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Special Report: 3 Year Study Shows Surprising Evidence Of Major Declines In Armed Conflicts

Fraser Slams Anti-Terror Measures1.
Michelle Grattan, Age 2005-10-20 Malcolm Fraser strongly urged opposition to the Government's
drastic new anti-terrorism measures, as John Howard rejected a backbench call for a watchdog on
them.Of related interest: Human Rights And National Security, Democratic Audit Of Australia,
ANU,  APO, 2005-10-14
John von Doussa, president of the Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission, considers
the  human rights implications of the recent amendments to the National Security Information Act
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2004. He finds that the Act potentially compromises Australia's obligations under the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
 

Private Cash For Federal Projects2.
Steve Lewis and Andrew Trounson, Australian, 2005-10-20 Critical defence projects will be built
and operated by private financiers under plans by the Howard Government. Including Australia's
new defence headquarters and possibly large-scale water projects and Customs surveillance craft.
 

Hill Considers Philippine Boat Supply3.
AAP, Age, 2005-10-19 Australia will consider supplying long range patrol vehicles and small boats
to the Philippines armed forces to fight terrorists, Defence Minister Robert Hill said. A Status of
Forces Agreement between Australia and the Philippines could be in place before the end of the
year.Of related interest:
Transcript of  interview with the Hon. Robert Hill by Alexandra Kirk.
 

Relax Rules On Uranium, Miners Ask4.
Richard Baker, Age, 2005-10-20Australia's three operating  uranium mines want environmental
reporting requirements relaxed and constraints on new mines removed. The Uranium Information
Centre (UIC) - funded by BHP Billiton, Heathgate Resources and ERA - told a parliamentary
inquiry that reporting requirements are too stringent.
 

Korea-Australia Defense Chiefs' Talks Due5.
Jung Sung-ki, Korea Times, 2005-10-19 Defense Minister Yoon Kwang-ung will meet his
Australian counterpart Robert Hill to discuss ways of promoting bilateral military cooperation.
 

Crackdown Nets Illegal Fishermen6.
Amanda Banks and Andrea Mayes, Australian, 2005-10-20More than  200 Indonesians are being
held in a makeshift detention camp in the northwest port of Broome after a crackdown on illegal
fishing.
 

Special report: Comprehensive Three-Year Study Shows Surprising Evidence Of Major
Declines In Armed Conflicts, Genocides, Human Rights Abuse, Military Coups And
International Crises, Worldwide.
by Professor Andrew Mack, Director of the Human Security Centre. Released in New York,
2005-10-17

Confounding conventional wisdom, a major new report reveals that all forms of political violence,
except international terrorism, have declined worldwide since the early 1990s. The Human Security
Report is the most comprehensive annual survey of trends in warfare, genocide, and human rights
abuses.

Key Findings

Patterns of Political Violence Have Changed

The number of armed conflicts has declined by more than 40% since 1992. The deadliest conflicts●

(those with 1000 or more battle-deaths) dropped even more dramatically - by 80%.
 

The number of international crises, often harbingers of war, fell by more than 70% between 1981●

and 2001.
 

Wars between countries are more rare than in previous eras and now constitute less than 5% of all●

armed conflicts.
 

The number of military coups and attempted coups has declined by some 60% since 1963. In 1963,●
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there were 25 coups or attempted coups; in 2004, there were 10. All failed.
 

Most armed conflicts now take place in the poorest countries in the world, but as incomes rise the●

risk of war declines.
 

The period since the end of World War II is the longest interval without wars between the major●

powers in hundreds of years.
 

The UK and France, followed by the US and Russia/USSR have fought most international wars●

since 1946.
 

Burma and India have suffered the greatest number of 'conflict-years' since 1946. (If a country●

fights two separate wars in one calendar year this counts as two 'conflict-years'). In 2003, India
suffered more 'conflict-years' than any other country in the world.
 

Most of the world's conflicts are now concentrated in Africa. But even here there are signs of hope.●

A new dataset compiled for the Human Security Report finds that between 2002 and 2003 (the last
year for which there is data) the number of armed conflicts in Africa dropped from 41 to 35.
 

The drop in armed conflicts in the 1990s was associated with a worldwide decline in arms●

transfers, military spending and troop numbers.
 

Wars have become dramatically less deadly over the past five decades. The average number of●

people reported killed per conflict per year in 1950 was 38,000; in 2002 it was just 600--a decline
of 98%.
 

In the 1950s, '60s and '70s by far the highest battle-death tolls in the world were in the wars in●

East and Southeast Asia. In the 1970s and 1980s, most of the killing took place in the Middle East,
Central and South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. By the end of the 1990s, more people were being
killed in sub-Saharan Africa's wars than the rest of the world put together.
 

The new dataset created for the Report finds that between 2002 and 2003 the number of reported●

deaths from all forms of political violence fell by 62% in the Americas, 32% in Europe, 35% in Asia
and 24 % in Africa.
 

The biggest death tolls do not come from the actual fighting, however, but from war-exacerbated●

disease and malnutrition. These 'indirect' deaths can account for as much as 90% of the total war-
related death toll. Currently there are insufficient data to make even rough estimations of global or
regional 'indirect' death toll trends.
 

Not withstanding the horrors of Rwanda and Srebrenica, Bosnia, the number of genocides and●

other mass killings plummeted by 80% between the 1989 high point and 2001.
 

International terrorism is the only form of political violence that appears to be getting worse. Some●

datasets have shown an overall decline in international terrorist incidents of all types since the
early 1980s, but the most recent statistics suggest a dramatic increase in the number of high-
casualty attacks since the September 11 attacks on the US in 2001. The annual death toll from
international terrorist attacks is, however, only a tiny fraction of annual war death toll.
 

Why We Have Fewer Wars

The Human Security Report identifies three major political changes over the past 30 years:

The end of colonialism. From the early 1950s to the early 1980s, colonial wars made up 60-100%1.
of all international conflicts depending on the year.
 

The end of the Cold War, which had driven approximately one-third of all conflicts in the post-2.
World War II. This removed any residual threat of war between the major powers, and
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Washington and Moscow stopped fueling 'proxy wars' in the developing world.
 

The unprecedented upsurge of international activities designed to stop ongoing wars and prevent3.
new ones starting that took place in the wake of the Cold War. Spearheaded by the UN these
activities included:

A six-fold increase in UN preventive diplomacy missions (to stop wars starting).❍

 

A four-fold increase in UN peacemaking missions (to end ongoing conflicts).❍

 

A four-fold increase in UN peace operations (to reduce the risk of wars restarting).❍

 

An eleven-fold increase in the number of states subject to UN sanctions (which can help❍

pressure warring parties into peace negotiations). The UN did not act alone, of course. The
World Bank, donor states, regional organizations and thousands of NGOs worked closely with
UN agencies--and often played independent roles of their own. But the UN, the only
international organization with a global security mandate, has been the leading player. As this
upsurge of international activism grew in scope and intensity through the 1990s, the number of
crises, wars and genocides declined, despite the much-publicized failures.
 

 4.

The evidence that these initiatives worked is not just circumstantial. A recent RAND corporation
study, for example, found that two thirds of the UN's peace building missions had succeeded. In
addition, the sharp increase in peacemaking efforts led to a significant increase in the number of
conflicts that ended in negotiated settlements. Approximately half of all the peace agreements
negotiated between 1946 and 2003 have been signed since the end of the Cold War. The annual cost
of these changes to the international community has been modest--well under 1% of world military
spending. In fact, the cost of running all of the UN's 17 peace operations around the world for an
entire year is less than the United States spends in Iraq in a single month. The Report argues that, in
the long run, equitable economic development, increased state capacity and the spread of inclusive
democracy play a vital role in reducing the risk of political violence. But it also argues that these
factors cannot explain the dramatic post-Cold War reduction in armed conflicts.

Why Today's Wars Kill Fewer People

The explosion of international activism after the Cold War helps explain the subsequent decline in
the number of armed conflicts, but it doesn't tell us why they became so much less deadly. Here the
explanation is related to changes in the nature of warfare and (possibly) in the international refugee
regime:

The major wars of the Cold War era typically involved huge armies, heavy conventional weapons,●

and massive external intervention. They killed hundreds of thousands--sometimes millions.
 

The overwhelming majority of today's wars are low-intensity conflicts fought with small arms and●

light weapons. They typically pit weak government forces against ill-trained rebels and rarely
involve major engagements. Although often brutal, they kill relatively few people compared with
the major wars of the Cold War era--typically hundreds rather than tens or hundreds of thousands.
 

The decline in the battle-death toll is probably also related to the huge increase in the number of●

refugees and Internally Displaced Persons in the 1980s. By 1992, the peak year, the worldwide
total of displaced people exceeded 40 million--up from little over 10 million at the end of the 1970s.
Displacement is a humanitarian tragedy, but had these millions not fled their homes, hundreds of
thousands--possibly far more--could have been killed. So the increase in displacement is likely one
of the reasons for the decline in battle-deaths.
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Finally, we know that countries ruled by authoritarian regimes have higher levels of violent internal
repression and gross human rights abuses than do democratic regimes. At the end of the 1970s
some 90 countries around the world were governed by authoritarian regimes; by 2003 there were
just 30. The decline was steepest in the post-Cold War years when the numbers of genocides and
other mass killings started to drop rapidly. In addition, the Report, finds that human rights abuses
declined in 5 out of 6 regions in the developing world after the mid-1990s.

No Grounds for Complacency

Despite the positive changes it documents, the Report makes clear that there are no grounds for
complacency. Although wars and war-deaths are down, there are still some 60 armed conflicts
raging around the globe. There are still gross abuses of human rights, widespread war crimes, and
ever-deadlier acts of terrorism. And because the underlying causes of conflict are too rarely
addressed, the risk of new wars breaking out, and old ones starting up again remains very real. And,
as the many failures of the past--and numerous recent reports--have made clear, the UN remains in
urgent need of reform if it is truly to fulfill its mandate to 'save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war'. That the world is getting more peaceful is no consolation to people suffering in
Darfur, Iraq, Colombia, Congo or Nepal. To help them, policymakers need a better understanding of
human insecurity. That is the central goal of the Human Security Report.

The Human Security Report provides the data and analysis that can help the international
community evaluate the effects of conflict prevention and resolution policies. 'Without trend data
neither international agencies nor governments can tell whether or not their efforts are succeeding',
Mack said.

The Report can be downloaded from http://www.humansecurityreport.info. It will be published by
Oxford University Press in November 2005. The Human Security Report 2005 was funded by the
governments of Canada, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK. It should not be taken to
represent the views of these or any other government, or of the UN or any other agency. Professor
Andrew Mack is Director of the Human Security Centre, at the Liu Institute for Global Issues,
University of British Columbia.
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Nautilus Institute
608 San Miguel Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707-1535 | Phone: (510) 423-0372 | Email:
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