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INTRODUCTION

Catrina's Dream

Catrina is RC's younger sister, seven or eight. years egld. ELatrina‘s
dream was recorded during my interview with RC.

PH: What was the dream about?

LGz Well me sister, me and Jill were having a car, we were going
around in the car and, well, we had these cowv dippers that
you dip the cows with and ...

RC: Dip the cows' teats with?

L3 Yeah, and well, we were throwing them around and we saw that
they, they blew up the paddock. And vell, we threw one on a
hill, and the hill blew up. And wvell, I accidentally threw
one and, but it rolled so much it blew up. Well, um, ah.

PH: That was to do with uranium? How do you know that?

CC: I don't knovw.

RC: The teats, didn't you say there was uranium in the teat cups?
EC: Yes.

PHz So where was the uranium?

CC: In the teat cups.

PH3 In the teat cups. So you vere throwing the teat cups with

uranium in them ...

CC: Yeah.

PH: And they were blowing up. How did you know that uranium blew
up? Someone tell you that?

Gt He hum. Me sister!

RC: I said that they make bombs out of uranium.

PH: That was the first part of the dream. Was that the whole
dream?

CCe Think so.
RC: Didn't you say you threw some uranium and you blew up?

CCs Oh yeah, and, well, I accidentally threw some and we all blew
up and went everywhere.

RC: In little pieces.
CC: Yeah.

XXXXX



~INTRODUCTION

Catrina's Dream

Catrina is RC's younger sister, seven or eight years old. Catrina's
dream was recorded during my interview with RC.

PH: What was the dream about?

CC: Well me sister, me and Jill were having a car, we were going
around in the car and, well, we had these cow dippers that
you dip the cows with and ...

RC: Dip the cows' teats with?

CC: Yeah, and well, we were throwing them around and we sawv that
they, they blew up the paddock. And wvell, we threwv one on a
hill, and the hill blew up. And wvell, I accidentally threw
one and, but it rolled so much it blew up. Well, um, ah.

PH: That was to do with ufanium? How do you know that?

CC: I don't knovw.

RC: The teats, didn't you say there was uranium in the teat cups?
€Cs Yes.
PH: So where was the uranium?

CC: In the teat cups.

PH: In the teat cups. So you were throwing the teat cups with
uranium in them ... .

CC: Yeah.

PH: And they were blowing up. How did you know that uranium blew
up? Someone tell you that?

CC: Hé hum. Me sister!
RC: - I said that they make bombs out of uranium.

PH: That was the first part of the dream. Was that the whole
dream?

CC: Think so.
RC: Didn't you say you threw some uranium and you blew up?

CC: Oh yeah, and, well, I accidentally threw some and we all blew
up and went everyvhere. : :

RC: In little pieces.

v CC: Yeah.



N

Friends of the earth (FOE) seem to know what they are doing.
Everything from their literature, the food cooperative in their
Carlton offices, to their stated beliefs shov a remarkable
unanimity of interest. Their slogan along with Friends of the
Earth across Australia and on three other continents is "The
conservation, restoration and rational use of the ecosphere".
Since the inception in Australia in 1974 Friends of the Earth
have organised a series of actions similar to the sub ject of

this study. FOE has played politiecs by sending a 30 foot yacht
to Mururoa Atoll in a ludicrously illmatched show of strength
aga&cst the might of the French military (1974). Other actions
iﬁé&&gse the establishment of the Atom Free Embassy outside the
AAEC (1976-77) and of Camp concern in the uranium prpvince (in
1975-76-77), the people's rides to Canberra (1975-76-77), the
occupation of the toilets at Tullamarine Airport (1975), the
presentation of a home-made atomic bomb to a Minister of Govern-
ment, mass die-ins, a 30 year Hiroshima l-ton concrete birthday
cake replete with I.<.B.M.candles, and many others. Obviously,
an idea has caught on.

Much has been written about ritual in societies wvhere fundamental
consensus about ethos and worldview is found. Cultural axioms

are accepted as what must be and is, rather than what ought to be.
The rituals of rebellion express the conflicts and contradictions
underlying social cooperation, but reaffirm social unity (M. Gluck-
man, 1963). In an era of bewildering change and social dislocation,
symbolic interaction also serves to challenge the prevailing myths
and ideologies of dominant social groups (C. Geerz, 1975. p.218).
Where participants are at cross-purposes over values, norms of
behaviour and world-view, the symbolic interaction which character-
ises rituals of protest and revolutionary intent are complex.

I have not managed to disentangle all the threads of meaning or
the significance of this social event. However, in undertaking
the study I formulated and tested two hypotheses.

The first is that the event was a ritual of protest to be enacted
(C. Geerz, 1975. p.116), a dramatization of the conflict by

Friends of the Earth with uTanium miners. The actions are
symbolic fin the sense of any physical, social or cultural act or
object that serves as a vehicle for a conception? (C. Geerz, 1975.
p.208). The various disruptive efforts were mainly iconic in form,
in that the transgression of ritual purpose and rules by FOE to
express intent were contained within the format of the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of Mary Kathleen Uranium Ltd. (MKU). As MC
put it, FOE'was using the General Meeting, the style of the meeting
to put across their point of view, rather than completely break it
up into another form of mass get-together' (2B.305). In the sense
of debasing ritual .4pems FOE's actions were iconoclastic. The MKU-
AGM wlremAF is ritual in the sense of 'culturally defined sets of
behaviour [that} function as language'(E. Leach, 1968. p.524) and
'attempt to create and maintain a particular culture, a particular
set of assumptions by which experience is controlled' (M. Douglas,
1976, p.128). Just as there are reqularities in the political
style of FOE, so the corporate AGM recurs each year. The task is
to establish how the two became intermixed in a ritual clash or
skirmish on the 24th floor of the CRA building in Collins Street.
The event is exemplative of the peculiar dilemma of those opposed
to a dominant value system and its manifestations. The FOE's are
continually forced to express their values (or preferential ordering,
after T. La Porte, 1975) by confronting and appropriating symbolic
forms and instruments of communication (R. Firth, 1973, p.76) of
those whom they oppose. This gives rise to a tension between the
value position - and the instrumental means adopted by the Friends of
the Earth, which is manifested as a debilitating intra-group inco-
-hesion.




The second hypothesis is that the intentions of FOE to communicate
their ideas to'the public' via the mass media are not borne out
by .the results, and, to put it simply, that FOE has yet to learn
that short cuts are not always the shortest wvay, or even the
surest way, to achieve a goal.

The Friends of the Earth seem particularly attuned - and averse -

to the threat of 30,000 megatons of atomic TNT, 3 million times

the explosive force which vapourized Hiroshima, primed for

immediate use in war. The future for the post-Hiroshima generation
in Nuttall's memorable words, is a void - (J. Nuttall, 1970, p.67).
Pahner agrees 'that the nuclear power plant is.an actual and
symbolic threat of death.on a scale not previously known and in .a
manner not previously envisioned. It poses a considerable strain
on the individual's perception of his life, its meaning and its
future. The potentigl %F living under such a psychological burden
may be such as to isees y undermine creative processes in the
individual and in societies'. (P. Pahner, 1976, p.17). ‘

Friends of the Earth confront that reality daily. They exert
themselves to break the complacency which has seized the imagination
of the contemporary mandarins. Anxiety enters their dreams and
spills over into outrageous actions. 'I was born in a non-nuclear
future' says Friend of the Earth, Mary Elliott. 'I remember a
non-nuclear future. I am haunted by the memory of a non-nuclear
var and a non-nuclear future. It is almost inconceivable to me

how children can think at all about growing up, as I once did,
thinking only to survive and live on after that war. If children
cannot and .dare not think about their own adulthood, if they must
put on a mask at birth, then they will not have the answers.

We must stop the nuclear madness now, in our generation, and

gently wipe away from the faces of our children the psychologically
polluting mask of fear'. (M. Elliott, 1976, p.37).

The real problem in writing an ethnography is to divorce intent from
form, politics from art. Insofar as I push barrows, I fail.

Insofar as the barrows push themselves, I succeed. In politics, the
same as in art. Now why is that?



METHODOLOGICAL NOTE

l.

I intended to produce an aural version of this study on
magnetic tape. This involved the cross-editing of 30
interviews, demanding 3-400 dubs or about 60 hours of
technical work. This was precluded by time constraints

and by the refusal of MKU to permit me to tape-record the
AGM, or to provide access to the tape recording made by

MKU. Such .are the problems of observer-participant approach
to political field work.

The analysis of the event draws on historical records and
on interviews recorded at different times. Whilst the
description and analysis is primarily structural and
synchronic, the event plainly has both historical and
psychological dimensions which I have not undertaken to
demonstrate.

Tape references are to facilitate future access to the
material. Each cassette is numbered 1-12, side A or B,

and the exact reference is obtained by a standard numerical
marker on a Sony JC-152S1) recorder.

Initials have been used to identify informants. All
informants knew that the taped interviews were intended
for public use. I do not believe that this changed the
content of the intervieus. Friends of the Earch are
publicly disarmingly honest about their motivations.

To obtain better perspectives on the "abuse" of the AGM,
the .author should have observed other AGM's to establish
a baseline of 'normal' AGM behaviour. This was not possible.
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MARY KATHLEEN URANIUM LTD. TELEPHONE 63 0491

(INCORPORATED- IN QUEENSLAND) TELEGRAMS “CONRIO”
95 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE, 3000
TELEX AA30108

Lth May, 1977.

Mr. P. Hayes,
61 MacArthur Place,
CARLTON . 3053

Dear Sir,

Your letter addressed to Mr. Carnegie has been
handed to me for reply. Unfortunately, we are
not able to assist your study with any tape but
we would like to offer you any reasonable
assistance in your study. If there are any
questions or other material you would like to
submit in writing, the Company will consider
them and respond thereto.

Yours faithfully,

/23@_@«

R.J. Knotk,
Secretary.



PREPARING: THE EVENT

The origins of the eQent

Virtually all participants agreed that the origins of the event
lay in the successful protest at the EZ Ltd. AGM in 1975 (in fact
FOE first took up the AGM role at the Queensland Mines Ltd. AGM
in 1974). A contract note dated February 4, 1974 reveals that
Peter Baird had acquired 500 MKU shares for FOE .on 19th March.

HW updated .a list of small MKU shareholders. Each were mailed

a letter dated éth April and signed by PM requesting proxy
entitlements to.the MKU AGM for members of FOE. NB's role was
advisory (1A:250), initiating the action and approaching PM to work
as_full-time paid coordinator (1A.299). Permission for this was
sought and successfully obtained from_the open ECOM* on 13th
April (1A.299). PM, assisted by a volunteer HW, organised proxy
forms, administrative details, motions for the AGM and planned
tactics (NB.1lA.316).. This work was done in consultation with
about 4 others and.put to a 'broad-cross section' of FOE at a
meeting of about 20 members on 16th April (PM.1A.105). Seven
motions for MKU AGM were delivered to MKU on 16th April, .and a
press release stating that 'we think it is time the company
accepted a social responsibility for its actions. We will be
there as its conscience' was telexed to fourteen mass media
outlets on the night of 17th April from the G.P.0. The total
non-redeemable cost to FOE was calculated on 20th April after

the AGM at $261.70.

The construction of the eﬁent

The group effort on the Friday night (15th April) decided 'to
concentrate on 1 or 2 or a small number of .issues and hammer
them in various ways as much as possible rather than to bring
up a whole diverse range of points involved in the issue. The
few that were agreed upon to be raised either in motions or in
statements from the floor or more visually were based around
Justice Fox's statement that uranium mining is contributing to
an increased risk of nuclear war, the nuclear poliferation
question, that the chance of getting our point through more
clearly on the media would be increased if we kept to one or
two points'. (MC.2B.183)

There is a .great deal of creative artistry in concocting a
political action (A. Cohen, 1969, p.220). As MC put it 'In
general, the Uranium Moratorium Movement relies a lot on
original ideas as far as publicity goes, on original ideas, it
hasn't the money and I'm not sure even if it had the money
vhether it'd be interested in going along with the normal
techniques of conveying an idea to the public generally through
advertising. So we are reliant to get our point of view across
to the public on media events that are more or less unique and
specifically staged for the media ..... And therefore new
ideas and new ways of doing this that are extraordinary are
more likely to get our message across' (2B.363). The following
edited extracts from the group discussion (Tapes 3A,3B,4A) reveal
this creative effort. One can see the evolution of the iconic
action-forms adopted by FOE #he casting around for ideas and
the consideration of the social context in which FOE hoped to
lodge their message. As SH put it 'If you're going to be
outrageous you've got to be original’ !

* OPEN ECOM: Executive Committee, fortnightly open meeting which

establishes priorities and makes allocational decisions, implemented

in part by an elected and fluctuating ECOM, with 'executive'
functions.
















































































































































