GPPAC Vladivostok focal point report-2008 on the results of activities conducted 
in the framework of Northeast Regional Work Plan for 2006-2010


I. Russian campaign in support of the Constitution of Japan Article #9
Constitution of Japan Article #9
(1) Russian WEB page on Global Article 9 Campaign
Russian language WEB page devoted to the Global Article 9 Campaign has been published on:  http://www.msun.ru/div/cis/article9.htm
(2) Russian media publications. 

To popularize Article 9 issue 9 articles on "peaceful" constitution of Japan were published in Russian newspapers and magazines. 
(3) Global Article 9 Declaration signature - gathering campaign 

NGO activists conducted a public signature – gathering activities over Global Article 9 Declaration, More than 400 signatures have been collected. 
(4) "Japan: 60 Years Without Rights For War" conference 
"Japan: 60 Years Without Rights For War" conference sections were conducted April 24 in Moscow and April 30 in Vladivostok. The discussions on Article 9 role as the regional security mechanism became the top issue for the conference. The conference participants have expressed their support for the Global Article 9 Campaign.

(5) Sociologic poll among students on Russian – Japanese relations and Article 9. 
218 Vladivostok universities students were polled. The results are as follows: 

76 %  think that Article 9 should remain intact because it is vital for global peace, assists in antiwar movement, provides opportunities for demilitarization and creates basis for reliable peace. 
14 % consider that Article 9 guarantees neighbor countries that Japan would not repeat the past mistakes, would not start a new war, thus the Article should be preserved in Japanese constitution. 
10 % think that Article 9 may be abolished according to the will of the peoples of Japan as it is a sovereign right of Japanese nation. 
II. International Peace Day in Vladivostok

(1) Tsushima island visit devoted to International Peace Day

The Russo - Japanese war was ended more than century ago, but its tragic memories are still alive for many Russians and Japanese. The lessons of that war as well as of other wars urge new generations of mankind to protect a 'fragile' peace and to make efforts for sustainable development and progress. 
On the eve of September, 21, the International Peace Day, Russian sailboat "Otrada" made a port call to Tsushima island that is well known becayse the greatest naval battle of 1904 - 1905 War took place in its adjacent waters. The boat was commanded by Mr. Leonid Lysenko.
This Peace Visit was encouraged by the Vladivostok GPPAC Focal Point and proceeded  smoothly due to devoted efforts by Peace Boat, the sponsor of NEA GPPAC regional peace processes.
"Otrada" crew conducted the wreath laying ceremony at the memorial devoted to the memory of all Russians and Japanese who had been killed in that naval battle.
This wreath laying ceremony, conducted in honor of UN International Peace Day, should be regarded as symbolic event reminding all of us about war atrocities that must never be repeated again.

(2) On September 21, 2007 at the Primorsky regional offices of international public fund 'Russian Peace Foundation' rally was held on the International Peace Day. Event organizers made the Russian Peace Fund, the Center for International Studies Maritime State University, Vladivostok Office of the International Association of the Women of ATR (Russia PPSEAWA) with the support of city Vladivostok. 
The meeting was attended by representatives of the city peacebulding organizations, Vladivostok GPPAC focal point, members of social organizations of former prisoners of fascism, 'Living in besieged Leningrad', 'The Vladivostok Communication Club', 'Memorial' (the victims of political repression). 
Participants in the meeting expressed their solidarity with the organizations and people from more than 175 countries around the world expressing support for the philosophy of International Day of Peace. Were stock of international projects "Friendship for peace" and "Peace Without Borders" for the exchange of children's drawings of children from different countries to develop a sense of humanism among children from different countries, overcoming ethnic, Summary, religious and other barriers. Following competitions guys have pictures of children as a gift from Japan, USA, Canada, Poland, South Africa and other countries. 
Active participation in the celebration concert was artistic groups of the Children's Club.
III. Advancing the Peace Park' Project


The advancing of the Peace Park' Project on southern Kurile Islands / Northern Territories has been regarded as key issue for GPPAC Vladivostok focal point activities. The concept of Peace Park creation as a symbol of peace and friendship between Russia and Japan must gain support in people's hearts and minds. To reach this goal four articles on Peace Park' Project were published in Vladivostok, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk and Moscow newspapers.  In addition the presentation on the project with recommendations how to incorporate the experiences of  inter-Korean cooperation in the framework of Mt. Kumgan tourist project was made at Russian Korean experts annual scientific conference held in Moscow Academic Institution of Far East. The materials of this conference are officially published and sent to Russian MoFA.  
IV. Assisting the Peaceful Resolve of Korean Peninsula Crisis
The officials in Russia as well as in other countries take political decisions basing on analytical expert assessments of situation. Thus a permanent situation analysis group on Korean peninsula operates in the framework of MSU Center for International Studies in Vladivostok. The results of round table discussions and papers of its participants are regularly published and presented to Russian MoFA and to consulates of Republic of Korea, Japan, DPRK, China and USA in Vladivostok. 
V. Evaluation of "NEA Peace Index Project" 

The international working group tasked with the evaluation of "NEA Peace Index Project" was created at Ulaanbaatar NEA GPPAC meeting. A research project to formulate scientifically reliable proposals and methodic on index calculation for further working group evaluation has been started in Vladivostok. Preliminary results will be presented to  NEA GPPAC working group members this December. 
VI. Global Peace Education and Conflict Resolution Education Project participation
Vladivostok GPPAC Focal Point participants have conducted separate research in the framework of Global Peace Education (PE) and Conflict Resolution Education (CRE) Project. This project builds upon the following events and network priorities:

· Inter-American Summit on Conflict Resolution Education March 2007 Policy Meetings – Hosted by Global Issues Resource Center (GIRC), Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C) and the Organization of American States.  

· Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) Peace Education Reference Group

· International Network on Conflict Resolution Education and Peace Education (INCREPE)

In order to promote Peace Education/Conflict Resolution Education (PE/CRE) we need to have a clear understanding of the benefits and challenges of this work. Recent meetings have made it clear that we do not have sufficient information about the kinds of evaluations that have been done, what we can learn from them, and what improvements to evaluation design, strategy and resources are needed. The first of three project phases aims to identify, clarify and promote Peace Education.
The Vladivostok research was aimed at the role of "UN Assembly Model" youth business games in conflict resolve capacities of its participants. Two different groups, "UN Assembly Model" (MUNA) and "UN Model on Russian Far East" (MUNRFE) participants have undergone psychological tests. The business games methodology comparison has been done also. 
