanced level of
training. In the light of the principle of combining peacetime footing with wartime footing and the
army with the people, and having reserve soldiers among the people, China works hard to popularize
and promote defense education, perfect the defense mobilization system and enhance the defense
mobilization capacity.

- Subordinating national defense to, and placing it in the service of, the nation's overall economic
construction, and achieving their coordinated development. Developing the economy and
strengthening national defense are two strategic tasks in China's modernization efforts. The Chinese
government insists that economic development be taken as the center, while defense work be
subordinate to and in the service of the nation's overall economic construction. Meanwhile, along with
economic development, the state strives to enhance its national defense strength, to effec2tively
support the armed forces in their efforts to improve their quality and to form a mechanism which
enables national defense and economic development to promote each other and develop in harmony.
- Safeguarding world peace, and opposing aggression and expansion. China resolutely opposes
hegemonism and power politics, and combats the policies of war, aggression and expansion. China
also objects to any country imposing in any form its own political system and ideology on other
countries. China does not seek military expansion, nor does it station troops or set up military bases in
any foreign country. China opposes arms race, and supports the international community in its efforts
to promote world and regional peace, security and stability.

China possesses a small number of nuclear weapons entirely for self-defense. China undertakes not to
be the first to use nuclear weapons, and not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against non-
nuclear-weapon states. China does not participate in any nuclear arms race, and never deploys any
nuclear weapons beyond its borders. China maintains a small but effective nuclear counterattacking
force in order to deter possible nuclear attacks by other countries. Any such attack will inevitably
result in a retaliatory nuclear counterstrike by China. China has always kept the number of its nuclear
weapons at a low level. The scale, composition and development of China's nuclear force are in line
with China's military strategy of active defense. China's nuclear force is under the direct command of
the Central Military Commission (CMC). China is extremely cautious and responsible in the
management of its nuclear weapons, and has established strict rules and regulations and taken
effective measures to ensure the safety and security of its nuclear weapons.

Settlement of the Taiwan issue and realization of the complete re-unification of China embodies the
fundamental interests of the Chinese nation. The Chinese government upholds the basic principle of
"peaceful reunification, and one country, two systems" for settling the Taiwan issue, carrying forward
the eight propositions on the devel-opment of relations between the two sides of the Taiwan Straits
and the promotion of the peaceful reunification of China. The Chinese government has consistently
adhered to the one-China principle and will never give in or compromise on the fundamental issues
concern-ing state sovereignty and territorial integrity. The change of the Taian regional leaders can
not change the fact that Taiwan is a part of Chinese territory. Settlement of the Taiwan issue is
entirely an internal affair of China. The Chinese government firmly opposes any country selling arms
to Taiwan, or entering into military alliances in any form with Taiwan, as well as outside interference
in any way. The Chinese government will do its utmost to achieve peaceful reunification, and
advocates settling differences through dialogues and negotiations on the basis of the one-China
principle. However, if a grave turn of events occurs leading to the separation of Taiwan from China in
any name, or if Taiwan is invaded and occupied by foreign countries, or if the Taiwan authorities
refuse, sine die, the peaceful settlement of cross-Straits reunification through negotiations, then the
Chinese government will have no choice but to adopt all drastic measures possible, including the use
of force, to safeguard China's sovereignty and territorial integrity, and achieve the great cause of
reunification. The "Taiwan independence" means provoking war again, and fomenting splits means
relinquishing peace across the Straits. The Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) unswervingly
takes the will of the state as its supreme will and the national interests as its supreme interests. It has
the absolute determination, confidence, ability and means to safeguard state sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and will never tolerate, condone or remain indifferent to the realization of any
scheme to divide the motherland.
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IV. Armed Forces Building
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V. International Security Cooperation
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ilitary ExchangesChina handles its military relations independently, and conducts military
exchanges and cooperation with other countries on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. Military diplomacy should serve the state's overall diplomacy and the modernization of
national defense and the armed forces. In pursuance of this purpose the PLA has actively engaged in
external contacts and exchanges in a flexible and practical manner, and made sustained efforts for
enhanced mutual trust, friendship and cooperation with armed forces of other countries, and for
regional and world peace, stebility and development Over the past two years, China has sent more
than 70 high-level military delegations to over 60 countries, and hosted some 160 high-level foreign
military delegations. In addition, the Chinese military has conducted friendly and mutually beneficial
exchanges and cooperation with its foreign counterparts in the technical and other specialized fields

China has mproved s military relatons with s nelghbouring countres, With active highlovl
military contacts, the bilateral military relations between China and Russia have developed smoothly.
Chinese armed forces have made great efforts to promote ties with the armed forces of Northeast
‘Asian countries, and made positive contributions to the stability of the Korean Peninsula and
Northeast Asia as a whole. China's military contacts with countries in Southeast, South and Central
Asia have mainteined their momentum. At the same time, China has further strengthened its military
relations ith coustries i West Asa, Alrica, Latn Amricsand Oceanls s wel s those o Eastera
Europe and of Chinese armed forc

rovie aasistanco o the countorpae m doveloping countrios m prsommel g, equpment
logisticl materil,snd medical care, and wil ek o widen th soop o contacts 1 the utre,

xchange
oo o fhe seross titont of bombing o the Chinese Embates i he Federl Ropublc of
‘Yugoslavia by the US-led NATO. Following the gradual improvement of the relations between the o
countries, normal military contacts between China and the US have resumed. The defense ministries.
held defense consultati h level in January 2000. The US
defense secretary visited China in July of the same year. China has always attached importance to the,
development of miliery relations with European counties, and has exchanged or meintained high-
level visits and conducted military exchanges with them at various levels
The pas i years have seen ooyl visis by Chinese navl vessls Lo New Zesland, Ausrl the
pines Malaysa, Tanzani ond South ATica, and visis o China by naval vessels (mm France,
Raser Aol 2, Malaysia, Belgium, Canada and Turkey. In addition, China has sen
Geiogations or groups of itary oxpars 1o aLhe CountHe fo i, aiing, oty o reearch, and
hosted many simlar foeign delegationsorgroups. These exchanges of visits havecovered many
m

cademi
study, culture and sports, and medicalcae.In ugust 1953 the PLA prticpated i the Second World
es held in C:
New progress has been made in cooperation between the PLA and foreign armed forces in military
education and training. In the past two years, more than 200 Chinese military personnel have been
sent to study in Russia, Germany, France, Britain, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Thailand and Kuwait, while
nearly 1,000 military personnel from Africa, Latin America and Europe and other Asian countries have
come to study in China.
Regional Security Cooperatio
China supports roglona securkty dialogue and coaperaion o difeentlevels through vrious
Channel, n diforon forms and i o St by s maner purs he principles of participation on
ool Tooing an resching consansun througn conmlaon i th S ofsooing common ground
while reserving differences. China main-tains that the multilateral security dialogue and cooperation
in the Asia-Pacific region should be oriented toward and characterised by mutual respect instead of
the strong bullying the weak, cooperation instead of confrontation, and seeking consensus instead of
imposing one's own will on others. China has participated in the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA), Council on Security
Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific Region (CSCAP), Northeast Asia Cooperation Dialogue (NEACD),
Academic Symposium ofChin,the Unlted States and Jpan,and oher ctitis fo multaersl
security dialogue and cooperation. China stands for enhancing mutual understanding and tru:
between counriesand promoting rgianal peace sod stabilty rouh theseimportant Sovernmestal
and hannels o

The ARF is the only pan-Asia-] o ol muatrs! security dialogue and cooperation forum at
epresenativesofthe Chinsse ministriesof foregn afirs and naional defense have
tendedt al the AR foreign ministers and senior oficals meetings. They hav als attended offciel
r unofficial meetings on confidence-building measures, peace-keeping, maritime search and rescue,
emergency rescue and disaster relief, preventive diplomacy, non-proliferation, and guiding principles
within the framework of the ARF. In the past two years, China has hosted, successively in Beijing, the
ARF Seminar on Tropical Hygiene and Prevention and Treatment of Tropical Infectious Diseases, the
ARF Professional Training Program on China's Security Policy, the 4th ARF Meeting of Heads of
Defense Colleges, and the ARF Seminar on Defense Conversion Cooperation.
China hlds that the ARF shoud contin o ocus on confdence-buding messures,axploro new
security concepts and methods, and discuss the question of preventive diplomacy. At the same time, it
Deores tat the artiescancorned should have & ol iscusaon st on the contept, detion,
pm\cmles and scope of preventive diplomacy in the Asia-Pacific region and reach consensus in this
 Chine basactively advocatd the dovelopment o mulkiateral coaperaion i millery mecicine,
“alitary law and the conversion of milary tschrologies and fcilites for vilan 156 w
{ramework ofthe ARF: It has proposed t establish an ARF marine nformalion and data oner,
encouraged exchange of high-level miltary visits and port calls by naval vessels, as well as exchanges
of military personnel, and supported cooperation in emergency rescue and disaster relief, safety in
‘maritime navigation and marine environmental protection.
China has been an active participant in the process of the CICA initiated by Kazakhstan, believing the
purpose of the CICA as generally consistent with its security goals in Asia. Itis of the view that the
CICA should develop step by step with full consideration given to the regional peculiarities and
diversities in Asia.
In 1996, China formaly oned the CSCAP, and i 1997 establhed the CSCAP China Commitee. And
wely participated in the CSCAP activties.
Sincs the cstalhment of tho NEACD in 1093, Cina hs atteded al s mootings,and in 1996 and
1999, hosted the fourth and ninth NEACD meetings in Bejing. China has also worked with other
‘member states and succeeded in getting the NEACD to reach agreement on the guiding principles for
cooperation between Northeast Asian countries
China has established, with Russi,the Unitd States, France, Gormany, Ukraine, Canada, Australie
New Zealand and countries and regional regular or
irregular consultations on e e security, defense and arms control. ey ‘maintaining
lasting peaco and sabily intho Asia-Paifc region,officials and scholrs from China's Ministry of
National Defense and other and
deeply in symposiums and other activities on Asia- ot securiy. ms o promoted mutual
understanding and trust between China and the countries concerned.
Cnnfdance Building Measures

ttached measures with
nelgh.bounng oanimie and has worked hard for e adoption. It has energetically advocated the
conclusion of border treaties or agreements through talks between the parties concerned on an equal
footing in accordance with the principles of non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries
and refraining from directing at any third party and threatening or harming other countries' security
and stabilty, 5o as to safeguard equal security for all the parties concerned, and regional peace and
stabili

In April 1996, the heads of state of China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan met in

Along
and Sgned the Agrooment on MutualReducton of Milar Frces i order Aros
eployed in the border arcas
i vl 55t b £ompatie it the oot nighbor eltone i enoys wi i
other four countries in accordance with the principle of equal security. It reiterates that none of the
contracting parties should use or threaten to use force against the others, nor should any of them seek
miltary superiority unilaterally: that the militry forces of one party deployed in the border areas
shall not engage in any military activiy to threaten any other party or prejudice the peace and
stabilty of the border areas; and that the number of miltary personnel and the quantity of the main
Gategories of woaponry and military technical equipment in the geographical arcas as defined in the
agreement should be reduced or restricted. In July 1998 and August 1999, respectively, the heads of
state of the fve countries met for the third and fourth times in Alma-Ata in Kazakhstan and Bishkek in
Kyrqyzstan, where they signed join state-ments. In July 2000, the heads of state of the five couniries
met for the fifth time in Dushanbe of Tajikistan. The Prosident of Uzbelistan attended the meeting as
an observer. The Dushanbe Statement signed after the meeting points out that the five countries ere
playing an increasingly important and positive role in safeguarding regional security and stabiliy and
are committed to making the "Shanghai Five" a regional mechanism for their multilateral cooperation
in all felds. The five countries have decided to deepen cooperation in the politcal, diplomatic,
economic and trade, milit other felds security and
stabilty, and to effectively implement all the clauses of the agreements they have signed concerning
confidence-building in the miltary field and the mutual reduction of miliery forces along the border
ares They hato mad it cls tht thoywill evorallow nycoutzy t s thos oy to condoct
s detrimental to the sovereignty, security and public order of any of the five countries, and
hat they will upport ach other lfort i sa{oguarding helr naonat independence, sate
sovereignty, territorial ntegrity and social stabily.
In March 2000 the defeno minsor of th 1o countrios ot in Astar o Kzaklstanfor th it
time, The after the meeti
Lo ol sht miltary nd paical relatine and condiet el conperaton based on oquaty ana
‘mutual trust with due consideration to the interests of all the perties and their neighboring areas. It
points out that such cooperation is not exclusive, noris it directed ot any third country or bloc of
Counties. The five couniries stressed their firm apposition to interference in other countries' internal
affars on the excuse of protecting ethnic or religious interests, or human rights. They declared that
they would never tolerate national soparatism, religious extremism o torrorism, and that they would
ose any activity by such forces on their respective territory against other countries.

stage joint exercises in preventing
dangerous military pe g cumbaung intemational orToris and dartying out emergency rescue
and disaster relief, share peace-keeping experiences and coordinate with each other in their peace-
keeping operations.

In August 1995, China's Ministry of Netional Defense and the Frontier Defense General
Administration of the Federation of Russia signed the Sino-Russian Agreement on Frontier Defense
Cooperation. Under the Agreement, the two sides shall cooperate with each other in frontier defense
and make every effort to turn the boundary between China and Russia into one of peace, tranquility
and friendship; exchange information in the interest of frontier defense cooperation; coordinate their

t
r conflicts in the border areas; coordinate with each other in taking measures against i
cciviios n thoborder areas a5t tn search o, detention and tmly transtr o pecple crossing

on organiing and implemonting th defonse o hei national Soundatos help each other with
technical equipment for the defense of their national boundaries.
In November 1999, China's Ministry of National Defense and the Frontier Guards Administrative
Bureau of Mongolia signed the Sino-Mongolian Agreement on Cooperation in Frontier Defense. The
Agreement stipulates that the two sides shall promote cooperation in frontier defense and make
effrts to koep peace and stabilty on the boundary btween Chinaand Mongalia;oxchange
nformtion i e interss of maintaning normal ordr in theborderares and other rlated
information; discuss measures and s penencss in quaning end menaging the barderand
mainauning normal oFder there provent socdental u\cldents or disputes n e porder arcas
o on gl activiis aeros e hovder,such 4 simaggliag o weapous, raicking i sercotcs
and athe contrabands, robbery and thef; strngthen couporation hewesh boundory represetative
bodies of the two countries in handling border incidents through consultation, and assist each other in
the search for and timely transfer of the people crossing boundaries illegall, together with their
‘means, livestock and  and inform each other of any possible natural
disasters or epidemic diseases which may cause losses to the other and measures to be adopted to
prevent them from crossing the boundar
‘The relevant government departments and frontier forces of China have faithfully implemented the
stipulations of the treaties and agreements, and actively promoted exchanges and cooperation with
their counterparts of neighboring countries. They have dealt with boundary affairs in a timely manner
and crsched dowon legal acites i the borderateas togetber wilh Ll cousterpars hrough
commnication and consaultation mechanism, and fronter talks and meetings. With the gra
o, thors s been a vls\b]c decranso
in the number of houndary disputes and incidents, a normal order in the border areas has
ltectivly mainiained, and a poacetal and iondly atmosphore b gradualy proveied slong the
boundary.
Participation in UN Peace-Keeping Operations
According to the UN Charter, the UN Security Council is conferred primary responsibility for the
‘maintenance of world peace and security. As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, China
has been committed to the maintenance of international peace and security. It attaches great
importance to the United Nations and supports it in playing its due role in maintaining international
peace and securiy e th qudance o the puuposes andprinciles of the UN Chre
In order to guarantee their success and sound development, UN peace-keeping operations
strcly adhere tothe purposes and principesof the UN Charer,sspecialy the Phnapie o respect
for state sovereignty and non-interference in other countries' internal affeirs. No UN peace-keeping
operations should be aunched without the pior consent of the countries oneomme, AL TN pesce
keeping forces should strictly observe neutrality and non-use of force except for self-defense. Peaceful
‘means, rather than coercive measures, should be sought to settle disputes, such as mediation, good
offices and negotiation. Double standards and military interference under the name of the UN should
be rejected. Any decision on launching UN peace-keeping operations must be based on practicability
and capabilities, and no peace-keeping operation should be launched when conditions are not ripe.
Pence-eoping forcos should ot bcom a prty . coflct, wich would b adeviaton from the
bl umose of peace-keeping operati
o the above pinciple, China has prticpateactivlyin UN pescekeeping actties. So
far Chine has Sent 593 military bsorvers, haison OHcers or adisers and 600 men n o btches
from engineering units to the UN peace-keeping DDErat\ons, nclading tho Urited Nations Truce
Supervision Organization (UNTSO), United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission (UNIKOM),
United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC), United Nations Mission for the
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO), United Nations Operation in Mozambique (ONUMOZ),
United Nations Observer Mission in Liberia (UNOMIL), United Nations Observer Mission in Sierra
Leone (UNOMSIL) and United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL).
At the moment, 38 Chinese military observers are still serving with UNTSO, UNIKOM, MINURSO and
'UNAMSIL. In January 2000, at the request of the United Nations, the Chinese government dispatched
15 civilian policemen to the United Nations Transitional Authority in East Timor, the first time for
Chinato send civlen policemen to UN peace-keeping apersios.In s, the Chinsse
governm totake part nthe UN's stand by arrangements.
Roamie oo Chinese o 1d dow thor e, and dovans have b wounded in UN paaco
keeping aperations in orde 1 suppor he Urited Nations i lflng the misson entusted 4 5y
the UN Charter.
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