
Hydrogen-fuel car crafted in Korea

December 09, 2004 ㅡ A hydrogen fuel-propelled car entirely built with Korean technology has been developed for the first time, the Korea Institute of Energy Research said yesterday. 
The research team, led by institute professor Kim Chang-soo, said the hydrogen-powered automobile could operate up to 210 kilometers (130 miles) without refueling. 
When driving at low speeds, the vehicle runs on hydrogen fuel, but at higher speeds, the engine receives fuel from the battery and electric fuel cell. 
Hyundai Motor in 2002 developed a vehicle that runs on hydrogen, the Santa Fe FCEV (fuel cell electric vehicle), which can run for 165 kilometers on a single fueling. The vehicle is currently being tested in California, Hyundai said. 
The vehicle's fuel cell electric core components, however, were developed by UTC Fuel Cell at Hartford, Connecticut. 
"What the research team at the institute did was really amazing. It is a scientific success," said a Hyundai official. "Developing a fuel cell electric engine not only costs much but is also a technological challenge."
Mr. Kim said that even though the institute's car can travel only a short distance, it showed that Korea has now secured the technology to produce a fuel cell electric engine. 
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