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The announcement by the Australian Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, of his intention to establish a
Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Commission follows on from the work of the Canberra
Commission on the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons and the Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)
Commission chaired by Hans Blix. The proposed co-chair of the new commission, Gareth Evans, was
the architect of the Canberra Commission and a member of the Blix WMD Commission. Mr Rudd has
stated that the intention is to revive the flagging disarmament process and generate new proposals
to be put to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review in 2010. Australia has made two public
reports to date on its compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)
which imposes binding obligations on all States to establish domestic controls to prevent the
proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, and their means of delivery. In May 2008
the United States House of Representatives established a Commission on the Prevention of Weapons
of Mass Destruction Proliferation and Terrorism.
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